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H onorable James Page. 


: ioick de F Rede icntatives 


Friday, 8 June, 1921. 


~ 


Mr. Drputy Spraxer (Hon. J. M. 
Chanter) took the chair at 11,30 a.m., 
and read prayers. 

HOUR OF MEETING. 

Motion (by Sir JosrrpH Cooxr) . agreed 


That the House, at its rising, adjourn until 
Tuesday ext at 3 0 pce p-m. 


ee OF THE HONORABLE 
JAMES PAGE. 


-Sir JOSEPH COOK Te 
ing: Prime Minister and Treasurer) 
iy {11.32].—It is my melancholy duty to in- 
timate to the House that Mr. James Page, 
one of our most respected and best be- 
loved members, died this morning. The 
- news comes like a bolt from the blue, and 
‘gave me the greatest possible sense of 
‘shock when it was told me. Happenings 
like this cause wonder as to what life may 
have in store for us. To see a man 
_ stricken down at the height of his power 
and in the plenitude of robust health 
gives us pause, and makes us realize how 
slender, after all, is our hold upon life 
and its opportunities. Edmund Burke, 
speaking in the House of Commons on an 
occasion like that on which we are met 
4 here this morning, in language far better 
op than that in which I can clothe my 
| thoughts, said of a deceased member- 
The worthy gentleman who has _ been 
snatched from us at the moment of the elec- 
_ tion and in the middle of a contest, while his 
_ desires were as warm and his hopes as eager 
as ours, has fittingly told us what Sra dale we 
are and what shadows we pursue. 


There can be but one sentiment in this 
chamber to-day, that of unfeigned sorrow 
_ for what has occurred. Mr. Page was 
without a single enemy. At the height of 
our most bitter controversies we always 
felt a deep respect for the man who is no 
longer with us. I am not sure that I 
’ did not like him best in his moments of 
excitement. He was a man who loved 
is country ‘intensely, and loved his fel- 
-men, serving them with every atom 


In one sense we can scarcely be sorry 
for him. He lived a full, well-rounded, 


ee life, serving his country in almost 


every possible sphere of activity. As a 


‘citizen he built up for himself a character | ; 
for good repute, and won material success; 
but never for a moment did he forget. 


those less fortunate than himself. He 
served his country not only in the paths — 
of peace, but also upon the battle-field. 


We all know: something of his career as a 


a member of this House. It is that by 
which he is remembered best. I was a 
comrade of his for twenty years, and om 
do not remember a time when I had not — 
the greatest respect, esteem, and dose tly 


. for him; I am sure every other honorable - 


member felt in the same way towards him. 
All we can do this morning is to bow our 
heads in the presence of this mystery, pee 
bow our wills to a higher will, hoping, as 
I believe most profoundly that, cto 
he has passed to “ where beyond these 
voices there is peace,” he still lives on, 


to do useful work in some other and bets : : : 


ter sphere. I move— 

That this House records its sincere eee 
at the death of the honorable member for 
Maranoa, the Hon. James Page, who was a 
member of this House since the inauguration OE 
the Parliament; and expresses its appreciation — 


of the zeal with which he devoted himself to. i. ce 


his publie duties, and its profound sympathy — 
with his bereaved family in their great sorrow. 

Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [11.38] Aan 
rise to second the motion of the eee 
Prime Minister, and to indorse his ket 
marks about our deceased friend and com- a 
rade. It falls to my lot to express the — 
profound regret, not only of his own col- 
leagues, 
wealth Labour party, but of all the State — 
Labour parties and of the whole Labour — 
movement throughout Australia. He was 
a close personal friend of mine for many 
years, and I mourn his loss as that of a 
very dear comrade, who stood by me in 
many a hard-fought fight. We all kena 
that Mr. Page was a staunch battler for 
Labour from its earliest days, and took — 
a large part in blazing the track which — 
led to its success in many spheres. re 


the Acting Prime Minister has said, he ’ 


held the respect not only of his supporters — 
but also of his opponents, because he was 
a fair fighter, and always played the 
game. It is but a few hours since he was — 
with us, bright, cheerful, and full of | 
fight. Yesterday afternoon, when an ad- 
journment motion was spoken of, he inter- 


jected, ‘‘ I will give you an adjournment a, 


the members of the Common- | 


| ba ehrrowit | Hs has given it to us, Me 
Deputy Speaker! Such happenings as 
this should incline us to 
_ more kindly and generously of one 
another in political life. The sudden- 
ness of his death makes us realize what 
_ frail creatures we are; it should certainly 
- make us feel humble ton we are shown 
a how, truly, in the midst of life we are 
in death. Words fail to adequately ex- 
press my feelings on this occasion, and I 
- content myself with extending my sym- 
_ pathy to his son and other relatives in 
their bereavement. 


ae fe M. GREGORY (Dampier) [11.40].— 
It is with the deepest regret that I rise 


ing Prime Minister (Sir Joseph Cook). 
Although I have not been many years in 
this House, I have been here long enough 
to greatly ‘appreciate the qualities of our 
- departed frienc. I think I am speaking 
- not only for every member of the Country 
party, but for every honorable member of 
the House, when I say we admired his 
‘ wonderful spirits, jovial nature, and yet 
earnest devotion to the principles he 
ne espoused. As the honorable member 

for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) has 
said, the late member, though a 
great fighter, was always a fair 
one. The news we have received this 
- morning is tragic and astounding. Mr. 
- Page was here with us yesterday. full of 
_ life and vigour, and to-day we know that 
he is no more. J must content myself 
with, in a somewhat feeble manner, in- 
dorsing the remarks of those who thave 


iu preceded me, in the hope that our words ° 


may bring some comfort to those whom 
- our deceased friend has left behind. 


Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [11.43].— 
_ As the only representative in this House 
of the Industrial Labour party, I desire 
to co-operate in extending our sympathy 
to the friends and relatives of our late 
comrade. My acquaintance with him was 
not of very long standing; but, regarding 
him as both friend and colleague, I can- 
not adequately express my sorrow at the 
loss we have sustained. JI join with the 
representatives of the various parties here 
In extending our sympathy to the late 
ty member’s relatives and friends, and‘ in 
He expressing the great loss occasioned by 
his tragic. death. 
Mr. BAMFORD (Hetbert) (1. 45) a 


think | 


to support the motion moved by the Act- 


Mr. Page for his bier hesirtodnead 


_ entered this House at t the | same time as "see 


the best of friends, and, indeed, it wo 
have been difficult for any man to he 


that the hand of the grim reaper uy 
shortly to be placed upon him, I 


to very inadequately express my fe 
and I can only, as one who knew. th 
ceased ventleman intimately, giv 
support “to the motion submitted © 
Acting Prime Minister. We cann 
feel somewhat pleased that we d 


My 
the — 


chamber, 
sincere at 


this 
and 


of 
deep 


‘a man for whom I had the er 


possible respect, and between — 
and myself there was a frien 
which nothing could break. M 
recently suffered a great bereaver ent 
the loss of a sister, to whom he was a | 
attached, and I ‘think that a 


precipitating the sad oceurren 
night. 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) | 
May I be permitted to vero 


ever ae to give me. 


ever differences of opinion there 
from time to time in connexion | 
performance of our duties, no~ 
quicker to forget and forgiv: 
late friend. He was full of t 
human kindness, always gen 
endeavours. to” aw Bios 


of all with whom he came in contact. 
- Mr. Page lived a useful political life, 
both State and Commonwealth. He 
_ worked in the interests of the community ; 
and whatever our political feelings may 
be, we respect a man who has the courage 
of his opinions, and is prepared to stand 
' by them, irrespective of consequences. I 

do not think we could have a man of finer 
- character than the late Mr. Page. Like 

other public representatives, [ have in 
* my time met many men whom I admire, 
| but I can say, without the slightest hesi- 
tation, that no man stands higher in my 
estimation than did the late James Page. 
_ As a friend, I shall certainly miss him 
- while I remain here, and I think he will 
be missed by all honorable members. I re- 
member how full of life and fight he was 
last night, when an all-night sitting was 
anticipated. J am glad that an all-night 
sitting did not occur; and I venture to 
express the hope that we shall, as far as 
possible, dispense with such  sit- 
' tings as very trying to the health. 
As I have said, our deceased friend last 
evening was full of fight, and said to me, 
‘Charlton, I will be with you until to- 
morrow; I will see you through as far 
as this fight is concerned,” plainly show- 
ing that at that time, so far as he knew, 
his health was all that might be desired, 
and that he was anxious to continue here 
and do his duty in this Chamber. Then 
to get the startling news this morning 
that he had been found dead in his bed 
was a blow to every one of us, a shock 


pase 


I realize the great loss that his death 
will be to our movement, and how difficult 
| it is to replace a man of his calibre. I 
extend my sincerest sympathy to his rela- 
tives and friends in the great bereavement 


Mr. JOWETT (Grampians) [11.52]— 
I trust the House will bear with me while 
-Isay a few words in tribute to the memory 
of one of my oldest friends. The late 
honorable member was a friend of mine 

\ for more than thirty years, and it was a 
terrible shock to me this morning to hear 
from the Acting Prime Minister that he 
was dead. It is impossible even now for 
me to realize that it is true. I can only 
regard it as a mysterious Visitation of the 
yeneficent Deity, when I remember that I 
ay sitting alongside him last night about 
’clock, he being full of health, spirits, 
ye, and brightness. The news this 
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‘West of Queensland. 


late lamented friend. 
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morning is one of the most dreadful 
calamities to me, as it must be AG 

every member of the House, and LT 
venture to say to the whole of 
the people of Australia. When I 
first met our good friend he was then, 
I think, a shearer, and I was a 
struggling squatter in the far.North- | 
| In those days  — 
I had pushed sheep out beyond what were 
then considered the bounds of civi- 
lization, and it was a favour to get 
shearers to come and shear sheep so far 
out. The late honorable member and 
myself were always friends from the be- 
ginning, I can remember the first great 
shearing strike taking place just thirty 
years ago, and the second shearers’ strike 
in 1894. This much I will say, that, 

whatever side men fought on in that ~ 
struggle, they fought as men and as 
gentlemen. When I mention that the late . 


‘Mr. Page was one of the leaders of the ~ Me 


shearers, and that Senator Fairbairn was — 
one of the three leaders of the squatters— __ 
the ‘‘ Triumvirate ” as they were called— _ 
in those days, honorable members will 
realize the truth of what I say when 1 
apply the words of the good old Book— — 
“They were giants in those days.” That 
struggle was fought out without the 
slightest bitterness on either side, and 
possibly that circumstance was largely 
due to the presence of such men 
as Mr. Page. I recall, also; (hae. 
first Federal election, at which Mr. 
Page was a candidate. Although he 


which none of us expected to receive. .”** opposed by a well-known squatter, 
f 


I was one of those who supported 

him even in those early days. After 
that election, inspired by whom I 
do not know, some articles antagonistic. 
to him were published in the local paper, 

and I am glad to think that I wrote to | 
the Western Champion at Barcaldine and 
told my friends there that in my opinion 
Mr. James Page was, amongst all the  - 
members of the House, the best supporter _ 
of the whole of the people who lived in | 
the western parts of Queensland. I could ~ 
say much more about my old friendship 
with him. For sixteen years, during the — 
life of this Parliament before I had the ~ 

honour of being returned, whenever I de- 
sired to come to this Chamber, the only 
man to whom [ ever sent my card was our 
I have always — 
looked upon him as my greatest friend,  . 
and as the best representative for the last 
twenty years that the people who live far | 


ties, and delights of city civilization, have 
ever had in this House. I desire to join 
in this tribute to the memory of one of 
my oldest friends, and one of the bravest 
and most loyal.men that the Caine has 
ever known. 


Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) [11.56]—I 
[a to add my tribute to he memory 
of my mate; Jim Page. Open-hearted and 
i big, physically and mentally, reminiscent 
of the western plains which he loved so 
_ well, there. was never a man down-and- 
- out in the west of Queensland who sought 
his assistance in vain. No matter whose 
the quarrel, no matter whose the fight, 
Jim Page could always be found on the 
side of the man on the lowest rung of the 
_ ladder. He pioneered the fights of the 
_ Australian Workers Union in Western 
_ Queensland; he pioneered the fights of the 
- Australian ‘Labour party; and he was 
- known and loved, particularly out there, 
but also generally throughout the length 
and breadth of the land. He was one 
of the big men of Australia, and one 
whom we could ill afford to lose. He 
was cheery of disposition, and intensely 
- loved a practical joke. He was the life 
of our party, and he loved to come into 
_ the room and get three or four of us to 
ae join him in singing one of the many 
songs for which he is responsible. It was 
only last night that he began to sing 
one of them as he sat on the front seat 
on thig side, but when you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, looked at him, he at once de- 
osisted.: There was no fun in which he 
would not join. He was like a big school 
boy coming into our room—always good 
tempered, and we can ill afford to lose 
him. The Australian Workers Union, 
the Australian Labour party, and the 
nation generally will find it, indeed, hard 
_ to replace Jim Page. 

Mr. FOWLER (Perth) [11.58] So May 
I, as one of the few remaining original 
net members of this Chamber, be allowed 

also to add my word of tribute to the 

- memory of the late honorable member for 

“Maranoa? He has been through all 

these years a very intimate personal 

_ friend of mine, and I feel his loss most 
_ deeply. To me he was always 

beau idéal of those who have come from 

_ the Old Land to help to build up the 

- fortunes of Australia. He started at the 


On aly 


back, away from the benefits, the ameni-_ 


‘noa. IL had known him ever since 


the » 


| } ie me his srmpaty 
very bottom, and worked himself up, by 


tact, into the high and hondeales 
tion in which death found him. — 
always lived a strenuous life, and 
manner of his death is probably” the one 
which he would have desired. Ther 
have been many who have alre 
entered this Chamber and have 
it for one reason or another. 

more will yet come, but I feel 
there will never enter within its 


more sae ed hel many other a a 
able members, I should like to ‘agg 


the best side of hie eee was the fé 
that while he forgot the unpleasant thit 
done to him, he never forgot those 
did him a kindness. It may be sai B 
him that he was a Pn brit 


humanity. 
fair deal. He oe many phi 
enemies. For many years, our hens 


comrade discharged the onerous duties o 
the office of Whip of our party. 
arduous and exacting those dutic 


one who, ike myself, has under 
them. He applied himself to their di 
charge with the utmost zeal and effi- 
fopey, and ween the same a te 


I should inks to add a few won 
bute of sorrow on my own behal: 
behalf of the staff of this Parl 
the great loss we have sustain 
death of the honorable member f 


came a member of this House. I 
associated awit him rsatiagy 


with tears in his’ voice peer m La 
sincerest ee in the Pent 


7 wake ins 


brani 


es aa 


je “one deplores his 1 loss more than I do, and 
I hope that his relatives may be given the © 

strength to bear the great load of sorrow 
which the Almighty has placed upon 
them. 

Question resolved in the affirmative, 
honorable members standing in their 
places. 

Motion (be: Sir JoserH Cook) agreed 
_ to— 

That Mr. Deputy Speaker be requested to 

transmit to the relatives the foregoing reso- 


- thereon. 
House adjourned at 12.3 p.m. 


_ House of Representatives. 
| Tuesday, 7 a une, 1921. 


™ 


Mr. Deputy Spzaxer (Hon. J. M. 
Chanter) took the chair at 3 p.m., and 
read prayers. 


DEATH OF THE HONORABLE 
_ JAMES PAGE. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—I have 
received the following messages relative 
to the death of the honorable member for 
Maranoa, Mr. James Page. 
is a cablegram from the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes), in these words— 


} Deeply grieved to learn death of my old and 

_ esteemed friend, the Hon. James Page, who for 
so long ably represented Maranoa in the 
Federal Parliament. 


‘ Mr. Taylor, the Speaker of the Legis- 
lative Assembly of Western Australia, has 
‘’ - telegraphed— Re 

Will you convey to the relatives “and 
friends of the late Mr: Page and members of 
_ your House my very Eaepest sympathy in their 
” very sad loss. 

_ This message is from Senator Payne— 

“ Deeply regret Mr. Page’s death. Kindly con- 
vey sympathy to relatives. 

_ The funeral cortege will leave the Bite 
- ing at a quarter past 3. I shall resume 
the chair at or about 5 p.m. 


Sitting suspended from 3.3 to 5 p.m. 
NORTHERN TERRITORY. 


Taxation Wrrnovut Rerresenrarion. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Is the Acting 
rime Minister aware that considerable 
iscontent exists in the Northern Terri- 
in poonseqnence of residents there be- 
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lution and a copy of the speeches delivered 


The first 


- experiments of that kind than that offered 
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- Derritory. 


ing called upon to pay income tax aaa 
other taxes although they have no direct 
representation in this Parliament? ee 
so, 18 the matter receiving consideration 
at the hands of the Government? 5 

Sir JOSEPH COOK,—1 | have ober 


served that a few residents of the N on 


thern Territory are objecting to pay 
taxes. I have only to say that if He) 
do not like to pay taxes up there they can 
‘come down here and pay them. . There 1 1s 
no trouble in that regard. ‘ 


RUSSIAN SOVIET GOVERNMENT. 
‘Mr. HIGGS.—I have often felt that. 


this Parliament ought to be made ac 


quainted by the Imperial Government 
with foreign affairs. In that connexion, — 


I desire to ask the Acting Prime Minister - | 


whether, with a view of informing the 
minds of those persons in Australia who _ 


are advocating the creation here of a Com: a 


munism, such as has been established in > 
Russia, he will ascertain whether there 


is any truth.in the statement which ap- 


peared in the press of yesterday that the . 
Russian Soviet Cabinet has indorsed — 
proposals by the Prime Minister (Mi 
Lenin) for returning to their owners — 
commercial and_ industrial businesses — 


terprise ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I have not seen 
the statement, but should think it very — 
probable that M. Lenin is at last displage 
ing a little common sense. I am reminded ~ 


tog ees 


2 


taken over by the State from pee en- 


of the story of the Yankee who said a 


that platforms were made to “get in 
on.” M. Lenin is “in,” and, I suppose, 
has no further use for his Communica @ 
“programme. Hither that is the case, One 
he is discovering that Communism dope 
not work out even amongst the simple» 
minded peasants of Russia. 
that there is no more fruitful grotnd for 


by the people with whom he has to deal. — 
If Communism has broken down there 

- that should be the best of all reasons oe 
we should not attempt any such foolish — 
experiment here. 


COMMONWEALTH STEAMERS. ” Hy 
Lack or Cargo. 


Mr. FENTON, Has . the Acti 
Prime Minister any information to ues Ff 
ply the House 1 in regard to those eveasely 


é 


of * - 
x ee ae 


I should: Say, 


é - 


s ar 


f the Cutiguwadith eae of Heamars 


up, I understand, is the Furalia, which 
is now lying alongside the Williamstown 


ts available. Can the Acting Prime Min- 
ister inform the House of the real reason 
why no cargo is available for ships owned 
: by the Commonwealth Government? 


‘oir JOSEPH COOK.—If it ‘be true 
that there is no cargo available for these 
— yessels, I am quite unable to inform the 
a honorable member why that is so. After 
all, it is only an assumption; but I shall 


be. glad to make inquiries. I. should 


steamers is susceptible to the same in- 
fluences as is every other line. There 
is not that trade going on up and down 
a world that one would like to see. 
_ Maybe the position will improve by-and- 

by; ; but from all that I can learn about 

the Commonwealth line of steamers, they 
: “are doing as well as any other ships. 


es NEW GUINEA. . 
‘Mr. GREGORY.—Will the Acting 


Pas Minister state when the Govern- 

ment intend to submit definite proposals 

and legislation for the future administra- 
tion of German New Guinea? . 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am _ unable 


ie say at the moment when we shall do 


“ 


Things are beginning to take shape 


ay nb there; civil administration has been 
2 Ber UD; but just when we shall be ready 
_ to proceed with legislation I cannot say 
at the moment. : 


\ ‘LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 
My. HIGGS. —Has the Acting Brite: 


| Minder any official information as to the 
‘League of Nations and the Commission ‘ 


which. is proposing certain amendments — 
in the articles of the Covenant? If fe ; 


has not that information, will he endea- | 
vour to obtain it from the Imperial Go- | 
vernment and acquaint the House of it? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. — I think the 


better plan would be forme to consult 


my honorable colleague.the Minister for 


_ Repatriation (Senator Millen), who has 
just returned from Geneva. He. may 


which are said to be held up owing to lack. 
of cargo? The last of the line to be tied. 


pier, and is to remain there until cargo is 


imagine that the Commonwealth line of 


‘ mort agen os ¢ vey matter. ol am 


“aware, ‘ef course, that a ( 2 
set up to deal with amendme ts 
Covenant. It appears from th 
and that is the only information 
at the moment—that the Commission . 
already got to work and has made sor 
rather drastic proposals for the amen 
ment of the Covenant. If those ame 
ments result in the United State 
America coming into the League, th 
should imagine, would be about th 
thing that could sap / 


bable that some other hon abi 
ber would address himself — to 
mate I am. about to discuss. a 


ie a few moments whilst is oe 1pon 
subject which I consider deserves some ¢ 
tention. But an hour or two ago we 
pay the last sad rites to a late 3 
of this Chamber, and it comes as 


cureent as to who are aspiring to 
vacant seat. ear sir, it wou 


the people who are responsible fhe these 
rumours, even Hench it eer ha 


fabs of public and private life, a 
have refused to give currency ‘to 
‘which in this connexion are cl 
the moment. To me it seems 
_rage against decency that indivi 
the press should, at such a mome 


in regard to the vacant place. ( 
- tleman whose name during the las 
_two has been associated with the 
seat is very much hurt. He has he 
communication from any one on t 
ject, and he himself has said n 
with regard to ib. ah has been ver 


even a remote way with th 
ating tae iguadey at this 


x % 
NEW SOUTH WALES INCOME 
: TAXATION. — 


Me carly Clonee! s attention been drawn 
Pe to the fact that the New South Wales 
_ ‘Taxation Commissioners are discriminat- 
ing between the salaries of Federal and 
State members of Parliament, allowing 
_ State members ten times as much by way 
oP of expenses as they allow to Federal mem- 
_ bers? If so, does the honorable gentle- 
. . man consider that such discrimination is 
within the powers conferred upon the 
& Commissioners by the Commonwealth 
Act governing’ the matter ? 

Mr. GROOM.—My attention has not 
~ been drawn to the matter, but I promise 
the honorable member to “have it looked 
_ Into. Sa | 


om&TIFICATES OF 
NATURALIZATION FOR GERMANS. 


- Mr. GABB asked the Minister for 
; Home and Territories, upon notice— 


1. Whether applications by persons of Ger- 
is man origin for certificates of naturalization 
~ were held up over the Reparations difliculty? 
_ 2. If so, are they still so held up? 

@ 3. If so, seeing that the Reparation question 
_ is settled, when will the embargo be removed? 


Mr. WISE.—I have not the tee 
tion. 


MONT PARK HOSPITAL. 


TRANSFER OF Pavimyrs. 


') Mr. LISTER asked the Minister re- 
) _presenting the Minister for Repatriation, 
upon notice— 


at No. 16 A.G. Hospital (Mont Park) ordered 


ie _ to be transferred on 27th April from the hos- — 
pital and to be received, ten into the Kew 


Lunatic Asylum and ten into “the 
Lunatic Asylum? 

2. If so, under what authority were these 
patients ordered to be so transferred, and to 
bé so received into the said asylums? 4 
_ 3. Who signed the authority, and when? 
ae What was the reason for the transfer? 


Mr. RODGERS.— The. answers to the 
onorable member’ Ss questions are:— ~ 


1, Yes. 

2. Under the authority of the Inspector- 
G neral of the Insane, approved a the Repa- 

iation Commission. 

3. See No. 2. 

4. Pressure of space. By an Acfaitemnant 
isting between the Commonwealth and State 
overnment of Victoria, military and repatria- 
on cases were being accommodated in No. 16 
H. bare outa: eS new Apher 


Sunbury 


eat et 


“Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—Has the 


1. Were twenty patients i in the mental ward 


Hospital. 


Te eR: 4 
a 
designed exclusively for ex-soldier patients, "aa 
This block is now completed, but as unfortu- — _ 
nately the number of soldier mental cases is 
somewhat in excess of the estimate originally _ 
formed, it is not possible to transfer all such — 
cases thereto. Accommodation for this OXCOMB 015, 
had therefore to be promptly found, as_ thee ¢: 
State authorities require No. 16 A. i H. ford) 
carrying out their own scheme in relation to 
civil patients. An arrangement has, however, — ; 
now been effected under which the new ex- 
soldier block will be occupied, together with 
a ward in No 16 A. G. H. for infirmary © 
eases. As the State authorities require the 
full use of No. 16 A. G. H. during the coming — 
year, the whole position is being considered — 
with a view to providing such additional es 
commodation for ex-soldier Dege re as aye be = 
necessary. rs 


“DIFFERENCE OF EXCHANGE | 
DUMPING.” oe 


Dr. MALONEY asked the Minitees 


for Trade and Customs, upon notice— 


1. Is it the intention of the Cabinet to in- 
troduce a Bill dealing with dumping, espe+ 
cially with what may be classed as * Difference oy 
of Exchange Dumping”? | 

2. If so, in view of the allegation that salen 
dumping is being arranged for at the pee 


* moment; will the Minister introduce such. Bill” 


at the earliest opportunity 7 ae 
3. Will the Minister cable to ‘the United. a) 
States of America and any other country that 
has introduced legislation to deal with such — 
dumping for full particulars and information: ba 


Mr. GREENE—The answers to the 


honorable member’s questions are :— 


1. It is the intention of the Government to 
introduce a Bill dealing with dumping which 
will cover the question of dumping by means. of 
depreciated exchange? “14 ee 

2. Yes. : 

3. Action has been taken to obtain informa- ‘ 
tion from countries where legislation has been iy 
introduced to deal with dumping. | oe 


PAPERS. 


The pre- 


following papers were 
sented :-— ws 
Arbitration (Public Service) Act—Deter-~ a . oy 


mination by the Arbitrator, &c.—No. 1 of — 
1921—Australian Postal Linemen’s Union. 

Audit Act—Transfers of amounts rope 
by the Governor-General in Council— 
Financial year 1920-21—Dated lst June, 
1921. 

China—Correspondence respecting the ‘New 
Financial Consortium in. (Paper presented 

_ to British Parliament.) 

Lands Acquisition Act—Land acquired 
under, at, Berri, South Australia——For 
postal purposes. 

Post and Telegraph Act—Regulations 
-Amended—Statutory Rules 1921, Nos. hie: 
72, 83, 90, Fe and 92. ie 


- Public Sur tce ae . ' 
Appointment of P. A. awards, Monae 
~ “ment of the Treasury. 
Promotions’ of F. G. Duesbury, R. R. 
“4s. .* O’Brien, and H. W. .Waters, vg ana 
ment of the Treasury. " 
War Service Homes Act—Land acquired 
_under, at— 
Beech Forest, Victoria. 
- Granville, New South ae ( 2), 


EXTRA SITTING DAY. 


Us - Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—Act- 


ae ing Prime Minister) [5.15].—I move— 


That, unless otherwise ordered, the House 


fs shall ‘Bit on each Tuesday at 3 o’clock p.m.; 


(ae 


pe each Wednesday and Thursday at half-past 
o'clock, p.m.; and on each Friday at 11 
: 0 cine a.m, 


- When I gave notice of this motion the 
other evening there was avery general 
een regarding it, and, therefore, 
I do not propose to detain ‘the House 
now. I shall be glad if honorable mem- 
bers will allow the motion to go through 
with as little delay as possible, so that 
we may get to the real business of the 
_ House. 

_ Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [5.16].—It 
‘is quite true that there was very little 
_ opposition shown to this motion when 
“notice was given of it at our last sitting. 
There seems to be an impression amongst 
honorable members that by sitting on 
Tuesdays we may be able later on to have 
two or three weeks’ recess’ before resum- 
ing what we may expect to be a_ long 
and arduous session, inasmuch as we have 
_ the ~Constitution Convention and other 
legislation which will practically keep us 
em ployed all the year. I do not know 
whether it is intended that we shall meet 
on Tuesdays during the whole of the 
‘Session, or merely “until we have com- 
_pleted our consideration of the Tariff. 
If it is intended to sit on Tuesdays all 
through the session, I would point out 
that this may prove to be not necessary. 


Sir Josrpn Coox.—The motion is that - 


_we shall git on Tuesdays, “ unless other- 
“wise ordered.” 


-Mr. CHARLTON.—Am I 


considered when we have completed our 
consideration of the Tariff? 


“Mr. GREENE. Oe have 


taken. a similar course. 


ca to visit their homes. — 


right in 
assuming that the matter will be further. 


previ jously . 


ie Mr. CHARLTON. Gite 80; iD only 
o _ desire to have the aes made clear. } 


Vitae of the we 3 to say 2 
on behalf of representatives from dis 
States. I think that we should si 

least four days a week, and thus co: 
plete our business at an “earlier date, 
afford those honorable members an opp 
Person: 


more consideration to those whee 2 
from a distance. . I Lerenelie ey 


night sittings. 

Mr. MATHEWS dtesuaae 
[5.18].—I do not know whd@her n 
tion is different from that of othe 
Melbourne ‘representatives, but pS 
matter of fact, while the Tariff is efore 
us, I really dare not leave the ¢ am 
The discussion on the metals and 
chinery items has been protracted ; 
as a rule, if an honorable mem 
leaves the chances: he | KG may 


¥ 


doze 


Mr, Huéror Lamonp. Wh a | 
those honorable members who hay 
travel two days in order — 
from their work? 


My. © 


difficulties. The honorable mem 
Dene (Mr. eee is an 


in his aihences we ee be aa 
some progress with the Tari 
at the risk of Hed rabee ok 3 


cada eas 
ft June, 


en Paphationty: Ghat in Pe ting members 
~ to spend another day per week in this 
_. chamber the Government are asking them 
. am to do more than they can do—that is, if 
_ my experience is that of others. 

Mr. FOLEY (Kalgoorlie) [5.21].— 
- During my parliamentary career I have 
aed been of the opinion that parlia- 
-mentarians should sit at least four out of 
_ . the six working. days. 
ollie for Melbourne Ports (Mr. 
Mathews) said that he had a lot of work 
to do outside. So have others. It is 
of no use for any one of us_to endeavour 
hid bluff members inside about the work 
me we have to do. 
Gy Mr. Marsews.—You have 

Pulte to do, anyhow ! . 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
_ M. Chanter).—Order! 
able member to withdraw that remark. 
Mr. Marusws.—I withdraw it; but I 
have watched the honorable mnermier Soy 
a good while, and know that he does 

nothing. 

Mr. FOLEY.—We all have work . do 
outside, but I still contend that at least 

Pe tour days of our time should be given 

_ weekly to the work of Parliament. If 

a public man in Parliament cannot give 


damned 


_ for which he is paid 
Mr. Marurews.—I have no ‘private 
business. Mine is all public business. 
I am not talking of private business. 
Mr. FOLEY.—Nor am I speaking 
about any private occupation; but if a 
member of Parliament cannot give four 
days a week to public business in this 
chamber, then he is not doing himself 
ustice in that regard. If we give four 
days a week to our work here, we shall 
have a lot of time when the session is 
over to do the necessary public business 
utside. We should consider also the 
members of the Government. We _ all 
know that Ministers have to work at, their 
public duties in their offices all day, and 
2 hen come here to attend the sittings of 
Parliament. It is especially arduous on 
hem to ask them to sit four days a week. 
- Mr. Hector Lamonp. —How many of 
hem are here? 
Mr. FOLEY—I have noticed that 
generally quite a number of them are 
present. We could assist materially to 


1921.) 


The honorable 


I ask the honor- ° 


four days a week to the public business 


ret the business of this Chamber finished. 


cD fi Sitting Day. 


velock every night instead of nicking 

at 10. J have every sympathy for the a 
honorable member for Melbourne Ports 
in tegard to the public work he has todo 


outside, but I submit that the work which Wy 
he and other members representing near- 


by constituencies have to,do does not take 
up nearly the time that is required for 
the work of members who represent more AG 
remote portions of Australia. Men ne 
their position have to do a great deal of 
their work by correspondence, whereas 
members who represent ‘Melbourne con- Pt 
stituencies may do a great deal of it by — 
personal interviews. | 
a confidence trick on any one, as the hon- ~ 
orable member for Hunter (Mr. Char- 
ton) suggested might be done, in regard 
to this motion. * 1 take it that the words 
“until otherwise ordered ” in the motion Bake 
méans “until the Tariff is finished.” If, - 
however, it is the intention of the Gos. 
vernment, when the Tariff is finished, to — 
continue the Tuesday sittings, they should _ 
bring down a. definite motion, and give 
honorable members an opportunity of — 
discussing the question of an extra ~ 
day’s sitting on its merits. If that Oppor- 
tunity is given, I shall vote for sitting ~ 
four days a week whilst the business of 
the House lasts. Dee 
Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [5, 25]. Dy 
—I have always been in favour of sitting _ 
four days a week. It is not fair to mem- — i 
bers from .at least three States in the — 


union to have to wait about in Melbourne 


after the House rises on Friday afternoon 


ca 
2 


until the following Wednesday afternoon — — 


at 3 o’clock, whilst more fortunate mem- __ 
bers are able to go to their homes. Those 
who live in Victoria can reach their: — 
homes by Saturday at least, but it is im- Mer 
possible for members from three States gy 3M 
to go home at all. 
one week to go to my home and back 
again, and I would have less than one day 
there when I reached it. It would not be ae 


any hardship for members to sit for four 


days in the week. I am hopeful that by 
so doing we shall be able to get through 

the work and so obviate these protracted __ 
sessions which take up practically the 
whole of the year. is 
that, taking the work of the Parliament 
generally, and speaking by and large, 
there is no'reason why this House should 
be in session moge than six months in the 
year. We could do all our work in that 


boats 


I would not put up | 


It would take me just ; x 


I have always thought ° 


time, and members would be given a 


ing into their constituencies to learn the 
- requirements of their own people. 
There are members from Western. Aus- 
tralia, Queensland, and Tasmania who 
practically have; to neglect their consti- 
- tuencies personally. . Hak 
© Mr. Marnews.—The honorable mem- 
ber will admit that there are other re- 
quirements besides sitting here? © | 


“eae ie McoWILLIAMS.—I do admit it. 
I know there are very great requirements, 
put these press just as heavily, and indeed 


 far-distant States than on those who have 
the good fortune to represent Victorian 
constituencies. I would urge the Act- 


to take the course suggested by the hon- 
- orable member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. 
Foley); that is, that if this motion 1s 
to apply only while the Tariff is before 
- the House, the Government should give 
the House an opportunity, as early as 


the session ends. 

- Mr. MAHONY (Dalley) [5.28].—We 
have to consider whether the carrying of 
the motion and the institution of an 
extra day’s sitting per week will push 
- Government business ahead any quicker. 
My parliamentary experience leads me to 
believe that the extra sitting day gets 
the Government no further ahead at all. 
By granting an extra day, the House 1s 


continue to sit four days per week until 


for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) a further 
opportunity of talking at large upon 
‘Tariff matters. See ae 

ee Mr. McoWritrams.—Has he not a right 
to speak? | 

_ Mr. MAHONY.—Of course; but he 
has no right to entail hardship upon 


the honorable member for Dampier feels 
that it is his burning duty to talk upon 
every item in the Tariff at length, it is 
- about time the House took steps to stop 
him doing so. The Tariff has to go 


v to-day, and with our present system of 


_ vernment desire in the Tariff is what will 
go thro 


4 
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¥ 


chance, which does not occur now, of go- 


- thought fit, on certain occasions, to 


a great deal heavier, on members from 


‘ing Prime Minister (Sir Joseph Cook) | 


possible, to decide whether we shall not | 


really only giving the honorable member 


other members because he is not capable 
_ of explaining himself in a few words. If 


t _orable members. And surely we ¢ 
through, and, as parties are constituted i‘ 
government, I admit that what the Go- knows how he intends to vote o 


ugh. That. being so, why should able members; therefore all 


the Government permit any hono 
member to talk so repeatedly in 
mittee? During the present an 
vious sessions the Government 


a time limit to the debate, sometim 
duly restricting debate; but I really ¢ 
it is advisable to take some such ac 
to expedite the discussion of the 
in which it appears an honorable x be 
may get up and talk as much and as ofte 
as he likes on almost any subject ur 
the sun. The Tariff should be dealt wit 
on practical, common-sense lines. 7 
Government should conduct the 
in this way. pact ak, 
Mr. Grecory.—But we do no 
“your way. That is the trouble. 
Mr. MAHONY.—If the 
member for Dampier were over 
side of the House, he would sot 
my way of doing business. If 
vernment were not obliged to depe 
the votes of honorable members 


: 
t 


If they believe that the Tari 
why not get it disposed of quick 
Mr. Grecory.—How many 
have you been in the chamber 
Tariff was introduced ¢ me 
Mr. MAHONY.—I have been here 
often as possible. Of course, if th 
representative of His Majesty requir 
me to perform certain duties as a2 
of a Royal Commission, I feel 
bound, as a loyal subject of His 
to obey. — at ae 
Sir Josrpx Coox.—But we are al! 
favour of the motion, so why not 
it to go to the vote? : 
Mr. MAHONY.—I am not. 
of it. The Acting Prime Minist 
one of those who are obliged to mak 
week-end journey by train to 
State, must know that, this trai 
ling is killing in its effects, 
extra day’s sitting may 
mean the death of very many 


ne 
ari 


want to kill one another in thi 
-Tiament? The Leader of the 


‘Tariff items. So do TI and) 


ek 


_ the world from the honorable member for 
_ Dampier will not have any effect upon 
the Committee. If we have an extra 
-day’s sitting,I fear that the grim Reaper 
will cause more vacancies in the ranks 
» of honorable members, and so I put it 
to the Government that in their own in- 
terests it would be well for them not to 
insist upon the extra day. They already 
have ample power to expedite the passage 
of the Tariff. I invite them to use this 
power. ‘That would be a far more sen- 
sible thing to do than to require honor- 
able members to sit an extra day each 
week. 
_ Mr, LIVINGSTON (Barker) [5.35 ].— 
I feel confident that the more days we 
sit the less work we shall do. Ministers, 
I am sure, with Parliament sitting three 
days a week, have already quite enough 
work to do. JI agree with the honorable 
member for Melbourne Ports (Mr. 
Mathews) that a great deal of the work 
done by an honorable member for his 
constituency is performed, not in this 
Chamber, but elsewhere. Every honor- 
able member knows how his correspon- 
dence piles up, if it is not attended to 
promptly. I recollect on one occasion 
_ au honorable member who was continually 
making speeches in this’ House asking 
_me why I did not speak more frequently, 
and in reply I gave ‘him what I thought 


to be good advice. I said to him, “If 
you keep your tongue quiet and 
use your pen, you may stay here 


for some time.” Honorable members 
have a great deal to do outside the 
sitting days of Parliament. Person- 
ally, four days a week will suit me, as I 
am always in Melbourne on a Tuesday, 
but I sympathize with those honorable 
- members from the more distant States. 
_ They cannot get to their homes an Fri- 
_ day afternoon, and for their sake J shall 
_ be prepared to vote for the motion. The 
honorable member for Franklin (Mr. 
_ MecWilhams) has told us of his difficul- 
_ ties in regard to travelling to and from 
_ his home, but I think the day is not far 
_ distant when he may be able to reach his 
- home: in a few hours. 
before long the Tasmanian mails will be 
_ taken over by aeroplane, so that the hon- 
_ orable member may then, if he chooses, go 
aeross to Tasmania in ‘the - evening and 
eturn to Melbourne on the following 


ik June, 1921.) 


7 


I believe that | 


Sitting Day. 


Dr. MALONEY ‘Cal paarns) 5. 38]— Ly 
It seems to me, from the course of the 
debate, that in the future honorable — 
members will be required to say whether — 
they are full-timers, half-timers, (ae 
quarter-timers. The honorable member 
for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Foley) lives a 
greater distance from Melbourne aes 
many other honorable members, so: it 
would be impossible for him' to go home 
each week-end, but I think some of the 
Tasmanian representatives could return 
to their homes as frequently as do honor- 
able members from New South Wales, — 
and their mode of travelling would be. 
far healthier than a train journey of about — 
600 miles to Sydney. It would be wise, 
I think, to take the Tariff im globo, ‘and 
later, if there were discrepancies, the 
Minister could introduce legislation piece- 
meal to deal with them. The Board which 
the Minister proposes to appoint could — 
report to the Minister if undue pro-— 
fits were being made by any manu- 
facturers, and suggest other Tariff 
items for the consideration of this House. — 
A matter more important than the Tariff 
is the dumping of foreign goods on ac- 
count of the special opportunities offered 
by the adverse exchange. The High 


‘Court has decided against the policy | 


which the Minister desires to carry oub ~ 
in order to’ prevent dumping, and Aus- 
tralia is left open to dumping of a kind 
that the world has never before known. | 
My parliamentary duties are much easier ' 
for me when the House is sitting than — 
when it is not. If any honorable mem- 
ber doubts that statement, I invite him 
to visit my office, preferably on Mondaaee” : 
or Fridays, at 10.15 a.m., in order to uae 
the amount of work I have to deal with. 
Some important notices of motion by pri- : 
vate members appear on the business- 
paper, and, if necessary, [ would be pre-— 
pared to sit every day in the week for two 
or three months rather than continue ihe 
present half-and-half system. <A con- 
tinuous sitting like that would be much > 
more healthy for those who have to travel - 
to other States at the week-ends, and I 
say candidly that if: I were the ‘medical 
adviser to the Acting Prime Minister 
(Sir, Joseph Cook) I would forbid him — 
travelling to and from Sydney each week- ° 
end. Amongst the private notices mgt 


motion is one relating to the destitute al- — 


lowance for whieh I would like a ies 


as 


ther dealing with the metric system of 
weights and measures, another relating to 
the burden of eternal interest forced upon 
Australia by the late accursed war, an- 
Sais? relating to the need for economy 
and the necessity for doing away with the 
- High Commissioner’s Office, thus effect- 
ing a saving of £1,100,000 per annum; 
another relating to appointments unjustly - 
made in the Public Service by which 


. officers have been promoted from 
positions earrying £1,000 to— others 
earrying £2,000, while others have 


had their eelaticd raised from £500 to 


ae 500. 
an opportunity of dealing with those 


: f appointments, but if the opportunity were 


_ afforded, it would express itself seriously 
_upon the subject. 1 should like to add 
another to the many suggestions I have 

c made to the different Ministries during 
the years I have been a member of this 
House. Why cannot we work solidly for 
a month or two months, following the 
example of a country that has far greater 
difficulties to contend with than has Aus- 
tralia? The members of this House, 
- - whether they come from the distant-parts 
of Western Australia, or the north of 
Queensland, or Tasmania, all think, read 
and write in the same language. The 
little nation of Switzerland uses three 


My 


ue heaeae in its Parliament. In the 
name of common sense, how would 
“ewe get through our work if three 


~ languages were employed in our de- 

os bates, “and we prolonged our sessions 
g as we do now? If a member spoke 
in one language, another member who 
spoke a different language would be en- 
titled to demand a translation; thus the. 
nine hours’ speech delivered by Mr. 
_ Webster’ on one occasion, if expressed in 

_ three languages, would probably extend 
over thirty-six hours! Why is it that the 
Swiss Parliament can get through its 
work with two sessions of three weeks 
each, although speaking three languages? 
° That Parliament meets in summer at 8 
a.m., and an absent. member is fined. A 
a ‘majority of the House is necessary to 
constitute a quorum. 

- jowns for lunch at 1 p.m., resumes at 2 
p-m., and adjourns at 4 p.m., until 8 a.m. 
next. morning. The only difference in 


@ another rane to or. Homes, an- 


The House has never yet had 


machines,. machinery, or machine tools, i 


- item a:—‘and on and after 8th Jun 


‘ Tal, 60s.” 


‘amendment. The Minister (Mr. Greene 


The House ad-_ 


Tae session is s that the House 2 meets — 


‘one hour later. If the Mini 00 
to proceed with this motion, I shall vo 

for it. I would like to see the Tariff dis- 
posed of in globo, on the understan¢ 
that the proposed Tariff Board would 
refer to Parliament those items whi re 
quired adjustment. If that were d ne, 

we could immediately apply ourselves 
the dumping evil which oe 
~ factory in Australia. 


Consideration resumed frovl nd 
(vide page eine 


*Motive . power, engine combinatiot 
power connexions are “dutiable under their 
spective headings when not integral parts us 


Item 136— 


Iron and Steel— 
(a) Pig iron, per ton, British, 208., 
mediate ae general 40s, a 


Upon which Mr. Warxins haa mo vec 
way of amendment— 
That the following words be added. 


per ton, British, 308, ; tered a i ie 


Mr, FENTON (Marihyrnone [5 
I had sean that after the : 


the discussion to-day with an ant 
ment of .his intention to acce 
is placing considerable reliance n 
Se al ee and,” a 


had hoped to raise it, it would a 
that he is looking hopefully to his nt 
dumping measure to insure the pro ec 
of Australian industry. ; te 
day is exceptionally troubled re 
cially. There is great oo 
organization going on abroa 

every market. In the interests | 
tralia we should provide ample 
guards, or our industries, old and : 
may be swamped. As a first ste ne | 
that the Minister will yet accept 
amendment ‘of the honorable 1 


Laer} 


"5: aoe 


Neweastle (Mr. Watkins). And, as a 
ies second means, I hope Parliament will 
 ¢lothe the Minister and his Department 
with considerable powers to prevent 
‘dumping. I have noted with regret the 
_ tremendous revenues which are nowadays 
derived by way of Customs duties. The 
existing Tariff has been in operation for 
about fifteen months—more than cover- 
‘ing the current financial year. Notwith- 
standing that fact, however, imports 
have risen in value from a total of about 
£70,000,000 per annum a year or two ago 
- to a figure which will possibly reach 
_ £150,000,000 for the present year. It is 
true that the values of very many of the 
imported lines are higher than formerly , 
but, making a liberal allowance, 16 must 
be apparent, even to those honorable 
members with pronounced Free Trade 
views, that there is far too much impor- 
tation of goods, most of which should be 
manufactured by our own people in our 
own country. Under the present Tariff 
- gchedule the Commonwealth will receive 
an increase in revenue, arising from Cus- 
toms duties, amounting to more than 
- £10,000,000. It is a very serious matter 
that goods of practically double the value 
of those imported a year or so ago, are now 
being brought into the Commonwealth. 
I chance to be one of those who buy farm- 
ing material and implements nowadays. 
JT ask the honorable member for Dampier 
(Mr. Gregory) how those who carry on 
‘ rural activities have been benefited at the 
hands of the importers of galvanized iron 
and fencing wires?) He knows full well 
that in recent times the farmer has had to 
pay three or four times the values of a 
few years ago for all his farming requi- 
sites. it 
i. Mr. Grecory.—aAnd he still has to do 


_ Mr. FENTON.—Yes; but the situa- 
tion must be altered, and here is the op- 
portunity; for if the Committee does not 
agree to the amendment immediately 
under discussion it will be difficult to con- 
fer any greater measure of protection 
than exists at present in respect of the 
new subsidiary industries of Australia. 

- Mr. Grecory—The higher you build 
the Tariff wall the greater is the oppor- 
tunity afforded to the exploiter inside of 
Waptrglia. or ee a. Miia 

Mr. FENTON.—The greatest ex- 


loiter is the importer. 
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. if there are Australians who are prepared 


a Tariff. 


Mr. Grecory.—No fear! >» Ais 

Mr. FENTON.—Undoubtedly. Every _ 
farmer in Australia has been and is being 
“ fleeced”? by the importer of galvanized 
iron and wire and barbed wire. Al 
though I am not, perhaps, in sympathy 
with the political ideals of Australian 
men of wealth, I say, unhesitatingly, that 


to put their money inta industries of the 
kind which are now under consideration, 
and to provide fair conditions of employ- — 
ment at fair rates of wages, | willdomy ~ 
share towards granting those mantfac- 
turers adequate protection, while at the 
same time safeguarding and protecting 
the worker and the consumer. ee 
Mr. Grecory.+-You cannot protect the — 
consumer. ae 


Mr. FENTON.—We can, and the — 
Minister is pledged to take steps to do — 
so. I have confidence in she Minister and — 
faith in the adequacy of his proposals. 
I believe they will be effective against the 
“fleecing” proclivities both of the im- — 
porter and of the local manufacturer. I 
have confidence, further, in the efficacy — 
of the Minister’s proposed anti-dumping © 
law. Although I have no brief for the 
English firm of Lysaghts Limited, I — 
call attention to what is being done “in 
connexion with the founding of its gal- — 
vanized-iron industry in Australia. The — 
company has already spent about — 
£90,000,000 upon the housing of its work- — 
men. I again plead with the Minister to — 
relent from his attitude of opposition to — 
the amendment, and I stress that unless — 
he does so it will be very difficult for this > 
Committee to grant further necessary pro- _ 
tection to the subsidiary industries which _ 
depend upon Australia’s iron and steel 
industry. The capital invested in the iron — 
and steel works of the Broken Hill Pro- — 
prietary Limited up to 31st December, — 
1920, amounted to £5,639,365. The amount — 
paid in wages at the limestone quarry, 
the iron ore deposit, and at the iron and 
steel works up to the same date was 
£1,230,000. That sum has been distri- — 
buted among 5,709 workers, which aver- 
ages £213 per man per annum by an in- | 
dustry which is as yet in its initial stages. 
Tf it had not, been for the operations of © 
the. Newcastle Steel Works railway con- — 
struction in Australia would have been — 
held up. Das NE 


au. na would a heen ae 
up entirely. 
ses Bak FEN TON bee it Peale 
We have arrived at a stage when we 
‘should cease importing rails, fishplates, 
and bolts now that we are in a position 
to manufacture them in the Common- 
ve “ realth: particularly when the manufac- 
ture of these articles provides employ-. 
ment for a large number of our own people. 
If the Broken Hill Proprietary Company 
Limited endeavour to exploit the people 
to whom they dispose of their products 
we shall, under the proposal of the Min- 
ister for Trade and Customs (Mr. 
_ Greene) be able to make it so uncom- 
fortable for them that they will not 
_ dream of committing the offence twice. 
At the iron and steel works, 4,886 men 
are employed, and at the ironstone deposit 
: and limestone quarry 8,823 men are work- 
ing. All of these men have dependants, 
and therefore a large number of people 
are at present depending upon the opera- 
_ tions of this industry for their livelihood. 
The honorable member for Dampier 
- (Mr. Gregory) made a special point of 
the fact that when this industry was 
_ established the late general manager, Mr. 
 Delprat, who with his expert knowledge 
_ and general organizing ability may be re- 
7 garded as the ‘‘ king pin ’”’ of the under-_ 
iG taking, said that the industry would ‘not 
. _Tequire any assistance by means of pro- 
_tective duties. If Mr. Delprat made 
such a statement in 1912 he has since 
corrected it. When the Joint Committee 
of Pubhe Accounts was inquiring into the 
_ question of shipbuilding Mr. Delprat 
was called to give evidence. For the 
_ information of honorable members I 
shall read the following extract from the 
report presented by the Joint Committee 
of Public Accounts on the 17th Novem- 
_ der, 1920. It reads— 


The Broken Hill Proprietary Company Limited 
ahve decided upon a considerable extension of 
their works and plants, including a mill for 

rolling the large plates for shipbuilding, which 
hitherto have had to be obtained from abroad. 
The general manager of this 
confident that all the materials for shipbuilding 
Gould be produced in Australia as cheaply as 
: “anywhere else, if protection by a Tariff were 
afforded against the powerful corporations in 
_ other countries, which might otherwise, wipe 
the Commonwealth industry out by dumping. 


Sha 


i 


That i is the opinion of Mr. Delprat when 
od he was. general manager of the company 
which isn now conducting ros aba 


been engaged in some of the p 


company was . 


argument in favour of this industi 
when in war time they might, accor 


end. ae N epeal oY during 
nearly every. manufacturer ex 
people more or less. The general n 1 
of Walkers Limited said that instea 
charging the price ruling on the oth 
side of the world they actually deliver 
the goods at half the cost. The r 
which I have quoted was signed by 
Chairman ‘of the Committee, the h 


able member for Perth (Ma. Fowl on 


who has a decided leaning towards 
Trade. Here i is another ext ract fr 


now before the Gonuuities al 


The cost of shipbuilding has jumped up a 
the result of the war to three times t 
war rates. For ships that were once 
for under £10 per ton, builders in Great Br 
have been asking and getting as much as £ 
per ton, while in America prices were stil 
higher. Under these circumstances, th 
tunity of entering into the production 
in Australia was a favorable one. Th 
Hill Proprietary Company Limited we 
pared to supply sections and angles, and th ‘ 
price of these has been from £17 10s. to eS 9 
per ton. Adding the freight to the overse 
prices for similar materials, we find that bu 
ing from the local manufacturers. ce 
gave an advantage of several pounds p 
One manager expressed the opinion th 
had been obliged to go abroad for these m: 
rials, they would have cost, including 
and freight, something like £35 per ton, 
speak of the inevitable delay, which, of 
meant added expense. 


The manager for Walkers Limited, 
Varquhar, who has, I understand, be 


go into the ueaiant of ship constru ae 
at Cockatoo Island and elsewher H 
dered very valuable evidence. 
sesses exceptional qualifications, an ni 
he appeared before the Joint Commit 

of Public Accounts, stated that 


shipbuilding yards in Great Britain. 
have already stated that one mana rer 
pressed the opinion that if he had 
obliged to go abroad for sectio 
angles, they would have cost 
including price and freight, ( 
mately £35 per ton, : 
from the unavoidable dues ow. 
would have meant additional 
There is the testimony of the. man 


to some, have legitimately charged mol 
than they did for their material, t 
the fair thing by the Epp? of 


- the Newcastle works. 


md ca ed ein Cine to pay for the steel 
they used only half what they would have 


had to pay if they had imported it from 
abroad. 


That is a justification for ask- 
ing for some protection for the industry 
in peace time. I may be told that it is 
intended now to carry out only a certain 


_ programme of shipbuilding, and that ship 


plates will not be required; but honorable 
members are aware that most of our rail- 


ways are being equipped with long iron 


trucks, and rolled sheets of steel and iron 


will be required for the sides and ends of 
_ these trucks. 


It is intended to turn out 
these sheets as well as ships’. plates, if 
they should be required, from the rolling 
mills that are now being laid down at 
I have said, I 


_ think, enough and more than enough to 
convince even honorable members in: the 
corner, including the honorable member 
for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) that it is 


essential to preserve this key industry. I 
am Satisfied that the Minister for Trade 
and Customs will submit effective legisla- 


tion for the protection of the consumer, 


under departmental supervision. 
_ view no harm would be done by doubling 
the duty proposed by the Minister for 
_ Trade and Customs if, at the same time, 

we have a Board to protect the interests 
of the consumers and extra protection in 


and that under that legislation the indus- 
try will be carried on in future practically 
In my 


the way of anti-dumping legislation. 


I am not in this matter falling on 
the neck 
pany, 
Franklin (Mr. 
the other. 


of the 
as the 


Broken Hill Com- 
honorable member for 
McWilliams) suggested 


day...1 am aware | that 


1M there is another firm engaged in this 


industry, and I might quote from re- 
marks made by Mr. Hoskins, the manager 


of that firm, at a picnic given to the em- 
_ ployees, to show that it is the intention of 
_ the firm to lay down a plant at’ Port 


Kembla which is to cost something like 
~ £2,000,000.. 

‘the establishment of great industries of 
oF this kind in our midst. 
_ politically opposed to capitalists, but when 


We cannot lightly ignore 


I find men prepared to invest capital in 
the establishment of big industries and to 
give fair conditions and wages to their 


i employees I should be recreant to my 
_ Protectionist principles and anti-national 


in spirit if I did not do what I could to 


encourage a and ‘protect them, especially 


7 iene 1 


‘jron. 


I speak as one. 


ae I am phot that the Me i 
the consumers are also to be protected. 
Honorable members are agreed that the 
lesson which we should have learned from 
the war is that an island continent like — 
Australia must be self-contained, and yet 
there are members of the Committee who — 
are prepared to reduce Tariff duties to. ( 
such an extent as would prevent the estab- 
lishment of key industries and the subsi- — 
diary industries dependent upon them, 

which are absolutely essential to the well- — 
being of this community. JI remind 


-honorable members that we have made 


arrangements for the establishment of an 
Arsenal, under Government control. 
Though I hope it will not be found to. be 
necessary, if it is established it will re- 
quire considerable quantities of steel and 
Hoskins and Company was in 
existence for some time prior to the war, | 
but was in a struggling condition for a’ 
number of years. That firm and the 
Broken Hill firm are now well estab- 
lished, and the producers of this country © 
should be amongst the first to welcome 
any extension of their operations. Many 
railway lines in Victoria, which have 
come to the assistance of producers who, 
for many years, had to struggle against — 


the difficulties of heavy road haul- 
age, could not have been constructed had > 
we not been able to obtain rails 


from the Broken Hill Company. I am — 
satisfied that the producers would agree 
that these are the industries which we 
should foster in every possible way. = 
__ Mr. Grecory.—We need to be able’ to 
obtain rails at a fair price, other we | 
cannot build railways. | 

Mr, FENTON.—The honorable mem- i 
ber cannot complain about the price: of 
rails. 

Mr. Grecory.—I can, 
quoted the price. i 

Mr. FENTON.—The Minister vi i 
Trade and Customs has admitted that ‘but u 


‘and I have. 


for the rails turned out by these com- 


panies railroad construction in Australia : 
would have been held up. ‘ 
Mr. Grrcory.—Rails cost £8 16s, per ai 
ton f.o.b. Port Augusta before the BEA 
and they cost to-day £17 15s. per ton. 
Mr. Warxins.—What did rails cost. be- 
fore the war in other parts of the world? — 
Mr. FENTON.—TIE to-day we are pay: | 
ing £17 per ton for rails, and could on 


\ lens for £10 from America, or some 
other country, would the honorable mem- 
ber for Dampier consider that that was a 


sufficient reason for abolishing this duty? 


Tf the Broken Hill Company and Hos- 
kins Company were wiped out, and no 


‘ rails were being manufactured in Aus- 
tralia, will the honorable member talk mer 


: how mueh we should then have to pay 


- 3n other lines. 


for imported rails ? 


I have had some ex- 
perience of the difficulties of producers 
I know that importers 


are prepared to keep their prices down 
_ exceptionally low in order to kill the local 


industry, so that they may have their own 
sweet will with the consumer afterwards. 


_ Mr, Forzy.—The honorable member 


has not explained the discrepancy be- 


tween Australian and British prices. 


-- Mr. FENTON .—I do not think we could 


get rails from Great Britain to-day at £10. 
per ton. 


I am reminded by the interjec- 


tion of a contention urged by the honor- 


able member for Kalgoorlie (Mr, Foley), 


_ which he will excuse me for saying was, 


oa my opinion, anti- Australian. 


He has 


said that people in Western Australia 
- might obtain goods more cheaply from 


Great 


| Britain than from the Eastern 
States of the Commonwealth. If the hon- 


-orable member is a broad-minded Aus- 


_ tralian, and believes in the establishment 
of Australian industries, why should he 


seek to foster enterprises across the seas? 
I believe that the honorable member is 
‘better than his words, and that if it were 


_ a question of the life or death of an Aus- 


tralian industry, he would join with other 
‘Western Australians to keep that indus- 


: try going. I want to see high protec- 
tive duties imposed for the assistance of 


essential industries in Australia. 


That 


is the way in which the prosperity of other 
- countries has been built up. If Australia 


a 


is to be a nation, and we are to be worthy 
_of the ‘name of ‘Australia, we must, whe- 
ther we are Free Tradord or Picicchore 
ists, do all tlfat is necessary to make Aus- 


aS 
, 


tralian industries secure. 


‘Mr. LISTER (Corio) [6.20].—The con- 
_ tating sentences of the honorable mem- 
ber for Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) 
should carry weight with all who have 
heard them, and with all who will read 


i them. If Australians are to make the most 


of their country, they must do all that may 
be _ hecessary to ‘protect its yds 


: vee heute 


‘to-view it from a very much wider an, 


_less, in other States—has been cons 


penned: to such ee as those 


‘sHeranees iA 
spoken have regarded this que 2 
the personal rather than from the natio 
stand-point. In my judgment, we ou 


{ wish to state, 


astle (Mr. Watkins). I believe that we 
should give the iron and steel indus 
additional protection, seeing that it is 
key industry. We ought, therefore, 
regard it from the NOR eae of our du 
to “Australia. 


He holones to a party which is suppose 
to represent country interests. a mé 


man upon the land in Victoria the ie 
ties which he enjoys to-day. 


Mr. Gisson.—To what facilitnegs d oF 
the honorable member refer? ror i 


Mr. LISTER.—During reten ye ars, 
land settlement, in this State—and, don 


ably extended as the result of the es 
lishment of the iron and steel indus yh 
In Victoria alone, I understand that 
than 800,000 acres have been settled 1 
soldiers during the past few years. 
Victorian Government found it neces sar 


build these vee atc of the estal 
ment of the iron and steel industry. 
rails which were used in the constructi 
of the lines from Piangil and Mananga 
tang towards the Murray, and also in #1 
line linking up Horsham with Poi 
were manufactured in Australia, — 


Mr. Fenton. —Many of the ree itl 
constructed lines were built for the pur 
pose of assisting soldier settlement. 


Mr. LISTER.—That is the ‘poi 


which I am endeavouring to emphasize. 


These men would not be enjoying ie 
facilities which they are enjoying t 
but for the protection which has bee 


we 


une, 1921.) 


Compan y and ee Hoskins and Com- 
pany. 
Mr, eases: {Seme'of them’ said that 
they did not want protection. | 
Mr. LISTER—In most industries, the 
conditions which obtain to-day are vastly 
_ different from those which obtained prior 
»_ to the war. 
_ this particular industry should be fos- 
tered in every possible way. I have here 
a table which convincingly demonstrates 
the assistance which it has rendered in 
the development of this country. I gather 
from the table in question that between 
- ~ June, 1915, and 26th May, 1921, no less 
_ than 47,057 tons of rails and fishplates 
_ were manufactured for the Common- 
wealth railways. .During the same period, 
_ yYails and fishplates manufactured for the 
‘various State Governments amounted to 
_ 222,441 tons, or a total of 269,498 tons. 
_ The pig iron manufactured for use by the 
Commonwealth and State Departments 
represented 24,468 tons, and the struc- 
tural material 20,974 tons: Sundry pro- 
ducts manufactured for the same Govern- 
ments during the period indicated amount- 
ed to 13,139 tons—a total of 58,561 tons, 
anda erand total of 318,059 tons. These 
_ figures relate to the quantities manufac- 
tured by one firm alone, and I have full 
authority for saying that they may be 
_ verified by any honorable meraber who 
doubts their accuracy. 


Sitting suspended from 6.80 to 8 p.m. 


Mr. Gass.—lI call attention to the state 
of the Committee. [Quorum formed. | 
Mr. LISTER.—I may be pardoned for 
drawing special attention to the great 
_ yalue of the services rendered to the 
_ Empire by the Broken Hill Proprietary 
Company in the later years: of the war, 
and subsequently. It will be remem- 
bered that as the war progressed the 
Mother Land became very short of 
material for railway construction and 
other purposes, and was getting sup- 
plies wherever these could be _ ob- 
tained. This company contracted to 
' manufacture a considerable quantity of 
material for war purposes; but, as it 
- was recognised that it would be difficult 
- to transport that material to Europe, an 
- arrangement was made_ between ° the 
_ British and South African Governments 
under which the latter sent all the ma- 
terial | it could spare to abhi the 


There are many reasons why’ 


(£24 10s., 


Broken Hill Proprietary Company — by a 
arrangement replacing such material. 
The company manufactured 17,900 tons | 


of ammunition steel for the British — 
Government, and’ 21,338 tons of rails 
and fish plates for use in France. | 


or 39,238 tons of material altogether. 
Those opposed to any increase of the — 
duties on pig iron have based their. 
opposition in part upon the likelihood of — 
such an increase prejudicing agricultural — 
operations. Later I shall show Wee 
small a percentage of the output of de 
company is covered by the demand for id 
steel for agricultural purposes; but in — 
the period between June, 1915, ~and » 
the 25th May last the company pro- 
duced 27,033 tons of special plough — 
steel and similar material. The hon- 
orable member for Maribyrnong (Mr. 
Fenton) and other speakers have touched 
upon what has been done by it in furnish- 
ing dockyards and_ supplying — ship- 
building material. At considerable in- 
convenience and loss the company has _ 
supplied material at prices lower than 
those at which it could be obtained from 
overseas. It has also sent its productions — 
to New Zealand and to the Federated 
Malay States. Steel plates and sundry 


_products amounting to 29,863 tons were 


forwarded, for shipbuilding and dock- _ 
yards. The New Zealand Government — 
Departments have been supplied with 
sd tons of rails and fish plates, and — 
2,000 tons of sundry other matefial. To 
ihe Federated Malay States the company 
has sent 11,849 tons of rails and fish 
plates. The company has manufac- 
tured 70,604 tons of wire rods for 
fencing wire and wire netting, and the © 
Minister has told us that in April, 1920, 
the price of wire f.o.b. Newcastle was 
and that similar wire fa 
England | cost £42 fob. A ne 
asked what it cost in the United States 
of America, and I have since ascertained. _ 
that in March, 1920, at Pittsburg, wire 
for domestic use cost £24 10s, 6do, 


\ Mr. Freming.—Of the same gauge? 


Mr. LISTER—Yes. Many shui 
would have had to be added had the users — 
of wire in this country been pea 
from Pittsburg. Thus it will be seen 
that the Broken Hill Company was 
supplying the farmers of this come 
more ceeaehy than ges could ls 


wire S eareeae hrand 


plates and rails, pig iron, and sundry 
other products to Java, Japan, the East 
Indies, &c., and has supplied Australian 
_ and N ew Zealand merchants and manu- 
. facturers with 193,087 tons of material, 
‘ its total output for ‘the period with which 
I am dealing being 748,347 tons. These 
- figures are striking evidence of the im- 
. portance of the company, and justify its 

. encouragement. Of its output in this 

4 sane 43 per cent. was represented by 


fish plates and other materials for Com- 


“ monwealth and State railways and other 
national works, 5 per cent. by war ma- 
terial, 4 per 
Sot or agricultural purposes, 4 per cent. by 
material for use in ship building and 
- dockyards, 1 per cent. by material for 
the New Zealand Government Depart- 
ments, 2 per cent. by material for the 
Government of the Federated Malay 
_ States, 9 per cent. by wire rods for fenc- 
‘ : ing wire and wire netting, 6 per cent. by 
- material exported to Java and elsewhere, 
and the remaining 26 per cent. by ma- 
terial used in Australia and New Zealand. 
The capital invested in the company 
amounts to £4,500,000, to which must be 
added an estimated expenditure of be- 


fA 


a total of £6, 000, 000. The company pays 
| ee sGon £27, 000 and £30,000 a month in 
“Wages, and its men are not underpaid. 
Mr. Maruews.—We hope to get still 
more out of it. 

Mr. LISTER.—It cannot pay more 
unless it gets the protection that it needs. 
The company gives direct employment to 
over 5,000 persons, and the indirect em- 
» ployment it causes is so great that it 
would be foolish to do anything to retard 
“its progress.. 

Tt has been suggested that this and 
“other: similar companies are huge 
pres I have no figures to prove the 
extent of the alleged profiteering. 

Mr. McoWirt1ams—The honorable 


a him with such figures! 


Mr. LISTER.—I would ask the eee 


. “able member what he regards as profiteer- 
Me ’ ing? ae 
money in a certain undertaking, and 
within nine months had returned to him 
the whole of his capital. He is a returned 


thes com- 
any has exported 45, 696 tons ‘of fish 


he was a profiteer, 


cent. by material used 


») tween £1,000,000 and £1,500,000, making 


sugar f; armers. 


a vote: that would jeopardize an in istry 
of this importance. ACL ane 


e “member did not expect the Compa Dy, to 


desire to push on with business, | 
I know a man who invested his 
portant item, and are emphasiz 
views with the object of securing i 
Mines 3 in ca fe it. The di io1 
poLaets eae i pay Rt More power: ee him.” ie 1K 


op 
return to him the whole of the 
had expended on his property, 
ments, and machinery. I do not s 


Mr. Forey. —He was a ‘ ‘ poor tro 
farmer.’ 
Mr. LISTER.—Exactly. 


few sections in the community who; ; 


“ poor strugsling farméra.” L have 
a lot of them in my electorate. — 
man who, by using the brains that Go 
given him, together with his strengt nd 
his capital, is able to acquire . & 
petency, is deserving of credit. 
Committee will be well advised in sup- 
porting an increase of these duties. 

Mr. Fremine.—So that the “ “cocks 
cannot have motor cars? 


ee LISTER. —Not at all. 


more real prosperity in this. ee 
ever before. Undoubtedly many m 
the land have been hard hit as the 


that more et in the community ee 
credit balances in the bank than 1 
before. ie 

Mr. Roserr Coox.—The hon 
member for Darling (Mr. Blakele 
not say that the other day. ia 

Mr, LISTER.—If the honorable men 
ber wants confirmation of my statement 
he will find it in the Cent ae ( 
Book. i 

Mr. Gee ois honorable m oe 
speaking now of Victoria. 


Mr. LISTER.—The honorable menue 
can think only of sugar and a: } 


Goulittes ene to hesitate before ¢ ting 


Mr, CHARLTON (Hunter) is. 2 
hope that the Minister (Mr. @ 
will state what he intends to do. 


realize to the full that this is a ‘Mm 


Bie gs: 


He SR SRY 


[7 Ju 
industry is the key industry of Australia; 
that it needs to be fostered, and that dur- 

ing the war it was of considerable assist- 

ance to us. That position having been 
established, surely the Committee should 
be prepared to take such steps as will 
prevent the industry from going under 
as a result of outside competition. I know 
that some honorable members think the 
present duties are suffigient; but, as I said 
last week, the conditions to-day are alto- 
gether different from what they were some 
fifteen months ago, when the Tariff sche- 
 dule was first submitted. Everything that 

goes to make up the manufacturing costs 
has increased in price. I spoke last week 
of the increases in respect of coke, harbor 
charges, wages, and other items. I find 
that Mr. Hoskins, in referring to this 
matter at a social function held at Wollon- 
gong last week, announced that— | 

All arrangements were now complete for pro- 

ceeding with the construction of up-to-date iron 

and steel works on a site purchased by his 
company at Port Kembla. He referred to the 
large increase which had taken place in the 

_ price of coke, as a result of the increase in coal 

miners’ wages during recent years, the price 

having advancéd from 13s. 6d. to 33s. 6d. per 
ton. In addition, as a result of the increase 
in the price of coal, freight on coke from the 

South Coast. to Lithgow had increased from 

£35,000 per annum to £60,000. : 

_ Here we have the statement that coke to- 

day is costing 38s. 6d. per ton as against 

--«- 18s. 6d. That is a very big increase. 

ae Mr. Greenz.—Over what period has 

that increase taken place? 

-. Mr, CHARLTON.—I think it is since 

_ the last increase in the price of coal. 

- Mr. Grernwe—It covers a_ longer 

period. 

Mr, CHARLTON.—It may be that it 

eovers the period dating from the begin- 

ning of the war. I cannot say exactly, 
but I know that the last increase in the 
price of coal was a large one, and must 
have led to a considerable addition to the. 

_ price of coke. 

Mr. Fremine.—Is Mr. Hoskins asking 

_ for increased duties on iron and steel? 


| Mr. CHARLTON.—AII the iron and 
steel manufacturers are doing so. Mr. 
_ Hoskins said that if the position were not 
improved he would have to dispense with 
_ the services of a lot of his employees. 

_ Mr. Fremine.—lt is only a little while 
since that he said something very dif- 
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other costs there, are able to tender for 


_ below the local prices, contracts will go — 


Mr. CHARLTON.—But conditions — 
have changed since then. It is because — 
of the changes that have taken place in . 
other parts of the world that we must do © 
something more to protect our own in- | 
dustries. Wages have decreased in prac- — 
tically every industry in Great Britain, — 
and the position here must be affected by _ 
that fact. It has been argued that we — 
should make no increase in the general — 
Tariff on iron and steel. I read this — 
evening a statement made by Mr. Clax- — 
ton, President of the Iron and Steel — 
Manufacturers of Great Britain, that — 
material for the manufacture of iron and — 
steel in England to-day was being largely 
imported from Germany, France, and — 
Belgium. Surely that in itself is suffi- — 
cient to warrant an increase in respect of _ 
the general Tariff with the object of pro- 
tecting our own industries. Cireum-: 
stances have so changed since the Tariff 
schedule was laid on the table that it is a 
fair thing to increase these duties. Co ae 

Mr. McWirtrams.—Has the honorable — 
member ever heard of circumstances aris- _ 
ing that warranted a decrease? ae 

Mr. CHARLTON.—tThe iron and steel | 
duties in the United States of America — 
have been decreased, and the same thing 
may happen here once the industry is 
thoroughly established. The point we | 
have to consider is whether we ought not — 
to firmly establish such industries in our 
own country. one ee mae 

Mr. MoWrrrrams.—The older they get — 
the hungrier they become. ee 

Mr. CHARLTON.—That is the ery of — 
the Free Trader. I have no desire that 
additional costs shall be heaped upon the — 
community, and I remind the Committee — 
that the Minister has promised to appoint 
a Tariff Board which will be able to deal — 
with excessive charges made by any in- 
dustry. In that Board we shall have 
security. It has been argued that if we — 
increased these duties, prices would go up. — 
I am not convinced that they would. If — 
British manufacturers of iron and steel, © 
because of the reduction in wages and — 


supplies here at a rate below that possible 
to local manufacturers who have regard 
to and observe reasonable labour condi= 
tions, they will cut into the local market. 
If they can quote a few shillings per ton — 


t Se oe fhe result that our Andieery 
will be left stranded. The imposition of — 
additional duties would not necessarily 
mean additional prices. If British manu- 
-facturers could sell at 5s. per ton below 
the price ruling here, the imposition of 
an additional duty of 10s. per ton would 
mean that they would have to increase 
their tender by that amount. Our local 
manufacturers would then be able to 
secure tenders by putting up their prices 
to the extent of only 5s. per ton. Those 
of us who support increased duties in re-- 
- spect of this item are actuated only by a 
desire so to protect the industry that it 
- will be able to expand and supply all local 
; euenle. 

The honorable member for Maribyr- 
“nong (Mr. Fenton) has referred to the 
inquiry made by the Public Accounts 

» ~ Committee intc the shipbuilding indus- 
try. I took part in that inquiry, and we 
: had evidence that but for the establish- 
ment of the Broken Hill Proprietary 
ee prneny s works no shipbuilding would 
have been done here during the war. 
There was great difficulty in obtaining 
Mees The Broken Hull Proprietary 
- Company at the time did not have the re- 
‘quisite plant, but went gut of its way to 
help the country in its time of need. It 
is now getting the necessary plant for 
rolling the sheets. Surely we should do 
aie to insure that this industry 
will go ahead. I gm speaking in the in- 
terests, not of the company, but of Aus- 
tralia ‘and its development. Those who 
invest their capital in works of this kind 
ought to be assured of a market. The 


fi 


Minister would shorten the debate by. 


stating exactly what the Government is 

“prepared to do. When I was speaking 
last week, the honorable member for 
- Dampier (Mr. Gregory) interjected that 
he would not object if the duty under the 
Come Tariff were increased. 


Mr, Grucory.—lI said I was not work- 
as ing so much upon the duties under the 
_ general Tariff. 


> Mr. CHARDYTON.—The honorable 
member said he would not object to the 
duties being increased in respect of im- 
ie from countries outside the Empire. 
He is working for something else. 


i Mr Grecory.—I want my amendment 
; ‘hoe a reduction to be caaed. 


Great Britain, whereas the honorab 


tection does not count for much. 


The Broken Hill _Proprietary. Compa 


earliest possible moment. ie am rp: 
a that there are honorable m nbers who: 


‘Mr. CHARLTON.—There o 


a further increase in the Tariff as a 


member demas a reduction. Any redue 

tion which would permit Great Britain 

to compete successfully in Australia 

would mean taking the market from 

own people. ~ i. 
Mr. Grecory.—You must nesennn 

that our iron Sires are richer and. b 


wages in the two countries are pr 
much the same on the average. Then, 
in addition, there is the natural prot = 
tion. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—The natural pr 


Mr. Grecory.—lIt amounts to £3 $8. 
6d., or £3 10s. per ton. ae 
“Mr. CHARLTON. nee do not “Anos 


from, say, Newcastle to Western A 
alia 

Ciimeaey Lia not forget that in 
ea sreul trade there are hundrets of items 
that the Broken Hill Proprietary hie 
pany cannot and will not supply fe 
years. -Our requirements in regard 
these are very small. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I do not Jno 


and bate industries are rere es 
lished in close proximity. I do not t. 
there are any items patton ‘those be 


supply. 
Mr. Conauets Phere are some. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Not many. 
Mr. Greenn.—Yes, there are items in 
this division, but not embraced rae 
sub-item before us. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Where it is th Ww 
that items cannot be manufactured here 
we do not desire duties to be im 


are making provision for increasing th 
plant in order to produce es 
Mr. Corszr.—Up to 6 feet. 


manufacture ought to be protected 
Australia made self-contained a 
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‘not had that ston impressed upon them 
by the war. How often have we discussed 
what Australia would have done had it 

not been for the establishment of works 


like those of the Broken Hill Proprie- , 


tary Company, Hoskins, and others? We 
_ should not have been able to get supplies, 
the factories on the other side of the world 
_. being kept’engaged meeting the require- 
~ ments of the nations at war. In -the 
event of another war overseas, even if the 

Empire were not directly involved, we 

should be entirely without supplies unless 

we manufactured them here. In such 
event, I venture to say that Australia 
would suffer as much as if we were ac- 
tually at war. The Minister has had the 
- week-end to consider the matter, and I 
think he ought to be able to say whether 
he can now meet us. 

Mr. Corsrr.—The duties in the subsi- 
diary industries would have to be raised 

_ in the same way as those on pig iron. 

4 Mr. CHARLTON.—Quite s0. We 

. eannot increase the duties on pig iron 
without making similar provision for the 
finished article. 
tion of pig iron for the manufacture of 

_ steel and so forth, and once we have laid 
the foundation, we may deal with the 
other. products according to the necessities 
of the position. — ; 

Mr. Greeory.—Under Free Trade we 
exported a considerable quantity of pig 
iron. - ~ 

Mr. CHARLTON.—I do not know 
that we exported a great quantity at any 

time, but I know that to-day it will take 
_ these industries all they can do to supply 
_. the requirements of Australia. With the. 
present conditions abroad, I see no 
prospect of an export trade. There are 
reductions of wages in almost every 
calling.” 

Mr. Grecory.—We exported 1 pig iron 
in 1920, and we have been exporting it 
since 1907. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—It would be very 
unfair to take the exports during the war 
_ period, or the year or two immediately 


following. 
| Mr. McWitrtrams.—Or the import 
“ prices. 
oo. Mr. CHARLTON.—J never found an 


- argument on what happened during the 
Giear when the.conditions were abnormal: 
_ Conditions are now returning to what 
. oney, be ealied Oval 


The basis is the produc- | 


_altered circumstances. 


1921.) Tariff. 8855 , 


Mr. MoWiri1ams.—The _ only fair 
comparison is between pre-war prices: 
and present prices. 2 

Mr, CHARLTON.—I never expect : 
conditions in this country to return to. 
what they were before the war. Te 

Mr. Greene.—I do not think that we 
shall again see the pre-war conditions ii 
even in England. ‘ 

Mr. CHARLTON.—Quite so, and 1) 
hope that throughout the world conditions — 
will be better than they were then; ee 
they are not, the war has been in vain 
so far as any gain to the great masses — 
of the people is concerned. To-day prices 
are falling rapidly, and my object is io 
create and maintain such conditions here- 
as will conduce to general contentment. 
I have no desire to see prices and BS a 
tumbling down too fast, for that only | 
means suffering. If ever there was a 
time when we should have a buoyant 
revenue it is the present. ae 

Mr. Grecory.—Could we not assist the 
industry by a bounty, when the burden 
would not all fall on one section of the 
community ? 

Mr. CHARLTON.—I prefer a duty to. 
a bounty, and in my opinion a duty does 
not fall on one section of the Co 
but on every section. a 

Mr. Grerenz.—lIn the case of iron and 
steel, the duty falls all round. 


Mr. CHARLTON'.—There is no doshas 
about that. I do not think, however, 
that the community will be asked «to s 
carry any additional load. : 


Mr. Grecory.—Then, why increase the 


duty ? : 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Because at’ he K 
present time there is a rapid fall in the 


cost of labour, coal, and freight, and we ~ 
must adjust our affairs to meet aiken 


Mr. Grecory.—You cannot argue dat 
way on present prices. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—Yes, T ean, and uF 
repeat that we ought, as far as possible, 
to make this country self-contained, —__ 

Mr. MoWitt1ams.— What would you do 
with surplus production? Bee 

Mr. CHARLTON.—As. to that, ’ os 
should wait until’ we have surplus ne se 
duction. 

Mr. McWrrrsams.—There is big sure - 


° plus production sometimes, you know. 


A 
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done fairly well during the war. | 
Mr. MoWirtraMs. —But you say we 
must cut out war prices! 

Mr. CHARLTON.—If we should have 
surplus production I do not think we 
- eould hope to compete with other parts 
of the world. My idea is that we 
must manufacture for our own home 
markets, for the reason that the working 


- eonditions abroad are altogether different 


from those in Australia. 


Wages are 
- lower, for instance. 


Mr. McWutrams.—In America and 
Canada? Get 
Mr. CHARLTON.—The honorable 


member has selected probably the country 
where the best conditions prevail; but, 


is in Australia. 
Mr. Fremine.—How about the man 

as has to export other products? 
_ Mr, CHARLTON.—Those are mainly 
staple products in demand all over the 
- world, and the exporters have done very 
well during the last few years. I refer 
to wool, wheat, and commodities of that 
on kind. 
Mr. FiLemine athe small graziers in 
Ne ew South Wales are worse off now than 
I have ever known them to be during 
via last thirty or forty years. 
- Mr. CHARLTON.—I believe that is 
so in the north-west of New South Wales, 
but that arises chiefly from drought. 
- When these graziers were, doing badly, 
Grazicrs elsewhere were doing well. 
_ Mr. Fremine.—aAs a whole, the small 
J graziers of New South Wales are worse 
v-oieto-day. + 

- Mr. CHARLTON.—We .cannot pre- 
vent visitations of drought; and, while 


ee certain parts of the Commonwealth suf-, 


fered from that cause, other ‘portions, 
more fortunately situated, were doing ex- 


ing high prices. 

Mr, Fremine.—That may be so in re- 
paca to a few of them, but the majority 
_ have not done at all well in the last five 
or ten years. 

Mr. CHARLTON. —I sympathize with 
those who suffer on account of drought; 
but, as the honorable member knows, 1s. 


; still, all oo ageta wool. 


. Ur. (CHARLTON, ois ihaustes: in 
which we have surplus production have 


whole, we are millions of sheep an : 


even so, I do not think the conditions in. 
America are to be compared with those. 
do the best’ an could for theriaelea 


statements. 


purpose of protecting those who ar 


_be self-contained. I cannot underst 


_ceedingly well on account of the prevail- 


‘34d. has been paid for wool, and there 


Mr. 
sheep short. 


the country. | me 
Mr. Fremine.—Taking Aveiuaee a 


but it does” EE follow that we are sb 
in every part of Australia. ‘Those 
produce wool have been getting whe 


prices they ever got. 
Mr. F'temine.—The Broken Hill 


has made as much profit : as as all { 


realize huge profits? Why single ow 
industry in abnormal times? 
Mr. Fremine.—The industry whicl 


with higher duties has made more prot 
than other producers who have to sel 
the open market. nat 
Mr. CHARLTON.—It is easy to: 
I am not here to “bolste 
up” the Broken Hill or any other ) 
pany. 
Mr. McWirr1ams.—You are maki 
very good attempt! i 
Mr. CHARLTON. Sone SO, fo 


gaged in the industry, and becau 
know how vital it is that Australia s 


how men who went through the re 
war can say that they are not in | 
of establishing industries here. = 
- Mr. McWrrr1ams.—Because the manu 
facturer took full advantage of rea 
to bump up hig prices. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—Supposing we 
mit that, who has said it oftener t 
myself in this House? I pointed out 
this Chamber during the war that ma 
facturers, importers, and everybody 
had increased their prices without 
fication. I advanced a scheme her 
which nobody else was in sympathy 
order to prevent that sort of thing 
because that was done, and <a 


i ne 
ur 


‘existence ? 


Re Should allow our Bes ale to ie Sipengded. 
especially when we have from the Minis- 


tera guarantee that hewill appointa Board 


to keep an eye on these things, so far as 
the Constitution will permit him? What 
greater safeguard can we have than that, 
unless it be the granting of further powers 
under the Constitution than we have at 
present? The position to me is unchal- 
lengeable. I do not know how any one 
ean argue against the fact that we must 
be self-contained and keep our own indus- 
tries going. Take, as an example, one of 
the subsidiary industries. A. couple of 
months ago I met a man who had been 
working at the nail works. They were 
then idle, and are still idle. I asked him 
why, and he replied, “ Because we cannot 
get orders; and unless the Tariff protects 


us our industry will be a dead letter.” 


A great deal of money has been put into 
that particular company, which did not 
make big profits during the war, because 
it has only been established since the war 
ended. Are we going to allow works of 
that kind to become defunct, or shall we 
impose a Tariff sufficient to keep them in 
| There is no other question to 
be answered. 
Mr. Forzy.—How will this Tariff help 
those nail-works people? 
Mr, CHARLTON.—If we put on a 


duty sufficient to prevent foreign goods 


_ from coming in, they will have a chance 
to capture the local market. 


Mr, Forzy.—And they will not put up 


their prices, will they? 

Mr. CHARLTON.—I | could not say 
that, so far as the nail works are con- 
eerned. | 

Mr. Forry.—lIf they do put up their 
prices, will not the consumer pay? 

Mr, CHARLTON.—Of course, the con- 
sumer will pay. That is always the Free 
Trade argument. Who else will pay but 
the consumer? Who pays for everything ? 

Mr. MoWirriams. —_ The producer, 
generally. 

Mr. CHARLTON. —The producer also 
happens to be a consumer, and the con- 
sumer pays for everything. The whole 


question is whether we should produce all 


‘that we require within Ausiralia. If we 
do, and if we keep the conditions of the 
Australian people up to such a level that 
they can have everything necessary to rear 


families in reasonable comfort, we shall be: 


_ doing good work. If we take the duties off, 


import a great quantity of coal ane pay. 


as the Koneate member for Kalgoorlie | 
(Mr. Foley) would infer that we should, 
we shall allow cheap stuff to come in ‘from. 
outside, and’ provide no employment for 
our own people. Some of those who advo- if 
cate that course are, strange to say, in 
favour of bringing immigrants to Aus- — 
tralia. Ifwe bring them here, what are — 
Wwe going to give them to do? The repre-_ 
sentatives of the producers say that ee 
are doing nothing, and that it is of no use 
to put immigrants on the land, because : : 
there is no outlet for their produce. ve 
we are not going to settle them on the 
land, where are we to employ them if we. 
do not establish industries? Do Me ia 
members want to see 100,000 men walking — 
about the streets looking for employment — 
in the next six months, while with our 
money we give employment to people on 
the other side of the world? That is the - 
effect of their argument. They say, “It 
does not matter about populating Aus i 
tralia so long as we can get things a little : 
cheaper from abroad, even if by so doing 
we give employment to the foreigner who is - 
working under worse conditions than our 
own people.” I hope the Committee will — 
not adopt any such policy, and that we 
shall not go back to conditions prior to’ : 
the war, when we were dependent on 
people abroad. We can be self-contained. 
We have these industries fairly well on ; 
their feet, and it would be a retrograde — 
step to permit the free entry into this — 
country from abroad of materials manu- — 
factured under conditions much worse © 
than our own. If we do not have a rea- — 
sonable Tariff, one of two things must — 
happen. Either these works will have 
to make a reduction so far as their work- 
men are concerned, or they will have to. 
close down. : 
Mr. Grecory.—Oh, no! 
Mr. CHARLTON.—What Gohan eek By 
is possible when we have evidence to-day He 
that contracts are being accepted here 
from Great Britain, because that country. 
can supply certain materials cheaper 
than they can be manufactured here? We 
can expect that condition to become in- 
tensified during the next six or twelve 
months, because, judging by what is hap- 
pening ‘abroad, there will be still further 
reductions. Everything is coming down. 
Mr. Grecory.—But you have the evi 
dence that Canada, although she has to. 


uild up her industry ‘with far less pro- 


against England. 

“Mr. CHARLTON.—I am he. fanihe 
with what Canada has done, but the his- 
tory of the United States of America 
_ shows what that country did to establish 
her iron and steel industry. We also 
have to go through the mill. We have to 
do what the United States of America 
has done. The records show that in 
America, as time went on, the industry 
became ‘established, and the 
from the local factories became cheaper. 
That is an answer to the statement made 
just now by the honorable member for 
Kalgoorlie, by interjection, that the 
Tariff would increase prices for all time. 
If we establish industries on a proper 
footing, they will have a market, and the 


greater their output the lower will be. 


their selling price. If the Minister has 
“control over the manufacturing industries 
and is able to see that everything is fair 
“and. above board, what else can we ask 
for? I do not ‘know what we have to 
complain about. I hope the Minister 
will make a plain statement of his inten- 
tions. I trust that he is prepared to in- 
-erease the general Tariff and deal ade- 


quately with the question of exchange so 


_as to prevent Belgium and other countries 
dumping their stuff here. If he does 
that, he will be doing good service for 
Australia, and will not increase the cost 
of these articles to any extent, if at all. 
“We ought to conserve thise market for 
our industries, and make sure that we do 
‘not allow eompetition from abroad, be- 
cause the competition I have indicated 
is really cut-throat competition. Nobody 
ean say that it is fair competition. Every- 
thing is falling in price on the other side 
of the world, as we see in the cables day 
by day, and it is our duty as legislators 
‘to protect this young country from that 
sort of thing happening here. I hope 
‘the Minister will make a statement now 
regarding his intentions, m order to 
shorten the debate, and that he will submit 
‘proposals: more favorable than those that 


appear on the schedule as it stands in the 


‘Tariff at the present time. 

My. FLEMING (Robertson) rs. SBlkee 
‘Having listened to the very earnest ad- 
dress of the honorable member for Hun- 


Gets on it as vel tiga still ban able: to 


ection against America than we have 


severity, he doubted my statement that i 
'so many men were suffering. It so hap 


products 


money. The agent, merchant, and storekeepe 


. ae ED Nas pes wish to ar an- 


other side of the case. 
member has made out pe a ee 
for the iron industry and the employee 
it, ‘but in doing so he has attempted tol | 
a very heavy tax on people who at presen 

cannot afford it. When I interjected, kets 
the course of his speech, that quite 
number of men on the land had been hav - 


pens that to-day I received a letter from 
an agent in one of the very best districts 
iy Now South Wales. This is a district 
that I know well, and I know the writer 
personally. He has lived there for over 
thirty years, and has been a stock and 
station agent in the township and th 
district for over twenty years. He know 
the conditions of the small man on the 
land there very thoroughly. I shall read. 
what.he has to say, because I do not want 
the honorable member for Hunter or the 
Committee to think that I am trying to 
exaggerate the distress of the people in 
the country districts. I shall read it 
order to show that men actually in the 
business, whose interests are in it, al id 
who understand it from beginning to end, 
realize to the full the severity of tl 
present pressure on the small holders. I. 
we pile taxation on them, or go on im 
posing duties for the sake of bolster 


men are going to continue. x 
Mr. Cuartroy.—I doubt whether ae 
position 1s not worse under the Ba 


ported. 


Mr. FLEMING.—I was against 4 
Bawra scheme. 


ber of the honorable eacinbeoe aa 
aHUpOned, i, 


grievous. mistake in supporting | th 
scheme. The letter to which I have 1 "3 
ferred is as follows :— 


Almost every man to-day owes some o 
money. As a rule, in the country districts t 
small grazier and farmer owes the produce 
merchant, the general storekeeper, and 

stock and station agent considerable sums 


owe this money to the bank. This in no 
times would not matter, as the money i 
remaining stationary, a "dead debt, as 
but is pring. passed: round. one i to anoth 


_lute necessaries of life. 
“in a very much harder way than the 


Ma (Mr. 
- member intend to show that the duty on 


[ft Sone, 1921 ig 


sg Tariff. On 


i in debt to-day and out. necro. and so on, 
money changing hands and being turned over 
daily. But in abnormal times like the pre- 


sent, the banker says to the storekeeper or 
merchant, or whoever is the first borrower, 
“You must reduce your overdraft, or, at any 
rate, you must not exceed your limit.” He, in 
turn, hands the ‘bad news to the next borrower, 
and it. comes back to the mdn on the land, big 
or small. He makes all sorts of efforts to 
meet the calls on ‘him by sacrificing his stock, 
which. is his capital, by doing without almost 
everything usually considered a necessity of 
life, and by not employing any labour at all, 
and the casual labourer goes to swell the un- 
employed. 


The fact cannot be too esoels em- 
phasized that the small man on the 


‘land continually goes without what the 


average person in the city considers abso- 
These men live 


wage-earner in the cities; yet all the time 
the House seems to be going in the direc- 
tion. of bolstering up the. city wage- 
earners, whom we can protect, at the ex- 
pense of thesenen who are living a much 
harder life, and whom we cannot protect. 
The writer continues— 

Now if you will read the last Fecpeiches 


speech of the chairman of the Bank of New 
South Wales you will find that he says every 


ewe saved in Australia is a national asset 


worth at least £3. The Minister for Lands, in 
the New. South Wales Parliament, said the same 
thing, and almost every man in the Common- 
wealth agreed; and we find that good ewes are 
being sold at every fat stock market in’ the 
State at 10s, to 15s. per head. I have seen 
them sold in the last few weeks at 3s. each. 
The only reason is that people are being forced 
to sell to meet engagements, and the man with 
money is also selling his fat stock at the pre- 
sent_low prices because he can replace them 


from less fortunately placed men as stores, at © 


prices so low as to make one wonder whether 
it is worth while to hold land at all. 


The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
Atkinson).—Does the honorable 


pig-iron affects the people to whom he has 
referred ¢ 
_ Mr. FLEMING.—I am trying to 


answer the argument of the honorable 


-member for Hunter, who advocated in- 


creased duties on iron and iron products. 
As the honorable member for Barker 
(Mr Livingston) rightly interjects, the 
man on the land cannot manage his pro- 
perty without using iron wire. As a 


matter of fact, to- day, country which has 


been well improved i is falling into a state 
of pe vga because’ of \the ms cost of 


Wire, wire-netting, and iron; yet to- slag be 


we in this House are going the right way i 


to make them still dearer. 


What this 
man states in his letter are, to my know- 
ledge, as well as his, absolute facts re- 
earding the position as it now exists 
throughout a great portion of the Com- — 
eoeavoalth, Australia to-day is millions — 
of sheep short. It has a few more cattle _ 
than it had fifteen or sixteen years ago, | 
but despite the fact that we have had a 
smaller increase in cattle than in popu- — 


lation, and that our markets have widened 


throughout the world, the price of cattle 


to-day is worse than it was ten or fifteen | 


years ago. 


ten or fifteen years ago. 
Mr. Matusws.—The public are not 
getting the benefit. 


Mr. FLEMING.—Nor is the grower. 


Wool to-day is at such a price that every 
practical man knows that it will not pay 
for the growing. 


Mr. Crartron.— Would you ask ‘dee a 


because of the bad position these people 


Despite the fact that we are — 
millions of sheep short, and that our 
market, for sheep has widened, sheep are 
not worth as much to-day as they were ‘ 


Pe ~ 
o 


are in, we should have no Tariff at all, 


in order to allow what they require to : 


come in cheaper? 
Mr. FLEMING.—No, I have never 
advocated any such thing. I have advo- 


eated Free Trade within the Empire as 


far as possible, but I have never advo-_ 


cated free imports from the rest of the 


world. We can do a very great deal’ to. 


keep the iron and steel trade within the 
Empire, because Great Britain has been 


and is one of the greatest iron producers : 
in the world. We do not want to ‘see the © 


introduction of cheap German and Bel- _ 


gian iron products, but we can go a very 
long way towards keeping down the tere 


rible costs that are being imposed upon 
our struggling primary producers, 


ference. 


product from other countries, 
what I stand for in this House. 
particularly for the purpose of 1 impressing 


Even: 
if British products do cost a little more, — 
the quality will make up for the dif- — 
Any man who has had to do — 
with fencing wire will prefer the British — \ 
product every time if it can be obtained 
at anything like the same price as the e 
That aig 

‘TL, rose. 


on the Committee the fact that there are aes 


two sides to this question. It i is very easy " 


‘ TER RT f 
en f rae ey Si NEL rk ’ 
: NU aLenaes 


Newcastle (Mr. Watkins) to be impressed 


-eastle. Every one knows how important 
the iron and steel industry is to the wel- 
fare of that city. I have been over the 
works myself, and I appreciate their 
value as a national asset, but we cannot 
afford to destroy other assets, which may 
be even more important to Australia, in 
order to bolster up that particular indus- 
hap 

Mr. Warxins.— Will you show how my 
proposal will do that? 
Mr. FLEMING.—I understadh | the 
i Hinaorable member proposes to increase the 
. duty on pig iron by 50 per cent. If that 
is done the primary producer will have to 
pay more for his material and machinery, 
and i in some cases may be unable to carry 
on in competition with producers . from 
other parts of the world. Unless we can 
ease up the burdens that are pressing on the 
primary producers of the Commonwealth 
a tremendous number of them—and they 
are the mainstay of Australia—will go 
under. Unfortunately, our primary pro- 
ducers cannot be protected, so that all we 
ean do by means of this Tariff is to make 
_the burdens as light as possible and enable 
them to get the best price possible for their 


products in the open markets of the 


world. 
Mr. MARR (Parkes) [9.3].—During 
ay remarks upon this item last week I 


made certain statements with regard to 


the Broken Hill Proprietary Company’s 
operations that were doubted by honor- 
able members opposite. I have the 
greatest respect for the enterprise of that 
company, and last week I said I was 


prepared to support the Tariff provision 
_proposed'by the Minister (Mr. Greene) in 


order to help in building up the iron and 
steel industry. in Australia; but that, at 
the same time, I was opposed to the crea- 
tion of any local monopolies or combines 
which might prejudicially affect the wel- 
fare of the Commonwealth, 


Mr. Cuartron.—When you spoke last 


week you were not aware of the Minister's s 
“Proposal to appoint a Board? . | 

Mr. MARR.—That is quite true. I 
“said. that the Austral Nail Company 
was one of the subsidiary industries 
which, qT eae was under 


f : : Mr. thumb of the . 
Charlton) and the honorable member for 


: with the conditions that obtain in New-. 


_ Industry Union for award re barbed wire a: 


the 


tary Oompany. Honorable " 1 
opposite challenged the statement, — 
asked for the name of the manager, whiel ¥ 
I said was Mr. MacDougall, and I was 
thereupon told that he had never a 
peared in the Arbitration Court, and had 


to the trouble of examining the minutes 
of the Arbitration Court, and for the in-— 


South Wales, before aa Honour oie 
Curlewis, on Thursday, 24th F gga’ 
1991 :-— | 


Re Wire Makers, &e. (Austral Nail Propries ‘ay 
tary Co. Ltd.) award. —Application by wire 
netting workers of New South Wales et varia - 
BLOT OE OES eke 


Ratistee Union for ato. . 
Re Wire Makers, &c. (State) Board. ehh 
cation by wire netting workers of New aes 
Wales for award re wire 
drawers. 1 
Re same. — Application ‘es Austentaae 


wire nail makers (Austral Nail Pty. Go. Ltd 

Re Wire Netting Makers (State) award 
Application by wire netting workers ‘ei N 
South Wales for variation. 


deposed. — . i 
‘To Mr. Braye. ee am the sipectne of the Ax 


the ‘Broken Hill Goironncs land. que 
To his Honour.—We don’t pay rent for ie 
land, but the buildings belong to the Broken 
Hill Propty. Co. Ltd., and we pay interes 4 
them on the cost of the buildings. That 
equivalent to rent. 2 
To. Mr. Braye .—Our industry is the mant 
facture of iron and steel wire and wire naiis. 


To His ‘Honour.—Wire rods are our 
material. re 
To Mr. Braye——That is drawn from t 


Broken Hill Co. The raw material is brought 
from within a quarter of a mile of our works. 
There is no other means by which we co 
manufacture there except by drawing. st 
from the Broken Hill Propty.’s works. 
To His Honour.—Under our agreement ! 
the ‘Broken Hill Co., we are bound to buy fr m 
them for a period of ten (10) years, of wh 
two (2) years have expired. While we 
there we have to draw the raw material 
them on account of our agreement. ae 
To Mr. Braye—We can get our mat 
into the works . . . by rail by court sy 
the Broken Hill Propty. Ltd. 
His Honour.—You might as well say tha 
they are subsidiary to the coal indus ry 
cause they get coal from it. — Rh 
Mr. ‘dewsa oa ie Broken | ‘Hi 


; conference: with us gah eg fdevided that i 
did not want to carry the manufacture any 
_ further themselves, if we would do it for them. 

Under those circumstances we entered into the 


agreement with them, There was no inter- 

_ change of capital. The Broken Hill Co. supply 
all sorts of people with all sorts of things; 
but they have a say in the management of our 
company in the question of all sales policies. 

It is all referred to their sales committee. 


I may have been guilty of an exaggera- 
tion last week when I said that the Austral 
“Nail Company could not sell a pound of 
nails without the permission of the Bro- 
ken Hill Proprietary Company. What I 
really meant was that they could not alter 

their selling price without ‘permission. 


While I admit it would be advantageous 


wf the subsidiary industries could be deve- 
__ loped by means of cheap raw material, we 
must be very careful not to encourage the 
- ereation of monopolies such as_ exist 
to-day in the United States of America. 
' I accept the Minister’s assurance that thé 
existing provision in the Tariff is ample, 
~ and if the Board which the Minister has 
‘promised to appoint at any time advises 
that the industry is not being sufficiently 
protected, I should be prepared to give 
any recommendations it might make care- 
ful consideration. 
have ME: Oxnartton.—Is this Mr. MacDou- 
gall mentioned in the Arbitration Court 
_ proceedings the Mr. MacDougall you re- 
_ ferred to last week ? 
Mr. MARR.—Yes. | 0 
_ Mr. Wexst.—Do you know what is the 
cause of all the trouble? The raw pyro- 
ducts ought to be nationalized, so that 
_ they may be obtained at a reasonable price. 
Mr. MARR.—As [ have already pointed 
out, we must be very careful that local 
monopolies do not exercise too great an 
_ influence over subsidiary industries. One 
has ‘only to look at present prices for 
_ spelter to realize this. We are produc- — 
ae the raw material for spelter in the 
_ Commonwealth; the local price is £36 
per ton, but. the London price is only £24 
per ton. This is not fair to the Austra- 
_ tian public. 
_ Mr. Grecory—aAnd. the same applies 
to copper; the local price is 25 per cent. 
above open-market rates. 


Mr. MARR.—As an Australian, T de- 
sire to support these industries in order 
that Australia may become a _ self-con- 
. tained nation; butal do not intend to allow 

my vote to be ised to. create one or 


trusts that may pes unfairly against 
the general community. 

Mr, Cuarttron.—Last week I dented 
your statement that the managing direc- as 
tor of the Austral Nail Company had — 
made that statement. Now you say Bg 
is the same gentleman. They are not 
one and the same. In justice to him, this | 
should be made clear, 

Mr. MARR.—I am perfectly aware ot 
all the facts. When I made the state ie 
ment, Mr. MacDougall, senior, was in the 
gallery, and he said he had never been — 
in Court. I never said he had. Honor- — 
able members were at cross purposes with | 
me. ae 

Mr. Ryan.—How is the formation ob a 
combine relevant to the amendment to 
‘raise the Tariff on this item? 

Mr. MARR.—My contention is that a 
the Tariff is raised above what I consider — 
to be a fair thing, there will be grave. 
danger of allowing control of key indus- — 
tries to pass into the hands of a privi- | 
leged few. I have lstened carefully to 
the speeches made by honorable members 
on this important industry. Up to the 
present their arguments have not con- — 
vinced me that it would be wise to in o 
crease the protection. As a matter of — 
fact, the honorable member for Maribyr- — 
nong (Mr. Fenton) spoke in favour of a 
reduction rather than an increase. How- 
ever, I am glad the subject has been 
fully ventilated. I admit that the Broken — 
Hill Proprietary Company has done a 
great deal for Australia up to the present, 
and, as I have already said, I am pre-— 
pared to help that company and Hoskins 
Brothers to develop this industry; but we 
must be careful not to allow trusts and 

combines to become operative in Australia. 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister for 
Trade and Customs) [9.14].—I must ask 
the Committee to allow the matter to go. 
to the vote. Every member of the Cone . 
mittee, I am gure, realizes that the iron 
and steel industry is of vital importance 
to the welfare of Australia, and agrees 
that nothing should be done to coon 
its future. Our national security depend 
in great measure, upon its satisfactory 
adevelopment. 

Mr. Marnews.—You 
some of them. 

Mr. GREENE.—I cannot bring ae 
self to believe that any member. of the 
Committee would wilfully take up a! 


are. fatter 


other attitude. Some honorable members 
may believe that the industry can do 
without this duty; I do not believe that 
it can. The whole question is whether 
the proposed duties are adequate. J am 
of opinion that if the industry is faced 
- with genuine competition from any other 
country they are adequate, but by them- 
selves they are not adequate protection 
» against dumping. If it is a question of 
coping with the exchange position I still 
say that the duties in the schedule are 
inadequate, and so are those proposed 
_by the honorable mgmber for Newcastle 
(Mr. Watkins). That situation has to 
be met by special legislation. . 
(Mr. Warxins.—I° am basing | “my 
amendment on the ordinary increased 
costs during the last twelve months. 


Mr. GREENE.—I wish the honorable 
- member to realize that at the time these 
duties were proposed they were not re- 
- quired at all, and the proof of that is 
- that there is not a single iron or steel 
_ product turned out by the Broken» Hill 
_ Proprietary Company which was not 
being sold at less than the world’s price. 
The duties were designed to meet not 
the then existing conditions, but condi- 
_ tions which are fast approaching. Every 
instance which has been qaioted in sup- 
port of the amendment has arisen not 
- from competition under normal condi- 
_ tions, but from the abnormal conditions 
of exchange. If we were to attempt in 
_ this schedule to meet those abnormal con- 
_ ditions, where should we land ourselves? 
_ We should require to put on a rate of 
_ duty against America, for instance, which 
is not required at all, and which would 
absolutely prohibit any imports from 
that country. 
_ Mr. Marnews.—According to _to-day’s 
; paper there is a big drop in Pittsburg 
prices. — : ; : 
Mr. GREENE. — We should not 
attempt to meet these extraordinary con- 
_ ditions by this schedule, but by special” 
legislation. And it seems to me that, 
_ whether the competition arising out of 
the, exchange position comes directly 
from the country in which there is ag 
depreciated currency in relation to our 
own or indirectly through some other 
_ country, we should be prepared to meet 
_ it in both cases by somewhat similar pro- 
visions. That is to say, if the iron and 


_ steel ea 


of the Committee only when there is wo 


aad selon the ne ine a vole 


getting the Tariff through, are to bi 


of Great 
say, “ We cannot produce our own i 
and steel and expert it to Australia may 
competition with the local article, so we — 
will use the exchange position toe buy 
German blooms, and roll them into ro 

and bars for’ export to Australia,’ 9 


tition. in exactly the same way as Wwe 
would cope with direct competition from we 
Belgium. I do not wish to occupy th 
time of the Committee now. I ask ho 
orable members to proceed to a vote, a 
I suggest to the honorable member f 
Neweastle that if his anen 


on the oe await?) od. ie honemables 
a eu will feel perfectly free to Hip! 


‘ 
“Mr. GREENE.—I suggest to. tou mie 
able members that they should decide the : 
question by a vote. f 
Mr. WATKINS (Newcastle) 9. 21], 
I cannot accept the Minister’s suggestion. 
Sir Rosert Best.—Does the honorable 
member wish to “stone-wall” the Tariff? 
Mr. WATKINS.—I do not. 
Mr. Ricuarp Fostrr.—That is wha 
the honorable member is doing. 


Mr, WATKINS.—I occupy the tim 


6é 


to do. I am not always : cai 


after the long debate we have had on thi 
question we on this side of the Hous 
who have tried to help the Governme 


flouted simply because of a request. fre 
the Corner party, who have cause 
trouble all through the piece, the Gover 
ment will find that they wall not make 
good progress in future as they have ma 
so far. It is surprising to hear men 
call themselves moderate Protectio 
using the same ue eh Trade argu 


attitude we can seen begauee t 
believers in Free Tr Such 
ments, ais from ge lips: of me 


ee. say hee gh stand for the naa 
of Australian industry, but will not help 
big industries like the steel works because 
they may become a combine and tyranni- 
cal, disgust me. Those honorable mem- 
bers have always some excuse for their 
attitude; for instance, they allege that, on 
some occasions, local companies could not 
supply this or that little thing. I shall 
tell the Committee the struggle men have 
had in starting the iron and steel and 
other industries on account of the tactics 
adopted to kill local enterprise. In ask- 
ing for increased duties, I am not think- 
ing only of the big key industries at 


a tag ne ea 
; a bees : 


Broken Hill and Lithgow, but they have 


been mentioned because no iron and steel 

works would have been possible if under- 

taken by other than the Government or 

companies which were financially strong. 

The attempts by smaller people to estab- 

lish this industry read like romance. 

. When Mr. Sutherland tried to persuade 

the merchants of Sydney to stock the iron 

and steel which he said he could produce 

in the mountains, and to accept payment 

as they sold the goods, they replied that 

they would buy him out, but would not 

buy his steel. He thought he could start 

_ the industry with his own capital; but, in 

disgust, he blew up his furnace with a 

charge of dynamite. Here is a request 

- that has been forwarded to the Minister 

(Mr. Greene) from a small engineering 

- ,firm ™ my electorate, but one of the 
: oldest established in Australia— 


We regret that time would not allow of 
your making an inspection of our works at the 
above address, so we take the liberty of in- 

ie forming you that we have been following in 
active operation engineering works, foundry, 
* and rolling mill. With regard to the latter, 
hae we do similar work to the° Lion rolling mills 
6s Melbourne, and manufacture iron and steel 
ars. 
_ In view of this, it would be impossible for 
us to keep the mill going should Belgian com- 
_-petition continue as it is doing, and this would 
mean a number of men thrown out of employ- 
“ment. We respectfully submit that assistance 
should be given to the industry by increasing 
the duty to allow us to develop this industry. 


~ 


Mr. Greene.—It is Belgian competi- 
tion of which they complain. .~ 
‘ Mr. WATKINS.—But my figures 
have related not to the exchange position, 
but to the general increase of costs. _ 
uy Mr. Corser.—Those people will re- 
¥ \quire a protection different from that for 
oe _ which the honorable member iis asking. ‘ 


(eee Sonas, T9AU Tange 8803 


Mr. WATKINS.—AII these condi 
have been considered in connexion with 
the series of amendments which I male 
to submit to the Committee. When a 
person buys a sheet of galvanized i iron or 
a steel rod, or fencing wire, he expects it — 
to last for thirty or forty years, and, even 
if the price he pays has been increased to 
the extent of the duty on the imported — 
article, he pays it only once in that time. 
But on articles of *food and clothing, 
which the people use every day of their 
lives, we have increased the duties by a7 
much as 100 per cent. I have every sym- 
pathy with the people working on the 
land—indeed, my own boy is making | a 
start there—but they must have local as — 
well as foreign markets for their produce. 
Apart altogether from the exchange, the 
duties imposed in this schedule have been | 
practically obliterated by certain in- 
creased costs during the last twelve 
months. And other means are being — 
adopted. Wall honorable members be- — 
lieve that in tenders for State Govern- | 
ment works the engineers require the ~ 
local article to undergo about forty tests, — 
as against the four to which the steel 
from Great Britain and foreign countries” 
must be submitted. The goods that 
come from abroad are accepted at their 
own standard, and the Australian output 
ig submitted to impossible tests in order 
to keep it up to the standard set up for 
steel produced in Australia. This is due to 
an evil influence bearing hard upon Aus- 
tralia from outside. It may be taken 
for granted, of course, that some special — 
form of legislation will be necessary to 
deal with the matter of exchange; but 
these tests of the Australian product are 
altogether unfair.. A man closely In- | 
terested in the Australian enterprise was — 
going through some great steels works in. 
America, and he told the manager about. 
the tests insisted upon here. The 
manager’s comment was, “Do you ever 


manage to make a steel rail at all? We ~ 


could not do so here under tests like © 
that.” The state of affairs is one which — 
is tending to kill a basic Australian in- — 
dustry. When the Government went be- . 
fore the country the assurance was given 
that they would not only protect existing — 
industries, but would extend protection — 
wherever it could be shown that any one 
was about to invest his capital 1 in the estab- a 


Piiaant a a new ae 
the Government fulfilled this pledge? 
=u Mr. ‘Ricwarp Fostrr.—They are doing 


antes WATKIN S.—Yes; they hive fal 
- filled it in respect of bananas and. onions. 
- But here is a great key enterprise employ- 
ing, directly and indirectly, between 30,000 
and 40,000 people, and the attitude of 
the Government is such as they might 
display towards:a little sideshow. In 
- my earlier experiences of politics in New 
- South Wales I recall that wheat was im- 
ported into Australia. The farmers, 
then, were the keenest Protectionists in 
all the land. They sought for the im- 
position of a duty of 3d. per bushel. I 
yoted to assist them, because I believed 
that I was helping the man on the land. 
_ I have assisted to imcrease the duties on 
_ bananas and onions; but now I am to get 
nothing in return. I ask honorable 
members to put aside altogether the factor 
‘of the Belgian product. The Australian 


their own market by British competitors, 
even though the latter had to quote against 
existing duties, and despite that the Aus- 
tralian price was at bedrock. 
did the question of foreign exchange 
come in? 

Mr. Gresnr.—But the British compe- 
: titors were rolling German blooms. 

Mr. WATKINS.—What sort of a Go- 
E nant have we? On the one hand 
‘ they pledge themselves to protect Austra- 
tian industries, both existing and to come. 
On the other hand they refuse to give the 
Australian industry adequate protection 
against British competitors who are using 
A pian material. 
Mr. Greenz.—The honorable member 
ae misrepresenting me. I have told the 
; Committee that it is my purpose to meet 
: that position, : 


‘Mr. WATKINS.—Then why does not 


the Minister do so? 
Mr. Greenz.—We cannot do so by aad 
ing 10s. to the British rate for pig iron. 
Mr. WATKINS.—We are facing a 
serious position. Added to our other 
competitors there is the Indian menace. 
Australia is likely to be overwhelmed 


_ with iron and steel made by cheap Indian 


labour. We have been beaten in our 
own market by British competitors, to 


Bur have — qu 


he will be glad to drop. 


producers have been beaten twice now in 


only did so when outside enterprise woul 


Where > 


quoted beyond ordinary business meth 


all. 
we had natural protection, a 


b ae the existing duties were no deter- 
piles ales ae oe inet 


aes protected ? Tn. order oO 
vour to defeat my amendment the 
able member for Parkes (Mr. Marr) 
adopted tactics which, as he ee ol 


Mr. McWrrx1aMs.—The 
member was quite honest. . ~ 

Mr. WATKINS.—I do not Hoube! 
but I repeat that, as the honorable mem- 
ber gains political experience, he will no 
lend himself to such tactics. I, for 
would not stand idle and wateh any 
terest becoming so powerful as to be a 
to enforce unfair conditions upon smal 
and dependent enterprises. But - 
honorable member for Parkes did not put 
the position fairly. The Broken Hi 
Proprietary Company was producing e 
basic product. It did not wish to go in 
for the manufacture of smaller lin 
However, when the war broke out 
this country could not get certain 
quirements from outside sources, the co 
pany came to the rescue and turned o 
numbers of minor products. aes 

Mr. Ricuarp Fosrrr.—The compan 


not or could not supply the demand 
Mr. WATKINS.—That is true. 


which id ate eants member for Pa 


able member for Parkes made an allusion : 
to the Broken. Lat fe ae Compai 


ence aes giving geet 
ment and ponteai ns ordinary fair 


Vers of sub-industries petiedt qe 
basic requirements. Quite apart f 
Belgian competition, owing to the un 
conditions which have prevailed durin, 
recent sce the duties in. the sched 


said that when the present rates: 
agreed upon they were not requi 
It is quite true that at o: 


aaa importations were ‘not ‘coming 
forward; but that is not the position to- 


| day. 


Mr. Gccunihea nad that because the 
honorable member had been contending 


_ that owing to the changed conditions in 


Australia the duty had been voided. 
Mr. WATKINS.—Twelve months ago 


‘we were not so concerned with the duties 


imposed, because Australian industries 
were in a position to compete with manu- 
_facturers abroad; but wages have in- 


Me is creased, hours have been reduced, and coal 


has gone up in price. While conditions in 
Australia have been altering in that direc- 


_ tion, wages abroad have been reduced, as 


also have freights, with the result that 
the protection we enjoyed has been re- 
moved. 

Mr. Hecror Einown-—It Australian 
_ manufacturers had adequate protection in 


_ Consequence of high freights, or the ab- 


sence of freight, that would have to be 


N Ms 
_ ¢aleulated against increased costs from 


that time up to the present. 
Mr. WATKINS.—There is no short- 


age of freight to-day. 


extent of 35 or 40 per cent., 


Mr. Hecror Lamonn.—Assuming that 
the shortage of freights gave the Aus- 
tralian manufacturer protection to the 
we would 


have to add that to our present rates. 


Mr. WATKINS.—It would have to 


_be added to put them in a similar position. 


Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—No; they have 


“gone back 50 per cent., and ‘not 25 per 
WATKINS.—The Minister has 


i gone back 100 per cent. 


Mr. Ricwarp Fostrr.—Why does not 
_the honorable member quote figures in 


: regard to the rail contract he mentioned ? 


Mr. WATKINS.—In dealing with this 
matter last week, I pointed out that coal 
had increased in price by 4s. per ton dur- 
ing the past twelve months. 


Mr. Grecory.—We all know that. We 


My want further information concerning the 
ae contract for rails which the Australian 
- manufacturers failed to secure. 


Mr. WATKINS.—I have not the 


figures before me, but I have received 
_ other particulars from an expert who 
has given the matter close attention. 
Mr. McWrrttams .—Then, why not get 
_ the difference in the price ‘of the tenders 
om Main! same eo : 


prices increased. But if we destroy our 


that the protection it shall be afforded 


Mr. WATKINS.—The honorable | 
member will not bamboozle me. *I have 
already informed the Committee that the _ 
Australian manufacturers submitted Be 
bedrock price. oy 


Mr. Ricwarp Fosrzr.—Yes; but wees 
want to know the difference in the tenders _ 
submitted. Whee 

Mr. WATKINS.—The honorable mem- 
ber knows the ordinary conditions of — 
tendering, and must realize that there 
would not be any conditions which weuld — 
specifically favour an Australian manu- 
facturer. I was informed that manufac- 
turers who had to pay duty on their pro- 
ducts secured the contract; and, quite 
apart from exchange or anything else, 
that should be sufficient to prove that 
higher duties should be imposed. It has” Ce 
been said by some honorable members 
that, if we agree to additional imposts, * 
trusts and combines will be created, and 


own inlustries, from whom shall we have — 
to purchase? The Australian consumer — 
will be at the mercy of the foreign trusts, ae 
and will have to pay probably ten Les 
more for his goods than he is paying to- 
day. I ask the Minister not to depend too ~ 
much upon the legislation he proposes in- — 
troducing, but to amend the duties, Ifitis — 
desirable to increase the rates on bananas — 


to 8s. 4d. per cental, and on onions to £6 


per ton, surely it is of greater importance 
to protect the iron and steel industry of 

the Commonwealth. The iron and steel _ 
industry was of inestimable value to Aus- 
tralia during the war period; and now 


that it is developing and reaching a stage | o 


when it can meet the whole of our're- 
quirements, it is unreasonable to suggest 


shall be governed by legislation to Ms mae 
troduced at a later date. ee 

Mr. MoWiri1ams.—The handeahte aes 
member voted for the increased duties a ok 
which he referred. 


Mr. WATKINS.—Yes, and I am stp 
porting increased duties on pao iron 
and steel. 


Mr. Corser. — But the upon 
bananas were produced by coloured 
labour. % 

Mr. WATKINS. — Yes, and -aaite 


manufactured in India are made | iby black 
labour. x 


Aes 
‘member* conscientiously voted for an in- 
: oreased duty on bananas? 


Mr. WATKINS.—Yes. 
_ Mr. Rosert Coox.—Then, does he not 
“think that we are acting similarly ? 


ON Mr. WATKINS.—If the members of 
the Country party supported higher 
duties on the ‘commodities I have men- 
tioned, and refuse to help an industry of 
the macnitude of the one I am endeavour- 
“ing to defend, they are anything but 
Ke “consistent. 


Mr. Grecory.— When did the Searebte 


q "quired fresh protection? | 


Mr. WATKINS.—TI have always sup- 
“ported the establishment of such an in- 
a dustry in Australia. 


iy Vor, “McWILLIAMS. — Originally, the 
_ company asked for a 125 per cent. duty. 


- Mr. WATKINS.—Yes. The request 
was very modest, and the same can be 
said of the one 1 am now submitting. 
_ The present duty, at the time of the in- 
: troduction of this Tariff, was equivalent 
“to. an increase of about 22 per cent., but, 
-eommercially speaking, it is now of very 
little effect; whereas honorable members 


_ ceived protection to the extent of 100 per 
cent. on other industries. In comparison 
with the American Tariff, the rates I 
- suggest are very reasonable. 

Mr. McWiritams.—Does the honorable 
. Diher wish a high Protective Tariff to 
have the same result here as it had in 
: ~ America? 


Mr e WATKINS. pauses members 
( know that I am not sympathetically dis- 
- posed towards trusts or combinés; but I 
have an interest in the welfare of the 
people engaged in this industry and in 
the conditions under which they have to 
work. If we are to have trusts and com- 
pines, let us have them in Australia, 
where we can deal with them. J again 
ask the Minister to consider the condi- 
tions prevailing, quite apart from the 
- question of exchange, and to realize that, 
_ although the duties in the schedule may 
have heen effective twelve months ago, 
ae are pan useless to- Bik 


Rise Ghee: athe AS bbis 4 Mr. | 


Somber realize that this industry re- 


of the Country party asked for and re-. 


shown Bh iron gee presum 
Belgium, are coming is Australia. | s 
Mr. Grucory.—The consumers — 
asked to purchase abroad. he 
Mr. WATKINS.—That would not 
account for the whole quantity. The 
honorable member for Dampier re’ 


prove that che Broken Hill aha 
Company could hot SUPPLY our ong 
-ments. 


Mr. 


eet to import their requireme 
for six months. I also mentioned th 


the Broken ane Proprietary he onan 


well slcouhia eon scheme, — orn 
Mr. WATKINS.—I undenesean the 
honorable member to use the argume 
the other night that we are not yet self 
supporting in the matter of the product 
of this industry. J admit that durin 
the shipping strike the Broken Hill P 
prietary Company told their customers, 
and very fairly, I think PN 
Mr. Grecory.—Yes, very fairly : 
think they are a good firm.  — 
Mr. WATKINS.—They - told t “ 
customers that they could not get shippin 
around Areas and advised then 


one of that ee within. ke las 
few months. There are items followix 
the one now under discussion which a 
related to it, and in connexion Witn o 


of those items I am in a position 


by another Australian firm was | 
ary an ae firm in onary of 


by this Tariff, Hea without any oy 
at all to rates of exchange. Hon 
~ members are aware that some of th 
Lye industries pstanlieneaa “a 


iailateds. in my own Meatorate, These 
things cannot be accounted for by the 
operation of the rate of exchange, and lL 
once more ask honorable members to 
remember that we are dealing here with 


a most important industry, and that in- 
i -_ ereased duties are necessary to protect its 
' interests. I trust, therefore, that they 
-__—-will support my amendment. 


| Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10.3]—I 
do not think that I am called upon to 
express any very great sympathy with 
the Minister for Trade and Oustoms 
(Mz. Greene); but I do say that the 
honorable member for Newcastle (Mr. 
Watkins) has not been as fair to him 
as he might have been in connexion 
with this Tariff. I cannot see that 
( conditions in Awstralia in regard to 
foreign trade have changed during the 
past eight or ten years so much as has 
been suggested... We have had to meet 


exist. We know the demand that there 
was after the war for iron and steel, and 
\ that manufacturers were unable to sup- 
ply the world’s demands. T have said 
that tle honorable member for Newcastle 

4s not quite fair in his complaint that the 

_ Minister for Trade and Customs has not 
proposed a sufficient duty on this item. 

T have prepared some statistics to show 
what the duties now proposed represent 

‘ on the basis of the imports of 1913 for 
the sub-items a, s, c, and p of the item 
-' now under discussion. They represent 
in all over £700,000, and so far as the 
‘Iron and steel industry is concerned 

the proposal means something like 
£2,500,000 extra that the people of 
Australia would be called upon to pay, 
and on the top of that they must pay the 
“alas the retailers. I should like to 

__ know where the honorable member for 
' Newcastle and other honorable members 
of the party opposite were in 1914 when 

the Labour party brought down the 1914 
Tariff? I have that Tariff before me, 
and could quote from it item after item. 
It is sufficient to say that under that 
Tariff iron and steel) were “free.” 


_ Hoskins had been fighting a battle in 
New South Wales to establish the in- 
_ dustry for years before the introduction 
of that Tariff, and the Broken Hill Com- 
pany had established their. 
_ some years before W140 


works for 


far greater difficulties than at present 


4; Tariff. 


Mr, Giocen a, —There was a bouniee t 
paid on steel and iron at that time. 
Mr. GREGORY.—I say that in 1914 — ” 
the Labour party brought down a Tariff 
under which iron ae steel were free, mh 
but as the Minister for Trade and Chie ‘| 
toms has admitted these industries went — 
off with a spring. They had a mag- — 
nificent market and a glorious oppor- 
tunity. They had no competition, and — 
should have been able to establish them- — 
selves so firmly as to be in a position to 
compete at least with Great Britain with- — 
out the assistance of this duty. Where 
was the honorable member for Newcastle — 
in 1914? Where was the honorable mem- 
ber for Hunter (Mr. Charlton) in that 
year ? 
Mr. Maturws.—What does this provet 
Mr. GREGORY.—It proves that hon- 
orable members opposite realized at that 
time, from the reports from the Tariff — 
Commission, that a duty on these goods x 
was not necessary. ae 
‘Mr. Funtron.—Not a single line of the 
1914 Tariff was discussed, and the honor- _ 
able member knows that. We never had i 
a chance to discuss it. bis 
Mr. GREGORY.—I know that the 1914. 
Tariff was not discussed. But surely the — 
members of the Labour party at that time _ 
had some say, not, perhaps in regard to 
details, but in the framing of the Tariff _ 
generally. a 
Mr, Marnzws.—The honorable mem- 
ber must know that that is ridiculous. — 
Mr. Frenton.—Ask the Minister for | 
Trade and Customs if his party decided — 


the Tariff now under consideration. 


Mr. Ricuarp Foster—The Tariff of u : 
1914 was the Tariff of the Fisher Govern- ey 


‘ment. 


Mr. GREGORY.—Yes; the Tariff of a8 
the Labour party. ie 
Mr. Frenton.—We never expressed an nm 
opinion upon it. i 

Mr. GREGORY.—No; you dumbly 
accepted it from 1914 to 1930, and saw 
the industry, progress under Free Trade. 
I have.no doubt that it was brought by ~ 
the Labour Minister for Trade and Cus- _ 
toms under the consideration of the _ 
Cabinet of the day before it was sub- coe 
mitted to the House. ae 

Mr. Fun roy.—Did the present Nini 
for Trade and Customs tell honorable _ 
members opposite what he proposed to dor” 
before he introduced this Tariff? | et 


nM. Funton.—The Ministry did not 
know it, much less members of the Minis- 
terial party. ; 
Mr. GREGORY.—I am satisfied that 
the Minister for Trade and Customs put 
the Tariff before the Cabinet, and it was 
_ diseussed in Cabinet. I have been ad- 
vised that that is so. | 
Mr. Gass.—I call attention to the state 
i of “the Committee. [Quorum formed. ]| 
«© Mr. GREGORY.—I was asking where 
honorable members opposite were when 
the Tariff of 1914 was mtroduced. Was 
_ there one honorable member opposite who 
_ then said a word in regard to this great 
industry? From 1914 up to the time of 
_ the introduction of the present Tariff, is 
there one honorable member on the other. 
side who ever said that duties were needed 
for this industry to prosper and flourish ? 
In the 1914 Tariff, it will be found that 
- item after item affecting this industry 


free. 
Mr. Fenron.—I have already said that 
the Tariff was never discussed. 
Mr, GREGORY .—I say that it was the 
_ Labour party’s Tariff, brought in by a 
: Labour Administration. 
Mr? Cuartron.—Does the honorable 
(ee think that any party in this 
_ House makes the Tariff a party question? 


poe Mr GREGORY. am not too sure 
of it now. 
Mr. Onartron.—The voting on the 


: ‘Tariffs will show that it is not made a 
party question. - 

Mr. GREGORY.—Does the honorable 
member mean to tell me that the Tariff is 
My OL “8. Ministerial matter, or that -every 
member of the Ministry is not.a party 
to the Tariff introduced by that Minis- 
try; or, further, that he has not made 
D7 gas amendment a party matter? In my 
. opinion the Minister for Trade and 
Customs has proposed in this case more 
than a fair thing for the benefit of 
_ this industry. With the exception of 
_ the honorable member for Newcastle, 
jy _ there has been no honorable member op- 
posite who has attempted to show that 
higher duties are necessary on this item. 


is request made for higher duties. . 


es few days that any such request has 
heen made. 


eo GREGORY. asp decked, not. pee iron De Hasl cadnatee as 


covered articles that were to be admitted -chants dealing in iron and steel wil 


was £21 6s. per ton f.0.b. Port Ai 


Mr. GREGORY. It i is only within the 


‘It is Any, cekiat ae since - 


this country, under practically Free 
conditions. Let me inform honorable 
members that in 1907 we exported fro 
Australia 21,060 cwt. of pig iron, 
average of £3 12s. per ton. 
exported 40,270 cwt., at £3 8s. od. 
ton, and in each following year, up to 
1914, we not only manufactured pig iror 
for sale in Australia, but exported it al 
an average rate of from £3 8s. 9d. to 
13s. 4d. per ton. ce ah 
Mr. Frenton.—What was the rata of; 
boutty per ton in the years referred t . 
Mr. GREGORY.—I am nog sure; 
the honorable member can say what 
was if he Temembers it. In hey we ¢ 


average vile of £8 18s. per ton, So ¢ 
we have been considerable exporters. 1 
this material. It is right that we shoul 
consider the subsidiary industries of this 
country. We must remember that 1 


2 
the prices they quote, add their profit 
the duty, and that in every case the price 
of the local article will be brought right | 
up to the cost of the imported article. 
The honorable member for Newcastle ha 
spoken of a local firm losing a tender 
competition with an importing firm. The 
other night I quoted the prices | char 
for steel rails, i 
the war, the price charged for hanes 
steel rails was £8 16s. per ton fo. ¥ 
Port Augusta; and the present price 
£17 15s., or-an increase of over 100 p 
~ gent. on the pre-war price. J] showed ~ 
that the price of fish-bolts before the w ‘war 


and the present price is £56 10s. p 
or an increase of nearly 300 per ¢ 

Mr. Fewron. —What : are the Amerie 
prices 126 7 a, 

Mr, GREGORY. tesa han Bal 
American prices before me. I hay 
ceived several letters from manutact 
in connexion with this matter, and one i 
particular from a manufacturer at 
larat, in which he points out how 
duties are affecting manufacturers 
engines. He is a manufacturer 
country, and is sa aga in this 3 m 


under the siete Tariff. ae wri 


We will give pre-war prices a 
prices of the raw materials used i 
_ struction ss a 6i h. io oil nga the 


O ehisk is in the greatest demand for farm pur. 
poses. 


Mr. Fenron. What hy does he want 


on oil engines? 


Mr. Larry Surru.—He wants them to 


ae iB admitted frée, 


as 

Mr. GREGORY.— The letter con- 
a  tinues— | 

es ‘Cast iron, delivered at Ballarat, £4 to £5; 
present, price, £13 10s. Steel channels, £12; 
___ present price, £38. Bar’ steel, delivered at Bal- 
one ee £10; present price, £30. Bright shaft- 


— 


ing, £17 10s. ; ; present price, £56. Brass tubes, 
Is. 6d. per Ib.; present price, 5s. 6d. per Ib. 
‘These figures show, in some cases, an in- 
- erease of 300 per cent. The writer of 
the letter points out that on a 64 h.p. oil 
engine, the weight of which is 30 ecwt., 
the prices quoted represent a direct tax 
of £30. He says that the same figures 
and remarks apply to all farm imple- 
ments manufactured in Australia, and 
that it must be evident that the Tariff 
- must have a serious and detrimental 
effect upon the agricultwral progress of 
Australia. 
_ Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—How could this 
Tariff raise.prices by 300 per cent. ? 
Mr. GREGORY.—Because the mar- 
kets of the Old Country are not yet sup- 
_ plied, and huge prices are now prevailing 


for almost everything required for vari- 


of these commodities. 


industries, and particularly for 
I have ‘quoted the prices of many 
Before the war the 


ous 
~ metals. 


S _ price of bar and rod iron was £18 10s. 


per ton, its maximum price was £36 per 
ton, and to-day it is £30 per ton. The 
sa price of fencing wire before the war was 


£42 per ton, and its present price is £23 
per ton. J do not desire to see prices 
decline to their pre-war level, but they 
certainly must come down somewhat, be- 
-eause there is only a certain purchasing 
power in this country. When we get be- 
yond that purchasing power, other in- 
dustries cannot be successfully carried ‘on. 
Tf we close down our primary industries, 
we might as well close down the whole of 
our secondary industries. In the matter 
_of iron and steel products, for many years 
we cannot hope to become an exporting 
country. The Broken Hill Proprietary 
Company would not lay itself out to 
manufacture the 200 or 300 items which 
are required in connexion with the steel 
i industry. | 


£7 10s. per ton, its maximum price was: 


‘the Steel Association of this country, 


Mr. Greenu.—That difficulty can easily i 
be overcome. iM 
Mr. GREGORY.—Not unless i, 
Minister is clothed with ‘power to say 
that this item shall be admitted fee 
whilst that item shall pay a duty, ae ; 
Mr. Greenz.—And that is what L in- th 
tend to propose. i 
Mr. GREGORY.—The Committee wit 
take care that the Minister is not clothed — 
with that power. There is just one other 
matter to which I wish to direct atten- — 
tion. At the present time the freight — 
upon these products amounts to £3 De, 
ton, whilst insurance, exchange, &., re- 


presents an additional 8s. 3d. per ton, 80. 


that already they enjoy a natural He 
‘Tariff protection varying from 58 te 
cent. to 100 per cent. upon their values. — 
That is an enormous protection, and I 
hope that honorable members, before « . 
granting any increase in that diseee 
will consider these facts. : i 
Mr. CHARLTON. —The honorable mem- Hy 
ber has already said that he is not Op- 
posed to an increased duty upon the Dror 
ducts of countries outside the Empire. iv 
Mr., GREGORY.—I wish the duty 
under the British preferential Tariff to be © 
15s. per ton, and I am quite willing that 
the other duties shall remain unaltered. 
I fear, however, that the Minister wil 
succeed in retaining 20s. per ton under | 
the British preferential Tariff, and that 
he will then give way to honorable mem- ~ 
bers opposite by sanctioning the imposi- ms 
tion of larger duties upon foreign pro- 
ducts. To my mind there is a grave dan- 
ger that monopolies will he created in 
this country. The paper which I hold - 
in my hand is a gentlemanly agreement 
which has been entered into between the _ 
Broken Hill Proprietary Company and “ 


and we appear to “have alread 
reached the stage when a Combine 
will control the prices at which’ these 
goods shall be sold to the community. 
The information which hay been sup- 
plied to me is of so serious a character 
that the Minister should make prompt in- 
quiries as to whether or not such an agree- 
ment is still in existence. Some means 
should be devised by which the duty upon 
these commodities can be abolished imme- 
diately it can be shown that the manufac- _ 
turers have entered into an agreement : 


teh yp 


pose of fixing prices. It is the Minister’s 
duty to make complete inquiries into this 
_ matter, in order that he may be in a 
position to advise us whether such a com- 
bination exists. If it does, it should be 
- squelched immediately. We should do 


_binations exploiting the public. 

Mr. Greenz.—A combination is not 

_ necessarily a bad thing. It is only when 

it becomes predatory in its action that 
it is bad. 


Mr. GREGORY.—When the producers 
of these articles fix the prices at which 
they shall be sold by the retailer to the 
_ public, there is an element of grave danger. 
I shall put the papers in my possession 
before the Minister, and if he does not 
choose to take action, I shall be compelled 
ata later stage to make a full statement 
regarding this matter to the Committee. 
Mr. MAHONY (Dalley) [10.23].—The 
_ Minister might ‘well have given more 
_. consideration to the request which has 
been preferred by honorable members 
upon this side of the chamber that fur- 
ther assistance be granted to the iron 
industry. Throughout the whole’ of the 
_ Tariff debate, those who have really sup- 
_ ported the honorable gentleman with the 
object of making the Tariff a_ truly 
_ Australian Tariff, have been members of 
the party to which I belong. 
HC Ts 
~ alhance. 
Mr. MAHONY.—The honorable mem- 
_ber may think so. The members whom 
_ the Minister has had to fight, and whom 
_ he will have to fightin the future, are 
- those whom he is now endeavouring to 
_ placate. 
Mr. Greeyz.—I am not endeavouring 
to placate anybody. I am merely attempt- 
- ing to do ‘what. I believe to be right. 
Mr. MAHONY.—We ask that a reason- 
able measure of protection shall be ex- 
tended to the iron industry, and the Min- 


ister has refused to give our request fur-_ 


ther consideration. The honorable mem- 
_ ber for Newcastle (Mr. Watkins) and thé 

honorable member for Hunter (Mr. Char]- 
ton) have dealt with this question very 
ably indeed. They have shown what 
will be the effect upon the industry of 
lower .duties, and how those duties will 
_ affect. the great mass of the workers who 
are engaged 1 in it. ‘This matter must not 


We the Nstesas people for the pur- 


all that is in our power to prevent com- 


MoWruttiams.—A_ most.’ eM 


| proposed ay onions, 


dard of pei as ig one which is confrontin 
the entire world to-day. As a result, th 


tain conditions which were fought for on 
the fields of Flanders. We desire that a 
certain measure of protection shall b 
given to the iron industry. 

‘Sir JosspH Coox.—It has a certa 1 
measure of protection. 


ficient protection to enable it to mainta 
the present standard of wages in bia 
tion with the outside world. 
Sir JosepH Coox.—Who says that? ! 
Mr. MAHONY.—TI do; and so, also, 
do the honorable member for Me snee 


ber for Hie (Mr. Charlton). i 
, Sir _JOSEPH Coox.—The Broken Hill” 


Mr. MAHONY.—Has it not? ty na 
Sir JoszpH Coox.—No. a ot 
made any representations to us at all, — 
Mr. MAHONY. —Does the bic 


able ee upon cite mation 
be prepared to give favorable consi 
tion to: their claims? : nee 


Mr. MAHONY. —Then what doe | 
Treasurer’s statement mean? 
members have had facts placed before 
them which go to show what will be the 
effect upon the industry if the amendm 
of the honorable member for Newcastl 
(Mr. Watkins) be not carried. I ask 
right honorable gentleman to reme 
that the friends of Australian industr. 
the members of the Opposition. What ¢ 
the members of the Corner party say 
When it was a question affecting the 
selves, as, for example, when a du 
thee fy 


( 


: Oh, yes! We ‘rill prane a aed of 100 
per cent., ” and the Government were pre- 

a Sti to placate them by imposing that 
uty. 

_ Mr. MoWrrtiams.—The Country party 
will put the acid upon the honorable 
- member in Balmain. | 
_ Mr. MAHONY.—TI invite its members 
to come along and try to do so. These are 
_ the gentlemen who asked that the ham and 
bacon curing industry should be protected. 
~ We do not object to that. But when we 

urge that assistance shall be granted to 
establish upon a firm basis one of the 
greatest industries which any country 
can possess—the iron industry—they ex- 
 gelaim, “Oh, no! Pig iron must be free,” 
because it is the other fellow that is to be 
benefited this time. Members of the 
- Corner party are ready to vote for duties 
on lucerne and ‘millet, on bananas and 
onions, on pigs and hams and bacon, and 


ated butter ; but when we ask for assist-. 


Me ance to establish the iron industry in Aus- 
tralia they say that it cannot be given. 


Sir Josepn Coox.—The iron industry 


_ is already established here. 

_ Mr. MAHONY.—It is only in its in- 
fancy, and needs protection from the 
competition of the world. 

Sir Joserx Coox.—lf these increases 
were granted, would there be an applica- 
tion for higher wages? 

Mr. MAHONY.—I do not know; but 

: i the industry be not adequately pro- 
tected, there must be a big slump in the 
wages ‘of those it employs. We on this side 

are prepared to assist the Ministry in 
- making this an Australian Tariff; but if 
we are turned down upon a vital proposal 
affecting the welfare of thousands of men, 
-- women, and children, we must seriously 
consider our attitude towards the Tariff. 
_ Because a blank cartridge has been fired 
from the cross benches, Ministers seem 
prepared to drop their guns and to run 
away. 
Mr. Srewarr.—lI thought that there 
- would be a split 1 in the alliance sooner or 
later. 
Be. Mer. MAHON ry Lor hare is no ak 
hance; but members on this*’side desire 
the establishment and encouragement of 
Australian industries. Do we not know 
_ that when the war broke out Great Bri- 
tain and the Dominions were unprepared ? 
That being so, we should see that the same 
thing cannot happen again. The iron 


Industries are built up. 
the effect of refusing protection to it will 
be in the reduction of wages, let me draw 
attention to what is happening in other 
3 According to the _ 
Iron Age of the 6th January last— = 
Steel Co. has announced © a es 
reduction of wages at the South Bethlehem 
effective 16th 

January. The announcement was made follow- | 

ing a joint meeting of the company officials 

and representatives ‘of the workmen under the pen 
employee representation plan in effect at the 


of Australia. 


was submitted. 


yy 7 Jove, ‘gat. 1 


* 


industry is a basic one. 


parts of the world. 


The thlehem 


plant of from 10 “to 20 per cent., 


plant. 


On it all other 
To show what — 


The reduction is similar to the one being ee 


made at the Lebanon plant. 


under normal conditions. 


We require adequate protection against 
Without it the 
wages of our workmen must come down. — a 


that sort of competition. 


A 10‘to 20 per: > 
cent. reduction is also announced for the Spar- 
rows Point plant, effective on the same date. 
The company employs from 5,000 to 6,000 men 


The honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 


Gregory) has said that the present high 
Cera) 
tainly it cannot be maintained if the ~ 
For a proper 
duty on iron and steel it is impossible 
to depend upon the support of honorable 
members of the Country party, who, In 
respect of items affecting themselves will ae 
but.) yes 
indus- 
Their — 
remedy for the situation is to bring down 
indus- 
trialists accept lower wages, and their 
wives and children wear shoddier clothing : 


standard cannot be maintained. 


Tariff protéction is low. 


wote for duties of 100 per cent., 
respect of items affecting the 
trialists want no duty whatever. 


wages. They would have the 


and eat coarser food. The representa-' 


tives of the workers, however, stand for 
adequate protection for the maintenance _ 
and building up of Australian industries. __ 
We are fighting for the maintenance of 
proper living conditions for the workers 
We are not prepared to 
stand idly by while the interests of the | coe 
wworkers are being slaughtered. ie 
Sir Josepy Cogn clare they being G 


slaughtered now? 


Mr. MAHONY.—No, but they will be . 


if we are not careful. 
Sir Joserpu Coox.—The workers 


Have they been slaughtered? 
Mr. Cuariron.—But wages in other 


doe 
this industry have been carrying on under — 
the present Tariff for twelve months. 


countries have come down since the Tariff ey 


- gaid that he will cure that trouble in 
another way, but the Opposition ap- 
parently will not accept his word. 
‘Mr. MAHONY.—If the Acting Prime 
_ Minister (Sir Joseph Cook) will give 
a reasonable consideration to our "request 
we shall be satisfied. 


Sir Josppn Coox.—The Opposition 


~ have been told that the Minister will take. 


i care thAt no harm comes to this industry. 
- Mr. MAHONY.—That reply is typical 
of the right honorable gentleman. We 
- want something more. 
_ _ Sir Josern Coox.—What do you want? 
: You are asking for a 50 per cent. increase 
in the duty on a raw material. 
Mr. Coartron.—But the .Government 
have not offered to give us even a smaller 
increase than that for which we ask. 


Mr. MAHONIY.—If the Acting Prime 
_. Minister would agree to report progress 
at this stage I am sure that when we 
met to-morrow he would see the rea- 
_ sonableness of the request of the Opposi- 
tion. J can readily understand that it 
may not be the policy of the Government 
to aecept holus bolus the amendment 
moved by the honorable member for 
- (Neweastle, but we should have an assur- 
ance that the Government are prepared 
- to give reasonable consideration’ to the 
request for an increase. | 
Mr. Brunperir.—The Opposition are 
not the only members who want an in- 
_ ereased duty. ; 
Mr. MAHONY.—Quite so. I have 
been pointing out that it is men like the 
honorable member for Adelaide 
Blundell) on the Government side of the 
_ House who are joining with us in the 
effort to make this a truly Australian 
vee meri. 3) The 
who are standing against our proposal, 
and towhom the Government are bending 
_ the knee, are the bitter enemies of Aus- 
tralian industries. 
Myr. Srewarr.—tThat is not correct. 
Mr. MAHONY.—May. be itis not 
_ quite correct. Honorable members of the 
_ Country party are in favour of Aus- 
_ tralian industries where their own inter- 
ests are concerned, but not in favour of 
- those conducted by others. 
Acting Prime Minister give some con- 
sideration to this matter ! en 


Sir a OSEPH (Cooa tithe “Minister for 
Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) has 


We. shall oat satisfied. 


at eetac ce 


the facts as they affect this count: 


(Mr.. 


only honorable members 


Wilk the: 


ce Tome es Viton 
bers opposite know nothing of co 1 
tion. They have been trying to blu x 
us; they have been threatening us fe 
nearly a week over this one item. — 

Mr. MAHON Y.—Give some reasoi 
consideration to our representations 


If the Actin 


ee 


have fallenein ead Bee pi 
mediate A throne our 
workers. 


ber is sane is that as wages a 
England and America the cost of 
duction there will be cheaper. May - 
point out to him that as that takes place 
the protection for which the Tariff nov 
provides will automatically increase? — 
Mr. MAHONY.—How does the 
orable member make that out? 
Sir .JosepH Coox.—Because it is 
fixed duty, and a fixed duty ona low 
abroad is very much higher than a 
duty on a high rate. : 
Mr. MAHONY.—The honeeuite 
ber is putting his point very nicel 
that is not fixing the price 
Sir Josepa vo —I am putting 


Mr. MAHONY Aud 7 ae ie 


Sir Joserx Coox.—As the 
these materials come down abr ad So 
protection automatically increase ie 

Mr. MAHONY.—I point — OM ha 
there is a world-wide conspiracy to reduce 
the wages of the workers. | 


Sir JosEPH coos. 
kind. 


traha from that ne of ee and if 
that industries are established on st 
sound basis that we ¢an maintai 
present decent standard of livi 
understand’ there are other hon 
members on this side who desire to 
dress themselves to this question, az 
shall defer the figures in proof of 
have said until a later hour. — 


tralia is ever to take its place am 
" sa nations of the world, the cop 


BN 


iP and steel. 
Sir Joszrrpx Coox.—I entirely agree 
_ with the honorable member; the i iron and 


built up. 
4 _ Mr. MAHONY.—To that end, there 
_ must be adequate protection. To-day, 
+ prices are rapidly falling. 
a Sir Josern Coox.—The people who 
a ‘know most about the industry have never, 
I repeat, asked the Government for any 
increased duties. | 

Mr. MAHONY.—If the representa- 
tives of this industry approach the Go- 
vernment and ask for increased protec- 
tion, will the right honorable gentleman 
_ give consideration to their request ? 
¢ Sir Josep Coox.—Oh, that is easy! 
_ Mr. MAHONY.—“Yes” or “no”— 
fa will you, or will you not? | 
_ Sir Josepn Coox.—lT have already re- 
oe paliad to that very silly question. 
_ Mr. MAHONY.—There might be 
ee ‘some little sense in my question, but there 

is absolutely no sense in. the right honor- 

“able géntleman’s reply. 

Mr. BLUNDELL (Adelaide) [10.56].— 

_ The Treasurer must realize that honor- 
_ able members have been travelling all 

night. I am desirous to present my views 

on the questign before us, and I think it 
3 would be only fair if progress were re- 

ete, now. 

Sir Josep Coox.—I do not. wish to 

3 Pat late, but the honorable member must 
~ realize that when we have debated a single 
item for a week, the Committee ought to 
_ be ready to make up its mind. . 
Mr. BLUNDELL.—There has never 
yet been such rapid progress made with 
a Tariff as on the present occasion, and 
the item before us involves ereat in- 
terests. Apparently, there are members 
of this Chamber who are Protectionists 
so far as their own industries are con- 
cerned, but Free Traders in regard to all 
other industries, They are prepared to 
say that, because they have to compete 
with J apanese labour, they must be given 


ny 


“i and the item of millet presents a case in 
ve point. Those members of the Country 


100 per cent. to duties in the case of in- 


- steel industry has been, ae is being, 


e member for Dampier (Mr. 


50 per cent. increases on particular duties, 


party have not hesitated to add 50 and 


:7 ustries with which Uae are Ee ag 


eat us an item ah concerns ‘4 
workers in the cities and towns,‘ they © 
oppose any attempt at effective protec- 


tion. ‘The position these honorable mem- 
bers take up is, in my opinion, most in- 
consistent. One member of the Coun 
party has argued that an increase in the — 
duty before us is not justified, because 
primary producers will “have to pay,” 
meaning thereby that any burden oronted 
by increased protection in secondary in- 
dustries falls wholly and solely on their a 
backs. hey take up the position that 
they are the one*section in the com- y 
munity who ought to be considered. Te 
realize that the primary producers are 
absolutely essential, but so are those ene 
gaged in the great secondary industries — 

of our cities and: suburbs; both branches 

of industrial enterprise require all the 
protection and assistance that can be ae 
given to them. As a matter of fact, the : 
primary producers are not the majority 

of the population of this country. 

Do honorable: members realize what the 


af 


- industries with which we are dealing at 


present have to put up with, and she. 
competition they have to face? We are 
trying to build up big industries here in 
competition with countries that have aan 
similar undertakings established for : 
years and years. yo 
Sir JosepH Coox.—May I suggest shee 
that also is the aim of the overwhelm- 
ing majority of this Parliament? Will 
the honorable member devote himself to. 
the real point at issue? ay 
Mr. BLUNDELL. — Judging by tha ee 


speeches we have heard to-night, donot 


think it is the overwhelming opinion Ofet 
this Parliament. Certain members have 
been very anxious to vote for other in- 
creases where there might have been some 
doubt as to whether they were justified, — 
but no one raised a question about them, “a 
_ Mr. Grecory.—Yes, they did. | 
BLUNDELL. — The 


Mr. honorable 
Gregory ) 
stands out as the one shining exception. 
In the case of some of the increases that 
were made honorable members did not 
‘even call for a division. As one who is 
going to support the amendment, I sug- 
gest to the Government that it is reason- 
able to report progress now. 

Sir Josepn Coox.—I am perfectly will- 
ing to allow the whole of to-morrow for 
this item, a we can take a vote at the 


ee: have our minds made up. 


‘Sir J OSEPH COOK.—I think so, I | 


end of the day. But this is a hold-up, 
- because those who support the amend- 
ment say that unless they can get what 
they want they will “ stone-wall ss the 
item.., 
~ Mr. BLUNDELL. — So far as I am 
concerned, I am willing that a vote 
should be taken some time to-morrow, 
. but T cannot answer for others. 
> Mr. CxHartron.—We suggested last 
"Thursday that the debate on this item 
shall be adjourned for a week, and that 
in the meantime other items should be 
gone on with, while the Government were 


: - considering whether they could not give us 


something better. 

Mr. BLUNDELL. —The whole argu- 
‘ment put up by the Corner party this 
evening, witn the exception of the honor- 


a able member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory), 


_ to whom we must give credit for largely 

pypsns these things on principle—— 

Sir Jossrpnx Coox.—The most unfortu- 
nate thing about this argument is that it 


us has developed into a duel between the 


_ Corner party and some of the members 
of the Opposition. 
Mr. BLUNDELL.—It is essential . to 
realize that the iron and steel industry is 
different from any with which we have 
- dealt up to the present. 
- Sir Josren Coox.—TI think we had bet- 
ter agree to the adjournment. 
Progress reported. | 


ADJOURNMENT. 


CONSIDERATION OF TARIFF—-REPATRIATION 
_ DEPARTMENT: TREATMENT OF RETURNED 
SOLDIERS. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—Act- 
ing Prime Minister and _ Treasurer) 
[11.6].—In moving— 


That the House do now adjourn, 


I appeal to honorable members to come to 
a vote on the item of pig iron to-morrow. 
If we cannot get a vote to-morrow night — 
at a reasonable hour, I hope honorable — 
- members will make up their minds to sit 

a little late. We have been over a week 
on the one item. No one can say that 
_ it has not been threshed out thoroughly, 
_ or that reasonable time has not been given 
to its consideration. 


Mr. Gass.—Hear, hear! and we all 


| ° ts ie not know why the matter is being held — 


gig 


may eel a vote to-morrow at ar 
able hour. 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) i. 8 
The Acting Prime Minister (Sir Jo 
Cook) is too old a parliamentarian n 
to know that there is a determinatio 
the part of the Committee to get 
least some kind of a compromise dui 
the debate on the item. That desire d 
not arise from any wish to hold up 
House or the Government. 
for Trade and Customs (Mr, | 
suggested this afternoon that the By: 
might again be raised on the gen 
Tariff. May I urge on him and the Act 
ing Prime Minister that, if they woul 
consider what position they are going t 
take up on the general Tariff, and § , 


the question can again be raised 01 
general Tariff. I urge this upon # 
sideration of the Go on Ww 
intention of facilitating as 
this and kindred items. 


talk upon the te 
the Minister has stated the issue 
enough—that it is a question of - 
the Tariff is adequate—but the Minister — 
has not given any definite intimatio: 
the attitude of ae Government. if : 


will be Hea) facilitated. 


Even at this late hour, I desire 
before the Goverment the case 
turned soldier. 
me Vat as a miner t before 


The Mini 


other item in the Tariff. =) 
Mr. RYAN.—But the Minister whe 
given no intimation of what attitude he 
is likely to take up if the question is ¢ 
raised on the coe Tariff. a 


es 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) i 


‘He states in a 


Commonwealth 
a aS ie | 
‘was receiving a wage of £1 2s. 6d., and 
since his return he has been getting 16s. 


_  6d., the lowest wage paid to a miner. 


In addition to bad legs, due to trench 
__ fever, he has had two or three weeks off, 
and is not likely to work again: He has 
_ received a letter from the Repatriation 


Department informing him that his pen- 
_ sion has been cancelled, and, on top of 
_ that, he has been notified by the War 
_ Service Homes Department that unless he 
+ pays £27 19s. 4d., representing eight 
_ months’ instalments in respect of the pro- 
perty which he is oceupying, he must quit 
the premises. This man has a family of 
_ six children, and is not likely to work 
again this winter. His position is a very 
serious one indeed, and I trust that some- 
_ thing will be done, for him. We are 
_ constantly bringing cases of this sort 
under the notice of the Minister. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. 


House adjourned at 11.14 p.m, « 


House of Representatives. 


Wednesday, 8 June, 1921. 


a 


Bae Mr, Deruty Spraxer (Hon. J. M. 
_ Chanter) took the chair at 2.30 p.m., and 
- read prayers. | | | 


_ COMMONWEALTH NOTE ISSUE. 

) _ Mr. BAMFORD,—I ask the Treasurer 
if the statement which appeared in a 
leader in the Melbourne Age of the 4th 
June inst., to the effect that since the b 


° 


edundancy is shown by the price of gold, 
is correct? | 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—TI have already 
nswered that question in another con- 
nexion, but it appears useless to reply to 
tatements published in the Age. Next 
- morning they are repeated, no matter how 
_ absolutely they may have been refuted. 
‘The facts are that there is a world-infla- 
tion of currency, and that it is the duty 
of every Government to try to reduce this 
tion in every possible way; but to 


‘present financial year, or post-war obliga- 


“digger” purposes, 


Bills at 54 per cent. on the market in 
London, ‘and, if so, for what purpose? — 


e (8 Sona, TORT YS Node Teste. 


suggest that our note-issue has raised the _ 
price of gold to its present figure shows 
either pure ignorance on the part of the 
man who does so, or wilful, deliberate, — 
and complete misrepresentation. The 
price of gold to-day is determined by the 

exchanges of the world, and it is com- 
plicated also by the inflation of the 

currencies of the world. Apparently — 
the Age does not wish to hear anything — 
reflecting .favorably on Australia. It 
flouts any statement that tells for Aus-— 
tralia. Our note-issue has continued 
steady since the Armistice, while the eur- _ 
rency of every other country in the world | 

has increased; in some cases by nearly 
100 per cent. ; Ps 


NEW COMMONWEALTH PEACE 
: LOAN, © eee 
Mr. HIGGS.—Is the rumour which 
has been published in the press, that itis 
intended to raise another Commonwealth 
Peace Loan, based on fact? If so, is the. 
loan intended to meet commitments of the 


tions in the new financial year ? (as | 

Sir JOSHPH COOK.—As the press 
already has an inkling of what is afoot, La 
may as well tell the honorable member 
that another loan—one of very moderate 
dimensions—is in contemplation. It Mee 
to be a “digger’s” loan, and purely for 


Mr. Fenron.—For how much? . 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—That has not 
yet been determined. ae 
Mr. Fenron.—The sum of £15,000,000 
has been mentioned in the press. Pk 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The amount 

has not been fixed upon. | 
Mr. Wrsr.—Is the money to be raised 

in Australia or abroad? oe 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The loan will 

be an Australian one; for the purposes of 


7 
repatriation, and for nothing else. 


COMMONWEALTH TREASURY _ 
BILLS. Oe Ae 


Mr, RICHARD FOSTER.—Is it true 
that the Government has placed 


£2,000,000 of Commonwealth Treasury — 


War Pensions. 


ar6 


‘Sir JOSEPH COOK—It is cc oa 


_ pelled to place Treasury Bills on the 
_ Lendon market instead of a small loan. 
The money is needed in London, largely 
because of exchange difficulties. It is to 


_ chases that we have been compelled to 
- make owing to the loss of our crop. It 
will all be repaid shortly as the sugar is 
sold, and will then be available for other 

: ‘purposes. ‘ 


PUBLIC SERVANTS’ WAGES. 


Mr.. MATHEWS.—Is there any truth 
in the rumour that Mr. Knight, the Pre- 
sident of the Taxpayers’ Association, has 
- suggested to the Treasurer that, with a 
view to economizing and squaring the 

_ public ledger, we should reduce the wages 
of our public servants to 8s. per diem? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I have received 
a _no such suggestion. I understand that 
» Mr. Knight is to see me this afternoon, 
_ and, no doubt, I shall hear then what he 

nae to say. 


WAR PENSIONS. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—TI ask the Minister 
-_ representing the Minister for Repatria- 
- tion if he will be prepared to appoint in- 
dependent doctors, outside the Service, to 
‘re-examine returned soldiers whose pen- 
sions have been cancelled or reduced on 
the ground that they are no longer suffer- 
ing from injuries due to war service, or 
that their injuries have become  slighter, 
‘with a view to determining whether the 
action that has been, taken is justified ? 


Mr. RODGERS.—When the honorable 


member moved the adjournment of the in 


_ House some time ago to discuss the ad- 
ministration of war pensions, the pro- 
posal found favour with several honor- 
able members. I am not sure whether it 
originated with him or with the honor- 
able member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Foley). 
I submitted to the Commissioners the 
recommendation that» on the Boards of 
Review for the various States civil medi- 
_ eal officers should be appointed. The 
_ Cgmmissioners have not, so far, accepted 
Ae the recommendation. 
Mr. Oxartron.—No; but they are can- 
Vodivig pensions every ‘day y. \ 
- Mr. RODGERS.—TI shall see my col- 
league (Senator Millen), who is now ad- 
ministering the Pensions’, Branch, 


greatly regret that we have been com- | 


complete the payments for the sugar pur- ~ 


_ ference must be submitted to the P ' 


the ‘Victorian Railways Comm 


services to country districts, I in 
ree fest ie of 1 my_ | 


and ve 


Tenew the ca to him, and I 
vise the honorable member to-mor 
the result. ; | re, 


IMPERIAL CONFEREN CE. 


Mr. WEST.—It is stated that 1 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) has, 
interview in England, referred to the I 
perial. Conference, which he left to atte 
as a Cabinet gathering. ° There is a 
ference between a Conference and a 
net, and I ask the Acting Prime Min 
therefore, whether on behalf of the 
Rovere and the Parliament the 


Ministers and that the ae of of Pe 


ments of the various Dominions Mp 
dorsement ? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. BS do. not 


ing will mn as I understand Ly ‘ns 
Cabinet and a Conference. The Doan 


ue the Imperial Government. 


Mr. Maruews.—What power : 
have over our local Government? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—None 


power. So far as i know, . does 1 
tend to do so. But the questi 
“Should we deny ourselves the privil 
of being taken into consultation regai rd- 
ing all the tremendous issues wh 
arising throughout the world?” — 
to stand outside when pa Baye 

4 I hope not. 


CONVEYANCE OF COUNT : 
MAILS. 


Mr. ROBERT COOK.—In view 
the curtailment of country train s 
which has inal ted very great har 


respect of the ee of mails, if 
Postmaster-General what action ‘is 
taking in the matter? : 


Mr. WISE.—As soon as 7p 8 


were practising economy in the 


the matter of the conveyance of our mails 
upon those days upon which the Com- 
“missioners are not now running trains. 
He did so, and a conference is now tak- 
ing place between officers of that De- 


partment and officers of the Postal De- 


partment. As soon as a decision upon 
the subject has been arrived at I shall 
inform honorable members. of it. 


* COMMONWEALTH 
_ REPRESENTATION IN LONDON. 
Mr. FENTON.—I ask the Acting 


Prime Minister whether the Government 
have considered, and if so, whether. they 
have arrived at any decision upon the 
question of the desirableness of having a 
_ Minister representing the Commonwealth 
in London and also a High Commissioner 
at the same time? ‘ 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—At no time 
have the Cabinet considered that matter, 
nor have they. considered the question— 
which I see has gone the round of all 


- which has been telegraphed far beyond 
them—*of the future pay and emoluments 
of the High Commissioner. None. of 
_ these things has ever been considered by 


ue Cabinet. 
2 __ Mr. West.—Then the press are liars. 
a Mr. FENTON.—I ask the Acting 


_ Prime Minister whether the Government, 
_ prior to the appointment of a new High 
_ Commissioner, will consult the various 
States with a view to arriving at an ar- 
rangement whereby considerable sums of 
_ money may be saved by having Australia 
_ properly represented upon the other side 
of the world, not by six Agents-General, 
but by one officet and one good reprogen- 
tative? ; 


Pepin J OSEPH. COOK.—I suggest to 
my honorable friend that he should ad- 
dress the State Governments in that con- 
a It is no part of our functions 
to ask the States to surrender their own 


3 Tr. Fenton. —Why not? 


Sir JOSEPH > COOK Because we 
1ave no right to do so. 


Mr. Frenron. W's: are af one set of 
é axpayers. 

‘Sir JOSEPH COOK. —I agree with 
e pence nets member’ S statement, Laie ite 
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the States and information concerning, 


in London. 
suggest to him that the States are just as. 


the Constitution as we are of ours. 


FEDERAL CAPITAL—HOSTEL AND 


CONVENTION HALL—LAND 
SETTLEMENT. 


Mr. BLAKELEY .—I ask the Minister _ 
_ for Works and Railways whether it is a 
fact that the plans of the hostel and Con- 
vention hall at Canberra have been re- 
ceived by him, and, if so, whether he will — 
be good enough to. make a statement re- 
garding his intentions in respect of them? — 

Mr. GROOM.—It is a fact that a re- — 
port and sketch designs have been sub- _ 


mitted and received by me. These are now 


: 8877 
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jealous of their own prerogatives under: 


under the consideration of the Cabinet. _ 


Mr. BOWDEN.—I ask the Minister for 
Works and Railways whether the Cabinet — 
has yet considered its policy of land set- 
tlement in the Federal Capital area, par- 
ticularly in regard to making lands avail- es 


able for settlers who want them? 
Mr. GROOM.—That 


is 


2, ‘mates pee 


which comes within the domain of the — 


Minister for Home and Territories, and I 


know that he has it under consideration. 


EXPEDITION TO NEW GUINEA. te 


Mr, WEST.—I ask the Acting Prime — 


Minister whether -he has received any in- _ 
formation regarding the whereabouts of 
the expedition which was despatched tore 


New Guinea some time ago. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Nothing fresh. 


All I know is that a definite communica- 


tion has been sent to the Administrator, 
informing him that the Committee of Ex- 


perts which is inquiring into matters — 


there must not exceed the sum already de- 


termined upon, which is a very moderate — 
-sum, and not anything like the amount — 


mentioned in the statements which ate 


constantly being made concerning it. 


SOLDIER SETTLEMENT IN- NEW 
SOUTH WALES. | 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—I ask na 
Minister representing the Minister for 
Repatriation whether he can throw any 
light upon a communication which has 


ment of New South Wales to the effect 


that a soldier's oe for land. age . 


uals Sherwood Government 


been refused in accordance with the 
_ Minister’s decision not to accept any 
application lodged after 8rd July, 1920? 
: Mr, RODGERS.—I know of no good 
-- reason why the application of any soldier 
for land in any of the States should not 


ae ‘dealt with at the present time, and 
—should he be an eligible applicant—: 


approved. With regard to the financial 
relationship between the Commonwealth 
and States, which very much governs 
- the question of land settlement, the 
Commonwealth provided during’ the 


present financial year £16,000,000 for j; 


soldier land settlement. The. New South 
Wales share of that amount was 

 £4,000,000. Parliament approved of 
1 FA, ‘000, 000 being appropriated for this 
purpose in New South Wales. In addi- 
tion, the Treasurer has made available a 
| further sum of £250,000 to expedite land 
settlement in that State, so that I know 
- of no reason why soldier settlement can- 
“not proceed there. 


NATURALIZATION OF GERMANS. 
Mr. GABB asked the Minister for 


_ Home and Territories, upon notice— 


_ 1. Whether » applications by persons. of 

German origin for certificates of naturaliza- 

tion were held up over the reparations diffi- 

ae 

. If so, are they still so held up? 

; 3. If so, seeing that the reparation question 
is settled, when will the embargo be removed? 


Mr. WISE (for Mr. Poynton). The: 


answers to the honorable 
questions are :— 
oi 1. Yes. 
2. Yes. 
3. The matter is now under consideration. 


, 


- SHERWOOD GOVERNMENT 
RESERVE. | 


member’s 


- Mr, 
presenting the 
a notice— 


| Whether the Rovecuinis Reserve, ce Sher- 
Ted. locally known as the Old Powder Re- 


Minister for iene 


missioner? 4 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. 


‘ime es under the contro of the War 


) (REPRESENTATIVES. | i 


BAYLEY vase tho Mintaee be. 


‘serve, has been handed back to the Defence — 
_ Department by the War Service Homes Com- 


on) ae 
power connexions are dutiable und 


spective headings when not int 
_ machines, machinery, : 


si a ee property, De, iai0t ‘a any i 


Service Homes ‘Comtnneionh a 
present being used by the Institute 
Science ane acuity for experime 


AND THE ee 
- Mr. WATKINS (for Mr. 
asked the Minister for Trade 
Customs, wpon notice— Ae 


1. Whether the Trade Commuiagioner 
America and in the East could not in 


mei ie co- Decale factories? : 


‘GREENE.—The answers to | 


low :— 


1. Yes. 
the 


The principal reason for appoint 
as pe ae cre was 


trade in the He mentioned, but it. t 
butter factories or any other produrers 


inquiries in connexion with trade opportun 
they wish made through our Trade Commis 


our representatives accordingly. 

2. In each instance reports received eit 
made available to the respective traders — eon- 
cerned. Ri 


CASE OF MR. DEHLE. “ 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE- _Wi 


member for West Sydney (Mr. R an 
that the papers relating to the in ern- 


table of the Library, Ie: have giv n con 
sideration to the matter and do not ¢ 
sider that it is in the interests 
Commonwealth that papers — 
nature should be made public. 


TARIFF, © A 4 


*Motive power, “etigine Soran 


¢ 


Tariff. ; 


~ Item 186— 
Iron and Steel— 
British eae ey 
MDZ | idee eli Int Aha tp Gene a) : y 
(A) Pig Iron - per ton 20s. 30s. A0By iG. 
_ (8B) Ingots, Blooms, Slabs, Billets, Puddled Bars and Loops, 
or like crude fanvfactures, less finished than Iron 
or Steel Bars, but more advanced than Pig Iron fey 
(except castings) . per ton 32s. 52s, 65s, 
(c) Bar, Rod, Angle, Tee ; Bars of fancy pattern in the se 
state in which they leave the rollers . per ton 44s. 65s. / BO8f te 
(D) Plate and Sheet (Plain)— PE Sana 
(1) up to and including one-sixteenth of an inch spy st 
- in thickness. i ae wal: Free 5 per cent. | 10 per cent. 
And on and after Ist J. anuary, 1922 perton 65s. 82s. 6d. 100s. J 
(2) exceeding one-sixteenth of an inch in thick- oa 
ness — ~» ad val. Free 5 per cent. 10 per cent, 
And on and fio Ist J. anuary, 1921 per ton 48s. 68s. S5si7 ou 
(=) Wire teres } per ton 52s. 72s. 6d. 90s. d 
(F) Hoop -- ad val. Free 5 per cent. 10 per cent, { 
And 01 on and after Ist he anuary, 1921 per ton 70s. 90s. 95s. 


Upon which Mr, Warxrns had moved, by 
way of amendment— 


That the following ‘words be added to sub- 
item a:—‘‘and on and after 9th June, 1921, 
per ton, British, 30s.; intermediate, 45s.; gene- 
ral, 60s.” 


Mr. BLUNDELL (Adelaide) [2.50].— 
In discussing this item to-day we may 


well put aside extreme considerations that 


have really nothing to do with the sub- 
ject before us, and proceed to deal with it 
solely from the point of view of the 
merits of the proposal to increase the 
duty. It will not be denied that the enter- 
prise to which the item relates is the 
key industry of every secondary indus- 
try in Australia. It is not only desirable, 
but absolutely necessary that it should 
be established firmly on such a basis 
that it cannot’be successfully attacked by 
those’ outside Australia, who may have 
designs, not only upon it, but upon 
various other Australian industries. I 
want the Committee to realize that this 


industry is faced, not with the ordinary 


competition of countries producing simi- 
lar material, but with a form of compe- 
tition whieh to my mind calls for some 
adjustment of the duties if we are to put 
it upon a proper footing. ‘Here we have 
an industry that is attacked, not merely 


by a combination of manufacturers who 


have exploited the markets of their own 
country, and are able to turn their at- 


ae tention to the exploitation of the Austra- 


hian market, but one which, in addition, 
has behind it an immense capital and a 
highly systematized business, and has en- 
joyed all the benefits of a highly protec- 
tive Tariff in its own country, together 
with the advantages which naturally fol- 
‘low from production in a country possess- 
ing so large a population as does the 
United States of America. In its en- 
deavour to exploit the markets of Aus- 
tralia and other parts of the world,, this 
combination has behind it the entire 
approval of the Government of the 
United States of America. I need 
scarcely remind honorable members that 
in 1918 Congress passed what is known 

as the Webb Act, which encourages com- 

binations of manufacturers, traders, and 
shippers to exploit Australia and other i 
markets. Under that Act the whole 

power and strength of the Government f- 
the United States of America is thrown 
behind combinations for such a purpose, 
and encourages them to do in other 
countries that which they would not be 
permitted to do in their home market. 

In my opinion, it is one of the most im- | 
moral pieces of legislation ever Disoy by 
any Legislature. 5 


We are now endeavouring to antaenie ib 
this, the key industry of all our secondary 
industries, and we find it face to face 
with the competition, of a combination. 
of Government, manufacturers, traders, 


z Forth : 


s ; by 


_ and other markets. In con- 
sidering — what duties shall be pro- 
2 posed in respect of this item, we can- 
not view lightly. that sort of competition. | 
It has been said by some honorable mem-. 
bers that the Broken Hill Proprietary 
: Company in connexion with its iron and 
steel works has already established in 


Australia a monopoly and has exercised , 


an influence over subsidiary manufac- 
tories. It has been said that the Broken 
Hill Company have endeavoured to con- 
trol the selling prices of other manufac- 
turers, and has sought to hold a con- 
trolling influence over them. Accepting 
that statement as being perfectly 
the fact remains, as has been 
said again and again, that if we 
had absolute Free Trade we _ should 
be dealing very largely with com- 
binations formed in other countries, and 
"possessing there a far greater influence 
than could be exercised in Australia by 
our local steel works. Under Free Trade 
conditions we should be doing business 
with foreign combinations over which we 
should have no control or check. We 
should not be able by taxation and other 
means to get anything out of them. Thus, 
because of a desire to avoid the creation 


end 


true, 


here we should have this key industry 
-erushed by foreign combinations. If we 


have to deal with combines it’is better. 


that they should be here in Australia 
spending their money in the development 
of our own resources, and capable of be- 
ing controlled by us rather than that they 
: should be foreign monopolies over which 
_we could exercise no check. The Minister 
for Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) has 
promised to bring in a Bill for the ap- 
-pointment of a Tariff Board, which will 
be able to deal with all such matters. 
With the passing of that legislation we 
shall have power to check and control 
any iron and steel combine in Australia, 
ff oa it become injurious iits effects. 


i toneh it. That has happened elsewhere. 


_ Mr. BLUNDELL.—1I do not think that. 


| ag likely to happen here. On the whole, 
the public men of Australia have shown 
h mselves to be thoroughly honest, and 


aes 


e have nothing. whatever to be ashamed 


nt ee 


1 “shippers tered” to ite our 


of anything in the nature of a monopoly 


regard the present duties as sufficient. 


lis Greeory.—tIt might become so- 
oe that. members would not want to 


for us to coumel the operation of “th 
‘Combine should it become injurious to 
Australia. All Trusts and Combines, 
however, are not injurious. A Trust very 
often can be of great advantage to a com: 
munity, and especially to the particula 
industries which it is controlling. — * 

Some honorable members feel that the 
increased duty proposed by the honorable 
member for Newcastle Me: Mie 


trade in every way. But, at th same 
time, our first duty is to develop our own © 
resources, even if we have to impose 
duties that may press hardly on trade, so. 
far as Great Britain is concerned. One 
of our great needs is to attract population 
to this country; no one will deny | that 
that is one of our greatest essentials. There 
is not one State of the Commonwealth 
that could not, without any trouble, ab- 
sorb our present population of 5 ,000, ,00( 
within its-gwn borders; and one of the 
means of encouraging | “population 1s 
build up our primary and se¢ondary i 
-dustries, the success of both of which i 
necessary to our welfare. Cannot the 
Minister (Mr. Greene) see his way to 
meet the situation that has arisen ? There 


Mr. Foury. mc about a 
British a 


ee 


ole be a aa increase in the Bea 
duty, with an increase of 25s. in the 
general Tariff, making it 65s. instead of 
40s. If that suggestion were accep 
I think it would dispose of g good « 
of the RppeS Ge 10. age d 


serious menace pe our indusiegh q 
apart from the exchange difficulty. 
seems unfair to select this particula 
ee. and i in view of; ve exchan 


That has not 


he 


been 


special legislation. 
seoposes in reference to other 
duties, where exchange and other disabili- 


ties arise. We have to consider all the 

facts, and realize that the competition 
from America is not ordinary, but excep- 
. tional, deliberately designed to capture 
\ our market at any price. To that end 
_, manufacturers are encouraged in the 

*United States of America to take steps 
which are punishable by law in that 
-eountry if taken in reference to their 
local market. When taken with the 
object of exploiting our market, such steps 
are approved by the United States of 
. America Legislature. Under the circum-. 
- stances, America ought to be called upon 
to face increased duties, and the Aus- 
tralian industry made to feel that it is 
sure of a reasonable amount of protec- 
tion. I think the compromise I have sug- 
_ gested, or some proposal in that dixee- 
tion, would meet the wishes of the Com- 
mittee generally. We all desire this in- 
dustry to be firmly established here, and 
we only differ as to the amount of protec- 
tion that is necessary. 
Mr. Forry.—I should agree with the 
honorable miember if ke consented to re- 
duce the British duty. 
_ Mr. BLUNDELL. While I desire. to 
encourage trade with Britain, I hold that 
our first duty is to our own industry. No 
doubt, whatever preference we give should 
be to the United Kingdom; and I hope 
that the Minister will agree tg an amend- 
ment in the direction I have suggested. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—Act- 
ing Prime Minister and Treasurer) 
.6].—I hope the Committee will make 
up its mind to come to a vote as soon as 
possible. Much cannot be added to what 
has been already said in the elucidation 
_ of this complex and difficult subject. I 
should like to say, however, that this in- 
dustry is not suffering. 

Mr. Warxins.—It has lost two con- 

tracts. — 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Every industry 
must lose contracts occasionally if there 
is to be healthy, sane, and reasonable 

- competition. Whatever duties we 1m- 


a 


\ 


pose, we must be careful not to. take any 
industry out of the region of reasonable 
-_--—«-eompetition, for otherwise it becomes an 
Bay. a gE e 3 monopoly, 


fi ) 


‘impositions it chooses and so ‘fects. ine 
public. The purpose of a protective duty 


is, I take it, to regulate competition, s¢ 
as to make it fair; but once we destroy 
competition we set up a monopoly. 
have yet to learn that my friends oppo 
site, or indeed my friends behind me, 
seek to do that. 


Mr. Fenron.—The Minister for Trad 
and Customs has told us that he intends 
to introduce legislation to prevent the 
exploitation of the public. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—We have hae. 
trying to do that for many years, but 
with imperfect success. I suggest that 
the best guarantee against the exploita 
tion of the public is to put the duties 01 
a reasonable protective basis, so as tor 
preserve reasonable competition between 
our people here ‘and people overseas. 
The moment that basis of reasonable com- 
petition is destroyed the efficiency of an 
industry itself is threatened and its un- 
doing commenced. : eee 

I remind honorable members ‘domes 


more that this is a key industry, 
and the Government will take all 


sorts of good care that none of the 
calamities which are predicted shall 
occur. It is within our ‘power to see 
that they do not occur; and that the 
Minister for Trade and Customs is bent 
on doing. But honorable members op- 
posite seem to think’ that nothing can be 
done but to throw around the ‘industry 
a prohibitive wall of duty. That would 
be easy to do if this were not a key 


‘industry, and the duties imposed did. not 


condition and determine other duties 1 
the case of industries which in thei 
very nature are not so much key indus 
tries. Honorable. members misconcei 
this duty if they regard it as standin 
by itself; the finished product of thes 
iron and steel works is the raw mater 
of many classes of manufacture.. I ha 
yet to learn that in any scientific sy 
tem of Protection it is our place an 
function to impose prohibitive dutie 
taw material. ze 

Mr. Greeory.—You are getting int 
your old form. ” 

Mr. Frewron.—No wonder “ ‘the c 
ner’ rejoices. ue 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The members 
in the corner, and particularly the hon 
orable member for Dampier ( 


member for Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) 
and those with him. We have to keep 
- between the extremists on either side, and 
steer the middle course, which is nearly 
always, in this world, the right course. 
‘Honorable members do not approach the 
matter in a proper spirit unless they get 
it clearly into their minds that this is a 
basic industry—an industry for the pro- 
duction of raw material. They must, 
- therefore, consider this item in connexion 
with all the other duties that follow it. 
_ It determines the protective conditions of 
the whole division which comes after. 


completed article when it leaves the New- 
castle works? : 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Of course, it is 
- eompleted. But this item does not deal 
- with rails only; it relates to pig iron and 
‘blooms. 3 OY ies 
_ Mr. Frenron.—There is a lot of com- 
pleted work turned out there also. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. — The item 


“yery essence, raw material for the pur- 
poses of manufacture. These works are 
also big enough in themselves, and are 
to-day using up all their own raw mate- 
“rial, so that what benefit they do not get 
in the shape of a duty on pig iron they 
get, as they mould and manufacture the 
articles which rest upon this prime basis. 

Mr. Guartron.—As a matter of facet, 


one of the subsidiary industries, cannot 


tected. They have been idle for two 
months now. 3 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I shall come to 
that in a moment. I shall not omit any- 
 ¢hing so far as I can get all the facts out. 
- I want honorable members to make their 
minds up when they are in possession of 
all the facts, and the first fact IT am 
stressing now is that this is a raw mate- 
rial of manufacture, and, therefore, on 


any principle otf scientific Protection that 
raw material must be kept at a reason- 
able rate. The duty on it must not be 
such as to make it impossible to manu- 
facture all the varied implements and 
other articles resting upon it as a basis. 


rate must be sufficient to enable the in- 


mperied ots, «© 


regory), are as bad. as the honorable 


- want; but we think that the rate the Go- 


‘many ways in which it can be done. First 


Mr. Fenron.—Is not a steel rail a. 


‘covers many things which are, in their. 


has given the honorable member that 


“the Newcastle Nail Works, which forms — 


work, because they are not sufficiently pro-- 


Mr. Onartron—And that reasonable 


dustry producing the raw material to be 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I « 
agree that it must be such a rate as 
preserve this key industry. A fae 

Mr. Frenron.—That is all 


‘that ‘ 


vernment propose is not sufficient to do 1 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. — There are 


of all, you can secure your raw material — 
at a reasonable rate; you can guarantee? 
the perpetuity of the industry along lines’ 
which will secure it from undue and un- 
fair competition from abroad— a 

Mr. Cuartron.—How can you secure 
raw material at a reasonable rate if you 
allow stuff to be imported cheaper tha if 
they can manufacture it here? bene 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The Minister 
for Trade and Customs has given th | 
honorable member a definite undertaking 
that he will not permit that stuff to | 
come in so as to injure this industry. That 
is fact No. 1. ae 

Mr. Cuartton.—He has given us n 
such undertaking so far as Great Britain 
is concerned, Pay 


Sir JOSEPH 


COOK.—The Ministe 
undertaking so far as any nation is ¢ 
cerned, and Great Britain is in much th 
same case as other nations regarding this 
matter. The honorable member knows, 
because he has a clear head on his shoul- 
ders, that it is all a matter of exchange at 
the moment. F 
Mr. CuHariron.—Not 
Great Britain, _ 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Yes, reg 
Great Britain, too. — ae 
Mr. Warxins.—Does not the qu 
of exchange affect every. other item in 
Tariff ? eat 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Of course. 
Mr. Warxins.—Then why single 
one out? vice be 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is not sing 
out. The exchange trouble is going to be 
corrected, All this trouble arises to-da 
because, with ten shillings of our mo 
twenty shillings’ worth of iron can be 


in regard — 0 


ih 


ar 


chased in Belgium. b aad 
Dr. Maronry.—More than that. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—A little more. 

perhaps; but the Minister has told 

orable members that he will correct 1] 


from tha factor. What more do honor- 
able members want, unless they desire to 
_ insure that there shall be no competition 
io im. this industry—that it shall be sur- 
rounded by a wall so high that nothing 
-* can come in on any terms? 

Mr. Srewart.—That is what some of 
' them really want. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I venture to say 

that any protection of that kind would 
very soon defeat itself. I remind honor- 
able members, also, that we are dealing 
with these duties at a time when every- 
thing is inflated, and everything is up 
throughout the world. It will be a SOITYy 
case for the world as a whole if there is 
_ not to be some easement in prices at some 
time or other. My honorable friends 
opposite want prices down in relation to 
almost everything else. 
_. My, Crariron.—Exactly, and we claim 
that this duty will not raise them, while, 
at the same time, it will find work for our 
~ ewn people, and keep wages going. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—As prices come 
_ down in the world, so this protection auto- 
_ matically increases. That is the very 
nature of a fixed duty. <A duty of £1 on 
an article is automatically doubled when 
_ the price of the article falls from £50 to 
(220. 

Mr. Cuarrron. With the falling off 
of wages in the Old Country, and the 
lowered cost of manufacture-——— 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am not talk- 
vant ing about wages, and the honorable mem- 
_ ber will not be allowed to put me in that 
position. I am talking about prices. 
_ Mr. Cuartton.—Prices and wages go 
hand in hand; you cannot separate them. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Then, coming 
on to the honorable member’s own ground, 
_ will he tell me how much worse off a 
' workman is if he has a 25 per cent. de- 
crease in wages and a corresponding 
amount is added to the value of those 
i wages ? 
Mr. Fenton. But they are able to 
. manufacture cheaper, and compete more 
_ suecessfully with our people who’ aiheotd a 
- higher wage. 
. Sir JOSEPH COOK.—As people in 
other countries become able to manufac- 
- ture more cheaply, this duty automatic- 
ally increases. 
, Mr. Cnartron.—In consequence of 
wages and raw material becoming much 
meapes in. Great Britain bey elsewhere, 


- House on fixed duties. 


ture. 
come wages here, 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I tell the ree 
orable member, in answer to that interjec- _ 
tion, that, as these prices come down at 


if there is not a substantial Protects ie 
duty here, they will be able to import ee 
here much cheaper than we can manufac- 
In order to meet that ape down ‘ ae ; 


in 


Home, the rate of the duty automatically — ; 


increases. 


Mr. pare mmeenear does theoretically, 
That is a good on reg: 


but not in fact. 
Trade argument, 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—May I ae 


honorable members. that this is not the — 


first time we have had a discussion in this — 


a pitched battle on this question. 


manufactured in this country. 
Mr. 
a Tariff before in a world like this. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—That is 


I have seen many — 
Li the 
honorable member opposite will look at — 
some of the fixed duties in this schedule 
he will find them mounting up to 100 and © 

150 per cent. on the cheap kind of caps 


Beas 


Frenton.—But we never discussed 


| quite 
true, and here we are offering fixed duties | 


to provide for the emergencies of which — 


the honorable member is speaking. The _ 
world is upside down economically and — 
no matter what 


otherwise, but I say, : 
occurs outside to bring down the value > 


of imports, these fixed duties will provide : 


ample protection. 

Mr. 
argument in this House before. 
always foolish. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—This duty sat 
a peculiar one. 
with reference to it as one would argue | 
‘concerning the duty on onions, 


It is of no use to argue 


seed, bananas, and other products, It has — 
no necessary ’velation to any other such 
duties. This is the basic, or foundation, 


industry of other industrial enterprises. 
That is the vital difference, and if by | 
fixing the Tariff at a moderate rate we 
can preserve the industry, then every 
that honorable members are seeking to — 


The ° } A 


wid 


accomplish will be accomplished. 


Minister for Trade ‘and Customs has” 


given a guarantee that he will correct the 
exchange difficulty which is causing all 


the trouble to-day, so the industry: will 
then be able to compete quite easily with 
other similar enterprises outside. 


Mr. CHARLTON. foe do not admit that. 


Matrurews.—I have heard that 
It was 


sea on 


- that I think everybody must agree abso- 
es dutely with what I am saying. ~ 

__ Mr. Cuartron.—We say the exchange 
_ difficulty is not the only trouble. It is 
one of many troubles. 


“trouble that is affecting this industry, and 
if we can cure it. to-morrow the duty pro- 


. vided 1 is ample to keep this huge business 


going. Not only has the Minister .said 
he will correct the exchange diffieulty, 
_ thus increasing the security which this 
key industry needs, but he has also pro- 
_ mised not, to permit any country to dump 
raw materials in Australia in such a man- 
ner as to injure this or any other industry. 
- That is the second line of security offered. 
Mr. Cuarrtroy.—But dumping is ; going 
on at present. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Of course, be- 
cause we have not yet passed the anti- 
- dumping legislation promised by the Min- 
ister, and I suggest that honorable mem- 
a bers who are supporting the amendment 
and putting up a “stone-wall” on this 
item are delaying the passage of that 
necessary legislation. 


ih 


Mr. Frenron.—You can bring in the 


Pee caping legislation to-morrow, and 
we will pass it. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK—The 
Se Tariff is out of the way the sooner 
will that legislation be introduced. The 
_ Minister has given a further guarantee 
which I ask honorable members to con- 
_ sider. He has promised that the moment 
| Fie industry is threatened in any way 
and I do not see how it can be if the 
, exchange difficulty is corrected and the 
anti-dumping legislation passed—he will 
review this duty and consult the House 
further in order to protect this great in- 
ay in Australia. The Government 
‘are as anxious as any honorable member 
In this House to safeguard the Aus- 
"tralian iron and steel industry. Honor- 
able members who are supporting the 
a4 ponent have put up a good battle, 
and I now suggest that, after all, we only 


differ as to the form this security should 


paige yo ¥ 
Mr. Warxrys.—If we ‘allow the Bri- 
 tish rate to stand, will the Government 
_ give us any relief in the general Tariff? 


be at at an a senpasse, and I suggest that if 


- Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is so patent 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I is the oa 


sooner 


offer made by the Minister to int 
anti-dumping legislation as soon 
| rue is out of the way 3 is at more 


ork geN OSEPH COOK.—We appear to | 


the honorstre enrich may mov: 
commit it before the Tariff is f 
disposed of. The Government will off 
no objection to that course. 

Mr, Cuartron.—May I sooaece t 
the item be left in abeyance until we de 
with the other items? This will allo 
of further time for consideration. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—No, boa 


on. Hathee petas must te considered i in 
lation to the dw ies pro in 
item, 2 


behind the Eavern ment said “No mS eh 
my suggestion. I suppose we know what 
that means. pat eels 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am. es 


that I cannot make any impression 


done my best. I can only repeat 
the Government are as anxious as 7 
honorable anoraher to Ae this 


or any other. re i by a walle W. 
will make fair and reasonable compe 1 
tion impossible. The moment dange 
threatens the industry effect will be given 
to the Minister’s promise to consult th 
House as to the Tariff, and see what car 
be done. saints 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER (Wakes eld) — 
[3.28]——-I am quite in accord with th 
desire of the maha Prime Min 


uae last rate there is no ote 

of an early division, I am sorry t 
I urge honorable members. to cons 
again the promise made by the Mini 
and repeated by the Acting Prime | 
ister this afternoon. The Leader « 
House only repeated what the Mi 


for Trade and Customs  definit 
told this Committee, although I he 
heard one honorable - member — 


another deny that any such assurance 
been given. I yield to no man i 
admiration for the great industri 
cern at Newcastle, but I say th 


‘ia the industry at this "moment ‘and 
in the near future than the addi- 


: tional duty that is asked for. 
. The honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 
_ Gregory) ‘objected to such extdnded 
powers being placed in the hands of one 
man, and I very often regret, on prin- 
ciple, that such power of wide and vary- 
ing extent should have to be given to one 
man. But there is no escape from it in 
regard to a Tariff. It is done in every 
country, and more extensively to-day 
_. than ever before in fiscal history. In 
_ Great Britain it is being done in a very 
_ rigorous fashion at this moment, *al- 
_ though it is supposed to be a Free Trade 
 @ountry. Other countries with which 
we do import business are adopting the 
game policy. I do not know whether 
honorable members have read that clause 
_ in the Japanese Tariff Bill which pro- 
— vides that— 
When important industries in Japan are 
_ threatened by the importation of unreasonably 


_ cheap articles, or the sale of imported articles 
ab an unreasonably low price, the Govern- 


ment may, after submitting the matter for in- 


vestigation »by the Unreasonably Cheap Sale 
Investigation Committee, impose upon, them 
during a certain fixed period duties not ex- 

ceeding their proper price, in addition to the 
duties provided in the Tariff. Should ‘the 
articles already have been imported and be 
in the possession of an unreasonably cheap 
eller or his agent, the additional duties may 
be collected from such seller or agent. 


- That provision is the embodiment of sim- 
YS -plicity and completeness, and if applied 
in Australia would make the 20s. duty 
on pig iron effective. Japan even fol- 


_ lows beyond the Customs House articles . 


: which have gone into circulation exten- 
sively to the injury of local industries; 


addition, a supplementary payment to the 
Customs (Gh Greene is Bes tigen The 


* go so far. 

, Mr. Fenron.—Why not? 

“Mr. Warr.—We carfnot do it while the 
ye P Gorstikution remains as it is. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I would 

not care to see the Constitution altered in 
that respect, because I know what Cus- 
toms officials are. They are prospectors, 
like fossickers for gold, and are always at 
it. Do not let them get beyond the Cus- 
toms House, or Heaven only knows what 
they will do! No member of the Com- 
ite angle see the valuable steel indus- 
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for them a fair price is declared, and, in. 


try jeopardized, and the Minister has 
promised reasonable protection up to the 
limit of a determined and definite neces- fei 
sity. What more do honorable members _ 
want? I ask them to turn their thoughts 
from pig iron and consider all the rami- | 
fications of the iron trade—the black- 
smiths’ shops, machinists’ establishments, 
the mines—and particularly these, be- — 
cause the greatest Australian necessity at 
thig moment is in regard to. them—and 
the water conservation schemes now in ~ 
progress, which are one of the brightest 
hopes of this country, and are largely de- _ 
pendent. for their success on this raw 
material. J shall support the 20s. duper 
and I ask the Government to stand Dye 
the schedule, plus the provision to be ¢on- 
tained in the Bill which the Government | 
have promised to introduce.as soon as the — 
Tariff debate is finished. In regard to 


.the outlook of -the iron and-steel indus- 


try, the 20s. duty, even with the addi- 
tional 10s. proposed in the amendment, is 
not of half’ as great concern to the enue her: 
try as are the uncertain and erratic in- 
dustrial conditions obtaining in Australia — 
to-day. Honorable members of the Oppo- 
sition said last night that wages were 
falling in other countries, thus making — 
the position more difficult for this big in- 
dustry and others in Australia. If wages 
are dropping in evgyy other part of the — 
world, is not the same adjustment from 
war Gonditions to normal conditions. to ) a 
take place:in Australia? | 


Mr. Lazzartnt.—Now the hohondile | 
member is letting the cat out of the bag. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—The hon- — 


orable member for Dalley (Mr. Mahony) 


let the cat out of the bag last night, when — 
he said that these adjustments had taken 
place in other parts of the world, but that 
the workers were going to resist them to 
the hilt in Australia. 


Opposition Mzmsers.—Hear, hanes 


Mr, RICHARD FOSTER.—1I wish to. 
apply to this business the same principle 
as some of the leaders of the industrial-— 
ists in this House and outside are apply-_ 
ing to the idle mines, that cannot operate 
because the prices of metals will not pay | 
working expenses. We cannot change 
from war conditions to normal condition: 
without sacrifice. 


Mr. Lazzartnt. — Sacrifice by the 


workers only. 


| Tariff 


Mr. 
shall be surprised if these sacrifices have 
not to be borne more heavily by other 
sections of the community than by the 
workers. J would never be one to saddle 
a bigger burden upon the workers in this 
necessary transition stage than upon 
other people. But I will not, without 
protest, allow the Tariff to be made a 
barricade against the adjustment that has 
to come; and the sooner it comes, the 
better for everybody. The value of a 
man’s wage is gauged by its purchas- 
ing power. Many of the awards 
of the Industrial Courts during the past 
two or three years have been made to 
accord with the cost of living. Since that 
principle applies up, it must apply down; 
and the. sooner we get back to normal 
conditions, the more valuable, because of 
its increased purchasing power, will be 
the reward of a man’s labour in this coun- 
try. 
... Mr. Lazzartmyi.—Yes; but the honor- 
_ able member wants wages to fall first. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—FI do not 
want wages to come down one day earlier 
than is absolutely necessary. The situa- 
tion, as it applies to our mining industry 
to- day, is this: Is it better for the em- 
ployees to take the utmost that the mine 
ean pay, even while withholding every 
penny from its shareholders, or to fill the 
streets with unemployed, and make Aus- 
tralia impotent before all the world? 
Those who reason that the men should 
walk the streets first are preaching a fal- 
laéy which will become a menace and a 
curse to\Australian industry. 


Mr. Lazzarrni.—If private enterprise 

cannot keep things going, private enter- 
prise must go. 
_. Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—If private 
enterprise cannot succeed, then God help 
Australia, for Government enterprise has 
not taken, and cannot take, its place. 

Mr, FENTON (Maribyrnong) [3.43 |.— 
When comparisons are being made of con- 
ditions existing in Australia and in Great 
Britain and America—wherein it has 
been pointed out that there have been in- 
stances of reductions of wages, by general 
- eonsent—it should not be forgotten that 
_ in almost every instance there has been a 
preceding reduction in the cost of living. 
Before the Australian worker can be ex- 


- _ pected to accept lower rates of pay, there 


ae must be reduction of the cost: of ie 


ye 


RICHARD FOSTER.—No. ee 


| engineers © 


ral 


our mining eas 


Mr. FENTON.—We cannot “exp 


men to engage in a hazardous and healt - 


tance. 


Mr. Ricnarp Fosrrr.—No Cum 
pittance has ever been offered or paid 
the history of mining in this country. © 


Mr. FENTON.—I emphasize that | 


present discussion, it pessoas Sat 
apart from the interests of employers @ ant 
employees-~a big national aspect. No 
one can separate our iron and steel 
dustry from the interests of the natio 


which will be constructed, with the future 
growth of Australia, ateel and cement will 
be the two great elements. If we were to. 
wipe out the works of the Broken | 


kins, the people most vitally rnteree nae i 
those pei Se financially, might not. be 
very great losers. But, in associatio 
with those industries there are. 150 
dependent people. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fostrer.—lI do ae ex 
to see Australia’s iron and steel w : m 
forced to close. | 


quate; Wd even an anti-dia oae F 
may be of little service against powerfu 
organizations shaving world-wide 
terests. We are’ living in abnorm 
times, and. mus Meer abnorr 


iadipnal enterprises. 
Works Committee was inquiring tnta ) 
establishment of an arsenal at Canbe 
one of Australia’s best-known 
tendered valuable evi 
The witness was Mr. McKay, late - ar 


. He was asked why he 
we Tndia to Rurene: his mana 
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ih «the establishment of an arsenal in Aus- 


tralia, and he replied that when it was 
first suggested that he should proceed to 
India he was surprised; but, having seen 
what was being done there, he was at once 
convinced that he had gone to the right 
place to secure the information which he 
sought. The skilled Indian employee in 
the great steel and i iron enterprises estab- 


lished in that country receives a heggarly | 


pittance compared with the Australian 
employee. Those Indian establishments 
are a menace to the Australian industry. 
Steel of a high class is‘being turned out. 

Mr. Fowxrr.—Have you seen any of it 
in Australia? 

Mr. FENTON.—I have not, for the 
treason that the Indian factories were en- 
gaged during the war period upon the 

roduction of war-like material. But, to- 


day, those works are turning attention to 


the world’s markets; and the Australian 
market is among the nearest. This Par- 
liament should frame a Tariff to afford 
the necessary protection to white people. 
Mr. Ricuarp Fostrr.—tThe representa- 
tives of the iron and steel works have 
made investigations in other places. 
Mr. FENTON.—The workmen em- 
ployed at the Newcastle Steel Works and 
Hoskins Limited, as well.as the employers, 
are fearing the menace of Indian compe- 
tition. If this House is going to say that 
we are not to grant further protection to 
those who have established these import- 
ant industries in Australia it will indeed 
be a retrograde step. Putting aside pri- 
vate interests and even the national aspect 
of the question, can one deny that an in- 
dustry that directly and indirectly finds 
employment for 150,000 should not re- 
ceive every encouragement ? Are we to be 
responsible for practically annihilating 
such undertakings? If such a thing 


should happen it would be a sorry day 


for Australia; and when the electors have 


an opportunity of recording their votes 
they will not forget those who criminally 


allowed such industries to go by the board. 
Seeing that the present party is in power, 


I am glad that we have the present Min-. 


ister controlling the Customs Department. 
I am prepared to take his word. But I 


ask honorable members if we are likely 
to do any harm to a solitary person in 


_ Australia if we increase the proposed rates 
{60 30s., fabs and 60s. Hae) 


Mr. Forey.—Would the honorable 
member be in favour of reducing the Bri- 
tish rate and allowing the others to stand? 

Mr. FENTON.—Wbhy is the honorable 
member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Foley) so 
ready to make that suggestion? Great 
Britain is not prepared to do that with 
her competitors, whether they are in the 
Dominions or in foreign countries. Sir 
Robert Horne, in referring to outside com- 


petition and the peculiar position of ex- 


change, said that if Britain had to com- 
pete with other countries she would have 
to ask her workmen to consent to their 
wages being reduced by one-half, and they 
could never allow that. He was con- 
sidering the interests of the British work- 
men, and we are fighting for the Aus. 
tralian operatives. 

Mr. Forzy.—One of the honorable 
member’s colleagues made a statement last 
night to the contrary. I made a note er 
it at the time. 

Mr. FENTON.—With all due respect 
to the honorable member, I would prefer 
to take the Hansard report. We are 
merely asking that the Australian workers 
shall receive fair and reasonable consi- 
deration. I do not doubt the sincerity of 
the Minister who has arrived at certain 
conclusions after, I believe, close inyesti- 
gation. He has submitted his case. The 
honorable member for Newcastle has 
moved an amendment, which has received 
almost unanimous opposition from the 
members of the Country party, and hay- 
ing received that, it appears. that the 
Minister—I do ‘not say it in any disre- 
spectful way—is now prepared to adhere 
to the proposed rates. 

Mr. Greenet.—That has ae what 
ever to do with it. 

Mr. FENTON.—Certainly some assur- 
ances have been given by the Minister, 
and he can, I suppose, count on the sup- 
port of those behind him, with the excep- 
tion, perhaps, of the honorable ape 


for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Foley). | eae 


Mr. Fotry.—I do not think the tonne 
able member can expect me to Sup Dee 
the amendment. ' 

Mr. FENTON.—We should have your 
support. What would happen if we 
adopted the suggestion of the honorable 
member and reduced the British rate to 
15s. per ton? We have already lost two 
or three contracts, and there will be no 
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P rchat opportunity for works ai New- 
castle or Hoskins Limited to carry out | 


the work that will be required in the 


future. — 
(Sir Joseph Cook) gaid that we are deal- 


The Acting Prime Minister 


ing with blooms, billets, and raw ma- 
terial; but we have reminded him that 


the largest manufacturer of the com- 
pleted article—railway rails—is the 


Broken Hill Proprietary Company. 


Mr. Corszr.—If we combine the opera- 
‘Gnas of other industries, there are larger 


undertakings than those at Newcastle. 
Some are manufacturing mining ma- 
chinery, plant required in the manufac- 


ships. 


ture of sugar, and. in the construction of 


we FENTON.—Yes; but many of the 


_ parts used in such factories are made by 
the Broken Hill Proprietary Company. 


Angles, manufactured at Newcastle, are 


despatched to other works and merely 


x bolted into position. 


7 Paaiiery has been sent down by Wal- 


Mr. Corszr.—The largest and best of 


 kers Limited. 


Mr. FENTON.—I am not depreciat- 


ing the value of the work done by Wal- 
- kers Limited ; but if the honorable mem- 
- ber is ‘referring to the shipbuilding at 
Williamstown he must remember that 
 zauch of that work was done at Castle- 


i maine. 


The present condition of  ex- 


change places some countries in a pecu- 


liar position, but what will be the result ° 


i when eonditions become normal? 


Mr. Forry.—lIf prices are lower the 


position will be better. 


: protect the manufacturers? 


Mr. FENTON.—Will 


these duties 
It 1s the 


el intention of the Government to introduce 


legislation dealing with the question of 
exchange, which may be the means of 


preventing a certain amount of foreign 


competition. In six months’ time, pro- 


vided the exchange position becomes nor- 


mal, the legislation passed by this Parlia- 


A ‘ment will be of little use. 


Imports will 


_ then come in under normal conditions. 


ii 


Mr. Forry.—I am in agreement with 


‘the honorable member on that point. 


Mr. FENTON.—I would rather see 


the Minister bring in the promised Bill 
at this juncture. 


Mr. Forry.—tI suggested that during 
the general debate. 
e Mr. eons a think that it is the 


_ (REPRESENTATIVES, si 


country in successful competition with our 


» molasses that 3 is already seriously 


ay hat Bee oasis legislation 
to be brought forward we would be in a 
position to know if real protection was 
being afforded. The value of the pro- 
posed measure will depend largely o 
the manner in which it is administered. 
When duties are embodied in the Tariff 
in black and white, they must remain 
until amended, If it is desirable to fix 
the duty on imported onions at £6 per 
ton, and on bananas at 8s. 4d. percental, = 
surely it is reasonable to fix a definite \ 
and effective rate’ in the Tariff sche- 
dule in respect of this industry. 16% 
is like “beating the air” to discuss 
this matter further, because the Minister - 
has apparently made up his mind, and ~ 
is not likely to recede from the position ‘ 
he has taken up. We have had a fur- il 
ther promise from the Acting Prime Min- ‘ 
ister; his language was fairly definite 
and a little more encouraging. He said 
we were erecting three walls, but I would 
prefer to call them fences, because they © 
cannot be regarded as walls unless they 
are capable of preventing goods that we 
can manufacture coming into this co | 
try. That is the kind of wall I want 
see. We cannot speak of a protective 
duty as a Tariff wall unless it is os 


local productions. We know that the of 


Eoin is better is competition. 
tion is a definite expression. 

supposes complete action to protect. Cz 
any one say that the. duties proposed q 
this item erent anything like a fa I 


iron industry? There are che items hs 
this division which have yet to be cor 
sidered, and in connexion with Bh 


competition of Belgie octane with 
the products of Australian industri 

subsidiary to the steel and iron industry 
and I remind honorable members ‘th 
the duties imposed on this first item v 
to a large extent, govern the protect 
week he Committee will be eal 


OMe Forry.—We have put a ee a 


Ps Fhe industry of se OEE ‘timber | in. 
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_ my confidence in both his promises. 
honorable gentleman has promised anti- 


Western Australia. 

Mr. FENTON.—Why is that? 

Mr. Forry.—Molasses is run down the 
rivers in Queensland, and yet it costs more 
than the powellizing industry can afford to 
transport it to Western Australia. 

Mr. FENTON.—If there is any one 
permitting molasses to run down the rivers 
in Queensland, action should be taken to 
prevent any such thing. 

_ Mr. Corszr.—That has not been done 
for some time past. 

Mr. FENTON.—TI know that from this 


_. by-product of the sugar industry power 
_ alcohol might be produced in large quan- 


tities, and it is certainly a very saleable 
article. 

Mr. Fowrrr.—The ladoaiie member 
could not get a tin of ‘molasses in Mel- 
bourne to-day under about 6d. a Ib. 

Mr. FENTON.—Then some oneis get- 
ting a big profit out of it, and there is al! 
the more necessity to pass the legislation 
promised by the Minister for Trade and 


Customs (Mr. Greene) to prevent the ex- 


ploitation of the people. My honorable 
friends opposite are prepared to rely upon 
pne promise made by the Minister for 
Trade and Customs, and I ask them to 
bwely upon the other ‘also. I am putting 
The 


dumping legislation for the protection of 
this industry if it should be found that 
duties imposed by the Tariff are not suffi- 
cient for the purpose. My honorable 
friends opposite are relying on that pro- 
mise. I should like to remind those who 


have raised the false alarm that the com- 


“ “ 
ean} 


panies carrying .on this ‘industry may 
form themselves into a combine to exploit 
the people that the Minister for Trade 


_ and Customs has also promised that, after 


the Tariff and the anti-dumping legisla- 
tion is passed, he will introduce a Bill 
to enable him to protect consumers in this 
ie, 

Mr. Srewart.—The honorable member 
does not always exhibit the same confi- 
dence in the promises of the Government. 

Mr. FENTON.—I admit that; but, like 


_ the honorable member for Balaclava (Mr. uy 


_ Watt) , I am one of those who have very 
great confidence in the present Minister 
_ for Trade and Customs. 
an anti-dumping law, but he has also 


ni - promised aes Be measure to protect the 


He has promised _ 


I say, that those who | are 
seeking to put up a fight for the con- 
sumer have no need to fear, because 
should the Broken Hill Company and 
Hoskins and Company seek to exploit 
the consumers of. their products the Min- 


consumer. 


ister for Trade and Customs, by the 
legislation he has promised, will come 

down upon them like a thousand of 
bricks. Why should honorable members 
opposite accept one promise made by the — 
Minister with a smile and without ‘any 

evidence of incredulity, and then express 


doubts abont another promise made by: 


the honorable gentleman? 


Mr. Forey.—The honorable nese 
accepts the word of the Minister onviboth: 
points. 

Mr. FENTON.—Yes, to. A large 
extent. 


Mr. Forny.—Then, why does not ae. 
honorable member accept the word of the 
Minister when he says that the duties 
he proposes on this item are adequate? 

Mr. FENTON.—The two promises in 
which I have expressed my confidence | 
are to submit legislation supplemental — 
to the Tariff, and I may tell the honor- 
able member for Kalgoorlie (Mr, Foley) 
that, particularly in connexion with 
Tariff matters, I like to make assurance 
doubly sure. Lest’ one should in some | 
way fail, I like to have a second string - 
to my bow. If I could do so I would 
put four, five, or six walls around indus- 
tries that give employment to Australian 
people, use Australian raw material, and 
supply a great national requirement, in 
order that they might be sufficiently pro-— 
tected against importations from eee “ 

Mr. Corszr.—If the amendment 
agreed to, will the honorable member ae 
prepared to vote additional Protection — 
for the subsidiary industries of Aus 
tralia ? . 

Mr. FENTON.—Yes, certainly. | ck. 
have received requests, and, in face 
tearful appeals on behalf ‘of workmen 
engaged in industries that are believed 
to be in danger under this Tariff, to give 
those industries a greater measure of 
Protection. I am concerned, not only 
about the first item of this division, U 
about many subsequent items, and — if 
we consent to low duties on this if 
item they will become an obstacle — My « 
Srery proposition for the increase | ae : 
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: aiibe on subsequent items in ae divi- 
sion. I have hitherto looked upon the 
honorable member for Wide Bay (Mr. 
Corser) as a stalwart Protectionist. 
However we may differ upon various 
phases of politics, I have always expected 
to find myself on the same side as the 
honorable member in making our pro- 
—tective duties as high as possible. He 
did not have a word to say against the 
“imposition of a very high duty on 
cPananze. 
_ Mr. Corszr.—That is not a parallel 


Australian bananas from bananas grown 
by black labour. 

Mr. FENTON.—And in this case it 
is necessary to protect the Australian 
_ steel and iron industry from the products 
of similar industries in other parts of 
the world carried on with coloured 
jabour. I am afraid that I shall in 
future have to describe the honorable 
member for Wide Bay as a “ Protec- 
‘tionist of a kind,” if he will not vote 
with me for the amendment. I have in 
mind a number of schemes that are being 


water scheme which is now nearing com- 
pletion, and the pipes for which are to 
a large extent made by the firm of Hume 
- Brothers, whoj are well known to the 
honorable member for Adelaide (Mr. 
Blundell). The firm 
‘into a great company whose reputation, 
influence, and supplies are not only Aus- 
tralian wide, but world wide. It has 
been able to manufacture pipes and 
channels of reinforced concrete the like 
of which are not produced in any other 
part of the world. In the Mornington 
peninsula a great work, which is to cost 
- £200,000, is being carried out which could 
not possibly be done for that amount of 


inforeed pipes, the steel rods for which 
eame from the Broken Hill Company’s 
Neweastle works, as the manager of 
Messrs. Hume Bros. himself told me, and 
they could not have been obtained else- 
where at the time. Railway construction 
throughout Australia would have been 
held up towards the latter end of the war 
had it not been for the output of this 
ompany. It is not true to say that the 
nsumer will be injured if the duty on 
pig iron be increased, because the increase 


ie the ome oes. 


of the manager of an important unde 


ease, because it was necessary to protect. 


carried out, and amongst them a great. 


is now formed. 


_ money were it not for the use of re- 


f the oad iss ‘not a) oe pean 


fi am not her > to 
extol the merits of the Broken Hill Com: 
pany; but I heard the sworn stateme 


taking that, had it not been for the ship 
building material obtained fromm the com iN 
pany during war time, he would have ha 
to pay double as much for what h 
needed. That was evidence that the com=- 
pany did not exploit the Commonwealth 
Government and the public when it had 
the opportunity of doing so. 
Mr. Stewart.—Let us now have a na 
on the amendment. rh 
Mr. FENTON.—A number oF mem- 
bers have yet to speak on it. he 
able member for Macquarie (NM 
Nicholls) will present facts and figu: 5 
regarding the great Lithgow works that 


ber for Wimmera of the need for higher 
duties... 

Mr. Srewarr.—I am glad that eueaats 
works are in existence, and would not like 
to see them wiped out; but I consider that 
the duties asked for are t00 hich.) (as 

Mr. FENTON.—What is to be feared, 
seeing that the Minister has pane t 


exploiting of the public? . 
Mr. Srewart.—lI. should like to 
that measure first. 


Mr. FENTON.—I dare say it woul 
have been better had it been before 
prior to the Tariff discussion. | 

Mr. Grerenze.—I have told viet 
what the measure will contain. If undu 

advantage is being taken of the prote 
tion afforded to any industry, a Commi 
tee dank is to ve oan will have the j 


Hie 
Mr. FENTON. aor eke that 


there is to be not only an expert Com- 


Mr. 
matter which Park aent itself must 
cide. . 


Mr. FENTON. —Yes; but that i is t: 


high as 200. per cent. against ae ; 
Australian consumers would still be 
Pann safe, a ae conceive : 


the Government are adequate. 


as the state of the Committee. 
| cae | 


} Country party will not Bicep} the amend- 


ment, on the assurance of the Minister 
that Parliament shall have the opportu- 
nity of dealing severely with any industry 
that may take unfair advantage of the 
liberal treatment given to it. 

Mr. GABB (Angas) [4.16|.—This de- 
bate has now extended over five days, and 
I have listened closely to the speeches 
which have been delivered for and against 
the amendment. As I propose to vote 
against the amendment, and most of the 


members of the Labour party intend to 
support it, I desire to give my reasons for. 


so voting. I am by no means convinced 
that those who claim that the iron and 
steel industry - needs extra protection 
have made out a good case. The honor- 


able member for Corio (Mr. Lister) said 


that the Broken Hill Proprietary Co. 
had exported material to the Federated 
Malay States, Java, and other countries. 
If the company can compete abroad with 
foreign manufacturers, why cannot it do 
so in Australia? Then the honorable 
member fér Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) 
told us that if the Broken Hill Company 
had not manufactured certain material 
an important contract could not have 
been carried on. That statement did not 
assist the argument for an increase of 
duty. I feel that the rates proposed by 
Although 
a Protectionist, I am not rabid, and will 
not vote for duties that are practically 
prohibitive, because, as I have said pre- 
viously, if we go too far, our work will 
re-act upon us in the future. 
accept the assurance of the Minister that 
he will bring in legislation that will pre- 
vent dumping. We shall do more service 
to this industry by preventing dumping 
than by increasing the duties. The un- 
fair conditions caused by dumping and 


_ unfavorable exchanges are special circum- 


stances which must be met by special 
measures, and the Minister has promised 
to introduce those special measures. I 
do not always rely on Government pro- 
mises, but in this special case the pres- 
sure brought to bear will be too strong 
to allow the promise to remain unful- 


filled. I wish I could feel equally sure 


that the consumers will be adequately 
safeguarded. 

Mr. Marnews.—I draw attention to 
| Quorum 
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We should 
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Mr. GABB.—I have been just a little 
pained by the strenuous efforts of some of — 
my comrades to assist a very wealthy 
company, though I admit that their desire 
is, not so much to benefit the company as — 
to keep in employment the men in the in-, 
dustry. I ask these honorable gentlemen i 
a question which is the direct opposite 
of that directed by the Treasurer to the 

honorable member for Dalley (Mr. 
Mahony): Do they feel sure that.if the 
rates of duty are increased, the Broken 
Hill Proprietary Company will still keep — 
its wages at what they are now, even 
should wages fall throughout Australia? 


Mr. Cuartroén.—Are you not certain — 
that if successful competition comes from 
abroad the workmen employed by this, 
company will be out of employment? = 


Mr. GABB.—I am satisfied with the 
assurance of the Minister that he will pre- 
vent dumping, and will remedy this un- 
satisfactory operation of exchanges. 


ete = 


Mr. Cuartton.—Then you are easily 
satisfied. 


Mr. GABB.—No, I am not. Do ho 
able members think that the Broken Hill . 
Proprietary Company, even if it obtained 
three times as much protection as is pro-- — 
posed, would be false to the other capi- © 
talistic concerns in the country by keep- 
ing its wages up when wages generally © 
were falling? On the contrary, it will — 
be one of the first to assist to bring down — 
wages as much as possible. The hover a 

able member for Corio (Mr. Lister) | 
spoke of the great loss and inconvenience — 
which the company suffered during the — 
war for the sake of other industries; but _ 
I do not think that it would agree to any hy 
loss or inconvenience unless it was abso- — 
lutely forced to do so. The company is — 
not a philanthropic institution, and I do — 
not think it has suffered either loss or in- 
convenience. I believe in reasonable 
competition. To increase these duties 
will make such competition impossible, 
and as the finished products of the iron 
and steel works are the raw material of 
other industries, their cost will be in- 
creased, and consequently the cost of the 
implements and machinery and other 
things into which they are manufactured. 


bes 


‘ate 
Mr, FOWLER (Perth) [4.95]—I think 
that those honorable members wis: are | 
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Ed ANH 2h) : , 
ah 


Ys) 
if, 


t 


Pe 


“ 
somewhat ill-advised. The Government 
have brought down a Tariff schedule 
which offers a very substantial measure 
of protection indeed to the iron indus- 
_ try—probably a much larger protection 
_ than the promoters of the industry them- 
selves expected a few years ago. I do not 
Ue suggest. for a moment, having regard to 
the abnormal conditions atceh prevail 
_ throughout the world, that the proposals 
of the Government are in the nature of 
_ too high a protection. I make that state- 
~ ment as one who looks with some amount 
of regret upon the fact that Free Trade 
_ has practically disappeared from the 
world. There is scarcely such a thing as 
international Free Trade at the present 
time. 

_ Mr. West.—It is not possible to give 
effect to it 3 


Mr. FOWLER.—That is not the reason 
for its disappearance. Rather is it due 
_ to the tremendous concentration of capital 
and labour in particular directions, which 
has caused the control of production 
to pass into the. hands of a compara- 
tive few. This is a condition of things _ 
which: obtains the world over. Some of 
these large organizations operate far be- 
_ yond the limits of any one country, and, 
in view of the abnormal.conditions which 
_ pertain to industry throughout the world, — 
_ [am perfectly prepared to give Australia 
| that measure of protection to which she 
*. is reasonably entitled. This afternoon we 
_. heard something about the necessity which 
exists for protecting the highly-paid 
workers in the iron industry in the Com- 

. ‘monwealth against the  lower-paid 
workers in that industry in other parts 
of the world. May I remind the Com- 
mittee that in the past the great competi- 
tion to" which Australia has been sub- 
jected in iron manufactures has come 
- from the most highly-paid labour country 
on the globe, namely, the United States 
of America? Yet the industry here has 
ee grown and flourished, notwithstanding that 


than were paid in any other country ex- 
cept the United States of America; until 
_ the war produced the present abnormal 
_ conditions. To-day, it is somewhat amus- 
ing to find that Japan—the country in 
which wages are probably lower than they — 
bale _— else. in ie world finds it 


. proposing iranian to this item ves 


‘it has been paying much higher wages _ 


Mr. 


‘Srewaer. _ Competition from 
where? z 


Japan is paying at the present mome 
I simply mention these matters to show 


the cost of production. 
Mr. Gass.—lIt is often more a question 
of the quality of the products. 


orable menner . 
Sir Rosert Best.—But the wages pai 7 
have a great influence in Australia. : 


tain influence, I admit, but they are sae 
the dominating factor. It is always better 
to pay for a high degree of efficiency than 
to get decreased efficiency as a result of — 
the payment of low wages. I do not de- 
sire to see the worker in Australia suffer 
a reduction in wages. But wages are 
necessarily determined by thescost of lb v- 


Australia has a right to demand a very 

much greater reduction in the cost of 
living than has yet taken place before & 
submitting to a reduction of his wages. 
Whilst the iron-worker here is getting: a 
substantial wage, it must be rememibe 


in receipt of even a higiie wage oe 
the war. The reduction of wages which 
has taken place in Great hii | fas , 


present time. Yet the cost of living ix 
the Old Country is’ declining es : 
whereas in Australia, a ee in 


catenin: it would he 8 , 
_ expect any reduction of wages in Aus 
tralia until there has been a corres 
ing decline in the cost of living. S 
little time ago I heard one represen 
tive of Barrier interests affirm — 
all that the Broken Hill Pro 
tary Company feared, in conne 
‘with steel production, was the 
ing of goods from other _ 
pe there is Aer a Sey 


i" _ my old fiscal ideas. 


i gt pe may fl piractined in Anns 
_ I am inelined to think that those who 
have the materials to dump will look for 
a larger market, because, other things 
being equal, there would be less likelihood 
of a drop in price in a large nrarket than 
there would be in a limited market. But, 
in any circumstances, I regard the pro- 
posals of the Government as sufficient to 
meet any menace of that kind. 

Sir Rozsserr Brst—The Government 
themselves admit that they are not, and 
that they must introduce special legisla- 
tion to deal with dumping. 

Mr. FOWLER.—I am suggesting that 
the proposals of the Government will 
meet the position. 

Sir Roserrt Best.—The proposals set 
out in the schedule will not. 

Mr. FOWLER.—The schedule has no- 
thing whatever to do, with the matter. 
Surely the honorable member does not 
suggest that the Government intend to 
betray the House in regard to their dump- 
img proposals? I am prepared to do all 
that les in my power to insure that our 
manufacturers shall be effectively safe- 
guarded against the abnormal conditions 
- which obtain in the outside world. 

Mr. Marnews.—After that statement, 
there is hope for the honorable member. 

_ Mr. FOWLER.—I hope that I have 

always acted sensibly. If the world would 
only revert to sensible methods in regard 
to trade, | would be prepared to revert to 
May I remind hon- 
orable members that the Broken Hill 
Proprietary Company is in an excellent 
. position in regard to the production 
of the raw materials of the iron and steel 
industry? It is admitted that with coal 
and possibly the best iron ore in the world 


- within easy conjunction of one another, 


and with sea carriage, that company is 
absolutely at an advantage over the manu- 
facturers of other countries like Great 


Britain, where the prices of coal have 


soared beyond anything we have experi- 


enced in Australia, and where the iron 
ore has to be brought considerable dis- 
tances from other parts of the world. So 


long as it gets the measure of protection 
proposed by the Government, and the 
special legislation which has ‘been pro- 
mised to safeguard it against unfair com- 
petition from outside countries, I feel 


sure that the Broken Hill Proprietary 
- Company will be quite satisfied, and that 
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~men who are unemployed at the present — 
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the interests of ne sh SUR in the indus-_ 
try will be amply protected. ie 


Mr. Frenron.—The honorable meni , 


knows that when the general manager of 


that company was before the Public — 
Accounts Committee he affirmed that oe 
company needed protection. i 


Mr. FOWLER.—He said that i) Be i 
necessary to protect the company Be 
dumping. ) 

Mr. Frenron.—The two things were gi | 
conjunction, ee 

Mr. FOWLER. —Adinitting thay the — 
honorable member’s statement is correct, 
the company is getting as much protec- 
tion as its then manager ever anticipated oo 
it would get, and in addition it is in- 
tended to enact legislation to protect it _ 
against dumping. In view of all these — 
facts I feel justified in ‘supporting the” 
proposals of the Government. 

Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Porky 
[4.37].—I am another of those very 
foolish Labour representatives who in- 
tend to support monopolistic concerns — 
like the Broken Hill Proprietary Com- 
pany’s steel works, and the works which — 
are conducted by Hoskins and Company. ~ 
IT have been told that the former com- — 
pany possesses a capital of about — 
£6,000,000, of which £4,000, 000 ore. 
£5,000,000 represent. profits. These facts, 
however, will not prejudice me in my © 
attitude towards the company, because if — 
it had not made these profits the im- — 
porters would have made them. [I am ~ 
very much more concerned ata the — 


time. J am one of those who will en- — 
deavour to raise wages whenever it is. 
possible to do so, and who will con- 
sistently seek to provide work for those 
who are unemployed. After listening to 
the debate upon the Tariff, I am satisfied 
that every honorable member agrees that 
it is essential that Australia shall be a 
self-contained country. Upon this ocea- 
sion I recognise that the Government are 
up against it. We all admire th 
masterly way in which the Minister fo 
Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) ha 
handled the Tariff, but when the Actin 
Prime Minister became involved in th 
debate it was evident that the Govern 
ment had seriously to consider the sit 
tion which has been created by our 
sol sane Aa to obtain a higher measure a 


protection for the iron and_ steel in- 


dustry. In my judgment, . Ministers 
would have acted wisely if they had con- 
sented to the postponement of this item 
for a week, in order that they might 
consider a duties which should be levied 


upon manufactured articles if the 
duties ‘for which we are pressing 
are imposed upon iron and _ steel. 


I cannot understand why some honorable 
members refuse to realize that the local 
production of our requirements is good 
from the point of view of every interest. 
On one occasion I visited the Ivanhoe 
mine at Kalgoorlie, and saw there a very 
- complete machine shop. The manager 
_ of the mine was proud of it, and said that 
_ the company was able now to do all its 
own repairs on its own premises. In 
_ days gone by, he added, when they had to 
- trust to outsiders they did not know 
where they were, and while the establish- 
- ment of the machine- shop had cost them 
a good deal, they were now reaping the 
full benefit ‘of having a_ self-contained 
establishment. . That, to a degree, is 
what all Protectionists are seeking, in so 
far as Australia is concerned. The hon- 
_ erable member for Perth (Mr. Fowler), 


_ Trader, during the war, in common with 

others, had an opportunity to realize how 

- much better off we should have been if we 

had been a more self-contained country. 

_ As a matter of fact, it would have been 

much better for the Empire if Australia 

had been a very large producer of iron 
and steel. 

Mr. Fowirr.—Before Federation, was 
not Free Trade New South Wales quite 
as far advanced, so far as the i iron indus- 

try was ‘concerned, as was Protectionist 

Victoria? 

Mr. MATHEWS. — When was New 

South Wales a Free Teds State? The 


ae oS 


honorable member knows that prior to 


Federation Sydney was outclassed -by 

Melbourne as a manufacturing centre, 

Under the Federal Tariff, however, Syd- 
_ ney’s industries have expanded to such an 

extent that in many cases they now ex- 

ceed those existing in Victoria. 
Mr. Bamrorp.—Queensland is ahead 
ee, of both New South Wales and Victoria 
as a manufacturing State. 


| States; but, as. a matter of fact, 


who has always been an out-and-out Free 


-) Mr. MATHEWS.—I am glad to hear. 
these claims on behalf of the different. 
all 


es te 
into one ae oF my ed - : 
swamping it. The howl of — the — 


Traders in the days gone v was “hs 


that oe 
Mr. FowzEr.—The howl used to be fi } 
Protection for our industries. : 
‘of those industries are now grey-headed a 
so to speak, but they are still oe ae 
for additional protection. 

Mr. MATHEWS. 


knows, but will not publicly admit hae 
my contention is correct. I well remem- 
ber the eloquence and energy that he used 
to throw into the Free Trade campaign 
to open the ports of Australia to the dum- — 
pers of the world. He used to indulge 
in all the old clap-trap arguments invari. 
ably used by Free Traders, but his one- 
time enthusiasm in the Free Trade cause 
has departed from him, and he has come 
now to recognise the inevitable. a 

Has the Minister (Mr. Greene) con- 
ferred with the Acting Prime Minister as 
to the extent to which it will be necessar, 


division if the duties on pig iron are i 
creased? I may ag well say at on 
that unless the duties on the higher manu 
factured articles coming within this divi- 
sion are to be raised, I shall not vote fo 
the increase proposed in this case. 

Mr. Fowrsr.—Another  inconsiste 
Protectionist ! 

Mr.’ MATHEWS.) -— ‘The enon 
member may sin What he Eyes ‘ 


7) 


increase in prices. If these increas d 
duties did raise the price of pig-u1 
their imposition would still be wise fi 
the stand-point of Australia’s intere 
I speak for the people of Australia, 
not for any ey section — 
country. fs 


aR Le GREENE. ae ‘have pee 


 erease bide! the basic dee of the whole 
_ division, the increase would necessarily 
carry with it increased duties on all the 
iron manufactures. These duties have 
been arranged, as far as possible, with 
- due regard to the relative value of one 
to another. If one duty is raised, that 
relative position must be maintained? 


Mr. MATHEWS. — Quite so. In 
other parts of the world wages are being 
reduced. An effort in the same direc- 
tion ds*being made here. That -is the 
object which Mr. Knight and Mr. Ash- 
worth have in view, but I hope the effort 
will be frustrated. 
and other parts of the world, wages have 
been lowered; but if we desire to main- 
tain our civilization, such as it is, we shall 
have to fight the attempt to reduce 
wages, and it will be necessary for us to 
prevent the entry into Australia of com- 
- modities from countries where wages are 
being pulled down. We. see in to-day’s 
_ press that Japan, despite its cheap labour 
of which we hear so much, is bringing in 
 legislation*to prevent dumping. 


- -Mr. Fowrrr.—To protect her cheap 
_ labourers from the competition of the 
_ higher-paid labourers of other countries. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Exactly. Mr. Ash- 
_ worth, who is now a “ buttoner” for the 
_ Age—I do not know how he got the posi- 
tion—was at one time an ardent Free 
Trader, and used to tell the people that 
we were endeavouring to protect ourselves 

_ against the more highly-paid workmen of 
_ the world. As the honorable member for 
Perth has said, Japan is bringing in legis- 
lation to prevent her poorly-paid work- 
men being thrown out of employment 
by imports from other countries where 
_ higher wages are paid. This only goes to 
_ prove that manufacturers in many coun- 
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_ prices from their own people, are pre- 
pared to sell for much less to the people 
of other countries. During the present 
: year, while we have been paying 9s. a 
ms bushel for wheat, our farmers have been 
dumping it into other countries at a very 
much lower price. The South African 
Government had to take measures to pro- 
tect their people from dumping on the 
part of Australia. We, too, must pro- 
tect ourselves from dumping. At the end 
of a season in Great Britain, manufac 


ts. owe, 1921. a 


In Great Britain 


_ tries having, like our farmers, got the best ° 


capitalists make out of this country. If 


8895 


turers, having fully satisfied the local _ 
market, can dump their commodities in. 
Australia. os 
Mr. Fowrrer.—That hardly applies to e 
iron. ate 
Mr. MATHEWS.—It might very well 
apply to manufacturers of iron and steel. 
There might be, for instance, an over- 
production of agricultural implements in 
Great Britain, and at the end of the 
season there the manufacturers might say, © 
“We have done very well here this season — 
and can afford to dump the balance of our 
stocks. in Australia.” Honorable members 
of the Country party have been howling ~ 
about the increased cost of agricultural 
implements. The honorable member for — 
Indi (Mr. Robert Cook) made himself 
ridiculous in the eyes of his hearers the — 
other day when he referred to the position — 
in Canada. Honorable members in many — 
cases lose sight of the fact that,in so far 
as manufactures are concerned, Canada 
and the United States of America are, to — 
all intents and purposes, one. The hon- 
orable member for Indi complained that — 
a certain agricultural machine for which © 
Australian manufacturers were asking _ 
£104, was being sold in Canada for £61. 
He did not tell us that the Canadian ~ 
machine was being sold at £95 in Great 
Britain and at £97 in New Zealand. — 
Nor did the honorable member tell us 
that the article itself was not so heavily 
built, nor so strong, as the Australian. He 
product at £104.. Of course, I know that — 
somebody “sold him a pup ? ; he was told 
something which he repeated to us with- — 
out investigation. It does not matter to | 
me whether the price is increased; if we 
desire to keep up our standard of living _ 
here, we must have duties against impor- te 
tations. I am always for a promotion — 
of purely Australian ideals, and those — 
who wish to represent other ‘parts of the’ 
world ought to leave this country. Bit oe 
others are concerned about the profits OE, 
the capitalists’ section of our community, 
I am concerned more about what foreign 


the Government so far forget themselves: 
as, for any reason, to leave unfulfilled 
their proinise to legislate in order to pr 
vent manufacturers from overcharging, . 
“am afraid that we, on this side, will not 
receive much assistance from the mem- 
bers of the Corner party in our efforts to 


=~ 


~ prevent the consumers ine robbed. ih 


_ deed, I think we should have more chance 
“of receiving assistance. from honorable 


ee, sitting immediately behind the 


Government. 


Mr. Avsriy Cuarman.—Surely you do 
not refer to all the members of the 
Corher party ? 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I refer to a great 


many of them; and a little cireumstance 


illustration of their attitude. 


within my knowledge affords a general 
At Shep- 


ne parton, in the constituency of Echuca, is 
the well-known firm of “ Furphy’s” the 
_ biggest manufacturers in the country dis- 


tricts of Victoria, whose water-carts are 


to be seen all over Australia. - 


Mr. Greeory.—And the fitrh is com- 


_ plaining bitterly of the cost of their raw 
- material. 
works? 


Do you want to close down the 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I merely mention 


_ this firm in order to inform honorable 
members that a man, who had been em: 


ployed by it for twenty-two years, was 


dismissed because he had the impertin- 


ence to run against a sitting member for 


- Echuea, the late Mr. Palmer, as a Labour 


candidate. The farmers and others of 


Shepparton and the surrounding districts 


_ said, in effect, that if this man was kept 
employed the firm would get no more of 
their orders; and while the firm, in my 


-- ‘belief, did not wish to “sack” him, it 


had to do so because of this local pres- 
- sure. 


I merely mention this to show what 


may be expected from the crowd repre- 


to dealing with the worker. 
however, that the Corner party will help 


sented by the Corner party when it comes 
IT trust, 


htesihiy members on this side to com- 


pel the Government to keep the promise 
to which I have referred, and to see that < creased by 43d. per ton for iron ore 


manufacturers who enjoy protection sell 


_ their products at reasonable rates. 


Dumping is the problem we have to’ 
consider and solve. I address myself to 


this question in no kindly feeling towards 


_ the capitalistic section of the community ; 
my object is to make Australia what it 


ought to be--a manufacturing country. 
That, object, I contend, can only be 
achieved by excluding imports from other 
countries. JI look forward to the estab- 


lishment of more companies for the pro- 
duction of pig iron. 
great railway extensions in Austraha, and — 
te T do not desire the eats te #0. be at the 


I also anticipate 


tender mercies of one or tw 


for the oe of steel rails. — Our ho 


of Bees RN not only » in Re | 
in many other directions. That ee 
ment can only be achieved by means bie a 
adequate Tariff. 


Mr. NICHOLLS (Macquarie) [5. ihe = : 


support the amendment because, in 


their sundae of living. I do not. spea 
now on behalf of the employers, who, » 


have the whole of the raw wines es ; 
Z Me “with proper facilities tor carey 


easily, as in other countries. | 
should not be permitted to become t 
dumping ground for cheap surplus Pp 
ducts from overseas; and it appears to 
that the present de tics on iron are 
sufficient. Conditions have so 


the duties. JI may be alice’ to q 
some figures showing the increased Cos 
production of iron in Australia. 
price of coal has increased by 4s. pe 
and, taking 2 tons of coal as neces: 
for the manufacture of 1 ton of pig 1 
the increase really amounts to 8s. 
ton of iron, Then harbor dues have 


limestone, while the Board of Trade 
awarded an increase of 8s. 6d. per 
for every employee in the industry. 


reduction in the Tariff ; indeed, it p 
aaie means t that a iron is allow d 


pete ithe other countries vie ‘© no 
the same conditions? The Ministe 
Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) 
quite recently that he was prepare 
times to safeguard the interests of 
gigantic industry as the iron and st 


ot operations was maintained. That oe 
_ go, there does not appear to me any reason 
Be why the honorable gentleman should re- 
a fuse to accept the amendment. 


There is another point to be considered. ~ 
Germany can manufacture iron at a much © 
lower rate than it can be manufactured 
at in Australia, as the following table ; he 
will show :— Beta 


. ComMPaRATIVE STATEMENT.—AUSTRALIAN AND GERMAN WaGES IN IRonianp SreEL InDusTRY. 


- Converston— 


Authority —Engineering, 31st October, 1919, for German Wages.’ | ‘ i, | 


me Peas 1913-14—Standard value of Mark 20-43 to £1—approximately 1s. 

August,1919—Standard value of Mark 89-08 to £1—approximately 2d. 

a : March, 1921—Standard value of Mark 243 to £1—approximately 1d. 
y 


Year. Companies. 


Broken Hill Pty. 


FOLET SCs de se ° 
Broken Hill Pty. ee if 


1920 .. ws ee 


Average for 1913-14 


Ak ‘Phoenix Coy. (Germany) 
Average for July, 1919 ae 


Phoenix Coy. (Germany) 


Ses 


Number 


0 
Employees. 


ns | ee ene | cence | eee 


40,000 
37,820 


Average Wage per 
Employee per month - 
for 1921, including 
application OPT 
Judge Beeby’s 
Recommendation — 
on a 44-hour week: | 


Average 
Wage per 
Employee 

per month, 


Total 
Monthly 
Wages 
Paid. 


Average 
Wage per 
Employee 
per month. 


. a. 8 Be Be i 
22°12 10 


18, 000, 000 


~~: It will be noted from the above statement that whilst the marks paid to the German employee in i 
the year 1913 was at the rate of 145 marks per month, equal to £7 sterling, that to the year 1919 saw an 


increase of 331 marks per month. Owing to the depreciated value of the mark, this increase showed an 2 


actual decrease_of £1 13s. 2d. 
ns has always been the view of the Go- 
'- vernment that the industries of this coun- 
try should be protected; and the only way 
is to impose a duty ‘that will prevent 
foreign manufacturers, who pay smaller 
_ wages than are paid here, from dumping 
_ their material into Australia. If nature 
had not provided us with all the necessary 
raw material for the manufacture of this 
commodity, there would be a reasonable 
excuse for allowing importations at lesser 
rates of duty; but, while the present Tariff 
remains, we can he sure that no speculator 
will invest in the iron industry, for the 
simple reason that he is given no guaran- 
tee of security. 
guarantee, there are scores of investors 


- There is ample room for new industries 
of this character; but people will not in- 
vest if foreign countries are allowed to 
dump their.products practically free of 
_ duty. The Government have paid to Hos- 

kins Limited a huge amount of money for 
the production of iron. That can be 
_ easily obviated by imposing an additional 
duty of 10s. per ton. I am certain that 
if the duty is not increased in the near 
future, the iron industry in Australia will 


If there were, such a 


Puidully prepared to embark in the industry. 


become Nae er f Courecinaly Bon that - 


from 150, 000 to 160,000 employees will te ‘ 
thrown out of work. 


Mr. Hector Lamonp.—That is like the 
extravagant prophecies made at th® time 
that the Commonwealth Parliament de- — 
cided to do away with black labour in 
Australia. es 


Mr. NICHOLLS.—I am not speaking — 
about black labour; but there is the pos- 
sibility that the black-labour proplem will 
operate very severely in the shape of com- 
petition from other countries unless the 
Government -do something ‘to establish 
those*industries which have already been “ 
started in Australia. Two commodities _ 
which are most essential to this country - 
are cement and iron. The cement indus-_ 
try is certainly deserving of the same pro-_ 
tection as the iron industry. The two in- 
dustries work with one another. Unless 
something ig done to protect the interests 
of the people who are already engaged in 
the manufacture of iron, I am afraid that 
something serious will happen. Every pos- 
sible class of iron can be manufactured 
in Australa, but not much corrugated 
iron ig made here at present, simply be- 
cause the Government have not sufficiently 


protected the interests of the industries a 


St 


Trade and Customs 


| . have not been Honoured. 


: ‘Tariff. nae 


page 


‘which are capable of oe eaten A lathe 
- @lent protection. were given, there would 
be no necessity for its importation, be- 
cause we have the raw material at hand 
to make it. I am particularly auxious to 
see the industry protected, because, in my 
electorate, quite a number of employees 
are engaged in the manufacture of iron, 
and if anything should happen to throw 
them out of employment, it would be most 
difficult to replace them. JI hope the in- 
dustry will receive from the Government 
_ the attention and protection which should 
be given to it. The Minister for 
has assured the 
Committee that he is prepared to protect 
it, but assurances of that description have 
‘been given before, and in many cases 
In this case, 
let us see that the Minister’s assurance 
that sufficient protection, will be given 
to the iron industry is made effective. 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [5.14].— 
The Acting Prime Minister (Sir Joseph 
Cook) held out no hope to-day for any 


- Inerease in this duty so far as he was 


concerned. We have been contending 


i all along for an increase in the duty in 


the general Tariff and the British Pre- 
ferential Tariff, because we are confident, 
from# our knowledge of what has taken 
place in other parts of the world, that 
unless something of the kind is done, we 
shall have a very large number of un- 
--emploved, and a commencement of a 
- reduction of wages which will not end 
until it extends from one end of Australia 
to the other. The Acting Prime Min- 
ister endeavoured to make it appear that 


he was making some concession when he 


said that the Government were quite pre- 
pared to deal with the exchange question. 
We understood that from the Minister 
for Trade and Customs before the Acting 
Prime Minister spoke at all. He also 
said that the Government intended to 
deal with the question of dumping. The 
Minister for Trade and Customs has 
never yet definitely stated what he in- 
tends to do about the question of ex- 
change. I think he said that he mtended 
_ to bring in a Bill dealing with it before 

this portion of the session came to an end. 
Mr. Greenr.—Certainly. We have to 
do it as the complement of the Tariff. 


ee The only thing I am not clear about at. 
the moment, and I am 
t r 


- from the beginning. 


getting advice 


which this Tariff forms the schedule, 
whether we shall have to get a fresh re 


and then introduce a special Ball ; 
cover it. 


Mr. CHARLTON. —Does 


Nor GreEenre.— Most Ri So Senay 

Mr. CHARLTON.—The question of 
exchange is going to be very difficult to 
deal with. I do not quite know how den 
is to be met. That is why I submit tha 
those measures should have preceded th 
consideration of the Tariff. We shoul 
have had them before us so that we could — 
know exactly where we stood in dealing | 
with the duties. 

Mr. Grreory.—lI have fought fan tha 


Mr. CHARLTON .— Yes, and it ane 
be done even now. This item should be 
postponed pending further investigations 
by the Minister and his staff, and the in- — 
troduction of the other measnres referred — 
to. It is not satisfactory to the Com- 
mittee, when dealing with a question of 
this kind, to be told that, some time be- 
fore we rise, we are to be asked to dea ig 
with the questions of exchange a 
dumping. They will be very differ 
problems to handle. The followin; 
quotation from the Ironmonger meu 
the point + | 


problems. First of all, how can the puizale of 
the fall in exchange be solved? Mss bee's 


teediia ane and often pring us ine to! be 
with unforeseen situations. Take an examp 
A German firm buys copper at £100 a ' 
when the price of marks is 180 to the pou 
The metal, therefore, costs 18,000 marks~ 
ton. The rate of exchange falls to 260, a 
the German dealer is able to sell the copy 
for which he gave £100 at £75 a ton, and s 
make, in his own currency, 1,500 marks 
about 8 per cent. profit. 
The fluctuations affect the labour tla 101 
even more. Throughout Western Europe wa 
are at least double what they were in 1913. 
In Germany wages always were lower tha 
England, but supposing that a man earn 
mark in 1913, and now gets 10 marks 
the same work, the higher sum still wor 
in English Reha: ao at. oe 9: 


ih, 
Sits 


itas paid 1s. in 1913. A British factory 
employing 200 workmen hae five hours per 
week, therefore, pays out £900 in_ wages, 
- against £337 10s. paid in Germany, and is un- 
; iy able to compete. Nowadays production cannot 
be absorbed, and Germany herself, although 
- producing only 70 per cent. of her normal out- 
put, instead of consuming a good part at home 
and exporting to the Hast at least one-half of 
the balance, consumes very little, and. throws 
nearly all her surplus on the Western markets 
at prices with which the Western factories find 

it impossible to compete. 


How are we to meet a situation of that 
kind? No proposal is before us, and the 
Committee are asked to accept the duty 
on pig-iron because the Government in- 
tend to do “something” later on to 
. eorrect differences in the currency, We 
do not know what that “something” is, 
or whether it will be successful. 
Mr. Gremnz.—tIn any case, we could 
not cure the difficulty of which the honor- 


: able member speaks hy an increase in 


these duties applying to the world at 
: ea 
é Mr. CHARLTON.—I quite admit 
it; but we ought to know exactly what 
- the Government intend to do to meet the 
: situation, and whether it is likely to be 
effective. We have no inkling of it yet. 
es are left in the dark, and the question 
"was never raised until the debate took 
_ place on the duty on pig-iron. 
- Mr. Greznz.—The reason is that this 
is the only commodity that I know of on 
it _ which that question has really become a 
definite factor in the situation. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—It may quite pos- 
. etl become a definite factor in other 
matters as time goes on. 
Mr. Greenzr.—Quite possibly. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—There is the posi- . 


_ tion we have to face. Until we deal with 

. it, we do not know whether or not we are 
. " providing ample protection for the iron 
and steel industry. Everything has to be 
taken with a certain amount of doubt. 
Mr. Greenz.—We cannot deal with the 

‘question on this item, 

— Mr. CHARLTON.—That is why l 
eee that the item should be postponed. 
Tf that had been done we could have been 
a good deal further through the Tariff. 
When we have the fullest information 
vailable, we shall be ready to deal with 


I am sure the Minister will endeavour 
to fulfil. 
he kS KK 


his item. We have had promises, which 


We may have faith in him, me 
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it is quite possible that the remedy the | 
Government propose will not meet the 
position. It may be a more difficult — 
problem than the Minister imagines. 
Mr. Greenn.—Decidedly! But I think — 
we have a satisfactory solution. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—We ought to 


know what it is, so that we may decide . i 


‘whether it is satisfactory. 


e 


Proprietary Company? 


Mr. Grepye.—lt is a problem by itso, 
and we must settle it by itself. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I wake its They 


Acting Prime Minister’s attempt to make _ 
so much of the intention of the CO “ 


ment to deal later on with the questions of 
exchange and dumping counts for nothing _ 


so far as the Tariff is concerned, because — i 
those are matters that stand by themselves. aa 
' The exchange question does not affect 


it may be found 


items as time goes 


every item, but 
to affect various 
on. 
dumping is going on to-day in con- | 
nexion with more than one article. : 
is made possible because of the conditions — 
existing abroad. The bottom is falling 
out of things in other countries. 
are not coming down gradually, but every- 
thing is tumbling down, and if we are not 
careful the same state of things will — 
occur in Australia. 


our own industries, the same position is — 
sure to arise here. The Acting Prime 


Minister tried to make it appear that the 


Government would do everything possible — 


_to protect this industry. He said, “If : 


we find, when the Tariff is passed, that 


the industry is being injuriously affected, 

or is likely to be affected, we will bring 

proposals before the House to deal with 
Who is going to decide 
whether the industry is being injuriously <_ 
affected or not? How isthe Acting Prime 
Minister to know? How are we to know? 
Is the right honorable gentleman going 


the position.” 


to take the opinion of the Broken Hill © 
Must they come — 
to him and say, “ We cannot compete now 
with the foreign market and the British — 
market, and, consequently, we ask you tore 
honour. your pledge to see that no injus- 
tice is done to us” ? If that is to be the 
position, a good deal of exception will be 
taken to it. It will not be race 
to honorable members. 


~ 


‘We know that a good deal ae 
This 


They 


If we do not protect 
our people and preserve the market for 


They will want — esti 
some tangible proof that such is the case. if 


ss ody + we have suieian. pice | to pes 
_ us in asking for an increase in the duties 
on this item, because already two con- 
tracts in Australasia. have been taken at 
_ cheaper rates than the stuff can be pro- 
_ duced here. That is absolutely true, and 
- it is, therefore, our duty to do something 
to save the industry. Tf they can to-day 
produce so much cheaper in the Old Coun- 
_ try as to be able to compete*successfully 
with us, is it not fair to say that the duty 
is not adequate? If we desire that sort of 
thing, then we ought to admit that we do 
not want the industry in Australia, and 
= that it ought to be closed down, because 
-. it cannot sell at the same price as its 
products can be obtained at from abroad. 

_ If we take up that attitude, either the in- 
dustry has to close down, or there must be a 
_ general reduction in wages in that industry. 


_ Mr. Forzy.—Where were those con- 
tracts let? 
Mr. CHARLTON.—One was’-let in 


Western Australia, and the other, I be- 
lieve, in New Zealand. We have been 


- discussing for some considerable tiine the 


effect upon prices of a reduction of wages 
in the Old Country, where they are fixed 
ona sliding scale, which is governed by. 
_ the price obtained for the output com- 
(oe modity. On this point I find the follow- 
ing information in The Ironmonger— 


The examination of the books of the em- 
_ ployers in the Scottish malleable-iron trade, 
_ for the purpose of ascertaining the selling price 
in connexion with the regulation of wages in 
_ the industry, shows that the average net sell- 
ing price for January and February was £27 

163. 6.044. This means a decrease in the 
_ wages: of the workmen of 224 per cent. on 
- basis rates. 


The effect of this reduction upon the 

_ protection offered in this schedule, which 

_ was laid on the table of the House fifteen 

- months ago, is very important. Clearly 
the advantage must be with the British 
manufacturers— 


_. The Conciliation Board kar the manufactured 
iron and steel trade of the North of England 
uf has been. informed by the chartered account- 
ants appointed to carry out the ascertainment 
_ that for the two months ended 28th February 
the average net selling price was £26 19s. 
-7.97a. On this figure the sliding scale gives a 
_ reduction of 25 per cent. on puddling ea 
_ other forge and mill wages. 


In view of these facts, honorable mem- 


‘bers surely will realize the motives actuat- 


: ing honorable members who are support- 
We do Gea 


Fig the amendment, 


“industry in England averaged from + 


- wages are coming down very rapidly. 


see che same Me dare pe: Tess 
Australia. Wle want, if possible, 
tain the present high Bae of 1 : 


tions. "The higher the wages fi 
oe pe will be for the a | 


schedule was introduced, wages in this 


tO (E20 e 

Mr. es, —t am not ie 
as wages in Great Britain. Wages every 
where | were high during the war period, — 
and it is our purpose to keep 


them as 
‘high as possible here. This stateme’ i 
A ° a 


the Old Country, and if the iron an L 
steel industry in Australia is to live the 


protection, 2 

Mr. Grecory.—Can you tell us” oe he 
was the average wage in the industry Addo 
Great Britain? It. may have been + 
high. 
‘Mr, 


been ‘a ieee of 26° per cent. in Gr 
Britain, the cost of production # 
must be appreciably lower, and © 
ae aie is to be n> 


anton or else our ihe wil ha > to 
close. The position 1g 80 clear that T 


‘more on the British and tek : 
The request is a fair one. What h: 
happened on the other side of the world 
is perfectly plain to every one wh 
understands the position. The © 
Prime Minister endeavoured | to 
- i 
that a-reduction of wages in Gre 
Britain to the extent of £1 wou. 


tion uae the fixed dutiege Fa 7 
Eatin: IT asked what would a 


England came down to such an extent 
~as to enable the manufacturers there to 
send products to Australia at a lower 
price than the locally manufactured 
article. Clearly the reduction must be 
in favour of the British manufacturer. 
I eould understand the Acting Prime 
Minister’s argument if he had said that 
if wages in Australia fell 25 or 50 per 
cent., it would be equivalent to an addi- 
- tional protection of £2 for the Australian 
‘manufacturer. 
able members are desirous of seeing our 
existing conditions maintained. We know 
that. prices are gradually coming down 
everywhere, but we have no desire to see 
them. come down to, the pre-war level. 
Unless we make some provision safe- 
guarding us against this contingency, 
- where shall we be? Wages here will 
geome down at break-neck speed if the 
‘movement starts in this key industry. 


; a Mr. Grecory.—But if we increase the 
Tariff, every other allied industry will be 
likewise affected. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I am satisfied that 

an increase in the Tariff‘on this item will 
not affect other industries to any great 
extent. 


i Mr. Grecory. ee you fairly say that 
of Mount Mean, Mount Cuthbert, and 
_. Mount Lyell! 

eee. My, CHARLTON. —I do not think it 
_ will make very much difference to any of 
them. I believe that with adequate pro- 
__ tection for this key industry the manufac- 
_ turing concerns of the Commonwealth 
_ would be able to supply all our require- 


_ duction costs decline. That is the history 
_ of the industry in the United States of 
America, 
Ba oh, 4) ME, Grucory.—That might be a good 
argument if our population were increas- 
ing at the same rate as in America. 


_ Mr. CHARLTON.—How can we ex- 

_ pect to increase our population unless we 
make provision for the employment of 
those who may come to Australia? The 
honorable member, I suppose, is in favour 
of the proposal to “induce people from the. 
Old Country to come here, but how can 
we absorb any additions to our population 
if the main avenues of employment are 
) slosed # ? Already we have a large number 


I believe that all honor-. 


ments at a reasonable price, because, as 
_ + their turnover increases, so will their pro-' 


of unemployed i in the different States, and): 
unless we do something to encourage these, 
industries, the position will be intensified. 
Mr. Girne, —I think the policy of the . ie 
Government is doing that already. \ 
Mr, CHARLTON .—The policy I ad 
vocate will provide more employment in 
the manufacturing industries of the Com- o 
monwealth. 3 
Mr. Grecory.—How can 1 that be so Ae, 
our productive industries are ing 
down ? s 
Mr. CHARLTON.—That is what La am 
trying to prevent; but, unfortunately, hey 
honorable member will not ‘assist me, I - 
am endeavouring’ to preserve our inde bi 
tries, and if the honorable member would — 
only, take ‘a broad national view of the 
situation he would indorse my policy. 
Mr. Grecory.—l think you are Wrong; 
that you are taking a narrow view. : 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Of course, the — 
honorable member has a perfect right to 
his own opinion. I am. merely contending ~ 
that we should be in a position to manu- 
facture all our own requirements. The 
honorable member, the other night, said 
something about this industry in Canada, — 
J was not then conversant with thesCana- — 
dian’ position as regards bounties and 
duties, but I have since obtained the fol- 
lowing statement concerning the® Cana- i 
dian Tariff of 1910 :— 


CANADIAN TARIFF, 1910. 

Bounties. — 
ie! The Governor in Council may authorize 
‘ the payment out of the Consolidated — 
Révenue Fund of the following bounties — 

on the undermentioned articles manu- 
factured in Canada for consi aa 

therein. Pee 

2. That it is expedient to provide that the it 
Governor in Council may make regula- 
tions to carry out the intentions _ of 
these resolutions. 

3. That it is expedient to provide that the 
Minister of Trade and Commerce shall 
be charged with, the administration of 
the forevoing. 


ae 


Bounties — / 
(a) Pig iron manufactured from ore on | the 
proportion from Canadian ore pro 
duced during the calendar years— — 
1907—2.10 dol. per ton; 8s. 9d. per 
ton in addition to duty imposed. 

1908—2.10 dol. per ton; 8s. 9d. a 


ton. 
-1909—1.70 dol. per ton; te ld. per 
ton. ‘ 
1910—.90. dol. per vom; es 9d. per 
ton. 


by In respect of pig iron manufactured 
from ore on the proportion from 


dar years— J 
ae 1907—1.10 dol. per ton;. 4s. Td. per 
Pate Rand ton in addition to duty imposed. 


1908—1.10 dol. per ton; 4s. 7d. per 
ton in addition to duty imposed. 
1909.70 dol. per ton; 2s. lid. per 
ton in addition to duty imposed. 
es 1910—.40 dol. per ton; 1s. 8d. per 
CH on igh bee a ton in addition to duty imposed. 
(e) On -puddled iron bars manufactured from 


pig iron made in Canada during the . 


ealendar years— 
1907—1.65 dol. per ton; 6s. 104d. per 
ton in addition to duty imposed. 
1908—1.65 dol. per ton; 6s. 10id. per 
ton in addition to duty imposed. 


ton in addition to duty imposed. 
1910—.60 dol. per ton; 2s. 6d. per 
ton in addition to duty imposed. 


| a) In respect of rolled round wire rods not 
over $ of an inch in diameter. manu- 
get Sa factured in Canada from _ steel pro- 
duced in Canada from ingredients of 
ae which not less than 50 per cent. of 
the weight thereof consists of pig iron 
made'in Canada when sold to manu- 
facturers for use of making wire in 
their own factories in Canada. On 
- such wire rods made after 3lst Decem- 
_ber, 1906, 6 dol. per ton; 25s. per ton. 
(e) In respect of steel inots manufactured 


» from ingredients of uh not less than © 


50 per cent. of the weight thereof con- 
sists of pig iron made in Canada. On 
, Such ingots made during the calendar 
* years— | 
1907—1.65 dol. per ton; 6s. 103d. per 
ton in addition to duty. 


1908—1.65 dol. per ton; 6s. 103d. per: 


ton in addition to duty. 


1909—1.05 dol. per ton; 4s. 4$d. per. 


ton in addition to duty. 
1910—.60 dol. per ton; 2s. 6d. per 

» ton in addition to duty. 
aeravise. —Provided that the bounty shall 


not be paid on steel ingots from which 


steel blooms and billets for exporta- 
tion from Canada are manufactured. 


— ae shows that Canada has paid boun- 
des in addition to imposing duties. 


Moe Grecory.—Although Canada im- 
ported in 1918 4,500,000 tons of anthra- 
cite coal and 14,000,000 tons of bitu- 
-minous coal, on which a duty of. 35 
per cent. was paid, her manufacturers 


still compete with the United States of 


| ea America. 
ba Mr. CHARLTON. —That may ive 


happened, but it does not alter the fact 
- that Canada has assisted that industry. 
__Let me state what is happening in other _ 


countries tn regard to these matters. This 


ene 


foreign ore produced during tne rae 


a 1909—1.05 dol. per ton: 4s. 44d. per. 


‘tries are expected to hold their own 


‘competitors who are taking advantage 


_ seven times as high as it was, so tba 


is” oe The Iron 
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exports of pipes and tubes from Belgium dur 
ing the first ten months of 1920 was given as 
168 tons. This should have been 3,481 tons 


many. ‘The general opinion was in taveut! of 
renewal, on ‘the ground that trading with t 
Germans was a necessity if the economic equili 
brium of the world is to be re-established. Th 
British and the French, it was pointed out 
had already started dealing with the Germans 
and there was no reason why Belgium should 
continue to pay high prices for British an 
French goods when she could buy better fro: 
the Germans. Belgium was now aetually buy 
ing goods in France and Britain which 
been “Imported there deans rae * 


manufactures it into goods, and pe 
them to Australia, and our local ind 


competition of that kind— . |... 


For some time past Belgian ironmonget 
recognised: the necessity of resuming rel 
with Germany, and many transactions h: 
ready taken place, usually through the 
mediary of a third party resident in pia 


German Competition in Denmark. 
underselling of local manufacturers by Ger an 
depreciation in the, value of the m 
foreign countries is not only felt in Britais 
but all over the world, except in some ‘o: 
minor States of Central Europe where the 
currency is worth still less than the Ge 
The director of the United Danish Ironte 
dries has just been complaining bitter 
German competition in’ Denmark inia Copen- 
hagen newspaper. The director, points o 
in "1908. a Customs duty was. 
mark on castings of three oere | 


the value. The price of pepe is. now 


“and we have been arguing “ott 
week that the duty which the 
ment have imposed will be use 


ixbs 


face cae what is if happening a 


| etuctries ae smocumb to N tceoien com- 
petition or the conditions of our workers 
will have to be reviewed— 

The director also states that wages in Den- 


mark are higher than in “any other country 
_in, Europe,” with the possible exception of 
Norway (this statement presumably refers to 
the European eontinent; it will hardly be con- 
tended that wages in Denmark are in excess of 
those in. Britain). The wages in the foundry 
trade in Denmark average 2.50 kroner an hour, 
whereas the maximum wage in Germany, con- 
verted into Danish currency at the present 
rate of exchange, is only one-quarter of that 
amount. He foreshadows a general fall in the 
prices of raw and manufactured articles, fol- 
lowed by all-round reductions in wages. . 
Those who choose to look for it can find 
ample evidence of what is happening 
abroad. | . 
Mr. 


Corser.—The Minister has pro- 


mised to protect Australia against that 


competition. 

Mr. CHARLTON. rhe only Rremave 

protection he can give is by consenting 
to inerease the duty. The Minister may 

endeavour to deal with the exchange, but 


 veven if he does that effectively, in what 


position will our manufacturing indus- 
tries be if production costs fall in Great 
Britain, so that goods may be manufac- 
tured there at 50 per cent. less than in 
Australia? When Australians invite 
tenders for supplies, and get the lowest 
tenders from Britain, will they not accept 
them? Will our manufacturing indus- 
tries have any show at all? The Bills 
which the Minister has promised. will 
rectify only ‘certain phases of the pro- 
blem; without an increase in the duties 


the industry will be at the mercy of* 


foreign competition. We are promised 
_ that when the industry is in danger Par- 
liament will be asked to express an 
opinion. How is Parliament to know 
when the danger arises? Must we wait 


ae . until the industry is languishing? Speak- 


ing from experience, I know that only 
when the pinch comes is it possible to 


realize what is taking place. Then prices 


begin to fall, and Sither the. workers have 
to suffer a reduction of wages or the 
‘industry must go to the wall. If the 
- workmen accept low wages in a _ par- 
ticular industry, those in other industries 
_must follow suit. I warn the Committee 
that if that, happens this country will 
suffer. Our. duty as representative men 
is to protect the country against such a 
evelopment, and | see that it becomes self- 


nothing ? 


contained. Has the war 


short ; 
thing ‘that has happened in the near past. 


How many times have I heard honorable - 
say that Australia 
should be in a position to supply its own 
We 


hope there may be no more wars, but 


members opposite 


requirements in time of war? 


we never know what will happen. 


And if this country is again embroiled 
what will i” 
happen to us if we have not our indus- | 
tries fairly established and conditions ob- 

taining under which men may live and 3 
Year their families in comfort? 


in an international conflict, 


to go backwards or to allow things to re- 
main as they are? 


taught us_ 
I am fast being driven to the - 
conclusion that our memories are very» 
in a year or two we forget every- 


Are we 


Even if living 1s) 
dear when wages are high, what does it — 


matter, because the money is spent here, | 


everybody i is doing well, and is able to pay 


his way? I speak not as the advocate of any 


particular company or combine. 


be a combine I would sooner that it were 


in Australia, so that we could deal with 
it, than in some other country beyond our — 


T am. 
opposed to all combines, but if there must é 


control, where it might be sucking the life 


blood out of the workers in order to carry 


on a cut-throat competition with our own — 


people. 
avenues of employment, and we can only 
do it by means of a Tariff which will en- 


It is our duty to extend the - 


able us to retain our own market, estab- — 
lish new industries, keep the country as 
prosperous as possible, and. avoid the de 


velopments that are occurring in the Old | 
Country. 


If we do not protect the iron 


and steel industry we shall be helping to 
repeat in Australia the lowering of indus- . 
trial conditions that is taking place in — 


England. 


» I am prepared to debate this & 


Tariff from the workers’ point of view — 
on any platform in Australia, and I know © 


there will be only one answer to my atti- — 
Make the country self-support- — 


tude. 


ing; give our workers decent wages so 
that they can live in better conditions 
than the workers in other parts of the | 


world. 


big principle. were not at stake. 


Why, in the face of what has — 
happened during the last twelve months, — 
the Minister still refuses to grant an ine 
crease in the duty, I cannot “understand, ag 
I would not be wasting my time and my " 
strength in prolonging this debate if fa 
for which I am fighting means everything i 


ee tar ad 


to the workers of this country. ne 
at one time to think that it was ae men 


holding extreme views who hinted «at. 


certain members sticking up for certain 
companies. But I find, even in this 
House, men who stood behind the mono- | 


-polies during the war and never raised 


: their voices to prevent the exploitation of 
the people charging men like myself, who 
have at least endeavoured to be consistent — 
on this matter, with fighting the cause of 
some company. I stand for no company. 
JT am here as a representative man to de- 


fend the interests of the country and its © 


_ people, and I hope the time will soon 
-@ome when this Parliament will have 
sufficient power to prevent exploitation 
of the people by monopolies. _ But the 
immediate necessity is for this Parlia- 
_ment to impose such a duty as will pro- 
tect the iron and steel industry, increase 
employment, and prevent that surrender 
of wages and conditions which is taking 
place in other countries. If we suc- 
ceed in doing that we shall have done | 
good work. The promise made by the 
“Acting Prime Minister (Sir Joseph 
Cook) to-day represents no concession at 
all. The Bills to regulate exchange and 
dumping will be all right in their place, 
but the position in regard to British com- 
petition will be the same unless the duty 
is increased. British manufacturers are 
getting orders from Australia now, and 
what will happen if g further reduction 
of wages and conditions takes place? We 
have to guard against what is happening 
abroad and keep the conditions in this 
country as they are to-day. I can speak 


from experience of the effect of ‘cut- 


throat competition in the mines. As 
a result of cut-throat competition to 
secure trade, every cost bearing on the 
industry was reduced to bed-rock, and 
the employees were unable to procure the 
necessaries of life. |Since that could be 
brought about from internal causes, the 
same might happen because of external 
_ pressure. If we permit foreign countries 
to overwhelm us with their favoured com- 
petition, we shall be guilty of a great 
national wrong. Now -is the time to 
erect an adequate barrier. 


‘Mr. Grecory.—I wala last night why 


—T used 


be protected 2 


- 


you had waited so long, namely, from 1914 _ 


until the present moment, bgeiga prepes 
i ing to do so. — 
ere Mr. tot 


the danger oe to all. 


: would 
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Mr. CHARLTON.—There wa 
to suggest the building of the barrier 
ing the war years. All the ‘protect 
that Australia’s industries could ha 
asked. was being effectively provided by \ 
German submarines. But the position” 
has altogether changed. The honorabl 
-member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) i 
as keen as any other honorable membe 
He knows what is happening abroad, and — 
must see that if we do not raise an effec- 
tive wall there will be a general falling — 
away in the conditions of life amore ou 
people. _ 

Mr. Gunaee —I (hiuk that ¢ in tae In 
terests of the people there must be more 
competition and higher development, of 
‘our industries. “ aes 


Mr. CHARLTON. —If we intend | 


es our basic industries. Are we ie 
ing so? Conditions to-day are different 
from those of even fifteen months ago, 
when the existing Tariff was imposed. 
The Minister then decided upon the 
rates set out in the schedule because he 
had at heart, apparently, the welfare of 
Australia’s industries. Has his attitude 
changed? Should we not endeavour to 
meet the situation as it exists to-day? 
have no special brief for the Broken Hill 
Proprietary Company, but it has sought — 
to do a fair thing. The fact that it re- 
fused to accept the bounty furnis 
proof of that. It demonstrates that 
firm was doing all right, and wanted n 
ae by ie of a pony Now, hoy 


Killed, or shall we protect it as it sh 
In speaking so, | am 
standing up merely for the company, but 
for Australia, and the people of - 
tralia. If the Minister cannot see h 
way clear at this moment to grant. 
ther increases in the rates of duty, 
should he not defer the discussion ? 
he will agree to do so, I am certain 
the pressure upon the industry from 
side will have become so acute as ton 


eventually concede som 
reasonable. But if we are to‘b 
arr bay: ; Ps H 5 f , 


witha blank eaened, it ae) mean an in- 
definite prolongation of. the fight. If 
_ the amendment is defeated, I shall move 
another. This schedule will not be. done 
with in a few weeks. The Prime’ Min- 
ister will have returned before we are 
, through with it, if the Government do 
ey not agree to a fair thing. 

Mr. Grecory.—The honorable member 
will get nowhere by that kind of talk. 
 +~Mr. CHARLTON.—I would impress 
- upon the honorable member, and the Go- 
; vernment, that we are in earnest. © 
: Mr. Corsrr.—The honorable member 
f) .and “his colleagues show no respect for the 
_-_—s-views of the majority. ~. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—Such is our re- 


spect that we intend to carry on until we 


shall have er a majority to the 
correct view.’ I perceive that there are 
~ certain honoeapee co. ‘who are sym- 
| _ pathetic, and who would agree to the 


adequate protection of Australia’s great 
industry; but since the Government have 
taken a certain stand, they are content 
~~ to sink their own opinions and range 
themselves behind the Minister. 

Mr. Corszr.—You want your own way, 
anc imagine that nobody else has,a right 
to his. The Government have done a fair 

thing. 

i Mr. CHARLTON. —Up to the present 
we have been very quiet. We have assisted 
the Government with the various items of 
the schedule. 

My. Forsy. oo you got all you 
wanted. 
Mr, CHARLTON. We have asked for 
nothing. We have got nothing. The only 
people who have got anything for which 
* they have asked are the honorable mem- 
bers in the Corner. I again appeal to the 

_ Minister to do the fair thing, and post- 
pone further consideration of the item 
under discussion. 

-Mr. LAVELLE (Calare) [6.3].—1I con- 
3 EE the honorable member for Hun- 
ter (Mr. Charlton) upon his speech and 
, upon the earnestness of his arguments. 
- Lregret, however, that I cannot agree with 
+ him, and do not ‘intend to vote as he de- 
oa sires that a majority of the Committee 
should do. Repugnant as it is to me to 
range myself, even in»division, with the 
- Government and withthe representatives 


lished 
_ cast 


in the Corner, I intend to 
my vote against the amend- 


aa Sig . 
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of the “ Foreign Country party” estab- — 


pony man, or a Free Trader, 


Pisa AOI ae Se SON in) K iytalnS 


ment of the honorable member for 
Neweastle (Mr. Watkins). I believe in 
the adequate protection of every Austra- — 
lian industry. It is high time wwe put an — 
end to the bad old practice of ‘producing ue 
our own raw material, exporting it over-— 


Tariff. 


seas to have it made up into the finished _ 


article, and importing it back here for 
retail sale and consumption among its — 
own original producers. We should rear 

a sufficiently high Tariff wall to enable — 
Australia to become truly self-contained — 
and self-sustained. I cannot go so far, | 
however, as to support the amendment. a 
The degree of protection granted under — 
the schedule is ample. The honorable — 
member for Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) — 
placed his finger upon the weak spot in — 
his own argument when he remarked that 

it was impossible to dissociate steel from 

the well-being of the Australian nation, — 
If the amendment is ‘earried, it will be 
found that we have forced up the .cost 

of the raw material‘so high that it will 

be impossible for subsidiary industries — 
to carry on. I repeat that I find it un- 

pleasant to be compelled, for the first | 
time, to vote for the Government against : 
my colleagues. ‘ 

Mr. Maruews.—In other words, you 
are disinfecting yourself. _ : 

Mr. LAVELLE.—TI do not have to des : 
clare that I am no supporter of the Gor 
vernment. Yet, if the Government intro- 
duce any measure, or take any action, | 
which is in accord with my own views — 
and principles, I am bound, in the cir- 

cumstances, to support them. ee 
~ Dr. EARLE PAGE (Cowper) [6.8]—_ 
In the course of the first speech which I _ 
made upon the Tariff I stated that the 

Country party was prepared to support — 
any reasonable endeavour to maintain 
the industries of Australia. And, in 

spite of the jibes and aspersions hurled 
at us—including the reference to the 
“Foreign Country party’ ’__honorable _ 
members in this corner have done their — 
best to keep up some of the inten Ro 
any rate. : 

Mr. Watxkins.—Hear, hear ! Bananas 
and onions, 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—But we hav 
never received any kudos for our effort, 
On the present occasion I shall be sata 
fied to follow the lead of the Minister 
(Mr. Greene). No one has suggested that 
he is a low Protectionist, or a “‘ foreign 


egret i. eae the oy of ise. Gtecasius 
n Committee at the present stage. There 
- should be no obstructionist tactics in an 
effort to secure something which is be- 
yond the necessities of the situation. The 
fight which is now going on is not for the 
purpose of protecting our iron and steel 
industry, but is an endeavour to prevent 
any possible reduction in wages, however 
_ necessary that course may be by reason 
of the general decline in the price of raw 
ce products, and which decline—it snould 
~ not be overlooked—must materially affect 
the cost. of living. 
- products | in all directions are now ap- 

_ proximating to pre-war rates; and every- 

body would be better off if wages also 
oa at, the same time, tending to pre- 
‘war standards. It seems absurd to sug- 
gest the erection of what might be termed 
a Chinese wall to prevent the importa- 
tion of foreign goods in one industry 
merely because conditions abroad differ 
ce bly from those prevailing in 
_ Australia at present. If we were simi- 
ey protecting every industry, the pro- 
_ position might have my support. 


' Mr. Warxins.—You were prepared to 
_ protect the banana industry. 


a Dr. EARLE PAGE.—That is.so, but 
we are now being asked ta. impose a 
a euviee duty than was found necessary in 

Canada, adjoining the United States of 
_ Ameri ica, with, its huge steel works. © Dis- 
tance gives us a natural protection. 


Mr. Warxins.—The proposed duty. is 
on higher than it was in Canada when 
eer commenced operations. — eee 


Dr. EARLE PAGE. phe: began 
with: a bounty. 


Mr. Watkins. ~ But duties were adtled 


Mhtes. 

Mr. Crartton.—There is no Ptaee 
‘protection, It costs more to. bring timber 
from the’ honorable member’s district 
than it does to import it from America. 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—We are not 

1 ee with the timber industry at pre- 
sent; but iron has ‘to be brought thou- 
sands of miles. There are other means 
_ of protecting this industry than by high 
“protective duties, and. one is. by. giving 
careful: consideration to the question of 
EO er gt, is. remarkable _ that ithe 
are. cea the gulls ae the. steel, are 
| not. asking for this, protection, ook § 


MR. Wersnys.—Are bases not git 


‘Hull Proprietary ‘Company, oan theif 


The prices of raw 


the ae rou nents wat iron. Ae stee 


fication from the Broken Hill Co. 
“mately 2,500 tons. 


paring the © 


= ference—rails, 
plates, £11 2s, Meets ‘Bs, 


Byatt Spa ; 
ESTAR oe Hay B) Peale’ ae ~ 


been. “wit 
et GAS 


last few  aeyen 


| Mr. Grecory. Brie Minister. sd 
it only yesterday. , 


Oe 


representatives in this Chamber, ar 
asking for the imposition of ‘higher 
duties, they are guilty of ‘a gross breach 
of faith with their customers, because .o 
the 4th April 4 this year’ ee ani 


owing to a strike. It seems remarkable — 
that the company should have requested 
their customers to purchase abroad, ” nd 


known that if the rates were increase 
those who had purchased abroad woul 
have to pay additional duties. In the 
Hardware and Machinery J hao 0 
April, 1921, me following statement.a 
pears :— oe 


The Broken Hill Pty! Co. have ‘havi 
trade that no new contracts will be aceépt 
during the next six months. Buyers el 
to effect forward er should look to ove 


seas sources. Cane Sey 


i age ae ae ait 


According to a , letter written thts m nth, 


requirements, The deter’ reads— 


I confirm: my advice that v d 
merchants have placed with us®since the 


I know of conside 
other business Dare through other h 


aye heen ordered for Melbourne and ade 
alone. Very little of this hag arrived, 
although large quantities are now on 
water. If the Ministry’s proposal to iner 
the duty is carried, merchants and users he 
will be penalized, — Tt was not until after they: 
had obtained assurances/from the Broken J il 
Co. that they placed orders for indent. . 


When one analyzes the position an ao 
siders the request that has been: ‘made for 
higher’ duties, really to enable increastd, 
wages to be paid, it is worth while 
pre-war prices — MofeN 
articles with those*fuling to-day. 
pre-war and present prices show this dif 
£8 16s, Sai ‘fis 


» £6 10s. He 


ei spety. rie as vba 


o fe 


tobe AR Ke aoate ees s oS Ay 
Ueda? pL ES aa 
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dE Jey geet ? Speen Mut REN oh a * ; i 
t Mr. CwHaritron.—Why does not the 
honorable ‘member quote the British 
prices for the same period? 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—The increase in 
price is more than equivalent to the total 
increase in wages during that period. The 
Inter-State Commission, when it dealt 
with this matter in 1916, pointed out that 
any basic industry protected by duties, 
and which supplies raw materials to 
secondary industries, involves a very 
heavy burden, not only on the secon- 
dary industries associated with it, but 
on the whole community. The Inter- 
State Commission recommended, a gene- 
ral duty of 17s. 6d. and+a British pre- 
ferential rate of 12s. 6d. High duties 
seriously affect secondary industries, as 


will be seen from a letter I have received ° 


_from an engineer in Ballarat, who is con- 


structing 6% horse-power engines. These 
small industries should be encouraged . 


throughout the Commonwealth, because 
it has already been admitted that their 
establishment means a proper distribu- 
tion of population and the creation of 
loca] markets. The Minister for Trade and 
Customs (Mr. Greene) emphasized the 
point that the main object of the Tariff 
was to assist decentralization. But 
what is occurring? The manufacturer 
to whom I have referred points out that 
the prices of the materials used in the 
manufacture of his engines have in- 
-ereased in this way: Cast-iron, which cost 
£4 to £5 per ton, is at present £13 per 
ton. Steel channels have increased from 


_-- £12 to £38 per ton, and bar-steel from 


£10 to £30 per ton. Bright shafting, 
which cost £17 per ton before the war, is 
now being sold at £56 per ton. This 
manufacturer uses about 30 cwt. of iron 
in a 63-horse-power engine, These figures 
represent an increase in price of £1 per 
ewt., and a direct tax on this little engine 
a A AR haa Dal e's 

Mr. Fenton.—What is the duty on 
such engines? —. nt ar ee 
Dr. EARLE PAGE.—We have not 
yet dealt with the duty upon engines, 


_ but I have no doubt that when we do so 


this manufacturer will be content if his 
industry is treated in a reasonable way. 
When such a burden as I have indicated 


is, placed. upon a subsidiary industry, 


when the people concerned in the iron 


and steel industry have not protested 


against the Tariff under which they have 


been working for nearly eighteen months, 
and when there is no opposition to it in 
the Committee, I cannct account for the: 
amendment. Posie 
Mr. Warxins.—The honorable mem- — 
ber’s party is opposed to the Tariff as” 
introduced by the Minister. hap & 
Dr. EARLE PAGE.—I do not think 
50. in 
Mr. Warxins.—We have been told 
that they intend to move. for a reduction 
of ‘the proposed duty. ‘ 
Dr. EARLE PAGE.—It is true that 


the Country party desire a slight altera- 


tion of the duty im the British prefer- 
ential column, but they are not opposed 
to the duties proposed in the intermediate 
and general columns. I do not see why, 
in the circumstances, these duties should 
be raised 50 per cent. and the secondary 
industries using steel and iron penalized, — 
as they must be if these duties are in- 
creased. It has been suggested that this 
is the proper way in which to deal with 
this matter and the way in which it has — 
been dealt with in other countries. J. 
find that in Canada the policy adopted — 
was to give a bounty of $1 to $3 per ton 
on iron from 1883 up to 1910, during 
which time the production increased from 
526,000 tons to 740,000 tons. From that 
time there was a duty imposed in Canada 
of 8s. 9d. in the British preferential 
Tariff and 14s. 2d. in their intermediate — 
and general Tariff. The output of the. 
industry increased in the next three years 
to 1,128,000 tons. I am inclined to dis- 
pute the statement that wages are very 
much higher in Australia than in Canada 
or America, and [ have to inform honor- 
able members that, with the experience — 
to which I have referred, the Canadian — 
Parliament, in 1919, proposed that— __ 
Rolled iron or steel hoop, band, scroll or 
strip, number fourteen gauge and thinner, and — 
rolled iron or steel sheet, when imported by — 
manufacturers for use only in their own fae- — 
tories in the manufacture of galvanized iron 
or steel hoop, band, scroll, strip or sheet-—— 


should be admitted free. i a 
Mr. Grecory. — Free from any 
country ? | week 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—Yes, free from 
any country.’ Surely it is worth our 
while to accept the protection offered by. 
the Minister for Trade and Customs in 
view of ‘the fact that, under our Tariff, 


so far, the steel and iron industry here 


has reached its present prosperity. The 
Broken Hill Company has had a series of 


Ns 


oy 


| Tarif. : 


eecocatnl. years, and we ‘might give the 
duties proposed by the Minister a trial 
before deciding to penalize the secondary 
industries using steel and iron. It seems 
to me that the time has come when we 
should not only build up industries by 


should also rather try to improve our 
methods by more economical manage- 
ment, and by making proper use of all 
the power available. J understand -that 
in the Neweastle district there are ten 
_ or eleven power plants, each one of which 
has a_ horse-power production almost 
“double what would*be necessary if one 
-eentral power plant were established, 
which could provide all the power 
necessary at the Newcastle works at the 
present time. Sir Arnold Gridley, when 
‘in Australia, last year,.told me that in 
_ England it was proposed to adopt means 


fof this kind. He said that by concentra- . 


‘tion and co-ordinating power plants, using 
sixteen central plants instead of 643 over- 
lapping plants in use at the present time, 
they expect to save the consumption of 

100, 000,000 tons of coal in England this 
year, and by that means rehabilitate the 

- whole of the British manufacturing en- 
_ terprises. This concentration of power 
is a factor of future development which 
should be given consideration. Certain 
honorable members have talked of *hold- 
ing up the Committee for weeks on end 
because others do not see eye to eye with 
them in connexion with thesé duties, but 
if that course were to be adopted in con- 

-nexion with every proposal submitted, we 
_ might be in session for ten or twelve years 
if an election did not intervene. 

_ Mr. WATKINS (Neweastle) [6.27].— 
I do not propose to say very much more 
on this item. ‘The discussion upon it has 
_ shown that there is a determination on 

the part of the Government and of the 

Country party to frame this Tariff en- 
 tirely in the interest of people on | the 
land. 
Mr. Lavetie.—The honorable ee 
| “should take a broader view, and should 
not think only of the Newcastle steel 

works. 

: Mr. WATKIN S.—I say this because 
i ‘of the way in which the Tariff has so far. 
been dealt with. Every increase of duty. 
_ that has been accepted has been for the 

; benefit of industries which honorable 
members of, the Country party desire to 
aaa The honorable. | member. ; for — 


_ (REPRESENTA IVES.) 


putting ‘Tariff walls around them, but . 


generally are prepared to do, the fair thi 


tention that to increase the duties on Pp: ee 


the members of the Country party. - 


figures to support that statement; ye t 


not so altered, I would not ask fo 


the Tariff, and: the competition of 


yt ae (Dr, Earle Pazels had not the 
vantage of hearing the previous disc 
sion of this item, or he would not 
made the speech. to which we have jus a 
listened. He gave us a little lecturette 
on the operations of the industry in 0 
electorate, and suggested what might b 
done by a concentration of electric powe 
and economic management all round: He 
told us that he is satisfied with the duties 
proposed by the Minister, and considers 
them ample to enable the industry to be 
carried on successfully. | 


tae 


Sitting suspended from 6. 30 to 8 p. mM. 


Mr. WATKINS .—Notwithstanding the 
diversity of the opinions expressed in this 
debate, I think that honorable members 


by what is the national industry of Aus- 
tralia. IL have drawn attention to a 


have bee in connexion with iene Pp A 
tecting primary production, 1 eed 
to those increases because I am ate 


iron for the protection of the iron ai d 


ducers. It is on that point that we 
support the amendment are at issue ° 


Minister (Mr. Greene) told us. that 
will take steps to rectify the posi 
caused by unfavorable exchanges; but. 
I have said before, this cannot be don 
increasing duties, and my claim for 
proposed increases is based on o 
grounds. JI have stated that condit 
have altered so materially since the Ta 
was brought down that the rates prop 


on many more, “and I have gee: 


is glibly said that no case has been made 
out for the amendment. Had conditions 
creases. At the present time there is 
employment in one of the subsidiar 
dustries coming within this divisio 


called Belgian steel, which I belie 
be of German origin, is such that ix 
oy for contracts | the re n 


— last 
in” Australia 


~ country ? 
- imerease of 500 per cent. in the duties on 


thing will be done in the future. 
- not know whether the “ 


the scene. 


p08 


a Perit 
pe | weeks, been beaten 
and 
industry, which is the biggest in the 


Members have voted for an 


some of the items of the Tariff, and now 
‘will not vote for an increase of 50 per 


cent. to make effective rates which at the 
_ present time give practically no protection 


I have no desire to establish mono- 
I do ngt know a 


at all. 
polies in Australia. 


shareholder in thé Broken Hill Com- 


pany, and’all I know of Messrs. Hoskins 
Brothers’ concern is that it is a very big 
organization. I have always felt that 


__ the iron and steel industry cannot be 


established in this country unless as a 
Government enterprise, or by a company 
strong enough to meet the financial strain 
of the enterprise. None of the amendments 
to which the’ Minister has agreed have 
had the support which is being extended 
to the proposal I have put before the 
Committee, yet the Government will make 
ne concessions. There was hope a day 


- or two ago that some relief might be 


given, but now we are asked to be con- 
tent with the promise of the Acting Prime 
Minister (Sir Joseph Cook). that some- 
I do 
whip” has been 
used, but certainly a change has come over 
The honorable member for 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory) admits that the 


iron and steel industry employs between 
30,000 and 40, 000 eae directly and’ 


indirectly. 


Mr. Grecory.—The proposed increases 
of duties will prejudicially affect those 
indirectly connected with the industry. 


Mr. WATKINS.—How can that be 
The increases will benefit them: Be- 
cause, at the time of the stewards’ strike, 


the Broken Hill Proprietatry Company 


notified its clients throughout Australia 
that, as it was not able to get supplies, and 
saw no probability of getting them within 
a reasonable time, they should buy what 
they wanted where they could get it, the 
‘Leader of the Country party (Dr. Earle 
Page) has suggested that the company 
was not in a position to meet the require- 


vt ments of Australia Pane normal Soe 
= 4 tions. . 


Aes ge 1921. 1 


% 
both | 
| in New Zealand. 
_ “Is there — any. industry more entitled 
to protection than the iron and _ steel 


pig iron to protect the industry in Aus- — 


gins ae iui Scaled ie Ree RERUN pin cS KIN ee 
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Mr. Cibectenee: eb Bias argument was: that. 
the duties should not be increased for a 
couple of months to come, because of the 
shipments now on the water that. ‘were 


ordered under those circumstances. —_— 


Mr. Cuaritron.—We are prepared ae 
hold off for three months, ee 
Mr. WATKINS.—Yes. What t. 
company did was done with a view to 
helping its clients at a time of trouble; © 
its action on that oceasion is no evidence “ 


‘that in normal times it could not supply 
their wants. 


I am with the Minister in — 
desiring to prevent dumping, and hail 
with satisfaction his statement that he 
intends to prevent it. It is not the fear 
of dumping which necessitates action 
along the lines which I have indicated, 
but the fact that the existing duty is 
practically inoperative, and that during e 
the past few weeks our own manufacturers _ 
have been beaten for contracts upon ordi- 
nary commercial lines by importations — 
from overseas. Of course, the Acting 
Prime Minister has pointed out that all | 
companies must be unsuccessful’ in their 
tenders from time to time. I admit that, 
but I deny that it is a fair thing for ‘the. 
head of a Protectionist Government to 
argue that our manufacturers, when they | 
tender at bedrock prices, should be beaten 
by manufacturers overseas, 


Mr. Fotny—-The difference in greta | 
along our coast was almost the difference — 
between the British and Broken Hill. He 
prices. ” | 


Mr. WATKINS.—The interinece of 
the honorable member for - Rane . 
illustrates the urgent need which exists 

for the increased duty for which Tj am 
asking. The honorable member has png 
plied me with a very potent reason why — 
an increased duty should be levied upon ~ 


tralia. Why have we sought protection — 
for any of our industries?) Need I remind : 
honorable members that very frequently — ‘ 
pig iron comes to Australia as shipping — 
ballast, and thereby pays no freight what- © 
ever? We all know that this particular — 
commodity can’ be obtained cheaper 
abroad. But during the war period the 
would have been financial chaos in th 
country had not the iron and steel indus- 
try here sold its products to our people | 
at less than half the price at which they — 


| Rone have been purchased abroad. eae 


ie whole of the ivaniscmntineniol railway 
line was built of Australian steel. 


ae ‘Mr. ‘WATKIN S Piatt ‘e was ‘aude 


the impression that honorable members 


tically build the transcontinental line out 
of ores produced in the Commonwealth, 
“ and at a price which showed that our 
- manufacturers did not take advantage of 
the abnormal conditions which prevailed 
at the time of its construction. We have 
- been told that the increased duty proposed 
would penalize the men upon the land. — 
Dr. Eartz Paer.—It was the secondary 
- industries to which we chiefly referred. 
Mr. WATKINS.—I ‘do not believe 
that an increased measure of protection 
would make agricultural implements, such 
“as harvesters, any dearer than they are 
ad But, even if it is so, the pur- 
_ chasers of those implements would pay 
the duty only once in perhaps twenty 


years, whereas we have already levied im- 


_ posts upon articles upon which the great 
mass of the people will have to pay 
aie every day of the year. I ask the 
- members of the Country party to realize 
» that if our primary industries are to be 
_ granted fair conditions, equal considera- 


tion should be meted re to those other in- 


' dustries in this country which employ 
‘quite as many workers as they do. The 
iron and steel industry has already been 
_established at two places in one State, and 


I hope, in the near future, to see it estab- 


lished by the State Government in 
~ Queensland. 
done, I submit that we have no right to 
jeopardize: the future of the industry by 
_ permitting competition from outside. Do 
my honorable friends in the Country party 


‘imagine that if our Australian industries 


were completely wiped out they would be 


able to purchase agricultural machinery 
_ from the Trusts, which we cannot control, 
‘in other parts of the world any cheaper 
‘than it can be purchased to-day? Why, 
we should then occupy a position ten times 
worse than we shall do if we offer 


every legitimate encouragement to the 


genuine industries of this country. 
_ I have endeavoured to explain the posi- 
_ tion which obtains in my own electorate, 


not get it. 


pi are (oreraed in et iat 
Mr. Forry.—Not nearly the shold of ¥ 


would be proud of the fact that we had 


reached that stage when we could prac- Pect any employer to grant them tho 


on the local market by cheap import ee 


In view of what has been . 


| arrived, but his a ee i 


where men are in need of work and can-— 
lam anxious 1 0 see that the 


works there is not made worse by impor- | 
tations from abroad. I have pve 3 
stood for the best *eonditions procurab sie 
for the working» men of Australia. — “But” i 
I recognise that it is unreasonable to ex- | 


conditions if we allow him to, be robbed 


tions from overseas. Believing th: 
there is a real need for the increased duty 
which I have proposed in order that th 

particular industry may be kept going, 
ask the Minister to reconsider’ his d 
sion and to afford it the relief sane 
seek. His speeches have clearly ex- — 
pressed his anxiety to do all that he can ~ 
for Australian industries, and yet for 
some inexplicable reason he will not co 
sent to the proposed increase of duty 
respect of this item, which will largely 
govern the duties which will be levied 
upon succeeding items. In order t t oie 
justice may be done to the thousands of 
men who are interested in the industries 
I ask him to agree to my amendment. 


(Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [8. 28 ].- 
rise at this late stage to appeal to t 
Minister (Mr. Greene) to adopt 
more. reasonable attitude towards 

amendment. [I know that this qu 
tion has been debated very ful 
from both sides of thé Chamber, and ¢ 
tainly the Minister has been affor 


member for N eM One Watkins) 
From a perusal of the Minister’s a ch 


ie | 


conclusion that the Minister hing 
really in favour of the enone 


Heo they certainly show thay Ir 
nise the importance of the industry é 
the necessity which exists for maintal 
ing it. . 


his interjection. 
wrong in the Gibran at which Tt 


favour she the. end nt of the honor- 
able member for Ne eweastle, which has 
~ been so ably supported by other honorable 


‘ members. In saying that, I do not wish 
Pod in any way to detract from the very able 


and. cogent. arguments in the same direc- 


_ tion which have been. used by. some of 
HE my 1onorable. friends opposite. I rise 
ROW. ‘not to make a long speech, but to 

appeal to the Minister to take a rea- 
sonable attitude upon this question. I 
» have no fault to find with his statement 
of the issue. 
whether the duty proposed in the 
schedule is adequate. A large portion of 
the debate, however, has not been directed 
‘to: that issue. J have listened to irrele- 


_ of my 
party, 
except 
mittee. 
of the 


dealing with all sorts of things 

the real issue before the Com- 
I am pleased to see the Leader 

Country party (Dr. Earle Page) 

in his place. _ 

4 Mr. Cuarrtron.—He is more’ 

We ested in bananas than steel. 

‘Mr. RYAN.—Still, I know that he is 

of a very high order of intelligence, and 
‘I should like to hear his views upon this 

ue VELY important question. 

Dr. Eartz Paer.—lI spoke just before 

we adjourned for dinner. 

Mr. RYAN.——I regret that T was 
absent; it is my'loss. I take it that 
in dealing with the question-of whether 
the existing duty is adequate, what we 


inter- 


have to consider is, “Is the duty set out 
in the Tariff, and supported, up to the 


- present, by ‘the Minister, such as_ will 


me fully and profitably employed in supply- 


_ ing the complete requirements of the 
Celine: Commonwealth ? ie wis. 1, sufficient to do. 


ave othat ? 
Mr. Gremnr. ip heliave RSA ial 

Mr. RYAN.—I hear from my honor- 

a) se friends on this side, who, I am. sure, 


the subject, that it is not so. JI have 
listened to the able and eloquent appeals 
of the honorable member for Newcastle, 
in which he has referred to large num- 
’ bers of men in his constituency who are 
unable to obtain employment, or are 
threatened with unemployment in_ the 
near future, because the Minister refuses 
to give that meed of ee which, it 
vis contended, is | necessary, 


to give the industry’ adequate protec tion 
_ but not such protection as will enable it 


‘The question he ‘says, 1s) 


yancies, coming, particularly, from some 
honorable friends of the Country 


enable the steel works in ‘Australia to be: 


are in possession of all the evidence on. 


Mr. nesta Lamonn. —We must not 
lose sight of the fact that in this same 
industry in the competing countries there as 
are far more men unemployed. 

Mr. RYAN.—I do not know whath 
attitude the honorable member takes up. 

‘Mr.’ Heoror‘Lamonp.—I am prepared 


fs 


to profiteer in Australia. 

Mr. RYAN.—Does the honorable 
member suggest that the increased duty 
proposed by the honorable member for. 
Newcastle would prove to be more. ‘thar 
adequate protection? 

Mr. Hector Lamonp. ss think 
would. 

Mr. RYAN.—I should like to eae Be 
honorable member’s reasons for tha 
view. 1 am prepared to give every 
honorable member, credit for his views, 
but we are dealing now in a non- party i | 
manner with a very meee as question, : 


eu tees 


grounds upon which we come to a a 
clusion such as that just stated by the 
honorable member for Illawarra. It may 
be that.he has given his reasons to the 
Committee. I have not had an oppor: : 
tunity of hearing them. Me 
Mr. Heeror Lamonn.—I think ihe oh 
upon those who ask for ‘the increased _ 
duty there is cast the onus of showing | 
that it is necessary. a 
Mr. RYAN.—That may be, but I do. : 
not think it 1s quite a question of onus. — 
We may conclude that the onus is not 
upon any particular party. u 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—Not upon 
party. : 
Mr. RYAN.—By party I mean th 
honorable member proposing the increase 
The onus should be upon the Minister t 
show that the duty that he proposes i 
sufficient to enable this great key indus 
try of the Commonwealth to be developed 
to its fullest extent. After all, we are’ 
here actuated only by patriotic motives— 
by a desire to develop this vast continen 
as a great self-contained nation. If we 
are not here for that purpose, then we 
have failed utterly to learn the lessons of 
the war. LON 
Mr. Hxeoror Lamonn.—But if, in at-— 
tempting to help one industry, we place ‘ 
an undue burden upon others, we sha 
also fail in our, duty. 


z we RYAN, aod ee not propose to ao 

that. I do not subscribe to the argu- 
ments of those in this chamber who say, 
Si What does it matter if another £1 per 
_ton is put upon galvanized iron? It will 
‘not make much, difference in the cost of a 
house.” I am not arguing ‘from that 
- stand-point. ‘My contention is that if we 
impose. a duty which is sufficient to de- 
velop these great secondary industries, in 
the final analysis the sum total of advan- 
_tage to the individual who buys that gal- 
vanized iron is more than the additional 
cost which he pays for it. That is to 
_ «Say, as an individual in the community— 
considering the community as .a whole— 
the preponderance of advantage to him is 
greater than the actual additional price 
- that he may have to pay for the particu- 
yar article. Does my honorable friend 
s de to my statement of the case? 

_ Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—N Sa i seh 


_ RYAN.—Then we come down tp 
ue question of whether or not this duty 
is required in order to enable that de- 
velopment to take place. My honorable 
_ friends of the Country party will not - 


who is advocating this increased duty to 
_ damage any section of the community. 

a Mr. Srewarr.—The increase might 
have that effect, 
- Mr. RYAN.—That is all a matter of 
inference. Will my honorable friend ad- 

mit that we must have secondary indus- 

_ tries in this country? 

_ Dr. Eartz Pacu.—We have proved in 
our speeches that an increased price for 
this commodity would damage secondary 
| industries. 

Mr. RYAN.—It may be one of those 
alt proofs. You may have to pay a 
little more for the thing that you require, 
but. the sum total of advantage to you as” 
an individual in the community is greater 
than the additional amount you have’ to 

_ pay for that particular thing: 
- Dr. Eartze Pacn.—We suggest what 

(es Inter-State Commission suggested 
was the proper way of dealing with a 

_ basic industry—that we should deal with 
in by way of bounty. 
Mr. RYAN.—I 


am not BORE 


sion. 
gir.’ ce ea the eM ee 
Commission did not make that statement. 


is raised the riety oe wil 


suggest that it is the intention of any one 


phrases from the Inter-State Commis- — 7 
ai not have that effect. =. 


damnified out of proportion to the | 


of the hols community ? 
friend is silent. 


member had heard is none he ell 
not have asked such a-silly question, 
Mr. RYAN.—The honorable ‘mem! 
for Indi (Mr. Robert Cook) may le 
his Leader to answer for himse lw 
it to be clearly understood that I will 
not take second place to my honorab ct ; 
friends of the Country party, or any one 
else, in my desire to benefit the primary 
producers. I have always said that, both 
here and in another place. [I believe tl 
it is essential to the welfare as well as 


ever, obtain ise caanutacuieal arti 
somewhere, ale the ely ect. is a 


our own workmen, or cee them > ino n 
abroad. If eekly are obtained from 0 


best. of all Sree for our “primary ae 
ducers. 
Mr, Corser.—The honorable ‘membe 
is forgetting the ‘subsidiary interests 
which are quite as large as those of 
basic industry. ay 
Mr. RYAN.—I am trying to a 
the interests of the community © 
whole, and I should fail in ee duty 


Mr. Cosekn arat ae ca 
honorable member give us that we 
get additional protection for all the st 
sidiary industries? Every foundry 
Australia would be affected by this 
posed increased duty, and there are 
men employed in our foundries than 
engaged in the Broken Hill iron ee i 
works. 

Mr. RYAN.—The raising of. thi ; 
will not close up those foundries. 

Mr. Corser.—I do not know that 


Mr, RYAN.—I have heard 
ene baat it pedi : 


Pa 


z ~ member can show me that the carrying of 
the amendment would result in the clos- — 
ing up of foundries and other subsidiary 


industries, I will listen to him. 
Mr. Hxcror Lamonp.—It is_ stated 
| that the price of iron in Australia to-day 
is 300 per cent. above the pre-war price. 
Is the honorable member prepared to in- 
crease the duty so that that price may. 
be continued? — 
Mr. RYAN.—I am now addressing 
myself to the amendment proposed by 


_ the honorable member for Newcastle, and 


the very eogeny oe. that he ad- 
duced. 

Mr. Hector Lamonp. —His arguments 
were directed to show that, in order to 
maintain the present price, this increased. 
duty is necessary. 

Mr. RYAN.—I take it that it is in 
order to maintain the industry, and to 
secure to those engaged in it suitable 
jJabour and wage conditions. I have heard 
‘quite a number of irrelevant arguments. 
I have heard the gibe thrown across the 
floor of this chamber that the Labour 
party are supporting the Broken Hill 
‘Proprietary Company. 

Mr. Srewart.—Ii have heard the 
Labour party. say some very unkind 
things about the company. 

‘Mr. RYAN.—Very likely. That only 
goes to show how impartial the Labour 
party are on this question. 

Mr. StewartT.—lIt goes to show that 
the Labour party can, if necessary, trim 
their sails. 

Mr. RYAN.—No. I am prepared to 
criticise the Broken Hill Proprietary 
Company, or any other corporation, if I 
think they are doing wrong. In such cir- 


cumstances, I will attack and expose 


them.. : 
Mr. Hector Lamonp.—That is one of 
the advantages of having them here in- 


ay stead of getting supplies from overseas. 


Mr. RYAN.—Exactly. We have them 
here under our control. I am not going 
‘to be deterred from doing what I con- 

ceive to be my duty by the gibe that this 
proposed increase is to promote the in- 
terests of some large corporation or com- 
pany. Have I not heard honorable 
members of the Country party say from 
public platforms that there ought to be a 
better understanding between labour and 
capital—that labour and capital should 
co-operate? Yet now the gibe is thrown 


at us that, because labour is co-operating 


America and on the Continent of Europe 


‘pass without making an effort, in ¢o 


terests of the country. This is not a 
question of some big corporation, but a- 
question of the welfate of Australia 
itself. I have had too much experiene 
of the judgment of the people of Aus 
tralia to believe that they ,are goin 
to give any weight to a suggestior 
that we are acting in the interes 
of a great corporation. It is not % 
question of trusts and combines. There 
are trusts and combines overseas, In 


Do honorable members opposite wish coe ‘ 
buy from those distant combines over 
whom we have no control? The fact is 
that a vast amount of irrelevancy has 
been imported into the argument. If 
the Broken Hill Proprietary Company 
are carrying on their business without _ 
giving the community and their cus-~ a 
tomers: a, fair deal, if they are builaiiel 
up a trust or combine, it is the duty of 
the Minister (Mr. Greene) to take steps _ 
to counteract their action. The honor- _ | 


able gentleman says he proposes to take © 


such steps, and I understand. that hhe- ‘ 
thinks he has power to do so. | 

Mr, Grrenz.—We have rors to take 
the duty away. 

Mr. RYAN.—You have more power 
than that. : 

Mr. Grecory.—The iron and well cor- a 
poration are absolutely in control now in 
Melbourne. 

Mr. RYAN.—The remedy for tae 
sort of thing is not to remove the dae 
and so render it impossible for the in- : 
dustry to be profitably carried on in this — 
country. This can only drive the trust 
or combine overseas, and leave it at 
liberty to send its products here all hey 
same, with the result that we shall lose — 
our own market and the country, will 
suffer. 

Mr. Heoror Lamonp.—And we shall 
have to buy at a highly increased cost. 

Mr. RYAN.—Quite so. I may ga 
that I speak under great difficulty, hav- 
ing been suffering from a severe cold for 
quite a month. Otherwise, I should have 
taken a moré active part in the debat 
but I could not allow this occasion to 


junction with my colleagues who have 
fought here so ably, determinedly, and — 
reasonably. For they have fought reason- _ 


‘ably. There has been tio aan ‘or 


ne Baninecrngy 2 


» been appealed to to take a reasonable 
position. The honorable gentleman said 
that if honorable members would let 
; othe item, pass, they could raise the 
question — again on the general Tariff. 
- What did he mean by that? Surely he 
meant something? Surely it implied that 
he was prepared to give reasonable con- 
sideration to the matter if it was raised 
on the general Tariff? But he has given 
“us no assurance that even he himself will 
exercise the great influence he un- 
~doubtedly possesses with his party to in- 
duce them to agree to the raising of the 
: Oe Tariff. Will he give us any such 
- assurance ? | 
_ Mr. Greenz.—No. 
Mr. RY AN.—Will the honorable mem- 
_ ber give me an assurance that he will 
seriously consider the matter? 
_. Mr. Greens. — I have given it every 
i consideration. 
_ Mr. RYAN.—Does that mean that the 
ne doors are closed to any further considera- 
tion, even of the general Tariff? 


Mr. Greenz.—I am afraid it does, so 


far as | am concerned. 
Mr, RYAN.—The honorable gentleman 
does not say that very emphatically, and 
I am sure there:is still hope. If some 
_ of my honorable friends opposite, who 
are in better voice than myself, will place 
their views before the Committee, they 
will probably have more influence with 
the Minister than I have. Has the hon- 
-orable member for Darwin (Mr. Bell), 
| for example, put his views on the matter ? 
_ Mr. Brri.—I have, indeed ! 
- Mr. RYAN.—I have not heard the 
; honorable member for Wide Bay (Mr. 
Corser). Will he be good enough to 
argue. the matter? May we hope to 
again hear the honorable member for 
_ Adelaide (Mr. Blundell). or the honorable 
; member for Fremantle (Mr. Burchell) ? 
I have received no assurance that we 
shall have the pleasure of, listening to 
any honorable member behind the ‘Min- 
ister in support of the motion of the hon- 
; _ orable member for Newcastle, though, 
_ perhaps, we may hear some of our honor- 


able friends in the Corner with. some | 


ag arguments against the amendment. 
» Mr. Srawarr.-You will, if you can, » 


no overweening — attitude; 
on the contrary, the Minister has rather’ 
“argument to a that the. industr 


during the last few days, over an 


ton), who have spoken mostly o 


amendment are required in order to pro 


tion of the duty.’ 
British, duty. 


. his reasons: for this. proposed 
eer us that under the ee caiieds a 


this ‘ ‘au die ‘dru? 
not carry on. There. hae not b 


not be conducted under i 58: 
tions. 


Mr. RYAN. — Have we nok lis 


arsuments from honorable eS 
this side to the effect that conditions h 
so changed since the Tariff was impos 
that, comparatively, it is practically equi 
valent to. no Tariff at all. 

Mr. Brtu.—You cannot say that! 

Mr, Warxins. —The eos on ap: 


Watkins) dace i 
Mr. GREGORY. —It i is perfectly clear th 


when it was cst on. \ i 
Mr. RYAN.—Then why) was a 
on? Does the Minister say the) wi 
justification for it? 

Mr. Greenzr.—There was not a e n 
it required at that time. 
Mr. RYAN.—The Mainister agrees: 
that there was no eae for putting 
the duty on. ee 
Mr. Gremnu.—wN: 0, I do not. 


cation for the duty, the Committee” 8 
have been told. | sy 
_ Mr. Greenz.—lI have told the 
mittee three or four times. j 
Mr. RYAN.—In any event, the hoi 
able member for Newcastle and th 
orable member for Hunter (Mr. . 


question, based their position on th 
gument that conditions have ch 
within the last eight months; indeec 
have gone further and contended tl 
this were a new question, now raised for 
the first time, the duties proposed in the 


perly: develop the industry. 
that the honorable member for Dar 
(Mr. Gregory) proposes to move a re 


» Mr. Grecory —Only i in ‘Ha case 0 ‘ of 


oMr. RYAN. “Tien ‘ome 
honorails member to place the wk 


‘ment before the % 


‘seems to be a general protest from hon- 
-orable members on all sides against my 
‘invitation to the honorable member for 

Dampier, but I do not share their view. 


I would listen with the greatest 
‘pleasure to the honorable member, and 
f promise to keep an open mind. If he can 
| furnish cogent and ‘convincing reasons 
why this duty should not be raised, or, 
moreover, why it should be lowered, I 
shall maintain an open mind as to how I 
> shall cast my vote. But, ut the present 
time, there is an overwhelming preponder- 
% ance of evidence in favour of the amend- 
ment that has been moved from this side. 
I hope that, even at this late stage, the 
Minister will reconsider his position, and 
give us an assurance that the door is not 
_ ¢losed to any proposal for raising the 
general Tariff. I do not intend to delay 
the Committee any further at this stage, 
but I trust that some honorable members 
opposite will advance reasons such as I 
_ have asked for, in order that we may fur- 
ther discuss the question. 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister for 
Trade and Oustoms) [8.58].—TI make one 
further appeal to the Committee to come 
to a vote. I do not propose to go over 
the whole ground again. I have covered 
it on several occasions already. . The hon- 
_ orable member for Newcastle (Mr. Wat- 
kins) complains that there are certain 
men out of work in his constituency, and 
says that their idleness is because of the 
_-Anadequacy of the duty. That is not the 
reason for the unemployment. I know 
what the real reason is, and it arises from 
circumstances which J desire to see put 
right at the first possible moment. I 
. suggest to the honorable member that 
every hour we spend unnecessarily over 
_ this item postpones the time when we can 
_ deal with the unemployment matter. 


_ -Mr. Ryan.—Let us hope the time is not 
unnecessarily spent. 


Mr. GREENE—1I ie) state the 
broad fact that every hour we spend un- 
necessarily debating this item postpones 
the period when we can deal with the real 
root cause of the unemployment in the 
Newcastle constituency. I know all about 
that unemployment, and I am only too 
anxious to put an end to it at the earliest 
“moment. : | 


> Mr. Pine: What i is s the real cause 
vie the Hi Nga ge Beye cans 


‘Australia. 


Mr. GREENE.—The. real cause arises e 


out of the exchange position. 


Mr. Brennan.—That:is too indefinite: ) 


for me! 
Mr. 
ber for Newcastle (Mr. Watkins) ha 


said that the onus is on the Governmen Hoe 
to show that the duties in the schedule are Gy 
I believe the duties to be ade- 


adequate. 


quate, and I shall tell the Committee why. 
In the frst year of the war—1914- 15—we 
imported 51,189 tons of pig iron, and the 
If honorable. BK 


average price was £3 8s. 


GREENE—Tho honorable meqae 


members take the trouble to work the © 
figures out, they (will find that the duties — 


dom rate, and 59 per cent., 
general rate. 
see pig iron sold at that price again. — 


Mr. Warxrs.—The Tariff was not in 


force then. 


Mr. GREENE.—Of course, it was foe 
I am simply giving what the — 
rates in this Tariff represent approxi- — 
mately on the pre-war values of pig iron. © 
‘Even though we shall probably never see 
those values again, these duties do repre- — 


in force. 


‘proposed mean. 29 per cent. United King- — 
practically, — 
I do not suppose we shall No 


sent on that raw product of many sub- 


sidiary industries probably one of the ~ 
highest rates in the whole Tariff. on the 


base material of any industry. 


Mr. Fenron.—What is the price of im- _ 
‘That is Ythe 


ported pig iron to-day? 

question. . 
Mr. GREENE.—About £8 per ton. 
Mr. 


pre-war price. 


Mr. GREENE.—I do not think we are a 
going to see pig iron remain at £8 per © 
ton indefinitely, nor do I think it is neces- _ 


Fenton.—Then base your per- 
centage duties on that and not on the me 


sary to have that price to keep the indus- vA 


try going on thoroughly sound lines in — 
I believe the duties we have i 
laid down in this schedule are adequate. — 
They are those to which we gave in the — 
preparation of the Tariff, perhaps, more 
detailed consideration and thought than 
to any other series of duties in the whole a 
schedule, because we recognised the basie Ge 
nature of the industry and its tremendous — 
importance from a national point of — 
view in whatever way and ftom whatever _ 
stand-point it was considered. It was be- — 
cause of our desire to see the ine : 


established on a thoroughly sound | basis 


that :we fixed the rates set out in | “the 


Séhiedulensiore Bos ae Se ed 


_ ehanges. 


Bhan pile Piles Minister (Sir 


aye i‘ oseph Cook) to-day pointed out that 
rot: 
duties; but we also propose to make 
provision against direct dumpmg. 
propose to 
dumping caused through the extraordin- 


are we proposing these 


only 
We 


make provision against 


ary position of the international ex- 
Further than ‘that, the Acting 


Prime Minister gave the Committee a 
definite pledge and undertaking that if, 


after these duties are passed in the Tariff, 


a and after we have had. experience enabl- 
ing us to ascertain definitely whether or 


not the provision made is adequate from 


? every conceivable stand-point, we find 


"the position is. 


that it is not, then the Government will 
u bring down a further schedule of duties 
in connexion with these items. 


Mr. Frenron.—He said “ instantly.” 

Mr. GREENE.—At once; that is, 
when we have definitely ascertained what 
If there is adequate 


ae proof, then, that these duties are insuffi- 


cient, the Gavdcanient Wave given to the 
Committee that definite pledge of what 
_ they will do. 


I appeal to the honorable 
member for Newcastle (Mr. Watkins) and 


those who have fought with him to ob- 


i tain. this increase to recognise, in view 
of all these circumstances, that they have 
secured from the Government such pledges 
for the future of this industry as can leave 


es no reasonable doubt in their minds that 


the Government are just as anxious as 


they are to see the industry definitely 


established on proper lines and main- 
tained in this country for all time. See- 


ing that we have given that pledge, I ap- 


. i them out! 


ce McWILLIAMS pes ay he not ah 
: to wipe the pee Ps out, but uD oe not want 


peal to the Committee to come to a vote 


now and let us proceed with the business. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [9.4]. 


—I am one of those. who were in the 


House when we had the first great.discus- 


‘sion on the establishment of the iron in- 
dustry in Australia. At that time a small 


bounty was asked for, or, in lieu of the 
bounty, a duty of 123 per cent., but the 


- House in its Bee declined to grant 
the duty, and offered a substantial bounty. 
I have had the pleasure of going through 


the Broken Hill Proprietary Company’s 
works. They are a credit to Australia. 
Mr. Maruews.—And you want to wipe 


Mr. 


work. 


‘at work. 


and Railways, for steel rails, a uniforn 


7 trade unions there robbed the peor 
in Australia, and I believe it ea 


up with duties which enables 
i one the Tariff plone inst a 


to zi iti ina Lposltinn to wip 
and ‘ kindred — industries. » 
placed in my hands some figures bea 
on this question. ‘I will take the iron ¢ 


from one ue of Aviattale to. ae 
in every blacksmith’s bt and on 


Before the war, iron and sé 
bars from 13 inch by 4 inch, were £11 
per ton. To-day. that size and over 
£34 per tén, Melbourne price, while - 
smaller sizes the Melbourne price is £% 
per ‘ton. Yet men have the conscience 
to tell us that the industry cannot stand. — 
I honestly believe there is a combinati 
Those prices could not 
sibly obtain otherwise. se 

It was pointed out the otted eve 
that when tenders were called by 
O’Malley, the then Minister for W 


price of £8 per ton was by an exti 
ordinary coincidence quoted — Gi 
America, Great Britain, and ‘Europe 
That, we were told, was the Combi: 
price. The price to- -day for the s 
rails manufactured in Australia is 
£17 10s. per ton. My honorable friend 
opposite say, “ We know there are trusts 
and combines, and that high duties ele) 
courage them.” _ Any one who has rea¢ 
what the Iron aad Steel Combine 
done in America knows that if there is. 
industry in the world that has been e 
ploited it is this, and that if any 
of workers has been treated in an 
famous fashion it is 
Pittsburg. 


Mr. Greenr.—But the 
part about it is that a lot of peopl 
on having the cheap goods which _ 7 
made out of the blood of the workmen, 

Mr. McoWILLIAMS Yeu and tl Gea: 
who made their blood-stained mi 
out of the blood of the workme 
America were the Carnegies an 
manufacturers who entered into a 
bine, and by their arrangement wit 


America and became millionaires, 
I want to see this industry conti 


tinue, but we can do no greate: 
to an honest industry than to |] 


iA 


J UNE, 1921 ee 


EN energy, dGhiees bad Baslity of thea manu- 
ae facturer and his workmen. ‘The honor- 
able member for West Sydney (Mr. 
_ Ryan) talked about the very desirable 

combination of labour and capital. That 

is a combination which I should be 

pleased to see, but when it is a com- 

bination between the Chamber of Manu- 

factures and the trade unions to rob the 
| people of Australia, it is something 
which I am very sorry to see brought 
about. I ask my honorable friends 
- opposite, who are trying to force up these 
duties still higher, to read what their 
confréres in Great Britain are doing on 
this very subject. They are protesting 
against the manufacturers who exploited 
‘the people of Great Britain during the 
war. The Labour leaders there are 
saying, age exploitation must cease, 


to continue to, rob the people as they 
have been doing.” Prices such as I have 
just quoted must make any one consider. 
There is not a country district in Aus- 
tralia where this material is not used. 
It is the bedrock of the whole of the 
industry in every smithy in the Common- 
wealth, and when the price has been 
raised from £11 to £70 per ton 
Mr. Parxer Moronry.—lf that is for 
~ steel bars, it is not correct. 
_ Mr. McoWILLIAMS.—That is the 
bite te payable in Melbourne to-day for 
- 14 inch by 4 inch and smaller. 
(A ge Piraue Motonry.—Iit is not a 
third of that. | 
A Os McWILLIAMS. —That is the 
price that has been handed to me. 
Mr. Grerenze.—Does the honorable 
member mean ordinary bars and rods— 
‘merchant bars? 
~ Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I am viene 
‘of the ordinary 14 inch by 4 inch steel 


by another hand by a trader who pur- 
chased quite recently. These figures 


Melbourne. 

Mr. Greene.—For ordinary merchant 
bars the price that the honorable mem- 
ber has been given is entirely wrong. 
The price is about £27 or £28 per ton. 
~~ Mr. MoWILLIAMS.—I am talking 
of the bar which I have quoted, and 
__ which is used in practically every smithy 
in Australia. These prices have come to 
e from an authentic source. They 


is being called upon to pay tribute to 


ae for the flag and die for the flag,” 


and Wwe shall not allow any combination 


bar. Thesé are Ui prices sent in to me 


represent the prices ruling to-day in_ 


‘Committee, a copy of the entlaniih 


simply” mean that every country district 


the wealthiest company in Australia. I 
do not care very much what the Tariff - 
ts against some of the outside coun 
tries, but I submit that the amend 
ment moved by the honorable mem- 
ber for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) will 
give the Broken Hill Proprietary Com 
pany proper protection, and at the same — 
time will afford the Committee — at 
least some opportunity of giving trade 
to the Mother Country which we talk 
about so much. It would be very amus- 
ing, if it were not sad, to see men who 
will hoist and - flap the flag on every 
occasion, and who say that they will 


XM. 


plainly showing that they will not trad , 
with the flag. 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond-—_Minkets 
for Trade and Customs) [9.14]—I have 
here the price lists of the Broken Hill 
Proprietary Company for the year 1920. 
Rounds, flats, squares, and rods, which 
are what are generally known as mer- 
chant bars, were priced for the ‘year 
1920, taking the average, as follows: 
Rounds, £19 16s. 8d. ‘per ‘ton; flats, 
£19 16s. 8d. per ton 
Mr. McWitiiams.—That does ‘not 
cover 14-inch rods. 
Mr. GREENE.—I shall get the price 
for the particular measurement men: 
tioned by the honorable member, and will 
undertake: to say that it is nothing like 
£70 per ton. According to the price list 
supplied to me, squares are £19 16s. 8d., 
and rods £18 17s. 6d. I have no reason 
to doubt the accuracy of the figures. — 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [9.16]- 
The figures quoted by the Ministe 
(Mr. Greene) only -go to show th 
effect ‘of the combination in bionese 
The information which I gave 
the honorable member for Franklin ate 
McWilliams) was supplied to me by a 
reputable trader in the country only 
a few moments ago. He gave me the 
most definite information in regard to the 
operations of the Combine in Melbourne 
If honorable members are not satisfied 
that there is a Combine, and if the Min- 
ister thinks it is a beneficent Combine, 


agreement entered into between the ‘i 
Broken Hill Proprietary Company and 
the Steel Associations for Victoria, New 


Ve has. been, in ares for some time—_ 


re Arrangement to cover merchant ey 
rounds, flats, and squares to include plough 
steel, octagon, spring steel, and small pHeless 
 3-in. and under. 
Vo Se tAny: arrangement'is based on the under- 
% standing that the Steel Associations buy all 
_ their steel supplies from B.H.P. Co. and other 


Australian steel manufacturers, provided they 


ean: Oh 
i 3 It is agreed— 
(a) B B.H.P. Co. to nominate Uioldaeis qe: 
ing price, which shall include 15 per 
cent. to merchants, plus £1 per ton 
“rackage, &e. 


prices ex warehouses, but before any 
alteration in prices is made a con- 
sultation is to be held to obtain the 
a views of the Steel Associations. 
we) That each member of the Steel Asso- 
ciations and others® give orders of a 
minimum quantity per month and 
complete specification to be given 
with order. Order to be in hands of 
B.H.P. Co. before 10th of: each 
month for delivery as soon as pos- 
am sible. 
(a) For genuine users the minimum order 
; is to be 50 tons in one order and 
delivery taken as soon as rolled by 
ae oo the company. 
 {e) That in quoting buyers, the Steel Aaee: 
bee ciations will adopt the following — 
schedule: —25 tons or over, 20s. per 
eth ton less; 50 tons or over, open. 
 (f) B.H.P. Co. to fix a basis price, and 
3 selling extras to be arranged with 
the Steel Associations. 
(q) Example for Victoria— 
Retail selling price Nee cr a 
B.H.P. pay 15 per | i! 


cent. commission £3 9 0 
a Handling; carting 

&e. : ee Bec LDU 
‘Freight, say Lier ae ot O30 
Return to BHP... £17 11. 0 


For N.S.W. and South Australia the 
freight is a little different, therefore S.A. 
selling price is a little greater, and 
} N.S.W. selling price a little less. 
4, On the fixed selling prices Steel Associa- 
tions to allow present. cash discount. 
5. B.H.P. Co. to nominate firms such as 
_ Messrs. Ruwolt, Thompsons, McKays, &c. 


6. This arrangement does not include Govern- 


‘ment orders. 


ae fe inat the; Bio.P. Ga, give indication on re- | 
ik of order of the items it is expected will 


not be rolled in two months from date of re- 
ceipt of order. If any items of the order re- 


main unrolled‘ at the expiration of two months- 


_ the buyer has the option of cancellation. 
8. That in the event of any material on 
order not being on board ship or rail two 


ment, or railing. 
. Mr, Gregory. x 


South ‘Wales, ie South ee ae 


(b) That B.H.P. Co. nominate the selling 


iron, for which they change £34 Pp 


months after placing order a rise or fall clause ~ 
to operate on the ey Hise at hone a ba, | 


ortied! hid inne ne Ueccoiatlone i 
State. approach firms outside the associa 
with a view of such firms joining the arr 
ment. 

10. Material to be good merchantable qual 
and in case of complaint on arrival of 
vial, immediate inspection to! ‘be made. ty 
presentatives. of the company. 

11, The B.H.P. ordinary Lene of sale a 
to be. observed. in carrying out this arrang 


ae at the works by the purchaser, sae 


Mr. Ryan.—Whi&t is the charge Y 
by the honorable member in. wey d to 
that document ? ay Ake 


the Broken “Hill prone Piste 1 
and the Steel eres of the Feb: tes 


Mr. Bee! —I have iste with 
terest to, the honorable ne rea 


ponblusiale he aiake from it, 

Mr. GREGORY.—1I say it eviden 
the existence of a Combine which mi, 
be similar to the Combines that — 
proved such a menace to the Un 
States of America. This trader, 
‘supplied me with the informatior 
garding wholesale prices, also gave 
figures concerning other products wh 
I am not permitted to discuss at 
stage. For instance, he pointed 
that white lead was quoted at 70 
when the embargo was put on, it 
105s. Similar movements took pla 
connexion with axles, shafting, and 
jyene items which a am unable to 


mous increases on Lean prices 
gave me the figures that the Steel 
ciation were charging him for the 
and steel required for his workshor 
he advised me that they have wha 
called a base; that is, 1}-in. by | 


while for smaller sizes, }-inch and ro 
the price is 70s. per ews): or £70 pei 
as compared with the pre-war price 
£11 per ton. 

Mr. Ryan. a now the hc or 
member wishes jek i out the d 
here. * 
Mr, GREGORY. he, a 
ae noe: perfectly bi 


rise 


Dari 


realize its value to the country, but 1 
do not wish it to become a dictator. I 
want a small duty and a bounty, if neces- 
sary, to encourage its development. From 
information which has been collected by 
_ the Department, we can see that. there 
has been an enormous increase in nearly 
all duties. We had a Protectionist Tariff 
in 1908. The rates were increased in 
1914 under a Labour Administration, but 
no duty was imposed on these items, and 
Hoskins were able to carry on then, and 
asamatter of fact, we were exporting pig- 
iron as far back as 1907. In 1914 it was 
not even suggested that a duty was neces- 
- sary on this particular item. I sug- 
gested that the British Tariff should be 
_ 15s., and that the rate fixed by the Min- 
ister for other countries should remain, 
basing my argument on the conditions 
that obtain in Canada. Our workmen 
_ surely are as intelligent and as efficient as 
those of other countries. : 
Mr. Ryan.—How is the document 
which you have just read relevant to the 
‘motion ? | | 
Mr. GREGORY.—I was replying: to 
the Minister’s statement concerning 
prices. Honorable members want my 
reasons for a reduction in the duty. I 
have been endeavouring all through to 
point out that if Canada, notwithstanding 
her difficulties about coal supplies, could 
build up. a big industry with a duty of 
-* 10s. 5d. per ton on this item, there is good 
- ground to ask for a reduction. I have 
been further examining the Canadian 
- ‘Tariff, and I find that in 1909 there was 
a reduction in duty*of 74 per cent. on 


that description. 
_. Mr. Maruews.—That was because of 
- an arrangement between United States of 
America and Canadian firms. | 
- Mr. GREGORY.—1I find, also, that 
Bi sheets less than 14 gauge for the manu- 
facture of corrugated galvanized iron and 
tin plates are on the Canadian free list. 
TI believe the Broken Hill Proprietary 
i Company’s works at Newcastle are the 
- most up to date in the world. They have 
--eoal at their very doors, cheaper than the 
Canadian coal, and have immense ore de- 
posits at Iron Knob, assaying as much as 
8 per cent. iron ore; whereas most of the 
other manufacturers in the world have to 
se 2 tons of ore to,equal 1 ton of ours. 
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say it was cheaper? You do not know. 


ingots, blooms, slabs, billets, and items of 


ay Pe Viaea oad Fh Be MEN aie ee pe: 
2 Sibe Dibner Pee aA by beg 


| Tariff. < 


8919 f | 


Mr. Cuarttrox.—Do you say that New- : . 
castle coal is cheaper than the Canadian 


coal ? Bi 

Mr. GREGORY.—No, I cannot say 
that. | Shek ek 
Mr. Cuaruron.—Then. why. did you 


Mr. GREGORY.—I can tell the hon- 
orable member that, according to the | 
last return (1918), Canada imported 


4,500,000 tons of anthracite coal, and oe 
also 14,000,000 tons of bituminous coal, 
and that upon the latter she paid 35 cents 


per ton duty. 
Mr. Cuartron.—If I tell you 

Canadian coal is cheaper than Newcastle 

coal, will you dispute the statement? 


Mr. GREGORY.—How could it be? 
If Canada can import coal, paying a 
heavy duty, cheaper than it can be sup- 


plied at. Newcastle, there must be some- 


thing wrong with the administration of 


our local coal mining industry. 


Mr. Manony.—Does the 


Canadian coal? 


Mr. GREGORY.—I do not know what 
is in the document, but my statements are — 
based on reports in the Canadian Year- © 
The gentleman who supplied me 
with my information relating to iron and 


Book. 


steel prices is a most reliable trader, and — 


I intend to ask him to send me official 


documents in regard to this matter. I 
shall then be able to show that the state- 
ment J made was correct, and that those 


exorbitant charges are being demanded 


here. hoe ce 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY (Hume)  ~ 
[9.382|—The honorable member for 


Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) made a 
statement, which was repeated by the 


honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 
Gregory), on the information of a “re-_ 
liable” trader. It is only fair to the 


Committee that we should know the name = 
of that trader in order to test the state > 
If the honor- 


men that he is reliable. | 
able member for Dampier can give no | 
better testimony in support of his state- 


ment than that of some anonymous 


writer 


Mr. Grecory—He was not a writer, 


but a-gentleman whom I interviewed. — 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — If he 


has not put his statement in writing he Sk 


that 


honorable { “a 
member say that there is anything wrong 
with this official document in regard to 


“ 


‘n eeiaenily Hoes not Hie his name to be 
associated with 


re ee Vee 


some unreliabla  state- 
‘ment. Both the honorable members to 
whom I have referred made a definite 
statement that the price of cértain bars 
had risen from £11 to £70 per ton, and I 
take it as a sample of the arguments and 


information put before the Committee by 


those who are opposed to the amendment. 


| i the honorable member for West Sydney 


(Mr. Ryan) asked that the opponents 


of the amendment should express them- 


accountant of the Broken Hill: 


Roan. 
: 


ae ‘ 


selves, and I am glad that he brought 
them to their feet, pete they have 
given their case away. I shall refute 
their statement that the. price, of the bars 
rose from £11 to £70, not by the state- 
ment of an anonymous informant, but on 
testimony that can be substantiated. The 
‘Proprie- 
tary Company states that the price of 
these bars to-day is £21 10s. at the works. 
Mr. Stewart.—What size? 


Mr. Warxins.—F rom “13 inches date 
wards. . 
Mr. PARKER. MOLONEY. — Phe 


prices of the different sizes vary a little, 
bat I understand that the highest does 
not exceed £30. °— 

Dr. Eartz Pagu—The 


cucihree 


does not refer to the bars that have been 


under discussion. | 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—No bars 

are made at the Broken Hill Proprie- 
_ tary Company’s works the price of which 
“ih any way approaches the figure quoted 
the honorable member for Franklin. 
| Slatoment such as have been made by 
honorable members in the Corner should 
not be placed before the Committee unless 
they are backed by some reliable autho- 
rity. The fault I find with the honor- 


a able member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) 


*] 


is that he supports his statement by no 

authority: that can be depended upon. 
Mr. Srewart.—There is. such a thing 

as a commercial boycott. 

_ Mr. Grecory. — When I obtain the 

vouchers from my informant I shall take 


care to remove his name before showing 
them to honorable members. 


Mr. Fseyron.—lIf they are put before 


us without a name we shall brand them 


as bogus. ~ 
Oi PARKER “MOLONEY. —I take. 
- second place to nobody in my considera-- here that: we can deal with under 

_ tion for the interests of the primary pro- ; 
Bnet, and at Py pas set ae facts ard 


Me 


‘the duties the argument of the ho: rable 


the Baie) ae of our rAwat 
workers in useful employment, an 


to. this country for many ak woul 
Toate affect the man on the Uy: 


ment. 


dustry? The Minister says it aul 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY pa 
only listened to the Minister — 
Greene), but I read his speech 
I was fully prepared to hear — 
conclude by accepting the amendm 
He stated that the rates of exchan 
were in favour of the Snot g 


tees are true, and the Minister alia ; 
that they are, ‘the argument in favour 
the amendment i is unanswerable, — 


member also heard the Nitistes say 
he was making provision to deal 
the exchange. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.— V 
that this schedule provides the o 
tunity of dealing with the matter, © 

Mr. Ricuarp FéSter.—He also 
that he was satisfied that a duty 
was adequate. : 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.— 
is so it kills the argument ofthe 
able member for Illawarra (Mr. _ 
Lamond) that he would not suppo 
amendment, because it’ would he 
Broken Hill Proprietary Company 
fiteer and build up a Combine i: 
tralia. Ifthe Minister intends to ap: 
a Tariff Board to watch the opera 
member becomes invalid. I do not 
to see Combines established anyw 
if I have the choice between a Yor 


laws, and one that has gro 
Bot has been pee, to 


time. Honorable members in the corner 
know that the Steel Trust tried to thwart 
us in connexion with the construction of 
the Kalgoorlie-Port Augusta Railway, and 
_ when the then Minister for Home Affairs 
tried to purchase rails outside the Com- 
bine, he was unable to get freight, because 


the Shipping Combine was in league with — 


: the Steel Trust. The two were acting to- 
_ gether, for no doubt the same parties were 
; interested in both. Therefore, I repeat 
_ that if we must have a Combine, I prefer- 
__ the one that will be subject to our own 
laws. Jt has been said that there is a 


_ danger of reaction upon our subsidiary in- 
By, 


dustries. The production of galvanized 
iron may be mentioned as one of these. 
How have the people out-back fared at the 
hands of importers of galvanized’ iron? 
They have had to pay as much as £80 
_ and £90 per ton. They have been in the’ 
grip of the importers. ~ 
Mr. Ricowarp Fosrer ——When there was 
_ no shipping. 
iia) Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. —That is 
_ the best argument possible for building 
«up our own industry. 

Mr. Ricwarp Foster. el want to hetp 
to do so. 
ey Mr, PARKER MOLONEY. —For then 
a _we would not be at the mercy of the Ship- 
ping Ring or any other Combine. We 
should now see to it that if ever war 
roke out again Australia would be frée 
_ from the clutches of foreign Combines, 
and our basic and subsidiary industries 
f ‘ aSsisted to become so flourishing as to 
_ make us self-contained. The honorable 
member for Balaclava (Mr. Watt) made 

a speech at Elsternwick yesterday, where 
Wiike 3 is reported to have dealt with the need 
for a Protective Tariff.upon iron and 
steel, and with the urgent necegsity for 
Ppeieine up a self-contained Australia. 
It is recorded in the press to-day that the 


aes Sepa 


iid steel manufacture were the best in- 

_ dustries of a country, and that it might 
_ safely be said that no nation had risen in 
_ the past, or could rise now or in the future, 
- without building up her iron and steel 
_ industries. 
_ Mr. Greenzr.—Can the Honorable mem- 
ber say whether the honorable member 
for Balaclava is in favour of the amend- 
-_ ment, or against it — 


. Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—1I judge 
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. fre years phek I sated ies local one every | 


honorable member said also that iron 


_ trouble in gauging the attitude of honor- 


bat if a vote had been taken yesterday, 


f baal i; a || a 
upon the ootieleaan: of the honorable — 
member’s speech, he would have supported. 
the amendment. y 
Mr. Grernz.—lIf I were to suggest that P ; 
the honorable member ‘for Balaclava has 
paired with the honorable member for 
Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney), would” ai 
be right ? 
Me PARKER MOLONEY.—I do. not. 
know what arrangement has been made. 
I understand that the honorable member 
for Balaclava stated definitely, but in the 
course of private conversation this even- 
ing, that he would vote against the amend- 
ment. I wish he had seen. fit to stand up 
in this chamber and explain his Elstern- 
wick speech. I conclude, however, that ae 
he has had achat with the Minister, and — eye 
has decided that the best thing for him to 78: 
do is to vote against the amendment. = 
Mr. Ricrarp Fosrer.—You know that 
nearly every honorable member will vote sae, 
against it. i a 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. ie the ne 
honorable members on your side will not.. 
Mr. Ricnarp Fostrr.—All on your side 
will not vote for it. ie 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY —The howe aur 
orable member for Wakefield is a good 


party man. 
Mr. Ricwarp Fostsr. —Unfortunately, an 
I have to be. wa 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Yes, 


when the whip cracks he falls into- line 
I sometimes find myself lost in wonder — 
concerning the position of honorable mem- 
bers in the Corner. What is their real 
fiscal attitude? Upon such an issue every 
one must surely be one thing or another. — 
I cannot understand or appreciate the oe 
mental state of an individual who is a — 
whole-hogging Protectionist on onions, 
and, at the same time, would throw open 
the ‘dogrs of Australia to foreign makers 
of the implements with which he culti- 
vates his onion patch—giving the work- 
men of this country, who are his best 
customers, since they provide the home 
market, no opportunity to build up Aus- 
tralian “industries. To say the least, such A 
a policy is inconsistent, 
Dr, Earte Pacu.— Weare standing i 
the Minister, the greatest Protectionist 
of all. 
Mr. 


PARKER MOLONEY. — The 


able members in the corner is that some 
times ey are eee anes eh the e 


° Deinister! a Boiecities abana. him. I 
s cannot see how they can be Protectionists 
in one breath, moderate Protectionists in 
“ the next, and Free Traders in the next 
after. that. The honorable member for 
- Dampier (Mr. Gregory) has described 
himself as a moderate Protectionist. The 
Pe essence of Protection lies in that it pro- 
tects. If it does not fully protect, it 
A tite be called by some other name. 
_ Mr. Grecory.—What would the honor- 
able member call Sir William Lyne and 
those who, with him, built up the 1908 
‘Tariff? Were they not Protectionists? 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Yes; 
Sir William Lyne always voted for the 
_ highest form of Protection he could get. 
He was consistent. The attitude of hon- 
\ _orable members in the corner, however, 
takes the form of “ Now you see me, and 
now you don’t.” They are all*for a high 
‘Tariff on one thing, and for a low Tariff 
on the next. How.can any one be a 
moderate Protectionist? A man who is 
wearing a hat and nothing else may be 
said to be only moderately clothed. How 
can one speak of a moderately burglar- 
proof safe, or of a moderately fire-proof 
building? I recently inspected the great 


terminal silos in Sydney, and was in- 


aes by what I saw there. I learned 
_ that fully 95 per cent. of everything that 
had gone into that great work was made 
‘in Australia by Australian workmen. — 

_ Dr. Eartre Pace.—Can thé honorable 
member draw my attention to any de- 
finite request on the part of the Broken 
Hill Proprietary Company for increased 
duty? 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. —Yes, they 


are extremely anxious about it, as also are 
the working people. The Minister, who 
has strong Protectionist tendencies, will 
surely meet. honorable members in some 
way. If he is not prepared to go the 
whole distance, perhaps. he will be pre- 
ns to agree ‘to some increase. He has 
already assured us that an effort will 
be made to prevent profiteering and any 
abuse of the privileges enjoyed under a 
Protective Tariff by the appointment of 
a Board; but he should also be prepared 


to assist an industry which is of such | 


eat importance to. the Commonwealth. 


_ Mr. STEWART (Wimmera) [10.1]— 
It is not na intention to Kove ap the - 
| favour of 


on I OSEPE Coos —Why n 
tako a vote? “A Gea 
Mr. STEWART. Base no voRMGE 
able: member wishes to speak I a 
prepared, to let the ‘matter sey i 
division. ee iy 


is a DOuaTBElEty of a vote ‘beee tak al 
this stage, I shall reserve my ren arks 
until a future occasion. ans: 

Question—That the words prop ( 
be inserted be inserted Cae. Wa) 
amendment )—put. 


vided. 
Ayes ee ae 
Noes .. ee 
Majority , .. 
AYES. 
Anstey, F. Mathews, J. 
Blakeley, A. McGrath, D. C 
Blundell, R. P. Nicholls, S. R. 
Catts, J. H. Ryan, T. J. 
Charlton, M. West, J. E. 
Francis, F. H. Tellavae af 
Lister, J. H. ~ Fenton, J. BE. 
Mahony, W. G. Watkins, D. 
. Noxs. 
Bamford, F. W. Higgs, W.. me ey 
Bayley, af G. Jowett, HE, 
Bell, G. J. Lamond 
Bowden, ae «ea Lavelle, T 
Cameron, D, C. . ivi 
Chapman, Austin 
Cook, Sir Joseph 
| Cook, Robert Page, Dr. E 


Corser, E: B.C. Rodgers, A. S. 


Foley, GG . ; leas Sir Granvil 
Foster, Richard _ mith, Laird 
Gabb, J. M. Stewart, P. « 
Gibson, W. G. Wise, G. H. 
Greene, W. M. .~- 

Gregory, H. 

Groom, bots > 
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PAIRS. | 
Malosey, Dr. at eee ; 
Jackson, D, §; Prowse, J. H 
Makin, N. 5a On McWilliams, 
Riley, E. Fleming, W 
wneteh ‘Parker — Watt, Wy. a 


Aneutent ial 


Mr. CHARLTON (He 
During the discussion — on this 
various opinions have been 
Some honorable members 
increasing h 


Lew 


seta. and nite are in favour a a 
i Phavetion 3 in the British rate. ‘The vote 
just recorded still ledves the question in 
doubt as to what the Committee really 


favours. The erable. meinber Soy 
- Dampier— 
4 Mr. Grecory.—In view of the vote 


just recorded, it is not my intention to 
_ press my amendment. 


_ . Mr. CHARLTON. —I am anxious to 
¥ ascertain if there is a way out of the 
present difficulty, because I do not want 

the Committee to sit all night if that 


ean be avoided. During the discussion | 


the honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 
Gregory) stated, by interjection when I 

_ was speaking, that he was not particularly 
-_eoncerned about the general rate so long 
as the British duty was not increased. 
Honorable members on this side have not 
been putting up a fight for nothing. We 
are endeavouring to assist a very im- 
portant industry. fa has already been 
shown by the Minister for Trade and 
Customs (Mr. Greene) and other speakers 
that the wages paid in other countries 
are considerably below those ruling in 

_ Australia, and that the cost of materials 
* is also lower. In these circumstances 
_ it is impossible for Australian manufac- 
turers to compete with industries abroad. 
It has frequently been mentioned during 
the discussion that we have a natural 
° protection by means of long sea carriage 
but it must not “be overlooked that at 
present some vessels re unable to secure 
any freight at all.’ There are ships’ in 
almost every port seeking cargoes, and 
in consequence of a bounteous harvest 
there is a good deal. of loading from Aus- 
tralia, although there is practically little 
offering on the other side. Sailing ships 
. and steamers must have ballast, and when 


_ they are coming to Australia to. pick up 


freight they are often prepared to take 
* pig iron as ballast in preference to sand, 
because it is more easily handled. The 
position has changed entirely during 
_ recent years, and instead .of. exorbitant 
 freights being charged, vessels are pre- 
pared to carry anything they ‘can 
- secure at ridiculous. rates, . It: is quite 
_ possible that ship-owners. would. be pre- 
ared to accept £1 per ton for carrying 
pig 3 iron to Australia. og 


n, ‘carried “for Ts, 6d, on ets carnal 


8 aoee A921) 


ne: Me fae 


Dor 


——— 


- Mr, CHARLTON. —Yes. A few years 
ago charterers were prepared to carry cer- 


tain material for nothing when it was ~ ce 


suitable ballast. There is no natural 


g923 


protection to-day, and surely it is fair Ae af 


to assist manufacturers under the general We 
If the Minister is prepared to in- oe 
crease the general Tariff from 40s. to60s.,I 


Varin. 


do not think the members of the Couutre 


party would object, because they would | 


not be in favour of Germany or Belgian 


imports competing unfairly with our own 
I appeal to the Acting Prime 
Minister (Sir Joseph Cook) to meet usin 


products. 


some way. 


‘Sir JosEera Coox. pAtter Aghting tha Me 


a week ! 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I have been hanes nn 


ing in the interests of an important in- — 


dustry, and I am’sorry we have been de- 
feated. 


Sir JosepH Coox.—lIt is merely. wae 
ing time. 


Mr. CHARE TON .—It is not, 


of the country, or I would not persist. 


I have my opinions on this matter, and 
it is unfair of the Acting Prime Minister he 
to say that I am wasting time when lam 


endeavouring to perform the duric. for 
which I am paid. 

Sir JosEepax Coox.—The 
member is wasting time, 
not doing the industry any good. 


. Mr. CHARLTON.—I am not oe it . 


any harm. 
Sir Josep Coox.—I think you are, 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I am_ endeavour- ‘ . 
ing to protect the industry, and by that © . 
means keep a large number of workmen 


employed. 


Sir Joseph Coox.—You have not eo 


monopoly of sympathy for them. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I know that, as Pe 


there ‘are other honorable members who 
are just as sympathetic towards 
workers as I am. 


am wasting time, 
Sir JosepH Coox. — Tt 
time. 
The 
(Mr. Atkinson) Order! 


Mr, CHARLTON.—The right honor- 
able gentleman has net been here, and so 
he'cannot. very well say if time has been 


wasted or not.Heis seldom in the cham- 


the attitude of. the: Prime, Minister. (Mr. 


is a waste of 


It pe ae : 
of the utmost importance to the welfare 


honoranle 
and certainly ms 


the ue 
It is unreasonable of 
the Acting Prime Minister to say’ es toe. 


| TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN ne 


om ber; and when he does appear, he msi) i 


s Pha: pad pole opinions on. some- 
_ thing he knows nothing about. | 
Sir Joszpa Coox.—I have Boe six 
_- times as much work to-day as the honor- 

ree able member has. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—There is no reason 
hin fee the right honorable gentleman to ac- 
_ euse: me of wasting time. | 

i the TEMPORARY® CHAIRMAN .— 
cae Order! I 

cue Wy, CHARLTON. —I ence the Acting 
Ke ies Minister leads a very busy life, but 


he must give some one else credit for 


ae working hard also. 
_ . Sir Josspa Coox.—I was merely stat- 
_ Ing a fact. 
epee CHARLTON. tt is not a fact. 
Sir Joszpnx Cook. —That is. not like 
- the honorable member. ; 
Mr. CHARLTON.—I admit that it is 
not; but it is only because I am compelled 
to do so that I adopt this attitude. I 
_ think it is only a fair thing to ask the 
Minister to give this industry additional 
protection in the general Tariff, and I 
believe that he will do so if he is left to 
his own discretion. I do not know where 
_- he is now. 
Sir Joszrpnx Coox.—The honorable 
| mem ber has talked him to death. o 
__ Mr, CHARLTON.—The right honor- 
able gentleman will stand a lot of talking 
before he is talked to death. He has 
_ been here a long time, and has stood it 
well. I see that the Meciktas for Trade 
and Customs was not far away, and I 
now appeal to him to give this industry 
some additional protection under the 
- general Tariff. As apparently he is not 
prepared to do so, I move— 


That the following words be added to sub- 
item a:—‘‘ And on and after 9th June, 1921, 
per ton, British, 20s.; intermediate, 30s. ; 
general, 60s.” 


I submit that amendment to test ines 
the Committee is in favour of doing any- 


thing to protect this industry from im- . 


portations from foreign countries. 

‘Sir Josrpn Coox.—A duty of £3 per 
ton on pig iron! It was never heard of 
in the world before. | 

Mr. CHARLTON.—The duty would 
be aimed at a country like Germany. 
The right honorable gentleman has had a 
good deal to say about Germany, and re- 
7 gently the Government said that they 
would not trade with Germany again. 
_ Now they are being forced to do so, and 
the jrading 2 is. poses in an underhand way, 


4 Every 0 one es ‘teae iron 


Ayes) .. Bisa aa 
Noes .. oh a 
vee ene ag 
7 AYES, ey 
Anstey, F. McGrath, D. C,. 
Blundell, R. P, Nicholls, S. R. 
Catts, J. H. 1 Ryan ieee 
Fenton, J. EH. West, J. E. 
Foley,. G. bese 
- Francis, F. H. Tellers : ie 
Lister, J. H. Charlton, M. ~ 
Mahony, W. G. Watkins, D. 
ea Noes. a 
Bayley, J. G. Jowett, E. s\ i 
Bell, G. J. ‘Lamond, Hect 


_Cook, Sir Joseph 


being imported from Germany in 
Britain, and exported to this cou 
the detriment of our own peopk 
spite of this IT am twitted in the 
have been by the Acting Prime M 
(Sir Joseph | Cook). I am not dis 


this country to the detriment of ou 
productions. 


be inserted be so nected oe 
mittee divided. ar he 


Livingston, J. 
Marr, C. W. C. 
Page, Dr. Ea 
Rodgers, A. 8.” 
Ryrie, Sir Gr 
| Smith, Laird 


Bowden, E. K. 
Cameron, D, C. 


Cook, Robert he 
Corser, EBC. © 
Foster, Richard 


Gabb, J. M. Stewart, P 
Gibson, Ww. G. Witeny He 
Greene, W. M. 
Gregory, H. “Tellers: 
Groom, L, E. 
Higgs, W. G. Story, \W. HL 
ANE We ice ven Aa 
Maloney, Dr. Hill, Ww. ©. 
Jackson, D. J. _—.: | Prowse, J. H 
Makin, N. J. O. Ps MeWilliams, : 
Riley; ay ee WwW. 


Question so namived in the mi 
Amendment negatived. — Pat, 


REE NT the Committee is Bee 7p 
pared to pass all the sub-items of item a 
with a rush, but before | that Bes n 


Minister for Trade and — 

(Mr. Greene) to the effect 
he finds, in connexion _witl 
tries affected by the  sub-ite: 

which we have not yet dealt, th 
duties proposed are not effectir 
vent inpartotnat ‘we m: 


the 


y ike shih it gave in connexion with 
- sub-item a, that should dumping be at- 


me Ler. the Drotecane of the industries 
oe affected. a - 
Mr. Greene. —Certainly. 


; oh JOSEPH Cook. —The honorable 
“member has had that assurance several 
times. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10.27 j— 
I do not know whether the Minister (Mr. 
Greene) is now ge ae to report pro- 
gress. 

Mr. Cuariton.—He will if the honor- 
able member asks him to do so. 
_ Sir Josrrn Coox.—No; he will not. 

Mr. GREGORY.—I intend to submit 
an amendment in paragraph 1 of sub- 
item pv. I think that the period provided 
_ for in that paragraph should be ex- 
_ tended from 1922 to Eee or 1924. I do 
not think that it at all possible 
that before ist J 2 a 1922, we shall 
be able to make plate and sheet iron 
up to and including 1-16 of an inch in 
_ thickness. 
_I have mentioned’ that in Canada, under 
the 1919 Tariff, all these small plates are 
allowed to come in free. I do not want 
that, but I think that the period within 
ey, which they should become dutiable as pro- 
_ posed in this Tariff should be extended. 
_ If we extend the period to 1st January, 
_ 1928, and I should be prepared to consent 
tO that, there will be ample time between 
~ now and then to consider the effect of this 
Tariff. We shall not have an oppor- 


ier 
a m 


. tunity to do so between this and 
- the ist J anuary, 1922. The Minister 
must realize that he is proposing 


, duties of from 65s. per ton up to 

_ 100s. per ton on sheet iron required for 
+ secondary industries; for instance, in the 
“manufacture of all soris of tubs and 
b tanks. 
has had to extend the period for the opera- 
tion of duties, because, in his opinion, the 
industries they affected would not be able 
_ to take advantage of them on the dates 
first fixed. We should make certain be- 
fore imposing such enormous duties as 
are here proposed, that the smaller 
manufacturers will not be prejudiced, 
and I therefore move— 


That sub-item D, paragraph L, ho amended 
_ by omitting the figures . “1922.” and inserting 
in lieu theaent the aie sy cam agit 


sts ‘Teh ‘1991. We ee 


y €- 


tempted, steps will be immediately taken | 


-in lieu thereof the figures “1999”? 


These are very light sheets. 


protection afforded by the Tariff is not 


In several instances the Minister 


* sae: eae 


ee 


Mr. GREENE (Bichinéud “Minister for a 
drads on Customs) [10.32].—I hope - a 


ihe! Siendeente This is one of ihe first 
of the deferred duties. J expect that by 

the Ist January, 1922, practically all the 
black sheet of this class required in Aus- 
tralia will be rolled in this country. ‘The 
duty proposed is not excessive. All the 
duties on iron are on a proportional — 
basis. We have tried to work them out 


charged in pre-war days. 

Amendment negatived. i: 
Amendment Be Mr. GREENE) agreed 
to— , 


That sub-item p, paragraph 2, be amended — 
by omitting the figures **1921,”’ and inger ae Jae 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Muinister for ae : 
Trade and Customs) [10.35].—I mowe— 


That sub-item E be amended by adding the pee 
following words:—‘‘And on and after oe 
June, 1921— oy: 

(1) Wire of No. 14 or finer gauges, "ad ie 
val., British, 25 per cent.; Inter 77) 


mediate, 30 per, cent. ; general, BO 
per cent, & 
(2) Wire, other, per ton, British, 52s.; rg 


intermediate, 72s, 6d.; ceneral, 90s. 


All gauges of wire down to the very finest 
are NOW being drawn in Australia, and the er 
specific duties which are sufficient to pros 
tect the manufacturer of the au Kee! 
gauges are insufficient for the finer gauges. ie 
Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [10.36] pe a 
take it that the wire used for making — 
nails comes within sub-item =, and I wish 
to point out that nail works have been. - 
standing idle for two months because the 


sufficient. JI have been informed by men 
connected with the industry that they can 
get no orders. 

Mr. Greenz.—The whole trouble is 
the Belgian wire. | 

Mr. McWrttuaMs.—How many men are 
employed in the industry? 

Mr. Greene.—About 600. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—The Minister says. 
that the trouble is due to the ye 
wire. | 
Mr. Greunn.—It will be settled as soon” e 
as the exchange position has been recti- : 
fied. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—Would it not be a 
good thing to increase the duties? | 


4 


ae lois an ne at hin ‘that that 
eponle make any difference. Locally manu- 
_ factured wire cannot be sold, because so 
- much hag been indented, and is to arrive, 

\ which has been bought at a very much 

 hugher price than is asked for Australian 
| wire. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—The exchange posi- 
tion enables this to be done? 
Mr. Greenz.—Yes, 

a Mr. CHARLTON.—Honorable mem- 
4 bers have wondered why we, on this side, 
are so concerned about these duties, but 

~ in the nail-making industry alone 600 

men have been out of employment for 

_ two months. 

Sir. Josepx Coox-—The honorable 
member is delaying the ane eet of the 
remedy. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—1I’ wish to give 
protection to their industry. 

Sir Josepn Coox.—You cannot cure 
the trouble in that way. 

Mr. Greenzr.—lIf I made the duty £8 
a ton, it would not improve their position. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—I do not wish to 
ton the passage of the Tariff; but this 

is a bread-and-butter matter to very many 

_ persons, and complaints about the present 
position are general. 

Mr. Grsson.—What is meant by under 
pees 14 gauge? 

Mr. Greenz.—No. 16 gauge is a finer 
wire than No. 14 gauge. 
10 gauge wires are fencing wires. 

Mr, Greson.—Nails are not made of 14- 
gauge wire and under? 

Mr. Greenz.—No. 

Mr WATKINS (Newcastle) [10. 40]. 
——As has already been pointed out, the 
works to which the honorable member 
for Hunter (Mr. Charlton) has referred, 
have now been closed down for a couple 
of months, with the result that 600 men 
“are out of employment. Those works 
are being compelled to sell the stock which 
they’ had on hand at an absolute loss, in 
order to supply their customers. This 
action has been rendered necessary by the 
large importation of this class of wire 
from overseas. They were obliged to 
close down because they could not get any 

Es sale for wire which they manufactured 
_ from local products.. Cannot the Min- 

ister see his way to. iimpose slightly 

higher duties than those. hic are ARES 
pened :) 


of wires, I hope that the Minister 


Nos. 8, 9, and © 


under a heen pede nee ie 


under the \ British Ben! 
/ 12s, 


the general Tariff. The pro 


i an ial 
Mr. Geers a Chink th 
sufficient. 


_ Mz. 


the general Tariff. Upes the aha 


consent to the imposition of higher d 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10.45 
desire honorable members to realiz 


be. The Minister (Mr. Greene) 
to levy a duty of 25 per cent. 
the British preferential Tariff, 
per cent. under the 
Tarif, and of 35 per cent. 
the general Tariff. Presently we s 
have to consider the duty upon wire 
ting. In Western Australia, we have 
been settling a- number of retu ed 
soldiers upon the land in places 4 
rabbits and other vermin are Fare 


( pas i faa 


duties than those Oe we are ah WwW 
sidering. i 
Mr. GREENE. ea because C 


ae not have to interfere whe 
upon wire netting. ' 


Peducncn of these’ duties, because 
cognise the difficultites of men 


know how the Government nreny al 
affect the farmers. 
in the future, 

will have to pay 


6d. per ton under he 
mediate Tariff, and 90s. pe: 


is extended to fencing wire 


“18 bse: 1921.] 
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‘time is a pretty large one. 
duty of 90s. per ton upon foreign wire, 


and this, with freight, insurance, 
and exchange, represents a natural 
and Tariff protection of £8 6s. per 
ton, which is a most unfair impost. 


We have been putting on the land re- 
* cently a great number of men, and I am 
afraid that this will probably mean a 
demand for an increase of the duty on 
wire netting. | 
: Mr. Greenz.—It does not mean that. 


Mr. GREGORY. — When we come to 


that matter I hope the Minister will 
agree to a rebate. I think we can put 
up a big case for the new settler, the 
_orchardist, and many others on whom the 
_ present price of netting 1s a very severe 
tax. 
Amendment agreed to. 
_ ° Amendment (by Mr. Greve) agreed 
ee to— 
That sub-item - be amended ie omitting the 


figures ‘‘1921,’’ and _ inserting 
‘192208 


Progress reported. 


ek *MARANOA ELECTION. 
"Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. 
_ M. Chanter) informed the House that i¢ 
was proposed to issue a writ for the elec- 
_ tion of a member to serve in the House 


_ Maranoa in the place of the Honorable 
James Page, deceased, and that the dates 
in connexion with the election would be 
fixed as follows:—Date of issue of writ, 

13th June; date of nomination, 30th 
June; date of polling, 30th July; and the 
return: of the writ to be on or before ‘8rd 
September, 1921. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


Motion (by Sir a osePH CooK) pro- 
es. posed— 
That the House My now “adjourn, 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [10. 33]. — 


regard to the position that has arisen at 
_ Darwin. I have a communication from 
_ have been sentenced to twenty-eight days’ 

‘imprisonment for refusal to pay. taxes, 


‘and also that a large number of other 


uy prosecutions © are likely to follow. I 
‘ * 


There ig ta”: 


the figures 


ial Representatives for the electorate of | 


ie : contains. 
Income Tax Proszecutions at Darwin. 


I desire to ask the Acting Prime Minis- 
‘ter (Sir Joseph Cook) a question with 


there to the effect that three residents 


gauge from. ‘the tenor of the telegram hat 
feeling is running very high in connexion 
with the matter, and I should like to 
know whether the Acting Prime Minis , 
can give us any information on the sub- ae 
ject, or whether he will have inquiries © 
made in regard to it before it is further . 
discussed ? 

Sir JOSEPH cook (Parzamatia—Aete ty 
ing Prime Minister and Treasurer) © 
| 10.54].—All that I know is that as the 


honorable member for West Sydney (Mr. — 
Ryan) has indicated, there are at Darwin : : 


individuals who are openly flouting and © 
defying the law. That the Government 
will not permit either at Darwin or _ 
anywhere else. The law must be carried — : 
out. There is nothing more to be said. — 
If these men will not pay their just. dues” : 
they will have to be made to pay them. | 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 
House adjourned at 10.55 p.m. ° 


House of Representatives. _ 


Thursday, 9 June, 192 1, 


Mr. Deputy Speaker (Hon. a M re 
Chanter) took the chair at 2.30 p.m., 1 
read prayers. oi 


COCKATOO ISLAND DOCKYARDS a: 
PAPER, ee 

‘Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta Rene 
ing Prime Minister and Treasurer) 
[2.31].—(By leave.)—I lay on the table = 
dn interim report of a Royal Commission _ 
on the Cockatoo Island Dockyard, and — 
shal] read its only effective clause so “that! 
honorable members may know what it ~ 
The Commissioners say— oe 
Pending a complete report on the Cockatoo — . 


-Island Dockyards, and having in view the evi- @- 


dence before us as regards the Adelaide and, 
the vessel Mombah, and the recent appoint- 

ment of a Board of Control to deal with ship- 
building, we, your Commissioners, are of — 
opinion that the Board of Control should, . 
within the terms of their appointment, take _ ar 
such steps as they deem necessary to complete 
the Adelaide and the vessel Mombah ae he ae 
earliest possible moment, 


I am glad to see the Mombah bone 
described as a vessel. All sorts of notions 
about her are prevalent, and she has been 
referred to.in the press as a mere sen 
hulk. Pier 


| ares MoWr1aMs 286. ‘he ‘is; ie 

 Iutely nothing else. ; 

O) Wivceee JOSEPH COOK—I must con- 
elude that, despite the investigation in 
which my honorable friend has taken. 

- part, , he does not know exactly what she 

is. 

ea we McWixt1ams.—Is it not a vessel 

in which coal is stored? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—This vessel is 

“anorg. than that. 

the Fleet. | 

Mr. Warxins.—A coal hulk must be 

towed from place to place, but this ves- 

4 sel, I take it, will move under her own. 

yi beam: st 

Ae Mr. McWitriams.—No. 


© teen and must be towed. 


She is for the coaling of 


She has no 


‘Sir JOSEPH COOK—With ihe Gow ak 


missioners’ recommendation I have no 
- quarrel 
an intention to delay the completion of 
oe these vessels. beyond the end of the finan- 
ial year. The only reason for stopping 
the work was that, until the end of this 
_ financial year, I could not advance any 
a _™More money for it. 
Board of Control takes over matters, 
_ which will, of course, involve the fia nie 
. ference of the control of the dockyards 
_ to them 
_ Mr. Oxarrron.—The members of the 
Board are already appointed? 
on pir’ JOSEPH COOK +-Yes. ‘This 
_ transference should not take long, and 
‘steps have already been taken to give 
effect to the. Commissioners recommen- 
dation. — 
Mr. J. H. Carrs.—You regard the re- 
_ port’as a certificate of merit. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I have not 
been connected with the matter at all, 
i : except financially. 
Mr. Manony.—The work is waiting to 
be done. Why do you not go on with it? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—We are going 
on with it as soon as possible. 
Mr. Manony.—This year, 
Coie aes 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The A sane 
“member, who was a member of the Com- 
mission, gibes at me. Everything he 
Hoes seems to have some political bias. 
Mr. MAHONY (Dalley) [2.36].—(By 
ee )—The concluding remark of the 
_ Treasurer was entirely uncalled for, and | 
_-I am sure that the members of the Com- 


-workless men may get employment. 


There never was at any time 


By the time the new > 


or “next : 
_-port and the plans on ‘the ‘table’ 


"mission would ae seis that, as a 


~ tage at Salble eee ; é 
Sir Josepx Dont —Why-do 
these things now? ‘se 
Mr. MAHONY.—I wish to know W 
the work will be proceeded with, s 


Sir J pee Cooket| told A th iy & 


es as the Treasurer ae ae 
has ‘been. made to him by the pice 


I object strongly to the rema 
the Treasurer. 


it. 


my purpose very acl Aa in connexi 
this matter. : 


INCOME TAXATION, xe 2 

Mr. FENTON.—As it has been dis- 
closed in evidence given before the T 
tion Commission that a number of 
rich persons do not contribute thei 
share to the revenue, will the ae 


allowed t6 the poorer nent 
Bee i 


me to urge economy in eublis ach 
tration, and who say that they are 
to pay their present taxes. | 


for Works and Pilon 4 say hei 
report of the Canberra Board, to: 
with plans for’a hall and hostel a 
berra, have yet been considered 
Cabinet? - 


information oe honorable Se 


IMPERIAL con E EREN OE. 
Constrruri0n FOR THE Emrre. 


Air J. CATTS asked the Acting 
Prime Minister, wpon notice— 

Has he seen the statement in the press 
eables to the effect that Mr. Lloyd George has 
f invited an eminent constitutional authority to 

address the Imperial Conference on the ques- 
tion of a Constitution for the Empire—Im- 


perial Federation—and, if the statement is , 


correct, how does this agree with the pledge 

: of the Prime Minister that the constitutional 

position and Imperial Federation were not to 
_be discussed at the Conference this month? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I have seen 

the press report that the British Prime 

_. Minister has invited an eminent consti- 

tutional authority to address the forth- 

_ coming Imperial Conference on various 

forms of constitutional government. Be- 

yond that I am unable to say anything; 

Mr. Hughes’ statements made before 

leaving Australia still hold. | 


4 JAPANESE IN MARSHALL AND 
CAROLINE ISLANDS. 


Me oT. AL CATTS asked the Acting 


Prime Minister, upon notice— 


1. Has he seen ‘the positive statement in the 
last issue of Smith’s Weekly that Japan is 
landing huge quantities of military and naval 

stores in the Marshall and Caroline Islands 
adjacent to the north of Australia? 

+2. Is he in a position to state the facts in 
. connexion with this matter? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I have seen 
the paragraph referred to, but am not in 


-@ position to make a statement in con- 
ar i 


*. nexion with the matter. 
PAPER. 
_ The following paper was presented :-— 
, . Public Service Act—Promotion of W. H. 


Brewer, Department of Trade and Customs. 


4 


TARIEF. 


In Committee of Ways and Means: 
__. Consideration resumed from 8th June 
(wide page 8927). 
DIVISION VI.—METALS AND MACHINERY.* 
*Motive power, engine combinations, and 
power connexions are dutiable under their 
_ headings when no integral parts of machines, 
machinery, or machine tools, 


Item 1 a ie : f 
__ [ren and Steel—_ 


foie — 


: by-laws—Ad val., 


Mr. GREEN E {iehmond Anise 
for Trade and Customs) [2.42].—When — 
the Committee adjourned last night I in- 
timated that I had a further amendment 
to move upon this item. I move— 

That the item be amended by adding the fol- he 


‘‘(@) High-grade carbon steels and ae 
steels containing manganese, silicon, nickel, 
chromium, tungsten, titanium, vanadium, ‘mo- z ES 
lybdenum, ‘cobalt or other alloying elements, ts - 
introduced to impart special qualities to the 
steel, viz.:—Ingots, billets, bars, die and tool 
blocks, and blanks, also tapered or bevelled . 
bars and other special shapes, on and after 
10th June, 1921, as prescribed by departmental 
British, 20 per cent.; py 
mediate, 25 per cent. : general, 30 per cent.” 


We have had a great deal of debate on ~ 
the necessity for the establishment of the i : 
iron and steel industry in this coimtry, — 
but its development will not be eee 
until we have the means of manufactur- 

ing the higher grades of steel required for — 
many purposes. From a defence point 

of view it is absolutely essential that we 
should manufacture these higher ade 

of steel here. Australia is perhaps richer — 
than any other country: in the rare 
minerals required for the manufacture of — 
special alloy steels. We are sng 
fortunate in having in this country prac- 3 
tically all the known rare minerals re- ~ 
quired for the purpose. During the last 
few years there has been considerable de- 
velopment in this class of work. There © 

is a large foundry in Sydney fitted with — 
electrical furnaces, which is devoted en- 
tirely to it. There is another large’ foun- Men 
dry in course of erection in Western Aus- — ae . 
tralia, which will almost immedigtely — 
employ over 100 men. An important” 
English firm whose name is fam- 
ous throughout the world as a producer 
of these alloy steels, and whose experience ~ 
in their manufacture is perhaps erent 
than that of any other firm in 
the world, has linked up with Austra-— 
lian manufacturers and is investing a. 
very large sum of money in the rine 
tion of these high-grade steels in Aus- 
tralia. In one works in Sydney at the 
present time over 200 men are employed. 
It has been reported to me that whilst 
the duties I have submitted to the Com- 
mittee are sufficient for the protection of 
steel and iron used for ordinary purposes 
they are not sufficient to adequately pro- 
tect the manufacture of the higher credet 


z its : 


of steel. 
~ value of the high-grade steels is much 
Ren greater than that of ordinary steel and 
iron productions this cannot be denied. 
I am, therefore, asking the Committee 
to agree to an amendment of the item, 
and I have submitted it in a particular 
form for a special reason. I think it 
_ would be a mistake at the present time to 
_ impose these duties in such a way that 
they would fall automatically on all 
classes of alloy steel. That would be a 
- hardship in some cases for the simple 
reason that there are certain classes of 
alloy steels, which I do not think we will 
produce here for some considerable time, 
whilst there are other classes which we 
oavare producing. ‘This is an industry more 
or less in its infancy, but it is developing 
rapidly in Australia. JI have conse- 
quently asked the Committee to agree to 
_ the amendment in a form which provides 
for the imposition of the proposed duties 
_ by departmental by-law, so that as the 
industry develops we shall be able to 
- make the duties operative where they are 
required, and at the same time admit free 
such classes of the high-grade alloy steel 


as are not being: actually manufactured. 


here. I am given to understand that the 
new organization to which I have re- 
- ferred, which has amalgamated with a 
big firm in Sydney, a branch of whose 
business is being started in Western Aus- 
_ tralia, proposes to considerably extend 
“the range of alloy steels now being manu- 
factured. 
Mr. Marurws lone. retrogression for 
| Western Australia that she should gO In 
for manufactures! 
Mr. GREENE —Not at all. Weston 
Australia, in common with every other 
State of ‘the Commonwealth, is develop- 
ing along these lines. N ecessarily, deve- 
lopment there is not as rapid as it has 
been in some of the other States for the 
reason that the local market in Western 
Australia is not so extensive. In this 
particular line of industry, however, there 
is a very considerable opening in Western 
Australia, \ 


Mr. Grreory: —There was until the 
mines were closed down. 


Mr. GREENE.—The esi fox the 


eearueectare of these alloy steels in 


_ Western Australia are practically com- 
_ plete 


In view of the fhe that the 


‘Whilst anxious to fall in with the wis] 


thing else went by the board. But to-day 


gold which we produce. 
classes of steel are used to a 


cesses of which I have spoken. 


an understand yee ey shea start used, ‘not aes in the tr 


duties ape oer in thee ance “8 
moderate, and the form in which it is 
out will permit of the free importati 
alloy steels not manufactured here, w 
protecting those that are - manufacti 
here. | 


Mr. FOLEY (Kalgoorlie) [9.4 48 


of the Committee and do my utmos . 


and ee ete of the Minister for Tr: 
and Customs (Mr. EPR. to the ‘ 


es made in sufficient aan to m 
the requirements of many industries. * 
industry I chiefly represent is the mi 
industry, and these high-grade steels 
be used to a very considerable exten 
mining., In the ordinary course of 
treatment of our ores, we had the 
battery system, and cyaniding and ev 


gold mining has got beyond that st ge 
It has reached the stage when the o1 
after being broken underground, 
handled once and then put into shoot 


touch it, until it is cael 
the flats from the various 1 
We all recognise that that class of 
now being treated better than it 
under the old system of sending — 
gold down the flats, and putting 1 
ue dams. Upon one of our W 
Australian ce which ese 


ore reduction. It has We it 
an extent that it is impossible to get 
of the ore anything more than is b 
ibaa at present. That ore 1s, ithe 


saont came into snes 
honorable members generally desi 
we shall get the whole benefit of. 
These hi 


extent in the up-to-date scient 


. a Fons, 1 


ih eld mainte, atl ‘also. in the manu- 
eters of reinforced cement. Upon the 
various cement works there are tube 
mills, and those mills consume a 
i greater quantity of these steels. than 
‘is produced in Australia. I want 
to see as much as possible of these 
high-grade steels manufactured locally. 
But I hope that the Minister will not 
allow this duty to operate until such time 


i as he is absolutely sure that sufficient 


quantities of them to meet our require- 
ments are being produced in the Com- 
-monwealth, in order that the prices 
charged to the mining and other indus- 


tries in which they are used may not be 


ade burdensome to them. I wish specially 
stress the position in regard to rein- 
forced cement. In the eae Australian 


assuming very es Brtine these 
= of steel will be used extensively. 


ce that ae duty ert ook become opera- 

ve until a sufficient quantity of high- 

_ grade steels is being manufactured in Aus- 

; ie tralia, I will give ' his proposal my sup 
7 port. 


_ Mr. coca gemal ae ae date anes 


proposing that it shall become i ae 
from ao-sacerow, except, in so far as the 


Galan steels abidi are not being manu- 
tured within the Commonwealth. In 
reply to the eee member for Kal- 
goorlie (Mr. Foley), I say that we shall 
ot collect the duties which are now pro- 
osed upon steels which are not being 
madein Australia in sufficient quantities 
“to. reasonably ‘supply trade requirements. 
Tf the quantity of these steels manufac- 
é red locally be infinitesimal in propor- 
tion to the actual requirements of the 
-eountry, I shall use the departmental by- 
laws to admit them free. 


Mr. Marsews.—Unfortunately, the 

m. erchants | will avail themseltes of that 
provision in order to import large quanti- 
ties and ultimately secure enhanced prices. 


a _ Mr. GREENE uPhe honorable mem- 


age ‘hot appreciate exactly what I 
We do not intend to impose duties — 


. it bllelaate es of steel immediately. 
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propose to free a pated ves: of steels Hy d 
ungiaegtn pds tig eri diane. A 


reason Sou ie pasliivkon | in . my prone | 
of the words “by departmental by-lews.? 
I have no desire to burden the industries 
to which the honorable member for ee 
goorlie has. directed attention. “ 
Mr. Fenron—The Minister wil. all Ww 
a sufficient ‘quantity of these steels to 
come into Australia until the local manu- 
facturers are able to supply our requir : 
ments ? | 
Mr. GREENE.—I do not propose to 
reeulate importations. These steels a 
of such value that nobody will import 
huge quantities of them for the purpo 
of holding them in stock. It would not 
pay to do that. Indeed, it would pay the 
cement, and other companies, which use 
these high grade steels far better to p 
chase their requirements from local manu- 
facturers—even if they had to pay a 
little more for them—than it would t 
purchase large quantities of them, an 
hold them in stock against an emergency. 
If the companies which are interested in 
our mines and cement works can go direct. 
to the local manufacturers when they see 
the special steel portions of their mills 
going to pieces, and order fresh supplies, 
it will pay them far better to do so than 
it will to carry heavy stocks < of My 
grade steels. i 
Mr. Greeory. — It is the wholesale 
houses which supply the individuals. — ~ 
Mr. GREENE.—But as a general rule — 
the merchants do not stock these high: 
grade steels. It is only certain specia 
industries which require to use them, an 
consequently it would not pay the whole 


saler to hold stocks of them against an 


emergency. Thus there is no fear tha 

these expensive steels will get into the 
hands of the wholesalers. I would fur- 
ther point out that many of the castings 


required in certain industries, and par- 


ticularly the larger castings, are needed. 
for special machines. Special patterns — 
are required according to the particular 
class of steel which is to be used. 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [2.58] tiny 
fail to see sad ‘the item (Mr, 


. “found ‘that his pranbeiion wil ae a 
more far-reaching effect than is now ap- 
parent, I do hope that he will have no 
a crane to recommitting the item. 
as Mr. Grezenz.—Not the slightest. 

Mr. GREGORY. — We are asked to 
sanction the imposition of high duties 
upon alloyed steel. 

“ Mr. Greenz— When the schedule has 
been dealt with, if the honorable mem- 
ber desires ‘to have the item recommitted, 
ns shall not raise the slightest objection. 

Moab. GREGORY) — Phe’ honorable 
gentleman’ s proposal provides for the im- 
_ position of a very high duty upon alloyed 
pete Such steels contain: manganese. 

But the Broken Hill Company has 

been manufacturing manganese _ steel, 
ae has been using manganese in the 

__ treatment of steel, for some © time 
ek Those interested in the Barrier 


‘mines were recently compelled to get. 


some of their supplies of manganese from 
Japan, with the result that some seven or 
: eight months ago, representations were 
made to me by persons in Western Aus- 
tralia, who were anxious to ascertain 
whether they could not secure a market 
for Western Australian manganese. If 
a moderate priced article alloyed with 
manganese be subjected to the same duty 
“ as an alloy with molybdenum, the pro- 
: posal may be more far-reaching in its 
effects than the Minister’ imagines. 


Mr. Marurws. — Because of the dif- 


Uearont values of molybdenum and man- 
ance! 

“Mr. GREGORY.—High grade carbon 
AG is produced by the electrolytic treat- 
ment. I can quite understand that those 
embarking upon the manufacture of these 
high-grade steels will, in the initial stage 

_of their operations, require some measure 
of protection. JI want honorable mem- 


bers to realize that as they increase the 


coe on the requirements of the mining 
or the agricultural Haseel atin an they de- 
_ grease development. 

Mr. Fenron.—The nein member 
always argues that as the result of manu- 
Me Gina such things here we shall have 
_ to pay more for them. That is a great 
blunder. r 

Mr. GREGORY—It is not a plunder: 
: tthe honorable member shuts his si to 
Sie: facts. — | y 


‘tion are made to him. 


| do. 80. 
_ Mr. Fexton—No; rT have my eyes 


honbeaubte member is ee his e 
the facts. In the Argus of 3rd ii 
the ne quotations for octagonal st 
went up to £95 per ton. | st 
will be very expensive if their prese 
prices are increased by 20 

cent. or 80 per cent. as the res 
of these duties, and the whole 
ing industry will be affected. a 
be satisfied, however, with the Mi 


recommittal of sul diet @ if eN 
tations as to the desirableness of. an 


member for Kalgoorlie ‘Ot Foley 
ought to bring this matter” ete 4 ee 
mining community. I agree wi h tt 


trolytic steel plants at Perth, Sydn 
in any other city reasonably ‘close to 
big mining districts must be of val 
provided that the prices of their m 
factures are oe within -reasona 
limits. ! 
soaring. 


as ere diel. 


Mr, FENTON (Maribyrnong) [ 
Large quantities of these raw 
have been sent from Australia 
eum, Germany, and elsewhere 
turned into high-class steels, anc 
manufactured article is brought ae 
this country. fe 


Mr. Gregory. — 
obi protection ? 


Mr. FENTON.—It is all ver a , 
the honorable member to pean Be 
natural protection thus enjoyed baie 
Minister has told us that se ei 


Whats 


us the benefit of oe expert advi 
bringing with them Magee 


this, those engaged in mining 
will be able to obtain aa 


Ar. bee 


At hat s, @) 


i ee fear ik Ad salut ce ye 
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Pekan: we were devenaens whtlly upon 
- importations we were absolutely fleeced. 
If local competition were wiped out we 
should again become hopeless victims of 
the importing interests. _ 

¢ Mr. Srewarr.—The same position 
would arise if all outside comEo on 
_ were removed. 

Mr. FENTON.—No, because we can 
exercise some control over local com- 
bines, and check their nefarious opera- 

tions. Does the Minister (Mr. Greene) 

_ think that he is providing sufficient pro- 

‘tection under the general Tariff? Our 

local manufacturers will be subjected to 
competition coming chiefly from coun- 
tries outside the Empire. 

Mr. Greene.—I think we are _ pro- 
viding quite sufficient protection. 

Mr. FENTON.—Then I have nothing 
more to say. 
Mr. FOLEY (Kalgoorlie) [3.6].—I am 
not going into the question raised by the 
honorable member who has just resumed 
his seat, since it is one that might be 
discussed’ on every item. I want to deal 
- with this proposal as it affects an in- 
ae dustry which is of great value to Aus- 

tralia at the present time. In the 

- Tariffs of 1908-11 and 1914 there ap- 
| peared the following :— 

Item 171—Manganese or chrome steel parts, 

viz. : Parts made of steel containing not less 

7 than 4 per cent. of chromium or not less 
_ than 7 per cent. of manganese which are used 
im grinding, crushing, or pulverizing ma- 
¢chinery, and come in contact with the 
_ material ground, crushed, or pulverized; ad 

Oe valorem, British, free; general, 10 per. cent. 
That line has been removed, and the 
_ parts covered by it are now being made 

_ dutiable under this item at 20 per cent. 
' under the British Tariff, 25 per cent. 
under the intermediate Tariff, and 30 
per cent. under the general Tariff, That 
is a very appreciable increase. In most 


: of the rock is broken by rock drills, and 
one or other of the classes of steel men- 


is used in the manufacture of those drills. 
The better the steel in the drills used by 
men working under contract in our 
mines, the more they are able to make. 
he ‘Minister, therefore. is putting a 
rect tax on a material used in the 
anufacture of an implement essential 
to the mining industry. I do not want 
to pull a poor mouth in ‘regard: to the 
Sate 


Twigs our. mining districts the great bulk 


tioned in the item now under discussion 


sent time. 


mining ae but I know that most off 
our mines which at one time produced 
tons of gold—I worked in a mine which — 
used to produce 1 ton of gold per month © 
—have now very reduced yields. Gold 
is of more value now than when oar 
output was much larger, and the price 
we are getting for it depends, not upon > 
Australian conditions, but upon foreign 
countries and the policy of foreigners. 

Mr. Srewart.—The same. a to 
agricultural industries, 

Mr. FOLEY.—I am as anxious as tha 


honorable member is to see the agricul- 


tural industries assisted, but at the pre- 
sent time, every penny added to the cost 


| 9993 


of mining strikes a direct. blow at the — 


only commodity that can help Australia 
out of the “ mud.” 

Mr. Srewart. — The 
What is it? 

Mr. FOLEY.—Gold. If the honorable 


only thing! 


member produced 1,000,000 bales of Wook e 


away out in the bush, ad could not sell 
it, of what good would the wool be to 
hin! 

Mr. Cuartron.—Can a man eat gold 
out in the bush? : 


Mr. Lazzartnt.—Gold is the most un- : 


necessary of all commodities. 

Mr. FOLEY.—T have heard that argu- 
ment before, but it is more necessary now 
to produce ‘all the gold we possibly can. 
than it was when we were producing 
greater quantities. When the production’ 


of gold was greater we had control of the ie. 


price, but we have no control now. 


Mr. Fremine.—We are getting a pre- | oN 


mium on it now. 

Mr. FOLEY.—From whom? 

Mr. Fremine.—From the people on the 

other side. 

Mr. FOLEY.—And those are the peo- 
ple who can say how long we are to get 
the premium. 

Mr. Grecory.—We got a premium on 
£1,000,000 last year, and the total ad- 
vantage to the country was a little over 
£300,000. 


Mr. 


= 


FOLEY.—But for the premium o be 


there would not have been: two mines — 


working on the Golden Mile at the pre-_ 
If gold is as “ unnecessary ” 
as has been suggested, it is, at the same 
time, a handy thing to have about one. 
When Victoria was suffering from the 
collapse of the land boom, the people of 


that State saw great virtue in the gold — 


19. on 


producdd in Western Australia, and it 
was that gold which extricated the whole 
og Australia, but particularly Victoria, 
from the financial troubles of the time. 
_ The gold we now produce is taxed to the 
uttermost. 

Mr. Fremine.—It is the same with the 
industrial metals. 


formed us that this duty is not to be 
imposed until such time as_ the 
works established in Western Australia, 
and elsewhere, can produce sufficient 
of the ‘commodity to meet the require- 
ments of the mining industry, and I 
suggest. that when he is considering that 
point he should, also consider, not only 
the classes of steel to which I have re- 
ferred, but all classes of steel, of which 
these metals are component parts, 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
be Bor Trade and Customs) [3.15]—As to 
_ the point raised by the honorable mem- 
ber for Dampier (Mr. Gregory), I know 
that the Broken Hill Proprietary Com- 
_ pany is making steel with a certain 
-. amount of. manganese in it. 
Mr. Forzy.—It is good steel. 
Mr. GREENE—It is. ~The amend- 


ment is not designed to deal with this 


: eran class of steel. 
Mr. Greeory.—But it does. 
Seca Mr, 
ber will see that the item speaks of 

£‘ alloy steels,’’ which are enumerated as 
*‘ introduced to impart. special qualities to 

: bane steel,’’ as ‘‘ prescribed by departmental 
by-laws. ” Those by-laws must, of necessity, 
Indicate the particular classes of steel to 
_ which they apply; that is to say, they will 
indicate the proportion of manganese. 
_ I cannot say for the moment what pro- 

portion of manganese it is designed to 
_ deal with, but it is a greater proportion 
oy than‘is used i in ordindry manganese steels: 
There is a great difference between the 

_ steels which the Broken Hill Proprietary 

_ Company are turning out and the par- 
ticular steel with which we wish to deal 
~~ under this item. These latter are alloy 
‘steels, with special characteristics, not the 

class of steel which is being turned out 
im large quantities~by the Broken Hill © 
_ Proprietary Company, and it is proposed, 
by the by-law to enumerate them from 

Bee tone to time as it becomes necessary. 


: auaber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. epee is. 
: ‘sonnected with 2 a Saran oy ates 1 


now fall under item 170. 


Mr. FOLEY.—The Minister has in 


GREENE —The. honorable mem-. 


The point raised by the honorable 


the seks hare mentioned, 


F heaatal 


Amendment Decbad to. * 
Item, as amended, many to. 
Ttem 137— 


ingots, pigs, scrap and Sa Dare) Ae 
plates, gps, Sheets, SS and. gees 


nickel, viz.:— 
(A) Blocks, cubes, ingots, pigs, sera, 
granulated ; angles, bars, pipes, 
rods, sheets, strips, tees, and 
not polished, plated, decora 
further manufactured. Free. 
(B) Aluminium wire—ad val., British, 
per cent.; intermediate, 15 oer x 
general, 20, per cent.” >) fe 

If honorable members will look at t 
as it stands, they will see it differs 
somewhat similar items coverin 
cial metals, in that it omits 


tees. ‘This, apparently, was an vet 1g 
and we desire to include them, 
now they fall automatically und 
manufacture of metal items, and are 
ject to a duty of 35 per cent. to 4 
cent. That was not intended, and 
pose to include them in item 137 
only aluminium product on whic 
sire to place a duty is aluminium Ww’ 
Mr. Grecory.—Are they ne 
make aluminium wire here? 
Mr. GREENE.—Yes. 
Amendment agreed to. 1 Nig 
Item, as amended, agreed to. 
Item 138 (Antimony, &e. ), agr agr 
Item 139 (Brass, &c.). 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) 


OE ROE 
tween ee two. 


ing ‘the item ; but, as the ean 
I do not see why they cannot be 
together. He 
: The TEMPORARY OH u 
(the Hon. D. Watkins) qa STS 
ae Tae dae desires to iy 


| Tariff. 


one is connected. with the other, and such 
_.& course will save time. 
'. Mr. GREGORY.—My only object is 
to save the time of the Committee. We 
are asked to pass an ad valorem duty on 
| a product which may be £60 per ton to- 
¥ day and £120 per ton to-morrow. Of 
| course, the market does not fluctuate so 
rapidly, but copper has been £56, £58, 
£60, and up to £160 per ton. If an ad 
> — palorem duty of 45 per cent. is fair now 
+n copper wire and brass wire, with 
_ topper at from £70 to £74 per ton, what 
will it be if the price of copper goes up? 
I am satisfied from what I have read 
_ about the copper market that prices are 
- going to increase; and if copper goes to 
- £120 per ton, we should be still giving 45 
per cent. profit to the manufacturers of 
_opper wire in this community. 
_ Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—Perhaps. the 
- manufacturers will not take advantage of 
oo it to raise their prices. 
he Mr. GREGORY.—That is the whole 
point. I appeal to all honorable mem- 
- bers who want to see telephonic communi- 
cations agen throughout the country 
districts. shall show the Committee 
how the of Ebene have taken advan- 
tage of the Tariff. 
| Mr. Hzoror Lamonv.—You 
> show that. 
. Mr. GREGORY—I shall prove it by 
sworn evidence tendered before the 
7 | Mega wiles i tage oe three 


kant 


being bila 
ag West.—That is drawn wire? 

Mr. GREGORY.—Yes, 200 Ibs. to the 
mile. I am sure the honorable member will 
agree that there has been a big overcharge 
when I relate the facts. When the Com- 
mittee went to Brisbane I was not there, 
but we had been making mquiries into 
the methods of contracting. The Deputy 
_ Postmaster-General, in Brisbane, on 7th 
March, said he received advice that morn- 

ing that the price would be £154 per ton. 
ig hen the sak a came before me rs 
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in the Government Gazette, fresh tenders 
were called, and the price for the same 


type of wire was £129 10s., or £130 pare: : 


ton. In sworn evidence hetoes the Com- — 


mittee it was pointed out that in pre 


war days the Postal Department estimated — 
the cost of their copper wire at from £15 — 


to £17 per ton over the price of elects : 


lytic copper. Therefore, if Sete 


copper was £70 per ton, they would esti- 


mate the cost of their wire at £87, and — 
that margin of £17 covered the cost Of 
manufacture in the Old Country, its 
freightage here, and, in fact, all charges _ 
and profits. We-were told in evidence 


the other day that for a small parcel £180 


per ton was asked, or £80 for the crave 


of the wire. ye 


Mr. West.—What gauge? 


Mr. Grecory.—Small wire, about. 50 


Ibs. to the mile. 


Mr. Hecror Lamoxp.—What quantity 
and what gauge? 


Mr. GREGORY.—It was a small quan- ‘ 
tity and a small size for telephonic pur- . 


poses. But in the prices generally that 


that firm were obtaining from the Go- 


vernment, their average demand was £60 
a ton over the price of electrolytic copper. 


It is fair to”assume that since pre-war — 


days the cost of production has doubled, 


and that, therefore, what cost £17 before _ 


the war costs £34 to-day. Taking even the 


last contract that was obtained, with wire — 


at £130 per ton, and copper at only £74 
per ton at the time, is a margin of £56 
a ton fair? The Minister, when dealing - 
with the duty on copper, pointed out that — 
some of this:had been based on the cost — 


of production. What has the cost of pro- a 
duetion to do with Government contracts 


or with the Minister in fixing his Tariff 
regulations ? 


tions that control the output in Australia. 


It is of no benefit whatever to the pro- — 


ducer, who has to depend on the markets 


tions that control the output do not bey 
at the cost of production at all. From 
iuformation which I have received pokh 
the company’s own representative, 


established at Port: Kembla is controlled — 


by the Mount Morgan, Mount Lyell, — 
Mount Cuthbert, and the Kembla ti a 
so the Ain is being a tase wou: in re 


A duty on copper itself is _ 
absolutely useless, except to the associa- 


of the world for his return, The organiza~ 


understand that the plant which has been : 


R 
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their interests. The aoe Be ‘Goins 
mission stated that from £8 to £5 per ton 
would be a fair amount as bounty or duty 
4 for drawing the wire or making the sheets ; 
and I should say that, allowing for the 
ay general all round increase in recent years, 
an increase to £8 or £10 per ton at the 
present time would be fair, Copper is 
_ always increasing or decreasing in value, 
and, this being so, how can honorable 
members pretend it is a fair thing to 
_ fix the duty upon the ad valorem value 
of the product? Five or six years ago 
_ copper was selling at below £60 per ton. 
_ During the war it rose to over £160 per 
ton. At present I think it is selling at 
about £77, and, according to an article 
that appeared i in the T'umes recently, there 
is going to be an advance in market rates. 


mous demand for copper, so much so that 
tke production of. copper goods for the 
general community ceased, in order that 
the entire output could be ‘devoted to war 
purposes; and, although an enormous 
- quantity is stored in the United States of 
America, it is held in strong hands, and, 
as I have said, the general belief is that 
_ the market price is going to advance. 
Sir Granvitrte Ryrm.—It ought to be 
a good thing to buy shares on that in- 
_ formation. 
: Mr. GREGORY.—I do not pose as an 
expert authority. The Minister may look 
up the article himself, and draw his own 
eor-clusions. If 45 per cent. ad valorem 
is a fair duty with copper at £70 per ton, 
will it not be far too much with copper at 
£100 or £120 per ton? Why should all 
the profit arising from such an increase 
go to this syndicate? vt. 


or. Mr. Hmoror Lamonp.—Copper cannot 
be produced in Australia for £70. The 
_ honorable member knows that. 


Mr, GREGORY .—Is it not strange that 


an honorable member who is carrying on 
a manufacturing industry should be asked 
to pay £100 per ton for standard, not 
i _ electrolytic, copper, whereas after igh 
_ he should get a rebate of 25 per cent.? 
‘Standard copper is only .£5 or £6 per ton 
less than electrolytic copper in price, al- 
though, formerly, it was from £10 or £12 
per ton less. The small manufacturers 
have to go to these big people, who are 
_ charging them £100 per ton for standard 


fectly well that the oo minin 


- Throughout the war there was an enor-— 


ae ay sae have compensa} 


copper, which, according to the latest re- 
urn, 1s eee a in - the open market at. Ae 


per ton, iets Lootralyn copp - 48 
at £76 and £77 per ton. TI knoy 


the veer le emit ae ne honorab 
member for Kalgoorlie (Mr, Foley), t 
producers, instead of being able to ser 
their product to America, where 
price was. yoy good, or to the Mc 


where oe got £115 per ton yy 
compared with the London a of 43 
per ton. 


Mr. 


valorem shee in this rey anit S ‘oe 
deavouring to impress on ‘the Comm 
the nature of the strangle-hold white 


I want to stress the point that the d 
is valueless to the prods hi 
and that the Mount L om 


) ure 
are closed. at in: 


on ee costs. To my mit 
due to the fact that the speci 
provided in this Tariff will giv 
quid pro quo in the form of 
protection. e 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp. Ba the 
is imposing increased — workin 


: smaller rannitauenee et in proportion to 
- the amount of the duty, and yet do nothing 
_ to help the copper miner. Australia pro- 
duces not more than 3 per cent. of the 
world’s copper output, but that quantity 
@ is ever so much more than is likely to 
be utilized in Australia for many years 
to come unless our population increases 
fourfold or fivefold. I desire these facts 
to be impressed upon the Committee. 
- America has been treating copper ore 
‘ averaging 1.6 per cent. of copper, and 
according to the last return that I saw cop- 
per ore averaging 1.7 per cent. was being 
profitably handled. There are no mines 
- working in Australia on anything like 
such low-grade ore.. That indicates the 
“necessity. for Australian copper producers 
employing the most up-to-date methods 
-and being able to get at reasonable rates 
the latest machinery in order to make 
their mines profitable. There was a 
magnificent copper proposition in the 
north-west of Western Australia, and the 
company spent an enormous sum _ of 
money upon a leaching plant which 
proved a failure. The company, instead 
of being permitted to send the ore abroad 
for treatment, was compelled to send it 
' to Port Kembla, and when copper was 
worth £115 per ton, the returns from 11 
per cent. ore did not pay realization and 
reatment charges. : 


Mr. GREENE That is very ee Le 
re, 


Mr. “GREGORY.—The Minister can_ 


snow nothing about copper mining if he 
‘says that 11 per cent. ore is low grade. 


he average percentage of the ore worked 


the United States of America in 1908 
was 1.67; in 1914, 1.6; and in 1916, 1.7. 
“Mr. Forzy. —Only very high-grade ore 
Id be profitably sent to Port Kembla 
treatment. 


2 aie i Western nba have not 
eceived very good treatment from those 
works. J have a list, which was pre- 
ared in November last, of the prices 
f copper in America, Great Britain, and 
pan, and it shows. that, although this 
ty was in operation at that time, there 

is only a fractional difference between 
figures for those countries and those 
fe HO Ppnpition Nee 


would be ample compensation for such outlay 


continued for a period of not less than five 


deal further with brass ; but when the: 


‘Therefore, the statement that the duty 
does not mean increased cost to the con- 
sumer is incorrect. The people of Aus- 
tralia have to pay for copper an increase 
representing the full amount of the duty. 
I do not know whether copper sheets are 
charged for on the same Scale, but the 
Postal Department to-day allows about 
£60 per ton for the local drawing of — 
copper wire weighing 200 lbs. to the 
mile. The Inter-State Commission, when ms 
reporting upon copper in 1916, said— ge 


From information, however, svat labia in 
connexion with iron and steel, the Commis- 
sion is of the opinion that a bounty of £3 
per ton should be ample to cover the extra 
cost of electrolytic refining and completing the 
finishing processes of rolling copper plates and 
bars, but that an extra bounty of £2 per ton 
should be given for the manufacture of copper 
and brass pipes and tubes and the drawing of 
copper wire. These bounties of £3 and £5. 
per ton respectively are only about 5 per cent. 
on the price of the goods named, and there 


in the initiation of the industry locally and 
the great benefit of having a supply of copper 
and brass manufactured goods ready at hand | 
for all the varied requirements of the Com- ~ 
monwealth. Bae 

The Commission has no information on bh 
which it can arrive at a conclusion as to the _ 
assistance required to enable covered and in- 
sulated cable and wire to be manufactured — 
locally, the varieties of size, weights, and 
covering materials being very numerous. Uae 


RECOMMENDATIONS. rhs 

1. That the following bounties be granted:— 
(a) £3 per ton on all copper or brass 
plates, sheets, and bars, and Ae 

(b) £5 per ton on all copper or brass ~ 
pipes, tubes, and wire, Rae 
manufactured in Australia from copper pro- 
duced and refined within the Commonwealth. _ 
These bounties should provide a fair stimu-  _ 
lus to manufacturers to initiate the industry, 
and the Commission recommends that they be 


years, at the end of which the bounties could. 
be reviewed, as full information as to costs of 
production would then be available. 


In order to prevent the undue tat wor of 
the cost of refining to be paid by mining com-_ 
panies, the Commission would suggest that a_ 
supervision of the prices charged for treatment 
by the refining companies should be insti- 
tuted. To permanently prohibit the export of 
copper ores, matte, and blister without some 
such supervision will give the refining com-— 
panies an undue monopoly which may react | 
on the copper mining industry. 


Mr. Gass.—I draw attention to the. 
state of the Committee. [Cuore 
formed. | . 


Mr, GREGORY.—I do not propose to 


Pe yahities is ‘considering the ciate. of 
copper I shall move for a duty to be 
i arian on copper imports at so much per 


wants 3 a fixed duty instead of ad paloran 

Mr. GREGORY.—Yes. | 
‘Mr. Muaruews.—Is the honorable 

1ember moving to increase the duty? 

_ Mr. GREGORY.—I am sorry that the 


I explained my intentions and my views 
_ regarding the cost of copper wire. I may 
say, here, that in connexion with one 
small parcel of copper ore, the pre-war 
cost was £17 per ton. In one instance, 
- the quotation given by the Port Kembla 
people to the Government was £80 per 
_ ton over the price of electrolytic copper, 
_ while the average price was about £60 per 


ton above. With the imposition of an ad, 


valorem duty, and copper rising another 

_ £20 per ton, we are making those people 
a present, as against the foreign pro- 
ducers, of 45 per cent. on the £20. It 
will not mean 1d. extra for the people 
_ employed in the industry, or Id, addi- 


tional cost, except solely in regard to the. 


“ ‘Sum to be paid for the copper itself. 
Mr. Greenz.— Does the honorable 


a tree? 
Mr. GREGORY.—I have no objection 


to their coming in free, for that would 


not affect us in the slightest degree. 


‘Mr. Gazs.—I think we ought to have- 


a quorum. [Quorum formed.] 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
_ for Trade and Customs) [3.55].—I do not 
propose to deal with copper in discussing 
the present item. TI desire now to amend 
_ the item under consideration, and, when 
the Committee is dealing with the next, 1 
shall have something further to say speci- 
_ fieally concerning copper. I move— 
‘That the following new sub-item be added:— 


Oia) Brazing and soldering alloys in any form 
/ oon and “after 10th June, 1921—Ad val., 


cent. general, 25 per cent. . 


_ Brazing and soldering alloys are com-_ 
_ posed of such metals as lead, tin, brass, — 
_ copper, &c., and are put up in forms such 


as grain or Hiselicie wire as well as in rod. 


honorable member was not present when 


- member ‘propose to make copper ingots _ 


their basis. The imposition of 
-10 per cent. on copper. ingots — 


British, 15 per cent.; intermediate, 20 per 


ported by the report of 


_ We have rods dutiable at. present, and it 


hs 

specifically included i in ees Tariff. 
is no reason to discriminate betw 
various forms in which they are p 
By this amendment it is proposed t¢ 
all dutiable. 7 
Amendment agreed to. 
Item, as amended, eat: to. 
‘Item 140— cles, 
Copper, viz.:— erat? 
(A) Block, Ingot, Pigs, Scrap, Jed, 
British, 10 per cent.; inter 
15. per cent.; general, 20 per 
(B) Angles, Bars, Plates, Rods, 
Strips, and Tee, not plated, polis 

decorated or further manufac 
‘but including plain, tinned, ad 

British, 25 per cent.; interm: 
35. per cent. ; general, 40. per ce! 
(c) Pipes and Tubes, not plated, po 
decorated or further manuta 


val,, British, 30 per ieee 8 
diate, 40 per cent. ; general, 45 pe 
cent. 


“Amendment (by . Mr. 
proposed— : | 
That. the following words te adtee ti 


item a4:— And on and after 10th ‘Tune, 1921, 
free.” ; 


This is one of the items in the 
which is Sale at Be tee 


age eee of copper in this pie 
one which, by itself, has not been able 
pay its Bake Mount ae woul | no 


MS, £6 


stances, oe proper way in hah 
with the matter is not Py pune 


Heep lave been built up with 1G pry 


means that the subsequent protec 
the pepe a Me andust no 


bronze > shee uteaee of 28 per cent. 
simply a protection of 15 per cent. 1 
carry the duty right through need 
inereases the cost of these — 
manufactures. This opt 


State ‘Commission in 


~ Commissioners ” aa not recom- 
Oecd the imposition of duties, but 
that a bounty of £3 per ton be given 
‘upon all copper or brass plates, sheets 
and bar's, and £5 per ton on all copper or 
brass pipes, tubes and wire, manufac- 
tured in Australia from copper produced 
é and refined within the Commonwealth. 
Most of the secondary industries which 
suse copper at all are able to employ that 
a form of the metal which is obtained by 
%  yoasting. Unfortunately, at present, I 
do not think any copper is available 
in Australia which is not electrolytic, 
and the subsidiary industries are accord- 
i ingly further penalized by the £4 or £5 
_« difference in the ‘price between standard 
he and electrolytie copper. 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
_ for Trade and Customs) [4.1].—The 
Inter-State Commission reported on the 
_ copper industry before copper was being 
_ manufactured in this country, and with 
all respect to its members I say that it 
_-would have been better for them to wait 
for more information before making a 
recommendation. 
Mr. Fenron.—And 1916 is now a good 
_ way off. 
Mr. GREENE.—Yes. The Commis- 
! sion’ s report seems to me to bear internal 
_ evidence that the Commissioners did not 
: give the subject the consideration it de- 
served. They recommended a bounty to 
“ establish the industry, based on the cost 
of rolling, and’they compared the cost of 
- rolling copper with that of rolling iron 
and steel. But the cost of rolling is affected 
‘by the amount of material to be rolled, 
it costing proportionately much less to 
b roll many thousands of tons than to roll 
- a few hundredweights. Consequently, in 
the circumstances reliance should not be 
placed on the report of the Inter-State 
_ Commission as to what would be sufficient 
rotection for this industry. The Com- 
“mission had in contemplation the starting 
of the copper industry in a small way, to 
be built up gradually; but we have now to 
deal with a different set of circumstances. 


‘turing its bopper: requirements, and for 
the making of ammunition there 1 is noth- 


we are using more copper than our mines 


Gotanranit was formed ar 
Ministry of the day took steps to get the 
manufacture of copper started in thi 


tionalist 


country as soon as possible. Thus the Port : 
Kembla works came to be established, an 


‘there to-day a very large part of the cop 


per requirements of the country are bein 
manufactured. The company is willin 
and ready to extend its operations, becaus 
the use of copper is increasing in Aus 
tralia, especially through the extension of 
electrical plants everywhere. Indeed, the 
increase in the use of copper is something 
to be marvelled at, and I think that with: 
in a comparatively short space of time — 
we shall be making all the copper we re- 
quire, and utilizing every ounce of copper 
that we mine. uy 
Mr. Grecory.—Yes; if , the copper 
mines -remain closed. 


Mr. GREENE.—At present, of course, u 


are producing. The honorable member 
for Dampier, speaking earlier in the after- — 
noon, expressed the opinion that the duties — 
on copper should be fixed rates, one of his 

reasons being the fluctuation of the Lay 
of copper. But this fluctuation of price — 

makes me prefer ad valorem rates. The 

price of copper more than that of any 
other metal is controlled by powerful — 
commercial influences. Whatever the 
copper organization may be in Australia, © 
it ig an infant, both in size and in experi- 
ence of the wiles of the business world, 
compared with the huge Combine that 
controls the copper market outside Aus- 
tralia. 


Mr. Grecory.—The Australian | or- 
ganization has sone strange rules in its 
articles of association. 


Mr. GREENE.—I do not understane 
the obsession of the honorable member’s 
mind by this particular combination. 
Why should we leave our producers of 
copper at the mercy of an organization 
outside Australia, which controls the ma 
kets af the world, and dictates to the pr 
ducers what they shall accept for their 
ore? Thecopper quotations are the prices 
at which this organization says that 
copper shall be sold. I cannot say what 
justification there is for the fears of the — 
honorable member for Dampier, but — 
knowing what I do of the organization 
outside, I set to work to arrange first of 


duction of copper, and then for the build- 


- comparatively short space of time will use 
all the copper ore that our miners produce. 
Hence I have proposed duties on, the 
ingot. Every one knows that the cost of 
mining copper in this country is con- 
siderable. The actual cost of producing 
it, independent of the precious metals 
usually associated with it, is greater than 
its present market price, and often 
greater than the price to which the Com- 
bine outside permits the copper market 
_ to 80. 

7 un ‘Mr. Grecory.—Do you think that we 
- can make a copper market of our own? 


I felt that it was desirable to protect our 
ian “miners from the ill-effects of the manipu- 
om ae of the copper market outside. 


Dr. Eartz Paor—tIf you do that you 


ie higher. 


Mr. GREENE.—We have, of course, 
to carry the protection right through the 
industry, and, therefore, none but ad 
valorem rates would suit. If we imposed 
a fixed rate of, say, £15 a ton, and the 
cost. of producing copper in this country 
were £90 a ton, and its price outside Aus- 
tralia £65 a ton, the duty would be in- 
effective. Whenever the price of copper 
outside fell much below the Australian cost 

__ of production, the local manufacturing in- 
dustry would have to import copper in 


ingots, or shut down. So it seemed to . 


me desirable that an ad valorem duty 

should be imposed and arranged in such 
a way as to protect in the first place the 
local producer of copper, and then the 
local manufacturer of copper into the 
> finished article. — 


_ Mr. Fenron.—The outside organiza- 
_ tions have the power to “bull” or “bear” 
_ the market as they please. 


) Mr. GREENE—TI think so.) I do 
not know that it is necessary for me to 
‘say any more on this subject. I admit 
_ frankly that at present the use of copper 
in Australia does not cover the whole of 
a ae production. ae 


Mr. Grucory. — The’ whole? 
does not the Minister quote some pea 
to show ke, : 


all. en ‘the F oReiion of the Tocal pro- : 


‘ing up of an industry which within a 


“Mr, GREENE.—TI believe that we can. 


a a must make the secondary duties aa 
| production, 


even in its ‘nitial stages, will req 


the whole of the eee ro 


Why 
_[4.20].—-After the very exha 
we he on ie iron an 


conederane ee 
difficult to estimate. | 


Mr. Grugory.—Let the Minist 
our pre-war imports. 


Mr. GREENE.—I know that ¢ 
pany has increased its output duri 
last twelve months more than five t 


Be 


per cent. of copper in their’ proces 
have increased by leaps and bounds t 
consumption of copper. I am ineli { 
to think, considering the various usi 
which copper is applied in this co 

that we have now reached a stage 
which we are consuming practically 
half of our actual production. 
could suppose, as I think he reasonab 
may, that the increased use of cop 
the near future will be proportio 
the increase of its use during the pé 
few years, we cannot be far remo 

from the time when we shall be cons 
ing most, if not the whom of ov 


Dr. Eartz Pacr.—We soon Po 
Clarence River electrification: sch D 
undertaken. 


. Mr. GREENE.—The herieeet 
ber has reminded me that a num 
works are in contemplation thro 
Australia for the development of 
ated and ae full ithe 


dreds if not, thousands of tons o 
When its operations are extended 
wide the quantity of copper that 
required to hd the electric cur 


will be simply Misnerien ae The 
to which the honorable member 


production of electricity will, I 
brought to fulfilment some day, 
also will require many thousands 
of copper. We are, as I-ha 
rapidly approaching ‘the time wl 
shall consume in Australia p 


country. 


OMT; 


HECTOR LAMON D- 


until 


| stronger arguments are advanced 
against the duties on copper proposed by 
the Minister than have been so far ad- 
- vanced, I shall not attempt to argue the 
question at length. I think that it is 
a misfortune that the honorable member 
for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) lived so long 

) before the war. Since the war he ap- 
me pears to have lived in obscurity, as he 
does not seem to be able to adjust his 
ij views to the entirely changed condi- 
vf *tions of Australia. The honorable 
: member quotes the figures of markets 
before the war. His eyes appear to be 
entirely closed to the fact that every 
foundation upon which those figures rest 
_ was shaken by the war. The position in 
which Australia finds itself to-day is as 
far removed from its position in 1914 
___as the Middle Ages were removed from the 
end of the nineteenth century. We are liv- 
sing now under entirely different conditions 
from those which prevailed before the 
war. Figures quoted from the pre-war 
period are of little or no use to us as 
-_ giuides in considering financial or social 
-_ conditions, or in the consideration of the 
Tariff. The whole of our previous land- 
marks have disappeared, and an entirely 
new set of circumstances confront states- 
men of to-day. The honorable member 
has referred us to a quotation for a small 
parcel of wire that went to a very high 
- priee. He would have gained more in- 
formation if le had considered what our 
imports of copper were during the war, 
and how niuch they cost, and had further 
___ eensidered the record of this particular in- 
dustry at Port Kembla. He would have 
found that the moment that industry 
_ started to produce copper wire the price 
of the wire to the Australian consumer 
commenced to tumble down. During suc- 
cessive years Australian consumers were 
- charged by foreign manufacturers as high 
as £200 per ton, but Mount Kembla com- 
» menced the manufacture of the article, 
and next year the price was £170; in the 
following year it was £140, and I do not 
know how much lower it is to-day. Within 
two months of the Mount Kembla people 
being in a position to deliver copper wire 
to Australian consumers, jthe Japanese 
manufacturers of the article cut their 
_ prices by one-half. This has been the 
experience, not only of this particular in- 
dustry, but of every tindustry that is 
affected by the Tariff. The farmer thinks 


e 


Diets 


that he will get cheap agricultural machi-- 
nery by importing it from abroad 3 but. 
if there is no competition in Australia he 
will not get anything cheap by importing 
it from abroad. The manufacturer abroad 
expects to exploit this market, and he wil 

gei the highest price for his goods that 
he can obtain. That price is limited onk 

by the ability of the industry in whicl 

his manufactures are used to pay, unles 

there is internal competition against hi 

manufactures. The history of manufac 

tures in this country has been that the 
goods were in the first instance introduced 
entirely from abroad, and subsequently 

manufactured here. It was only when im- — 
ported productions were brought into com- 
petition with local manufactures that 
there was any reduction in price. By the 
establishment of local manufactures we. 
do not add to the cost of the article 
produced, but in almost every in- 
stance the ultimate result has been 
to reduce to the consumer the cost 
of the manufactured article. If hon- 
orable members who are. engaged in 
agriculture will consider the prices they 
have paid for articles they have used 
for the past twenty years, they will find 
that none of the arguments, which appear. 
so plausible when presented in the guise 
in which the honorable member for Dam- 
pier (Mr. Gregory) has presented them, 
carry any weight at all. I hope that, in 
connexion with this item, the Committee 
will repeat the decision at which it arrived 
in dealing wth the prevous items affect- 
ing another great basic industry. Hon- 
orable members should rejoice, as I do, 
that, because of circumstances due to the 
war, we have developed our industries to. 
the extent we have. Nothing has give 

me greater pleasure during the past year 
than to look around and notice the enor 
mous strides which local manufacture 
have made. If this Parliament can do 
anything to help them, it is certainly our 
duty to give them all the protection pos- 
sible. We must bear in mind that, whilst 
this Parliament has the power, through 
the Tariff, to give local industries a 
fair chance, and the power by Protectio 

to secure the establishment of those local 
industries, they are on the spot, and sub 
ject to our laws. While we have them i 
that position, if those engaged in ther 
do the things which it is alleged by som 
that they will do, the fault will be our, 


{ 


$k 
Cre 


things. - “I hope that the item will be 
assed in the form submitted by the 
Aigiatee for Trade and Customs. 


kite 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [4. yaa hare 
‘The last speaker has indulged in a lot 
of generalities, and has submitted no 
proof in support of the statements he has 
made. Surely the question we have to 
consider is whether or not the duty pro- 
posed in connexion with the copper in- 
dustry is justified. I am quite prepared 
o do the fair thing by any Australian 
industry, but I say that the duties pro- 
‘posed in this case are preposterous, and 
there has not been the slightest effort 
to controvert that statement. The Min- 
ister for Trade and Customs 
Greene) has. expressed his preference 
for an ad valorem duty on this item 
instead of a fixed duty, and has told us 
that he cannot agree with the report of 
the Tariff Gorissen | @vhero did! the 
honorable gentleman get his information ? 


e mise a is in the power of his Pat 
iament to prevent them doing those 


(Mr. 


How was it possible for him to obtain | 


information that was more reliable than 
ies that which the Tariff Commission was 
in a position to secure? I do not pro- 
- pose to depend entirely on the opinions 
of the officers of the Trade and Customs 
Department. The Minister can secure 
reports on these questions, but they are 
f one-sided reports. 


‘ Mx. Hzcror Lamono. ae could not 
much more one-sided than were some 
of the reports of the Inter-State Com- 
_ mission, particularly the report in con- 
~nexion with boots, which was not only 
one-sided, but*quite impracticable. 


Mr. GREGORY.—The Commission in 
making» its investigations took sworn 
evidence. We have the same trouble 
through the whole piece. 
to rely upon departmental reports, be- 
cause surely the Minister for Trade and 
Customs cannot claim that he has special 


: personal knowledge in regard to all these . 


: anattiers. 


Mr. Hector Lamonp.—He has Apeeia 
“channels of information. - 


Mr. GREGORY.—He has 
rental channels, and may obtain infor- 
m tion : prom ee Pare ened in 1 A duties. 


We are asked. 


depart- | 


I say that a Tariff impost of 45 per-cen 


looking it. 


the Mount Morgan ore, but I know 


duction we Seftnane’) expect 


fosmid awh the Commission 
exploit. Hf : 

Mr, GREGORY. —Those intereste 
the various industries put only one s 
of the question before the Minister, 


considering the: report of 
Commission, and putting its sibel 
before the Committee. Although | 
Tariff Commission said that from — 
to £5 per ton was a fair ben 
this article, I say that, 
with the duty, it. ought to have } 
more on account of war cond 
I am = quite. content to- 
larger amount than ‘ that 
by the Tariff Commission. 
ister has very. carefully — He 
most important point. I have poi ted 
out that officers of one of the Govern- 
ment Departments, in sworn eviden 
before the Public Works Commit 


to £17 per ton over the price ‘of ec 
trolytie copper. The price they are : 
ing to-day is from £56 to £60 per 
over the price of electrolytic copper, 


is in the circumstances an unfair 
upon the people of Australia. 
Mr. Heoror Lamonp.—The pric 
electrolytic copper in Australia is fre: 
£25 to £30 per ton more than the on 
side rate at the present time—a fe 
which the honorable member over. 
Mr. GREGORY.—I am not 
I say that there is a % 
bine between Mount Kembla, Mou 
Lyell, and Mount Morgan. 
Mr. Hxecror Lamonp.—The honora 
member says that now, but that is 
what he said when yeferring to. 
Mount Morgan mine a week ago. 
- Mr. Warr —But that was la 
Mr. GREGORY.—I was di ms 
attention to the fact that by the imposi 
tion of these duties the Minister; 
Trade and Customs is making the ¢ 
ing on of industries a very expensi 
matter. I do not know the quali 


it is not nearly so low as ip averas 
that are being treated in America 
we do not adopt up-to-date met ods 
decrease where we can the cost 


y. ane they must | 
mployment be rife all over the country. 
‘According to the contracts let by the 
_ Postal Department the Commonwealth is 
paying £50 or £60 per ton for drawing 
wire. . If copper rises to £100 per ton we 
' ~ shall, under this proposal, be placing an 
oe increased duty cap all our copper pro- 
id stam 

Mr. Hzcror Pion. —If the price of 
» ah rises to £90 per ton, two-thirds of 
Me _the honorable member's s argument will go 
sat by the board. 


Mr. GREGORY.—Not at all. The 


& - Minister’s statement in regard to our con- 


| ie, According to the Year-Book ot Aus- 
tralia our production of copper in 1915 
was valued at £4,600,000, in 1917 it was 


was £4 464, 000. ‘Unfortunately, the pub- 
ge lication which I ‘have quoted does not 
give the total tonnage of copper produced. 
In 1913, which was the year prior to the 
6 outbreak of war, the value of our copper 
imports was £295, 000. In fixing these 
duties we have to remember that our 
- copper producers have to compete in the 
markets of the world. The price of cop- 
per is not’ fixed by a combine, but 
y the London Metal Exchange. There 
may be times when its value varies 
slightly, but the Minister (Mr. Greene ) 
must, know that, although America is pro- 
ducing more’ than 50 per cent. of the 
world’s copper output, other countries 
are also producing. this metal in large 
quantities. The proposed duties upon 


copper producer, because he has to sell 
his product im the markets of the world. 


That the following words be added to sub- 
tem B:—‘‘And on and after 10th June, 
1921, per ton, British,’ £8; intermediate, £12; 
general, £15. 


~ Question—That the words proposed to 


be added be so added—put. The Com- 
mittee divided. 
LAD: 4 Sy Ne as mic aly 4 
“Noes =.) ve a eee 
Riasolie. oy a 2D 
Zé AYES. 
owden, BE. K. © Wienholt, A. 
cook, oy ee Tellers: 
2 Gregory, > ERS 


Stewart, A Ess G. 


Atkinson, I. 


Bamford, F. W. Lamond, Hector 
Bayley, J. G. Lister, J. H. ~ 
Bell, G. J. Livingston, J. 
Best, Sir Robert Mackay, G. H. 
Cameron, D. C. “Mahony, W. G. 
Chapman, Austin Maloney, Dr.. 
Charlton, M. Mathews, J. 
Cook, Sir Joseph Rodgers, A. S. 
‘Corser, Hy.) Be Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Fenton, de Be ‘Smith, Laird 
Foley, G. Watt, W. A. 
Foster, Richard Wise, G. Hs 
Francis, F. H. 

Gabb, J. M. Tellers :. 
Greene, W. M. Burchell, R. J. 
Groom, L. E. Story, W. H. 


“sumption of copper was a preposterous - 


worth £4,800, 000, ee in 1918 its value. 


copper will be of no value to the ordinary 


Higgs, W. Qe ae 


Question so resolved in the negative 
Amendment negatived. 
Item agreed to. 


Item 141— 


Lead sheet, and lead piping, ad val., ‘British 
10 per cent.; intermediate, 15 per cent; ws 
ral tariff, 20: per cent. Mr? 


Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [4 43] 
I understand that a request has been 
made for aw increase in the duties »pro- 
posed in this item, and in view of. the 
cost of lead production i in Australia I am 
hopeful that the Minister will extend 
sympathetic consideration to it. In order 
to put the industry upon a stable basis, it 
would be a fair thing to increase the , 
duties to 20 per cent. under the British 
preferential Tariff, 25 per cent. under 
the intermediate Tarif, and 30 De cents 
under the general Tariff. it 

Mr. Greenz.—tl have looked into ‘that 
complaint. | 

Mr. FENTON.—In a etcntar letter to 
honorable members it is stated— = 

The position, however, at present in regar 
to this industry is that, owing to the high 
cost of lead production in Australia and ‘the 
tremendous slump in metal prices througho} 
the world, the -Australian manufacturer — 
paying for his pig lead £27 10s., whereas ‘th 
English manufacturer can. purchase his. Pl 
lead. at about. £6 10s. per ton. less. ; 
I fear that, unless increased protectio 
be granted to the sheet lead and lead pips — 
ing industry, it may possibly be wiped 
out. At any rate, I would like the Mi 
ister to consent to shghtly higher duties 
being levied upon this item than those — 
which are now proposed. | . 


Mr. GREENE (Rickerowh Ate = 
sn Trade and nClaeieny [4 a) oe ir 


° 


ceanely a passing one, and he. “difficulty 
which he has stressed cannot possibly last. 


_ terfere with these duties. Australia is 
one of the biggest producers of lead in 
he world, and what we are manufactur- 
ie is a mere bagatelle to what we ac- 
As a rule, the een een 


he aie FENTON. a oe is the Ae 
tralian. manufacturer paying more to- 


(day: 
Ver. GREE NBT anticipate that the 
Spe auiod. is that certain contracts have 
been entered into covering a certain 
- period at a certain price, and that the 
‘market has since fallen. That is an 
ordinary trade happening, and I do not 
‘see why I should be called upon to alter 
‘a duty to meet such circumstances. I 
ae it to be a purely business diffi- 


come involved. One cannot help feeling 
‘a certain amount of sympathy for him, 
but I would point out that under this 


which have not previously been in the 
Tariff. The local manufacturer was 
‘earrying on to some extent before any 
duty was imposed, and I think the duty 
for which I have provided in all the cir- 
-eumstances is sufficient. 
Item agreed to. 
Item 142 (Platinum), and item 143 
eee iron and steel) agreed to. 
- Item 144 (Zine and spelter). 
-. Mr. STEWART (Wimmera) [4.47].— 
es So eiding to a document that I have be- 
fore me, the price of spelter in England 
and America to- day is £25 per ton, where- 
as in Australia it is £33 per ton. 
Des correct that spelter, although produced 
here, is dearer in Australia than in the 
- markets of the world an explanation is 
required. 
_ ther these figures are correct; and, if so, 
eS what 1 is the explanation ? 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
By Vor Trade and Customs) [4.48]—I can- 
not say whether or not the figures quoted 
py: the honorable member are correct, but 


_T have had some complaints recently ‘that 


oeeter’ is costing more in Australia than 
- outside. 


An country as the result of the war. The 


‘That is why I do not feel disposed to in- 


culty in which the manufacturer has be-. 


‘particular item I have provided for duties 


If it 


Will the Minister state whe- 


that point. 


Here, again, we are dealing 
with an industry which was established in 


Production of spelter before the’ war was sheet). 


J 
the patron of war it was co 1 
most desirable that an effort. shou 


enter upon (as establiahaese ae th 
dustry in connexion with the hydro- 
tric works in Tasmania. Spelter, 
a number of other things, has been s 


during the last few months, bas ve 
cipate that the position will rectify ieeh 
before very long. I can only sees 
that probably the same ae 


nexion with jail 


Mr. Stewart.—Spot spelen is qu ted 
to-day in England at £26 5s. per ton 

Mr. GREENE.—I anticipate that 
people who are complaining have entered 
into contracts for the supply of a certain 
quantity of spelter over a definite per 
at a definite price, and it may be th 
they are paying for their spelter to-day 
little more than the market price. 
cannot expect everybody to immedi. 
cancel their contracts when | m 


falls. 


Mr. a _y 0. 


iE fall in 2 wit 


Me. WATKINS (N eile [4. 1].— 
I have here a letter in which it is state 
that the price of spelter in. ‘Au 
to-day is considerably in excess of the 
price ruling in England and America. 
This matter has some bearing on : 
item dealing with galvanized iron plates. 
In a letter dated 19th ult., which I 
before me, it is stated that spelte 
England | and America are selling at 
per ton, whereas in Australia the pric 
£33 per ton. It is somewhat rema 
that here, where we produce spelte 
price should be higher than in England 
The higher price is put down to aie m. 
conditions. an 


Mr. Greene. have just deal 
I think the pent 


ten a tons fo 
- Item 145 Sas go stool, a 


stle) ee 


| item, I referred 

the relation beetween spelter. and gal- 
anized iron and steel plates; which are 
overed by the item now before us. 
These plates are now being manufactured 
Australia, and are going to be turned 

ut here on a very large scale. Does the 
inister consider that the protection pro- 
vided for the finished sheet is sufficient. 

_ Mr. Bowpzn.—It will be £5 10s. per 
he under the oe ide Tariff as from 1st 


Mr. ‘WATKINS. —Such a ‘duty on a 
finished product, on analysis, may not be 
found so high as at the first blush it ap- 
pears to be. 
~ Mr. Ricnarp Fosrsr. gaan is a very stiff 


y° 
Mr. “WATKIN S.—The duty under the 
general Tariff at the present time is only 
ee per ton. Will the Minister promise 


| Geumentet will : 

_ Mr. WATKINS.—A very large amount 
of capital has been invested in local 

works, and in providing for the housing 

of the men who have been brought out 

here to carry on the industry. The posi- 
_ tion in regard to. shipping and freights 
of late has also materially changed. 

Ships coming out here to take our grain 


may be prepared to bring out material | 


of this kind at very low rates. That is 

one of the dangers that. our big indus- 
tries have to fear. — 

Mr. Greenz.—wWe are looking after 

: WATKINS.—As the honorable 

member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Foley) 

pointed out recently, it costs more to send 


asa from. one me ae our coast to 


he Rene protection enjoyed bn our in- 

_ dustries is not what some honorable mem- 

bers would have us believe it to bey I 

accept, however, the Minister’s promise 
oY, that he will look into this matter. 

Item agreed to. 

Item 146. (Plates, sheets, pipes, &c. a. 
item 147 (Iron and steel) ; item 148 (Leaf 
and foil of any metal or shape) ; item 149 

_ (Steel, rough shaped); item 150 (Steel, 

and ¢ or ribbon) 3 and item 151 ee 


ae 159 


(A) Iron and steel Lien or ne a 


And on and after Ist July, 1921, ce val 


aliitiets 273° oT cent. ; 
cent. ; 


or “not, but ait including eycle frase pa 
or wholly finished ; wrought iron and § 
pipes, n.e.i.; wrought iron and malleable cast-— 
iron fittings for pipes, ad val., British, 274 
per cent.; intermediate, 35 per cent. : a 
40 per cent. 

Mr. GREENE CRichmona nee 
for Trade and Customs) [4.59].—I ha 
an amendment to move in . sub-item B. 


head ‘to amend sub- item A, scone 
those who are proposing to manufa, 


these tubes and pipes here are not ye 


quite ready to go on with the indu try 
My. GREENE.—Yes. I move— 


That sub-item (a) be amended by omit 
1st July, 1921, ” and Simms ue Ist ss anuar 
1922,’ 


Amendment agreed to. 
Mr. GREENE (Richinond i ste 
for Trade and Customs) {[5, Q] -[ 
move— : 


That sub-item (B) be amended by addi 
following words:—“and on and atter le 
June, 1921 : 

(B) Close-jointed iron or steel pipes 
punens che tubing, including ro 


sludine cycle frames partly or ah 
finished ; wrought iron and stee 
pipes, 0 .e.1. 3 ; wrought iron and maile. 
able cast-iron fittings for pipes, 
cast-iron’ fittings for pipes of 
more than 2 inches internal dia 
meter, ad val., British, 273 pet SS ke 
intermediate, 35 per cent. ; : 
Tariff, 40 per cent.’’ 


The object of the amendment is to. dale 


cast-iron. fittings for pipes | of not. aM : 
item 153, and make them subject to 1 be 
same as ‘wrought-iron malleable fittir 
This ne obviate the examination by th 


rates. The amendment will bring all 


fittings, whether cast or malleable, und 


one rate; otherwise there is involved 
trouble in’ finding out whether the pip 
fittings are cast or malleable, and ve 
often this gives rise to dispute. } 
Amendment agreed to. aie 
Item, as amended, agreed to. , 


general, 80s. , 


‘That the following words be added:—“ and 
x and after 10th June, 1921—Iron pipes, cast, 
and cast-iron fittings for pipes of more than 2 
inches internal diameter, per ton, British, 48s.; 
intermediate, 65s.; general Tariff, 803.” 

Honorable members will notice that cast- 
iron pipes of less than 2 inches internal 


for Trade and Customs) — 1.31 


we are providing for cast-iron pipes of 

more than 2 inches. : 

_ Amendment agreed to. 

: Item, as amended, agreed to. 

Item 154— 

Railway and tramway material, viz.:— 

(A) Rails weighing 50 Ibs. per yard and 
over, per ton, British, 35s.; inter- 
mediate, 60s.; general, 75s. 


- Mr. FOLEY (Kalgoorlie) [5.5] —I de- 
sire to lay before the Committee one or 
two views which I hold in regard to the 
manufacture and supply of this material. 
On a previous item much of the discus- 
sion centred on steel rails, and the 
opinions were many and. varied as to 


manufacture of these at the present time. 
I have criticised Australian manufac- 
turers for not producing the rails neces- 
sary in this country, and I still contend 
that they are not turning out what users 
- desire. The Australian manufacturers of 
steel rails are doing what many shop- 
_ keepers do when a customer inquires for 
a certain article which they do not 
produce or sell; they say to the customer 

that, though they have not the article, 


they “have something equally good.” - 


Ot course, if, under the circumstances, 


; the salesman makes the sale, he is regarded 


asa valuable man; but I do not think that 


is what should take place here. There are — 


: _ many opinions as to. whether the com- 

-modity which. the Australian manufac- 
turers are turning out is as good as the 
article required by those who use it. Re- 

cently there was a proposal to place a 
big order for 5,000 tons of rails with 
one of the steel-manufacturing companies 
in Australia; but that company couid not 


ay 


Ae WES sae mi oy : ‘ : ¢ + aly ; 
desired class of rails, The comy 


‘Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 


diameter were put in item 152, and now letter in the following terms, was 4 


what Australia is doing in regard to the 


comes from him. Personally, I 


not make them. _ 
iron and steel products send th 


supply it, because they do not produce the facturing companies, and thos 


course, offered something that th 
tended was equally good, and it mi 
but even the composite rail offerec 


substitution, they could not undertak 


to supply under twelve months, — 
that be so, I contend that we, 
presenting Australian interests, sho 
decide to admit that particular 
rail duty free until it can be 
factured here. As to the facts 
another case which I propose to cite, 
honorable member for Fremantle — 
Burehell) will support what I say. 


that gentleman from the Fremantle T 
way Board, which desired to purchase r 
in large quantities :— eee 
2nd March. 1921. 
I have been asked by my Board to b 
under your notice the obstacles we ha 
eontend with in endeavouring to obtain 
for urgent extensions necessary to our t 
ways. The Board and the State Governm 
Tramways sent their managers to Newcastl 
in October last for the purpose of obtaining 
rails, if possible, or, if not, to find out 
reason. We offered to place our com 
order for 5,000 tons with the Broken Hi 
Co. Ltd., but received not the slighte 
couragement. To our inquiry Mr. Delpra: 
manager, stated he had no intention of r 
English standard rails; that he did not 
when he would be in a position to ma: 
ture the standard rail lately approved 
Sydney Tramways, and that he could not p 
mise the composite rail within twelve mont 
We could not, under any circumstances, 
the latter. As rails are not manufact 


my Board is anxious that you should 
best endeavours to have the duty on ra 
moved until such time as we can obtain : 
able rail in Australia. Mere N: as ta 
The tramway rail that was needed wasa 
grooved rail, such as the Tramway Board ~ 
had been using right throughout thi 
system. Ge ee Se 


Mr. Greenz.—Perhaps I can shorten 
the discussion by saying that those rails 
are free of duty at the present time om 

Mr. FOLEY.—I know that the ‘hono: 
able member for Fremantle has be 
working assiduously in connexio: 
this matter, and my 


sooner see those rails made i 
but 


the manufacturers — 
‘Some consum 


el: 


neers to give orders to Australian " : 


Ananey ; i ies 


pose con 3 which are not imposed 
“manufacturers outside this country. 
- Mr. Grsson.—Who are those engineers? 
Mr, FOLEY.—They are, engineers all 
ver Australia, who have the conduct of 
various large works, i 
- Mr. Grsson.—This matter ought to be 
Ree. sa 7 : 


d, : : 
dvantage or impost, representing at least 
2 or 3 per cent. against the local manu- 
_ facturers, arcs | 
more than that. 
Mr. FOLEY.—What I have given re- 
“presents the least that this impost can 
‘Yepresent. Even if we, with the best 
intentions in the world, impose a high 
duty, as representing a fair handicap, 
it is nullified by the conditions imposed 


ae 


by the engineers to whom I refer; and I 
hope this matter will be borne in mind 
by the Minister when he is considering 
another measure which, we understand, is 
‘to be introduced. If the Australian 


manufacturers keep to their expressed in- 


tention, we are likely to have these rails 
roduced in Australia; but, however that 
ay be, I shall read the answer or ex- 
planation of the manufacturing com- 
any— : rf 

| : . 28th May, 1921. 
‘With reference to previous communications 
eoncerning the rolling of grooved tramway 
wails, I have to advise you that the matter is 
eceiving our very serious consideration, but, | 
wing to technicalities not altogether over- 
ome, we are not at present in a position to 
oll these grooved tramway rails. You. are 
doubtless aware that these grooved rails are 
‘not always used for tramway tracks, the prac- 
ice in various State capitals being to lay two 
2) tee rails side ‘by side, one rail acting as 
e running rail for the cars and the inner 
il as the check’rail against the pavement. 
_ These rails, of course, we could supply in vari- 
ous weights and in any quantity. Again, we 
also roll a composite tramway section made up 
yf an $0-Ib. tee rail, to which is bolted a guard- 
late or check, the two making the composite 
 gection. This latter type of rail has been used 
‘by the Fitzroy Tramway Trust, the Footscray 
Tramway Trust, the Hobart and Launceston 
ramways, and in New Zealand, and we are 
at present negotiating for a large quantity 
with the New South Wales Government. As 
is possible that some tramway engineers 
ay prefer the crn tramway rail, we are 

the opinion t 


" 


= 


Mr. Greznu.—tIt amounts to very much - 


ry 


to purchase.compound rail sections; 


view of the practice as mentioned, the ma 
should be considered from this stand-point. 
We also desire to point out, however, that 
grooved tramway rails and tee rails are en- 
tirely distinct, the former being used for tram- 
way purposes only, and the latter for both 
tramway and railway purposes. a 


I believe that a better road could be lai 
with the rail mentioned in that lette: 
It is better than the ordinary groove 
rail, | : ae 
Mr.. Warxins. — Do you think 4 
road would be better if the composi 
rail were used? ee 


~ 


Mr. FOLEY.—No, the road with - 

big rail and the check rail is the bette 

as mentioned in that letter. mee 
Mr. Warxins.—That is the one 

can make here? Dak 
Mr. FOLEY .—Yes. 

the purpose. 


down, once the grooved portion is worn 


out the whole rail is practically worthle 

for tramway purposes, but when the big 
rail is laid down with a check rail, if the 
check rail becomes worn on one side by 


used. 

article would be better. a 
into consideration as against the cost of — 
the other rail, I believe we should get 
better value, but not sufficient to compen: 
sate for the other conditions that pre 
vail regarding the contract. The hon- 
orable member for Newcastle (Mr. Ws 


-kins) said that two contracts were | 


recently—one in Western Australia, and : 
the other in New Zealand—for which the - 
Broken Hill Proprietary Company ~ 


‘ 
dered. In the case of the Western Aus- 


bringing the price up to about £23. 
Western Australian Government let 


cost them, duty paid, less than £17. 
Mr. Warxtys. — Made from Germa 
blooms. Ro: 
Mr. FOLEY.—No. If I could pu 
nail in Germany’s coffin, or in anythi 
with German sympathies, I would rus 
to beat the honorable member to do it. 
I showed this by voting for a higher duty, 
the other night, although that vote may 
have appeared inconsistent with the att 


at they should not be obliged tude I had taken on other things. — 


nek Gena in every way. ar sould 
shall trade with them until we are forced 
to do so. 

Mr. Lazzarit- —What rot! How are 
we ever to get any indemnity if we do not 
trade with them? 

Mr. FOLEY .—Nothing but “ rot” can 
ever come from the honorable member. 
The discrepancy between the British and 


contract was great. Can we erect a 


say we cannot. 

Mr. Warxriys. — Then we had better 
; give up. ! 

Mr, FOLEY.—No. As-I stated by 
interjection the other night, there is a 
big difference in the cost of freight 
‘around our coast. It would take more 
to bring these rails after manufacture 
_ to Fremantle from Newcastle than from 
_ Great Britain. The same is true in 
many other instances as regards Western 
ae: Every duty’ that has been 
put on every item in this Tariff is a direct 


: Ls 


able friends, although I am sure they 
have not dealt it intentionally. It is 
our isolated posvtion that brings this 
about. | 

Mr. Matxurws.—In other words, you 
were unfit to join the Federation when it 
ae place. 
“a Mr. FOLEY.—It would have been a 
good thing if Western Australia had not 
entered the Federation until recently. I 
do not think my honorable friends can 


erect a high enough Tariff wall to give. 


hem what they desire when dealing 
with the class of contract to which I have 
referred. I believe that, as regards 
_ Newcastle ay other New: South ~ Wales 
ons. we shall be able to compete 
against outside firms with the Tariff 
ae we have now; but, with every 
ere to assist the steel works and 
the people in the constituency of New- 
“castle, and to see Australian industries 
_ spring up and keep going, I do not think 
that, so far as rails are concerned, we 
shall ever be able to put a high enough 
‘Tariff wall around the industry. If it 


is necessary to foster that industey, the. 


- Commonwealth Government will have to 


other way which will give the local 


the Australian price in the case of that 


high enough ‘Tariff wall to beat that? 


blow to Western Australia by my honor- — 


_ manufacturer a fair handicap as seo = 


ga 
not trade with them, and I hope we never 


n 


-ference.. Bette aoa 


ao it by means of a bounty or in some z 
ye cap ae an int to iad 
. Minister ey look 


— ry eo 
great to enable them to. say that t 


‘Australian manufactured rails — 


is five times as great. 


more. 


lost in these tests, which yea m 


article, 


under £17 ton, the eee. 


will give the Australian ma ate th 


engineers in Auseralia should impos ) 


five times greater than on rails w wh 
they accept from America or 
Bras Have any Rip 


the tests ee but I have uve 
nothing recently. Ree 
Mr. GIBSON.—The Aneel h 
been made by the honorable membe 
Newcastle (Mr. Watkins) and confiri 
by the honorable member for Kalgoorlie ' 
(Mr, Foley), ae 
Mr. Greenz.—I do not think the 
18 


Mr, Warkivs.—It 


to me uae any set of engineers ee 
tralia. would handicap our ee 
rails in that way, and at the sam im: 


up to the tests to which Australian ra 
have to submit. I can tare ; 
that the © statement 1s correct, 


Mr. Warkrys.—In_ the icopad 
have twenty-four tests for every 
America only three, and Great. 
only one. 

Mr. GIBSON. the position - is 
even worse by the fact. mentioned 


per cent. ae the maine is pra ical 


Mr. Fotrey. ee, per cont. ie of th 
of the bloom. | 


hole LR and let the Committee 
now the result? 
‘Mr. BURCHELL (Fremantle) | 5.26]. 
-—I do not wish to break in on the ques- 
tion of tests, although it seems to me that 
the views of engineers who are dealing 
with their own specifications should be 
é considered as well. The engineer in 
_ ¢harge of the Fremantle tramways is as 
a! strong a believer in the development of 
_ Australian secondary industries as any 
aS one could wish to meet, but in this in- 
ai "stance the Fremantle tramway engineer 
and the State Government tramway engi- 
neer were unable to get from Newcastle 
the rails they desired, and Mr. Delprat 
| Maca he was not in a position to say when 
ithe company would be able to roll the par- 
alee class of rail required. 
Mr. Warxins.—It is a special rail. 
Mr. BURCHELL.—It is special in the 
sense that it is the British standard. 
_ Naturally, on this matter being repre- 
sented to me, I brought it under the notice 
of the Minister personally, who, after in- 
_ ' quiries, took action then and there to 
meet the Western Australian people. It 
was essential for them to have the rails 
they wanted, because the tram tracks are 
being laid on an ordinary macadamized 
road, and not in cement. The Minister, 
in this instance, allowed them to import 
these rails free. Of course, other people 
would be able to claim the same con- 
sideration, because the Minister cannot 
discriminate. 1 know, from correspon- 
dence that I have had from the Fremantle 
Tramways Board, that they were per- 
fectly satisfied with the Minister's action, 
and exceedingly grateful to him for being 
so prompt. 
_ Mr. WATKINS (Newcastle) [5.28 ].— 
‘The opposition to any increase in the 
_ duty on pig-iron was based on the fact 
that it was a real raw material. Now 
that we are dealing with the finished pro- 
duct, I wonder whether the same argu- 
ments will be used. I give the honorable 
member for Kalgoorlie credit for the 
_ stand he has taken from the beginning 
regarding the steel duties. He, at least, 
voted consistently with a promise he had 
given on the rate of duty in the general 
Tariff. I have here a small sketch that 
shows the difference between the com- 
: posite rail and the other. It is a hollow- 
g) pored: rail, which is “Tot pews rolled 


& 1921.) 


rolled ; 


here. The company do not admit that it if 
is a tramway rail at all, but they have 
put a substitute on to the market, There 
appeared to be a difference of opinion as 
to what was most suitable, ees 


Mr. Grecory.—The people who Pa, 
ought to be the judge of that. ‘ 


Mr. WATKINS.—Yes; some Stat 
Governments used them, but I am not 
in a position to offer any opinion as t 
which is the best. I do want, however, to. 
say something about the tests, because I 
think the practice operates to the preju- 
dice of the Australian production. I 
have before me details of ‘the tests ar- 
ranged by certain associations of engi- 
neers and adopted, I presume, by the 
Railways Commissioners. The drop test 
for the Australian rail is twenty-four tests 
for every 60 tons of rails produced; for the 
American rail it is three tests; and for 
the British one test per 60 tons of rails 
produced. The Australian tensile test is 
one test for every 60 tons of rails pro- 
duced; American nil, and the British one 
test for every 100 tons of rails produced. 
The Australian rails specification is, I am 
advised, acknowledged to be the most 
severe in the world’s practice. This will 
be seen by an examination of the 
comparative tests for British, Ameri- 
can, and Australian steel rails. The 
British test is one drop test from each cast 
of steel, averaging about 60 tons, and 
one tensile test from each 100 tons of rails 
in other words, about three tests 
per 100 tons of rails produced. The 
American specification provides for only 
three drop tests from each cast of steel. 
averaging about 75 to 80 tons, or about 
three tests from each 60 tons of rails 
rolled. The Australian specification re- 
quires one drop test from each ingot, and 
taking an average of twenty-four ingot 
to each cast of steel, this means that there 
must be twenty-four individual tests for 
each 60 tons of rails produced, and, in- 
addition, one tensile test for each cast of 
steel averaging about 60 tons. For the 
drop test the practice is to allow a block 
of steel, weighing 1 ton, to fall on the 
head of a piece of rail, laid on support 
3 ft. 6 in. between centres, and the rai 
must withstand the test without showin 
any sign of fracture. For the Americai 
drop test on 80-Ib. rails, the block of 
steel weighs 2,000 lbs., and it is droppe 


bloek of steel weighing 2,240 lbs. from 
a height of 20 feet. In “the American 
railway practice the axle load is very 
-much heavier than in Australia, but not- 
j yyeeicne this, American engineers call 
fer a: very much less severe test. on rails 
than is the custom in Australia. The 
; aa loss of material in Australia for 
test pieces to eas the drop test alone 
is from 3 to 4 per cent. 
Mr. Forzy.—It is right that there 
; should be some such guarantee. 
_ Mr. WATKINS.—1I agree with the 
ete member; but we should not 
allow rails which do not stand up to our 
test to enjoy any special advantages in 
- competition with the Australian product. 
Can it be said that in the case mentioned 
1 RY. the honorable member the rails ob- 
tained are of the same value? My latest 
information as to prices shows that 
_the average basis per ton for 60-Ib. 


» rails is: :—British, £19 14s. 5d.; 
Di hbncan, £17 16s. 3d.; “Austrahan, 
elk PATE Galo The honorable mem- 


ber for Kalgoorlie said that the British 
price for, the . contract mentioned was, 
roughly, £3 below the Australian quota- 
tion, but the figures supplied to me show 
that the British tender was £16 7s. 6d. 


eee Fremantle, duty £1 15s.; total, 
; £18 2 OO 
Mr. Forry.—The duty was paid. 


Mr. WATKINS.—The Australian ten- 


ae was £18 f.a.s. steel works, Newcastle; 


vei and insurance, £2 10s.; making 


the total £20: 10s., so. the difference between 
the two tenders was about £2 8s. per ton. 
Mr. Buronsri.—But could the Broken 


“Bil Proprietary Company supply the 


class of rails required ¢ 
Mr. WATKINS.—I have already said 
| Git they could not do so for that parti- 
 eular contract ; 
- another contract has been lost since then. 
_ Mr. Burcusti.—One is municipal, and 
the other a State contract. 


Mr. WATKINS.—Judging from recent 


experiences, there’is not sufficient protec- 
tion for the Australian manufacturers of 


steel rails to have a fair chance when com- 


_ peting in the home market. 


from. a height of 17 feet, as compared 
with the. Australian practice to drop a — 


member that this industry has bee " 


prietary boeeat and. were abis : 


but I understand that 


. _ An importer, after looking ov 
Mr. Bowpzy.—But ean the Broken Hill 
y hacia Company supply the rails? 
ie me been told that hae New elon 


colieeed saute Soe be scent 
Mr. WATKINS.—I¢ is as wi 


existence for only about six years, and . 
no business concern can do all that n 
be asked of it at any particular tim 
Although the Newcastle Steel Works h 
only been in operation for a few year 
they are turning out thousands upo 
thousands of tons of all classes of ste 
including rails; but, unfortunately, th 
has been some dislocation of coastal | 
ping lately, and it is now urged in s 
quarters that because of this difficulty 
steel works cannot cater adequately fo 
the requirements of Australia. I under: 
stand the Morwell contract was for th 
completed scheme, and that it only cam 
under the notice ae the Bea ae R 


\y 


+ ay 


the Bip should have the sek 
choice. During the debate on pig ir 
it was ie that the raw Tre 


tinue the construction es the 
tinental railway : 
Now we are Te a the compet tic 
of rails that are made, I ne frox 
German blooms. , 

Mr. Gremnz.—tl have no dou 
they are from Germany or Belgiu 

Mt. ped ae ow the Minist 


Mr. GREENE. spt obaliie penn we: 
Mr. WATKINS.—That tender: was 
cepted at a time when goods made iB: 
German material were being i 


which are turning out what ok eli 
De ite hace ae iron in the ° 


, aaitela at ee ; per ton less than 
ean produce it.” An official of the 
oncern said, “ How can you do that, in 
the face of ‘present manufacturing costs 
in Britain?” And the importer replied, 
“T am not~ concerned with the cost of 
be - production in Britain; I will still import 
, this material at £10 per ton less than the 
| local cost.” I have not much faith in 
the certificates as to the country of 
origin. In the eourse of a speech 
which I delivered in London in 1916, I 
‘ ae my.belief, because of what I had 
ie heard, that there were people in England 
we « ‘who would be prepared to’ trade with 
_ Germany to-morrow”; and, later, the 
_» man who moved the vote of thanks to me 
said, “You need not wait until to- 
“morrow; they are doing it to-day.” 
Mr. Grecory.—The statement by an 
as importer \which the honorable member 
has quoted is absurd, because if he sold 
at only £1 per ton ‘less than the local 
rice, he would probably get the order. 
Mr. WATKINS.—He was stating 
' what he could do. H is no misstatement 
to say that steel bars and ingots have been 
coming into Australia at prices £10 per 
ton less than the quotations of the Broken 
‘Hill Company; and the Minister. well 
snows that, whilst the article is nomi- 
ally Belgian, the raw material actually 
‘came from Germany. The Minister has 
: -eakes to take certain action to Lala 


irae 


ae but we are now dealing with a finished 


this industry as he protected smaller ones 
; the request of other honorable mem- 
ers in this chamber. If it could be 
2.0wn that the local manufacturers were 
olding their ewn against the importers 
-- under existing conditions, I would not 

sk that the duty should be increased ; 
ut we have reliable testimony that con- 
cts are being lost to local manufac- 
irers in respect of ordinary rails. IL 
rain ask the Minister if he cannot make 
me concession in this regard. 


‘Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [5.52 ].— 
Although the Broken Hill Proprietary 
Company’s establishment is a mere in- 


vorks in the world, the proprietors are 
ubmitting their products to more severe 
tests than are imposed in other countries. 

Se ome years ago a leading Commonwealth 


officer shan ie se co fore was an 


that 


“fant in _comparison with other great s steel 


dshice of fuse tests of ede tain and | 

steel, and she said that a considerabl 
quantity of inferior material, steel pa 
ticularly, was pores foisted on wales com- 


no tensile test was HA): in the cou 
of origin, and there was no ‘opportunit; 
of imposing it here before putting th 
article into use. The Broken Hill Pr 
prietary Company is submitting its ste 
rails to a test the like of which is pra 
tically unknown in either, British 0: 
American factories. | Engineers declar 
tensile strength ig one of th 
best tests of the quality of steel 
and because that. test is being im: 
posed by the local manufacturers, th 
community has a double security whe 
it buys the Australian-made article. In 
purchasing clothing and other materials. 
in daily use, we are often offered goods 
at a price ‘which appears to be below 
their value, but only too often when a 
severe test is applied we find that we 
have paid too dearly for what is really 
an inferior article. That applies not 
only in every day transactions, but more: 
particularly to the purchase of a more 
expensive article like steel, and we should 
therefore be prepared to pay a little 
more for the better article which will 
last longer. I have here price lists and 
trade journals which show that the — 
ordinary price in Britain for rails for 
overseas customers is £19 14s. 5d. per 
ton, but we have been told that in com- 
petition with the Newcastle Steel Works 
a British firm quoted £18 2s. 6d. per 
ton. That was a “cut” price for the 
purpose of defeating the local manufac- 
turer, and it is not fair, therefore, to say 
that the Western Australian Government. 
have been able to. buy rails from British. 
manufacturers £2 per ton cheaper than 
they could get them from Neweastle. 
have figures which show that the British 
price in 1915 was £11 2s. 6d. per ton, 
and rose to £19 14s. 5d. early this year 
and it is unfair to mention the tende 
of £18 9s. 6d. as proof that the Broke: 
Hill Proprietary Company are not 
willing to dispose of their pres at 
reasonable price. | 


“Mr. Forny. — Prices 
within recent months. 


os 


have altered 


Speioe nee be habe ged eon 
Great Britain by the last mail are not 
“two months old. The tender was ac- 
-eepted by the Western Australian Go- 
-vernment not more than two months ago 
Abe when, according to these publications, 
the ~ ruling price -in Britain was 
£19 14s, 5d. It is fair to assume that 
because the Broken Hill Proprietary 
Company was likely to tender for this 
‘eontract, William Russell and Company, 
Sor England, saw a good opportunity to 
be pre the Alen industry, and 
- quoted £2 per ton below the ruling rates. 
_. [have pointed out, as clearly and uouay 
as possible, how experts in Australia 
have deplored the fact that Australians 
‘were purchasing steel: goods from other 
parts of the world which came in here 
with an insufficient tensile test. My 
- point is that the Australian firm submits 
its manufactures to a greater test than 
_ British makers, and to a much greater 
_ test than American steel companies. I 
would be doing better by paying £20 10s. 
- for the Broken Hill Proprietary product 
than £18 2s. 6d. for the same item from 
a British factory. That is, I would be 
_ paying a little more for a better article. 


_ which the Australian company has not 
been able to supply for tramway pur- 
poses, I understand that the honorable 
- members for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Foley) and 
_ Fremantle (Mr. Burchell) would not be 
averse from the imposition of a deferred 

duty. If the local industry is able to 
satisfy the Department that it is able to, 


and intends to, supply the Australian de-_ 


_ mand for these combination rails, then a 
: protective duty should apply in order to 
- give the Australian firm an opportunity 
to meet outside competition. The pre- 
sent position, I understand, is that the 
combination rail may be imported free, 
but that there is power, when its manu- 
facture is undertaken in Australia, to 
- impose a duty. As for the British ten- 
_ der price in respect of the Western Aus- 
- tralian contract, that was emphatically a 
“-eut, price, and I trust we shall see. no 
_ more of that kind of thing. Meanwhile, 
: however, we must be watchful. 
18 bound to be some filtering in from the 
Continent, through British hands, to the 
overseas akinsane: One of the chief 
competitors with respect to iron and steel 
Mer Fenton. i ie ee SM 


lines 


Even in regard to the combination rails 


then the similar imported rails a 
able. 


turers are not doing 80, then nee 
rails may come in free, eeheae. 


There | 


All the allegations to the effe 
case > has ‘been mace out 


| being 
tralia’ is. “olga 
products may have been finishe od 
Belgium, I am sure that they wi er mad 
toa large extent, from German mat ial. 
Many of the Belgian factories are to-d 
as before the war, backed by Germ 2 
capital, and the profit derived therefrom 
is going into German pockets. T. 
where we want to be careful, and 
tect our great, yet infant, industry. 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Mi 
for Trade and Customs) [6.6]—I do no 
think this Committee would agree to im- 
pose an additional duty upon the rates 
already in existence, as the honorable 
member for Newcastle (Mr. Watkin 
desires. The case which he has sp 
cally cited is perfectly clear, and : 
the like of which can be guarded a 
in future ‘by anti-dumping provi 
If it can be shown that foreign tendel 
are able to quote and deliver at less th 
the home consumption | price in 
country of origin—— a ae 
Mr. Fewron.—And it looks like it. ; 
Mr. GREENE.—I am not able to s 
that it does not. But if such can - 
shown, then our anti-dumping law. 
apply, and will put an end to such a state 
of affairs. Again, if it can be demon 
strated that foreign competitors are u, , 
German blooms, that position ean b 
by means of the proposed measure 
with exchange. 
With respect to the. grooved: ntl 
fact that that product is not being 
here to-day. There are two cla 
rails laid in connexion with various 
way works. One is put down on a ce 
foundation, and the other is laid w 
macadamized road is used. In respe 
of those works where a combination re 
is used, together with the cement founda- 
tion, we do not. permit the grooved rail — 
free entry; but in cases where tramway 
authorities are laying their. track 
macadamized road we permit free 
It amounts to this: Are the Austr: 
mills rolling these rails? If th 


But ay, the Australian m 


Mr. WATKINS aa | 


all the contrary facts have been com- 
pletely answered. A clear instance has 
been cited where a British firm has been 
able to tender successfully for a contract, 
in one-of the States, at a price amounting 
‘to £2 8s. lower than the local quotation. 
When freight and duty are added, it be- 
" jomes all the more ‘obvious that the 
British tenderer quoted a cut price. 


Mr. Warr.—This time last year the 
_ Americans were putting steel rails into 
the west coast ports of England at a 
cheaper rate than the British factories 
 eould turn them out; and the British 
makers have had to come down since 
then. 


Mr. WATKIN S.—Yes; that, again,wae 
a ease of dumping. In 1915 Australian 
steel rails 60 Ibs. and over averaged £8 

5s. 9d.; in 1916, £10; in 1917 and in 
1918, £10 10s.; so that during the war 
the price of rails remained steady. But 


for the country during the war asks for 
 help—and for the first time—its request 
is refused, although it is the most im- 
portant industry in the country. I 
move— 


That the following words be added to sub- 
item (A):—‘‘And on and after. 10th June, 
el, Aa ton, British, 55s.; intermediate, 80s. ; 


i “Mr, “GREGORY (Dampier) [6.16].—I 
hope that the Committee will not give the 
slightest consideration to this request. 
- Surely the future development’ of the 
country is to be considered. 


‘Mr. Greenn.—I am not going to accept 
the amendment. | : 

Mr. GREGORY.— What is proposed is 
yreposterous. Railways have to be built 
qv hroughout the country to facilitate com- 


aR Pablo. 
es Mr; CHARLTON (Hunter) [6. 19]. —I 
hope that consideration may be given to 
_ the amendment for which the honorable 
member for Newcastle (Mr. Watkins) has 
made out a good case. 
_ the proposed anti-dumping and the ex- 
Ric _ change legislation will do; but it seems to 
me that we are putting ‘the cart before 
the horse, and that the action which we 
are told is-to be taken should already 
ave been taken. As it is, things are being 


ores me, hives een saiapheeaee and 


dumped. It is idle to talk of protecting © he 


now that an industry which did so much 


We hear of what | 


allowed to drift. The Broken Hill Pre 
prietary Company has already lost a co 
tract in Western Australia, and it has 
been shown that the rails which are being 
supplied by its competitor are being sold — 
at a cut price, that is, they are bein | 


industries if, while the Tariff is under 
consideration industries are suffering. 
and proposals for redress are not listened — 
to. We are losing our markets, and men 
are being thrown out of cplopnieah 


Yet we are told to wait for a couple of — 


months for anti-dumping and exchange — 
legislation. During the interval, im- 
porters will make money by sending goods — 
to Australia at. cut prices, and we cha 
be told later that the action proposed to 
be taken ought not to affect goods on — 
order and in course of transit. It hag 
been admitted by the Minister himself — 
that there is dumping. That being ied 


-we should have legislation to prevent it. 


Sir JosrpH Coox.—You are keepin 
us from introducing that legislation, 
Mr. CHARLTON.—It . should have 
been introduced before the Tariff was 
considered. Strangely enough, we heard 
nothing of it until we came to the iron | 

duties. We were not told previously that 
anti-dumping legislation was to be intro- an 


duced. 
Mr.. Greenr.— Yes. ae 
Mr. CHARLTON. — The ordinate 


legislation was certainly not spoken ep 

Complaints about dumping are general. — 
Prices are being cut, and a great deal of 
the cheap material ‘that is being intro- 
duced is coming from Germany, the rate 
of exchange favouring the German manu- 
facturers. Thus our industries are ea 
fering, and something must be done to 
protect them. The measures the Govern- 
ment propose to take to prevent dumping 
and to meet the exchange position may or 
may not be satisfactory, and in the mean- 
while we are asked to work i in the dark. _ 
If we impose duties now to give protec- 
tion during the interval that must elapse 


sidered, those duties can be subsequently 
redtipad “ar nemoved should Parliameg 
consider them unnecessary. hI 
ease the present duties are ineffective. ‘ 


subjected to a severer test than is applied 
to rails anywhere else. There are 


b tier oa: to be Spied: a it is See 
st oe heehee any rails are made to equal 
Sir i osEPH CooK. —There i is at present 
a duty of £3 15s. on rails. 
* Mr. Warxrtns.—And there are ‘plenty 
of empty ships to bring rails here 
cheaply. eae 
Mf. CHARLTON. —Yes. Our object 
is to keep our own people at work. We 
do not want a state of stagnation to come 
about in this industry. 
Sir Josrrpx Coox—The Government 
intend to cure the trouble by means more 
effective than those the honorable mem- 
_ ber supports. 
Mr. CHARLTON. —My difficulty is 
hat I do not know what is psacintens 
Mr. Warxins.— 
we that we can control the coach 
o ing on the other side of the world? 
_ Sir Joszern Coox—By operating in 
Australia we can and will exercise the 
- eontrol that is needed. 3 
Mr. CHARLTON.—At any rate, we 
- do not know that what is proposed will be 
_ effective. 
Sir Josep Coox.—The Minister said 
that he is willing to review Tariff items 
should that be proved. 
Mr. Warxins.—Parliament may be in 
y recess at the time. 
DN CHARLTON.—Yes; and a great 
a deal of harm can be done to an industry 
aD three or four months by unfair com- 
petition. I ask the Minister to give con- 
“sideration during the dinner adjournment 
_ to what is a very modest proposal. 
Mr. Warxins.—An increase: of apee 
10 per cent. : 

Mr. CHARLTON.—We wish to ore: 
yent the losing of orders in the interval 
between the present time and the passing 

of the legislation for the prevention of 
dumping and the regulation of exchange. 


4 iing suspended from 6.80 to 8 p.m. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Before the din- 


i De adjournment I supported the amend-. 


ment moved by the honorable mem- 
ber for aie (Mr. Watkins) for an 
additional duty on steel rails. I have 
Mo wish to unduly detain the Committee, 
| _ and ak think that in this matter all that 
we ean say has been said. I again ask 
a Minister for Trade and Customs 
ee yea to consent to an increase 


is ie ing of steal vaue in rh 
from other countries. Much o 
stuff that is being dumped here is cor 
from Germany. , The foreign man 
turers are getting a fairy return, bé 
they are able to undersell our mar 
turers by reason of the depreciation 
their currency as compared with o 
I stated yesterday that they can sell 
25 per cons = than Great Britai 


They are now tendering for supplies 
Australia, and their offers are b 
accepted. df this continues for 


culable injury to the industry in 
country. Outsiders have already Pp 
two orders in Australia, and -we 
assume that in the near future they 
succeed in placing others. Even 
tenders are invited it we be asst 


can Nes of them. 

we have. passed an Antena 
and an Exchange Regulation Bill, th 
may ele, time be a lot set ‘this 


well understand that when - we co 
deal with the measures referred to h 
orable members opposite, and especi 
those in the corner -who have op 
the increase of duties, will strc 
oppose such legislation, if it. is to : 
orders previously given. It may 
months before those orders can ‘be com 
pleted: Until we are in a position 
estimate the success attending the 
tion of the promised legislation, I sugges 
to the Minister for Trade and Custom 
(Mr. Greene) that it would be a f 
thing to increase these duties. I. 
for protection for our own industri 
‘order that we may keep our people e 
ployed. I have no desire to see 
tralia going backwards, as must 
case if souiesane is not sei bi 
our veegs ae 


wa foteoten Aeivae i inrtonel eer 
nd it may be that those engaged in the 
__. production of iron and steel have also 

had to shorten hands. 


It is idle _to 


people here from the Old Country if 
ta, is no work for them to do. We 
annot put them all on the land, and 
en who are not adapted for it oi in 

: ine eases out of ten make a failure of 
rie 7 settlement on the land. ‘We cannot bring 
eople here unless there are openings for 
jaaggal “i osiepahaa i and to-day. there are 
Australia is aporeely 


tion ics Wh enable us. to abeork 
more people we shall not be justified in 
bringing them here. At present there 
re not sufficient avenues of employment 
or the people who are now in the 


is = of Ee eee od ‘o letters from 
He sham from every ae of Australia. aL 


Be spans employs hundreds of returned 
es and yet, peperen tly, this ne 


eee oe saying that ele duties 
ting the primary producers have 

| under consideration, my honorable 
ote im the Oorner have taken a dif- 
In ee with peneee 


ets Retort iiss on the cod a 
of ae Pematy aa i duties 


"ie ri fc some ‘concession in dies case. 
he steht a a ohaings died that ini he 


i Ape a uie on ens ae inde Ss 
subsidiary to the steel and iron industry 
That was a perfectly sound contenti 
and we agreed that if increased duties 
pig iron were agreed to the duties 
other items would require to be increa 
accordingly. We are dealing here with 


‘a product of the steel works, and I s y 


that the supply of steel “rails for Aw 
tralia should be confined to the Aus 
tralian industry. I believe that Hoskins 
and Company, as well as the Broken Hill 
Proprietary Company, turn out st ts 
rails. 

Mr. Grucory. —They did so years : ag 

Mr. CHARLTON.—I understand that 
Hoskins and Company were the first to 
supply steel rails for the transcontinental 
railway. ‘There is internal competition 
in Australia for the supply of steel rail: 
and, that being so, it is right that we 
should keep these industries going. M 


- Hoskins recently pointed out the position 


into which the industry is drifting, and 
how necessary it is that some assistance 
should be given to it. If an increase in 
these duties were agreed to, and it was 
subsequently found that they are exces- 


sive, there would be nothing to preven 


this Parliament reviewing and reducing 
them if it so desired. The Minister in- 
tends to appoint a Board to consider the 
incidence of the Tariff, and that Board. 
can recommend a reduction of these 
duties if the circumstances warrant 
Until we get the remedial legislation 
which the Minister has spoken of, the in- 
dustry should be given some real protec 
tion through the Tariff. 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister ‘A 
for Trade and Customs) [8.10].—I reg ' 
that I cannot see my way to accede t 
the request of my honorable friend, for 
several reasons. The honorable membe: 
for Newcastle (Mr. Watkins) said that 
we have done nothing for this indust: 

I think that we have tried to do a go 
deal. 

Mr. Warxins.—l was not speaki n 
generally, but of what has occurred dw 
ing the consideration of this Tariff. 

Mr. GREENE—TIf honorable mem- 
bers. will consult the previous Tarrff, 
they will find that we have raised tl 
duties on steel rails weighting 50 Ib 
per yard, under ee ne jpretoent 


the increase in the case of the 
nt., and in the case of the general 
Tariff 200 per cent. 

Mr. Cuariton.—The increased. duties 
are now in operation, and yet our people 
are losing orders, 

Mr. GREENE.—I eas further, to 
remind honorable members that under 
the old Tariff in this item, in addition to 
rails we included fish-bolts, tie-plates, and 
sections of rails. All these things have 
been taken out of the item, and under this 
Tariff are made liable to special and addi- 
tion duties in view of the additional cost 
of their manufacture. We have given a 
great deal of attention to this question, 
and if honorable members will compare 
the pre-war prices of steel rails they will 
find that these duties run up to 50 per 
‘ cent. on those prices. 


Mr. Warxins.—Other things have also 
inereased i in price. 


Mr. Cuarttron.—Conditions now are 
: altogether different from pre-war condi- 
_ tions. 


- Mr. GREENE.—I am aware of that. 
I have shown what we have tried to do, 
and, notwithstanding the fact that in 
extraordinary circumstances one or two 
orders have been given outside Australia, 
_I think that the duties here proposed are 
i sufficient. 

Mr, Cxarrrton. —Suppose they are not? 
“Two orders have been sent out of the 
-eountry, and there may be others. 


_. Mr. GREENE.—Here was a case where 
the actual price was £2 8s. per ton below 
the Australian price, and to cover that 


_ discrepancy we would require to raise the 


duty under the British preferential Tariff 
to 83s. I am quite sure that the Com- 
“mittee would not agree to that ey a 
Hf moment. 

Mr. Watkins.—When we asked for a 
| considerable — increase we were told that 
it was too big, and when we now make a 

moderate request we are told that the 
| duty for which we ask is not big enough. 


‘Mr. Cxartron.—Would the Mea 


"agree to an increase of £1 in the duty, 
_ leaving it to the purchaser of these goods 


in ate general Tariff fein 25s. to. 


British preferential Tariff being 100 per 


‘were to aces a. now will not tee H 


oe decide whether ae is a iaoey ay. ee 


T shall come eek to Parliament and 
er aia ee duties. 


cular cases Gath have been ste may 
met by the special legislation to whicl 
have referred over and over again. 
will be designed to meet cases of t 
character. I do not think that we should - 
try to establish rates of duty in the Tarift 
schedule itself cover extreme or Pe 


ask for additional Sitios : 
Mr. CORSER (Wide Fires. [8. 14). 


aa said that I went to see the hi 7 
works at Newcastle; that I praised the 
and admitted the tremendous asset they 


A Tri ie and going very 


carefully the oth the Tariff I came to t 
conclusion that the Minister for Tré 
and Customs (Mr. Greene), perhaps 1 

ae some other Ministers who hav had 


leeal Gndhaenies We pa cred 
something that has not previously - 
place, and I have not heard that the 1 
prietors of the Newcastle works have 
asked for additional protection. — Tf 


; Oar 


the press or by circularizing re 
members, there might have been so 
cuse for giving their industry addition 
pathy pig I visited the steel 


ve heard in this connexion is the state- 
ent which has been made by my honorable 
friends opposite during the past few days. 
It is the duty of every representative of 
a great territory like that of Queensland, 
which embraces an area of 420,000,000 
acres, to see that railway construction, 
| which i is so necessary for its development, 
is not unduly hampered by the imposition 
of excessive duties upon steel rails. It is 
hs all very well for the representatives of a 
Oi einall State like Victoria, or, indeed, for 
the representatives of New South Wales, 
~ which already possesses most of the rail- 
ways that it requires, to talk in the way 
that my honorable friends opposite have 
done. But Queensland requires thousands 


sources, and these lines will be constructed 
when that State possesses the necessary 
funds to construct them. It stands to 
reason that the higher the cost of the 
materials put into such railways the less 
mileage she will be able to build. 

Mr. Grecory.—Does not the honorable 
-menmber think that the material which. 1s 


should be admitted free? 
_ Mr, CORSER.—I do not, because we 
--mnst encourage Australian industries to 
provide for our own requirements. The 
necessity for such industries was fully 
proved during the war. Personally, I 
‘consider that, in most cases, suffi- 
cient encouragement in that direction 
has already been given by this Tariff. 
‘The honorable member for Newcastle 
(Mr. Watkins) will agree with me 
that when we visited the steel works in 
his constituency the assistant manager, 
‘pointing to a stack of rails, said, “ That 
is the last of the 600 tons which we have 
been manufacturing for the Queensland 
Government.” Included in the item which 
is now under consideration are other 
commodities which are used by manufac- 
turers in Queensland—by those who build 
_ locomotives and ships, or who engage in 
the manufacture of mining machinery 
and sugar machinery. 

ea Mr, Warkrns ——I am merely asking for 
“an increased duty upon rails. 

Mr. CORSER.—I think that the exist- 
“ing protection is ample. It is quite as 
‘much as those engaged in the industry 
ever expected to get, otherwise they 
would have notified us of their dissatis- 
action with it. J have nothing to say 


to the Newcastle Steel Works, 


of miles of railway to develop its re- 


-necded for the development of a State. 


member for Wide Bay in 


highly as I do the.steel industry, but it 
behoves us to be careful that we do not 
over-protect it, and thereby penalize ce 
tain sections of the community. 
Mr. WATKINS (Newcastle) [8.19].— 
When I referred to the visit of the honor- 
able member for Wide Bay (Mr. Corser 


intend my remark to be construed offen 
sively. No such idea was in my mind, 


' Mr. Cuarttron.—The honorable mem 
ber should have told the manager of thos 
works to pitch a tale of woe to politician 
who visit them. Then things would have 
been all right... 

Mr, WATKINS.—Those works speak 
for themselves, and any honorable mem 
ber who visits them will not be subjected 
to the practice of lobbying there am, 
more than he is within the precincts of 
this chamber.. The Broken Hill Proprie- 
tary Company have evidently been too 
modest. The remark of which the honor- : 
able member for Wide Bay complains was, 
made by me by way of interjection. It 
was not prompted so much by his visit 
to the Newcastle Steel Works as it wa 
by a speech which he made here the other 
evening, in which he stated that he had 
every sympathy with my proposal to 
obtain an increased duty for the industry. © 

Mr. Grecory.—He has shown his eat 
pathy pretty well, too. | 

Mr. WATKIN gS ie showed it lay) 
his speech, but he voted the other way. 
His attitude reminds me of the ol 
saying that ‘‘ sympathy without relief is. 
like mustard without beef.’? Nobody can 
accuse me of having, during the twent 
years that I have been a member of this 
Parliament, talked merely for the sake of 
wasting time. But if T can do anythin; 
to help an Australian industry —whethe 
it be situated in my own electorate 0 
elsewhere—I shall always be ready ft 
do so. Not only did the honorab 
a ee: 
speech express sympathy with the in 
creased duty which I had submitted 
but the Minister himself spoke even mo 
strongly than I did in defence of tha : 
increase. Fae 
Mr. GREGORY. _tf a honorable - ™ 


eS the hous of the seh aes i ‘left 
my picks when I was elected to Parlia- 
ment, and I am not likely to forget my 
experience there. To-night I have sub- 
mitted to the Minister a concrete case 
* of dumping. 
* Mr. Grecory—That was not a case 
of dumping. It was merely one of 
‘competition. 
Mr. WATKINS.—Under the bonis 
‘tion which has been foreshadowed by 


the Minister’ to cope with this evil, I 


pis 


imagine that a Board will be created to 

hear’ complaints in regard to dumping 
as against fair competition. How can 
hat Board be approached except by the 
citing of concrete cases such as I have 
given to-night? 
Mr. Grecory.—The honorable mem- 
ee eannot call that a case of dumping. 

Mr. WATKINS.—Is it not dumping 
en a tender is accepted for imported 
ae at 48s. per ton less than the 
price quoted by the people who govern 
“the industry in the country of its origin? 
_ Mr. Gregory.—In 1918 Broken Hill 
produced rails for £10 10s. per ton. 


Mr. WATKIN S.—Yes, and in that. 
year” the reverse, position obtained in 
_iAmerica. Last year there was an_in- 

~ erease tn their price in England. This 

year the price of steel rails has dropped 

- from £27 to £19 14s. 5d. per ton. Yet, 

although that was their price in Britain, 
a tender was accepted by the Western 

 ubiralian Government at £18 2s. 6d. 
per. ton, everything paid, inclusive of 

_ duty. . How can dumping be proved ex- 

cept by the submission of such concrete 

eases? The Minister (Mr. Greene) has 
~ intimated his intention of endeavouring 
to protect the industry by getting cer- 

_tificates from manufacturers in: Britain 

that importations which come from there 

are of British origin. How can he do 
that without sending officers over there 

i ‘to conduct special investigations?? ——~ 

Mr. Corser.—Suppose that the certi- 
ficates were accompanied by declarations, 
co ponid, not that be sufficient? — : 


Mr. WATKINS.—A declaration lin 


Does the honorable member think that 
ie British Government will so seriously | 
ae themselves in a matter o Beni, 


is going on a. 


London I heard sufficient to convine 


~ worry themselves very much abo 


Eagland affecting something in Australia? 


othacra are of British origin? — 
Mr. Greens.—We are doing th 
ae sik day of the weeks Wet 


the whole of the British erate 
Tariff is worked in that pie 
quiries in co Sea | 


aa so that I ought to eae ai 
Mr, WATKINS.—When I wai 


that the British Government will 


country of origin of consignment 
Australia. Indeed, it would be di 
for them to trace the origin of 
which are rolled on the Continent, 


Througloy. Ay Tariff debut i hae 
made very apparent that no small | 
can complain that its interests hav: 


I venture to say that if thi 
dustry were in one of the smaller. 
it would receive more  conside a 


than is now being extended to t by 
the Government. As a member of th 
Legislature for twenty years, I sa 
saeueese that many honorable 


ination of te kind. 
the works affected seems to be th 
concern. It has been said by an 
able member opposite that the + 


for ali dmereased | duty. 
Minister to say whether , 
not done so. I have asked for th 
moderate increase in the ee 


oti ie re ay 
has recently lost another contract i 


Zealand because of the same compe 
It has been eeeay a sea ig 


Sectod are such’ as to sae 
being infinitely bg wee to Pes 
article. i 
Mr 


They are a 

. ale the onc a of an outside manu- 

facturer because it is a few shillings be- 
a) ow that of the local industry. 

_ Mr. Grucory.—Two pounds a ton is 
ie item on a large contract. 

i WATKINS.—-After all, it is a 

1e tion of relative values. If the Aus- 

alian-made rail is twice as safe, and 

vill last twice as long as the imported 


Ins I am asking, not for an 
Imerease of £2 per ton, but for an in- 
_ ¢erease of about 10 per cent., so that this 


oe been, to Low out of employment 
thousands ‘of the men at present depend- 
‘ing upon it for a livelihood. 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [8.33]— 
- It seems to me to be quite preposterous 
. say that, on the facts disclosed in the 
apers submitted to us, any dumping has 
taken place in this case. Tenders were 
called, and the Broken Hill Proprietary 
ompany, probably taking advantage of 
he market, asked too big a price. I 
now nothing as_ to the figures disclosed 
im these papers, but I do know that in 
1916 the Broken Hill Proprietary Com- 
any’s price was £9 10s. per ton; in 1917, 
nd again in 1918, its price was £10 10s. 
er ton; and in 1919 it was £12 3s. 4d. per 
‘ton. . “a other words, its average price 


m, Be vei the tender accepted in 
ne case referred to by the honor- 
Lad _memiber for he haan (Mr. 


ok tot its ride. Its latest quota- 
nm for 1921 was £17 ke 6d., and yet 


Minister bly been very ‘kind’ to this 


He oe ate it. an Anerease 


ge ee Foster. re is practi- 
cally: one-half of the price of rails in 1915. 
Mr. GREGORY. —Yes; in 1915 they 
a anne sold at £8 5s. me ton. If we 


still Il higher ae is Ks se poet | I do 
know what will happen. | 4 
Amendment negatived, 
Item agreed to. 
Item 155— 


Rolled iron or steel beams, channels, | joist 


girders, columns, trough and bridge iron, and 
steel not drilled or further manufactured, per- 


ton, British, 48s.; intermediate 7 BB. 3 R Bae 
90s. 


Mr. GREGORY (Danibies Is. 37].— 
desire to know whether the Minister (Mt 
Greene), in connexion with this item, has 
taken into consideration the almost nu 
berless shapes of beams, joists, gird 
columns, &c., that-are required for r 
way construction and general buildin 
and developmental purposes. Having re- 
gard to the temper of the Committee, I 
do not propose to move for a reduct 
of the duties in respect of this item; bu 
I mvite the Minister to compare ‘th 
Broken Hill Proprietary Company 
schedule of products with those of some 
of the corporations overseas. In con- 


nexion with ordinary trading, 600 or 70 


different shapes and parts may be nece 
sary. The Broken Hill Proprietary Cor 


-pany’s schedule sets out some thirte 


structural shapes that are produced | a 
present at its works, whereas in t 

British catalogues 998 different. shapes 
are quoted. The United Kingdom occu: 
pies only third place on the list of steel 
producing countries. Before the war 
Germany’s output of steel was approxi. 
mately double, and that of the Unite 
States of America treble, that of - 


‘United Kingdom. The British manuf C- 


x, 000 different shapes, lille the varie 
manufactured on the gee eaees of ae 


the siihies ehigh | are cena 
Broken Hill Company. I have bef 
me a paper showing that, in respect 
girders and beams, the Broken Hill 
prietary Company manufactures “onl 
ae different varieties, —) a Mita 


Hill aan pernee rn 
Pas Farioties, and the eis 


Company. produ 
ties and the United States of America 


corporation 94. In respect of these 


prietary Company produces only 86 
varieties, as against 632 scheduled by the 
‘ United States of America corporation. I 
do not think it would be possible to move 
that these steel duties shall apply only to 
those sections or parts which are made in 
Australia. We are all hopeful that as 
the local works develop they will produce 
as many varieties as their oversea com- 
petitors; but I should like to know 
if the Minister has ‘considered whether 
at would be possible, meantime, to pre- 
pare a free list, which could -be ‘amended 
from time to time, covering all those 
shapes or varieties which are not being 
produced here. — 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [8. 43].—I have 


. had no complaint recently in connexion 


: with this matter. <A difficulty occurred 
- some little time ago, but honorable mem- 
bers, I dare say, will remember that the 
Institute of Science and Industry, acting 
in conjunction with the Bureau of Com- 
merce and Industry, convened a confer- 


into, with a view to the standardization, 
Bas far as possible, of these rolled sec- 
tions of steel and the specifying of stan- 
dard sizes in the various specifications. 
_ In that way a good deal of difficulty has 
| been surmounted. The figures show that 
in the year before the war just on 
- 1,000,000 cwts. of these sections of struc- 
a tural. steel were imported. That impor- 


tation has dwindled away to less than a 


- quarter, and the Broken Hill Proprietary 
_ Company, and smaller rolling mills, are 
now turning out the great bulk of the 
‘sections required. However, if any 
‘specific cases are brought before us, and 
it can be shown, as a. fact, that certain 
sections cannot he rolled here, I do not 
think there will be any difficulty in meet- 
ing the objections raised. We have no 
desire to collect what is intended to be a 
protective duty on goods that cannot be 
manufactured here. I. will ‘see what 
_ tan be done, so long as we do not jeopar- 
ee dize the. industry hase ; 
Item agreed to. Mt 
Item 156— 3 | 
; ad. val., British, “on per cent. 
Bis, Der | cent. ; general, 


shapes or varie- 


three items alone, the Broken Hill Pro- 


—dutiable. 


ence at which this matter was fully gone 
£24 per ‘ioe Hae the ene 


40 Bie 
tet i, 


for “Teds | “and Customs). o 8.4 
move— } 


That the folinwine words be added 
on and after 10th June, 1921— yh 
Shafting, viz.:— 

(A) Flexible, ad val., 
mediate, 5 
per cent. 

(B) Other, ad val., British, 271 per 
intermediate, 35 per cent.; g 
40 pet cent. ca 


British, frees in ite 
per cent. ; per 


\ ‘ 
wt 


this amendment, seeing that ms obj 
to make part of the shafting free. 
I propose is in regard to flexible shafti 
which is not made here, and whic 
used in speedometers, dental mac nes. 
and so forth. As shafting, it falls und 
this item, and we do not desire to mak 


Mr. Onartron.—Is there no flexible 
shafting made here? : 
Mr, GREENE.—None. ‘i ary 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) {8. me aah 
Under the 1914 Tariff, cng. Ww 


and £14 per ton under the British p 
ferential Tariff. That seems to me 


enormous and unreasonable impost. 


Mr, 


for 


ibe. greatest at dificulty immediately ; i 
outbreak of the war. No one has 7 
taken the manufacture of bright s sh 


tensive plant. Some manutacine : 
Sie mechs pe were al 


Mr. Corser. im this nee i 
shafting? A Bee has been | 


turn out olin aie. : - 

Mr. GREENE,.—That is fare 
ing, which comes under this item 
was ee for the gen a 


Ny ike the Aa ay Sete are now 


a position to meet, practically, the 
- whole of Australia’s requirements. One 
: _ manufacturer turned out over 900 tons 
of bright shafting last year. 

he Amendment agreed to. 


Item, as amended, agreed to. 


Barbed wire, per ton, British, 68s.; inter- 


diate, 85s.; general, 105s. 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [8.53 ].— 


This is a monstrous item. In the pre- 


: end 20 per cent. People do not buy 
barbed wire for pleasure, and this item, 
if passed, will mean a very heavy impost 


anted. Most of the work in manufactur- 

ng barbed wire is done by machinery. I 
was surprised, when we were dealing with 
_ wire nails, to hear honorable members talk 
of the number of men employed in mak- 
ing them, when, as a matter of fact, ma- 

chinery does all the work, even to the 
packing in boxes. 


us that there are 600 men employed in 
ne factory making nails; and if the 
onorable member cares to come to New- 


fy) Mr. GREGOR. Y—TI shall be very glad 
_to do so; but, in any case, I ask the 
- Minister (Mr. Greene) to agree to a re- 
duction of these duties, knowing, as he 
_ does, the great necessity for barbed wire 


Mr. Corsur.—If the factories ee of 
ad been in existence during the war we 
hould have saved many hundreds of 
a usands of pounds. 


: ae wish to Slot the country for 
all time because of the war? 


- Mr. Corser.—It is not right to say 
that those engaged in the Su edd are 
going to exploit the country. 


- Mr. GREGORY.—We have been ex- 
ploited. I certainly feel pleased that the 
_ ‘Tariff has to be considered by another 
a) place, where I am satisfied it will receive 


? received Le Csiainly, greater interest 
_ will be shown in the items elsewhere, and 
will be essential ee ia in cloras of 


e ‘Ta i 


would a corridor of this House. 


Chamber, but to the country, that t 
duties proposed are necessary. I move 
That the following words be added :— i 


on and after 10th June, 1921, per ton, Britis! 
40s.; intermediate, 50s. ; general 60g: abe 


present moment, a great eet 1s goi: 
on in the western district of New Sou 


the past as one of the great merino ao 
producing centres of Australia, and if it 
has to be kept as sheep country it must 
be possible for those interested to be abl 
to erect wire netting and barbed wire 
fences. The usual dingo-proof fence 

an ordinary stout fence, with, very often, 
higher posts raised alongside, wire netting 
being run along the lower portion, and, 
as a rule, three barbed wires along the. 
additional posts at the top. . Such fenc- 
ing has, in some cases, to be carried 
for hundreds of miles, and this naturall, 
consumes a tremendous weight of wire- 
netting and barbed wire. With the pro: 
posed additional duties there will be very 
much less chance of saving the great 
western district of New South Wales 
as a wool-producing area. JI invite 
the Minister, who knows something of 
these - matters, to look at the las 
issue of the Pastoralists Review, which 
is recognised as the great authority 
on primary production, from, at any 
rate, the graziers’ point of view. In 
that journal it is definitely stated that 
unless something is done, and very soo: | 
to save the western district, the owners — 
there will have to revert to cattle. And ~ 
it is not only the western district that is 
concerned, for the Darling River would 
prove no more obstruction to the ino 
crossing into the central division tha 
People 
in the cities, and-probably most honorable 
members, 
talking, as, indeed, it is, inasmuch as 
relates to a wild and wily animal. Peop 
generally have no idea how parts of Nev 
South Wales and other parts of Australia 
sare Tepcnine: fd Paaehiiey conditions. — | I 


BARN A 


may think that this is wild k 


osing ground im this way—that pests 
should be allowed to overrun and destroy 
the greatest asset the country possesses. 
the fact undoubtedly remains that it 
isso. I have endeavoured on more than 
ne occasion to point out that this Tariff 
is helping in that direction. I urge the 
linister to accept the amendment of the 
morable member for Dampier (Mr. 
Gregory). It will, as the honorable 
member for Hunter (Mr. Charlton) or 
the honorable member for Newcastle 
(Mr. Watkins) interjected, interfere with 
he employment of a few hundred men 
t Neweastle. That is most unfortunate, 
and I wish it could be avoided, but it is 
‘really a very small matter compared with 
‘the enormous industry that is affected. 
_ Mr. Brennan.—Are you satisfied that 
It will interfere with them? 

_ Mr. FLEMING.—It probably will to 
a certain extent, although they may be 
able to carry on even under the reduced 
duties. proposed; but I know that if we 
accept the enormous increases embodied 
in the schedule many people in the 
western district of New South Wales 
will not be able to carry on. Not only 
_ the man growing the wool, but the hun- 
dreds and thousands of others employed 

im the western division will feel it, in- 
eluding all those on the land who are 


_ throughout Australia. We cannot afford 
_ now to do anything to lessen our primary 
_ production. Every man interested in 
_ that knows that Australia is desperately 
_understocked. Never, in my experience 
In grazing, in which I have been in- 
_ terested all my life, have I known New 
_ South Wales as a whole to be so under- 
_ stocked, and that is the general experi- 
- ence. The whole country is wunder- 
_ stocked. Yet it is now proposed to go 
further in the direction of destroying 
our chance of re-building our stocks, 
_ although the whole future of Australia 
_ depends more on their restoration than 

_ on anything else that can be mentioned, 
_ Mr, CHARLTON (Hunter) [9.2].—One 


é y these duties, that: we were imposing rates 
different from what exist at present. 
This duty has been in operation for fif- 


Ane Ahab sith a 


ems incredible that we here should be encouraging the establishme 
| facturing imdustries in. our. 


‘displaced already. Not much consider 


looking for some help to pay the taxation 


_ forward during the debates on this 1 
_ would think, to hear the arguments put 
_ forward in favour of the reduction of 


establis 


encourag ag ing the 


dee j 


Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—I suppo: 7 
practically no wire netting has ‘| 
bought for the outside country for th 
last fifteen months, © ae 

Mr. CHARLTON .—I wish the h 
able member would rise - oceasion le 
and state his views. All he has de 
far, has been to put them very effective 
by means of interjections. This —indu 
try has been established beeause o 
protection afforded to it for the 
fifteen months, but the arguments 
here would lead the general public to } 
lieve that we are now imposing addi 
tional duties to. assist it. The people in’ 
the western and north-western distric 
of New South Wales are to be 
thized with. ‘They have had a bad tim 
in consequence of the drought, and, 1 
doubt, their stocks have been dep 
but that is no justification for re 
this duty to such an extent that th 
tories cannot live. Some honorable me 
bers say they regret that the red 
of the duties would mean displacing 
or 600 men. Too much labour is be 


tion is given to the man who has to pr 
duce in the secondary industries. 
hear a good deal of talk about the 
ducer on the land; but the fact is 
looked that everybody has to do his. 
of production, and to carry his gs 
the load, for the welfare of th 
munity. We cannot take isolated 
and do things just to suit some 
portion of the country. We must lo 
at matters from the broader point of y 
of what is best in the interests o 
Commonwealth generally. What is 
should be the policy of this Parl er 
It is unfortunate that we have to conte nd 
with dingoes. Some honorable memh 
would be better employed if they 
gun and endeavoured to shoot th , 
stead of trying to injure industries al- 
ready established here. - If we adopted 
the views of the Country party, 


we inight as well have Free Tr 
once, and allow the free ent 


ose Macule : You an HAS. ‘all we re- 
quire, so long as the man on the land is 
all right, and can get. everything he wants 
bi as cheaply as possible.” According to 
that argument, we need not bother about 
trying to increase our population from 
5,000,000 to 10,000,000 in a given time, 
‘because. it does not matter if we have only 
FN 000 people here, so i. as the man 
on the land is suited. I suppose. that 


and if I considered my own personal in- 
terests, I should take the same view as 
has been taken by members of the Coun- 
ay party ; but I must consider the ques- 
(tion as it affects ‘Australia generally. 
a That is the point of view that actuates 
me. The Minister has been very firm in 
: refusing to give increases when we have 
asked for them, and I hope he will be 
just as firm in refusing the requests of 
the Country party for reductions. The 
aoe of that party have somewhat of 


: one the impression that they must look 
to them for support. The members of 
the Country party, I am sorry to say, 
have been given concessions because of 
that fact; ; but we on this side of the 


_be, or how well we argue it, cannot ob- 

‘ tain the slightest concession, because the 
members of the Country party - tell the 

im Government that they must not concede 

us anything. If the Minister agrees to 

reduce this duty, we shall have to. battle 

away as long as we can; but if he stands 
firm to his Tariff, he will be right. 


‘Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [9.9].—I was 
rather struck with the argument of the 


Fleming). I remember that, 
while ago, when the dingoes were very 
bad amongst the sheep, the trouble was 
‘that Australia had no wire, and the men 


honorable member now suggests a reduc- 
tion of this duty. If we did reduce it, 
_ what would be the probable result? There 
is already a duty on wire, which is the 
basis of barbed wire, higher than the 
rates which the honorable member sug- 
-) gests for this: item. A reduction, there- 
fore, would mean that no- barbed wire 
would be made here, and all that the 
embers of the Country party would sue- 


me ceed: in. doing | ‘be to impose a re- 


-three- parts of my people are on the land, 


“ull,” because the Government are 


House, no matter how good our case may 


‘his mind, even if one of the supporters — : 


honorable member for Robertson (Mr. 
a little’ 


on the land could not fence then, out. The 


dustries. 


venue duty 0 on ite Purenen Gh that what 
they want? Nobody would import By 
to make barbed wire here. : 


Mr. Fremrne.—At the worst we would — ( 
relieve the man who uses barbed wire. 


Mr. GREENE. We would not. We 
would practically impose a revenue duty 5 
on him. For the last seven or eight days — 
we have been discussing the iron and steel 
industry, and have decided to protect it. 
It has been admitted on all-sides that it Es 
absolutely essential to Australia. If. we 
now decide that the industries which use 
the products of the blast furnace are not 
to be protected, where shall we find our- — 
selves? If honorable members mean tha 


those subsidiary industries which depend 
on the blast furnace for their raw mate 

rial are not to be supported, the blast fur- 
nace will go cold, and we shall have no 


1 have 


iron and steel industry at all. 
heard the h 
(Mr. fen say over and over agai 
that the reports of the Inter-State Com 
mission should be accepted by this Com 
mittee. The Inter-State Commission has. 
reported on barbed wire, and recom- _ 
mended a duty actually higher by ta: 
per ton than the duty in this schedule, 


Mr. BELL (Darwin) [9.12|]—I am sorry 
the Minister (Mr. Greene) spoke before | 
I did, because, now that hé has said 
ny No,” T am afraid he will not chang 


of the Government’ asks him to do $0 
The honorable member for Hunter (Mi, 
Charlton ) suggests that the Minister has” 
more than once given way to the Country 
party, because the Government depend 
on themsfor their votes. If a few of the 
direct supporters of the Government, as 
ve as the members of the Country. party ‘ 
k the Minister to do something, I should. 
eee him to give way. I propose, in 
spite of what has been said, to support the 
amendment of the honorable member for 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory). I cannot b 
heve that the industry—if we may 
call it an industry—for the manufac- 
ture’ of barbed wire would not continue 
if the duty were reduced to the 
extent that the honorable member pro- 
poses. We have heard a good deal o 
pleading during the debate on this divi- 
sion for the workmen engaged in these i In- 
I do not think one member h 


thetic terms towards them and the work- 
ing people generally throughout the Com- 
monwealth ; but the honorable member for 
Hunter has spoken rather disparagingly 
of the worker, who is striving to maintain 
himself on the land. 


: Mr. Carron. —I never said a word 
against the worker on the land. 


) Me. BELL. —Perhaps the honorable 
member did not mean the worker when 


he spoke of the man engaged in agricul- 
ture. 


| Mr. Cuartron oa did not say a word 
against him, « 


Mr. BELL. cae that man is‘not a 


one. T have some knowledge of the hard- 
ships that have been endured by some of 
_ the people on the land. They are not 
a wealthy, and have no prospects of be 
_ coming wealthy, whether they are argicul- 
_turists or-graziers, because of the high 
cost during the last few years of material, 
particularly fencing, which is absolutely 
essential to their industry, I agree with 
ae, the honorable member for Robertson 
‘i (Me. Fleming) that we must consider 
this item in connexion with the next 

item, namely, wire netting. I know of 


_ numerous cases in Victoria of people who | 


have been on the land for a great num- 
ber of years struggling to clear it and, 
- make a living on it, but who have been 
coy obliged finally to leave it to the rabbits. 
_ That is no exaggeration. No doubt other 
_ honorable members know of many similar 
instances of people who have spent. the 
best part of their lives in this struggle 
with nature only in the end to b€ obliged 
to abandon their land mainly because of 
. the high cost of material necessary for 
: fencing against the rabbits. It is utterly 
‘ impossible for the owner of first class 
agricultural land to maintain his posi- 
tion if alongside of him there is an afea 
of second class land overgrown with 
‘rubbish in which rabbits may shelter, 
unless he is able to obtain fencing ma- 
terial at a reasonable price. The only 
fence that is of any value at all against 
this.vermin is good wire netting and — 
barbed wire. In my own State. barbed - 


war, but in recent years it has been 
: Lerey. in pose! ble ae ioe strugglin 


4 


‘exproused ect oe ae in sympa- : 


Vike. I should like to be presented to — 


wise I fee sure that they would wee ve 


fight. 


Ange for Robertson (Mr. Fle 


. wire was used extensively prior to the the ‘duties had been incre 


of. acting saat 40 pre-war. ‘cont : ns 
and when there appears to be some nop 
of the Jand-holder being able rt 


fencing material at a reasonable ; 


cia which has fiatieahod and 
every prospect of maintaining its: ‘pl 
position with the 
willing to give it. 

ister has 


After what the 
said, Nie do now oe 


Pee not the ads for whet re: re 
pleading have a chance of living withow 
being obliged to work twelve | “hou 
day? Unfortunately we cannot protec 
the agriculturist and grazier, and if 
House EN are not enough © ho 


more ‘consideration. wh 


Mr. Brennan.—Put some vim 4 
cn Be stand a you. ass 


pared to help the her 
he may not be very familiar y 
conditions Wea which ae are A 
INL. 


consideration, 


Mr. WIENHOLT (Moretnne 
I do not know if it is quite fai 
temporary absence of the Minis 
Trade and Customs (Mr. 
raise the issue, but I point ou 
hoth the honorable member for : 
(Mr. Gregory) and. the honorab. e mi 


estaeed: datas: and as eae 8 
follow the Minister he also 


we examine the 


MTS. 


The old rate was 10 “per cent. ; British 
_ preferential and 20 per cent. general 


Tariff, and the present proposal is Bri-: 


tish 68s. per ton, and general 105s. per 


ton. 
Mr. Bern.—sSurely that is a. big 
increase. : 


Mr. WIENHOLT—Let us work it 
whe out and see if it is. The present price 
for barbed wire, 12 gauge, is £40 per 


is Se ton. I do not think this can be re- 
_ garded as-abnormal, because the price 
ie has been up to nearly £80 per ton. © At 


~_—~«£40 per ton the old duty of 10 per cent. 
ad valorem would amount to £4, while 

_ the present duty of 68s. per ton works 
out at £3 8s. 


Mr. Beri.-But the 10 per cent. duty 
in the old Tariff was on barbed wire at 
£14 per ton. | 


Mr. WIENHOLT.—Quite so; but I 
am taking the figures on present-day 
prices, and I want to see how this scien- 
 tifie protection operates. Under the old 
* = schedule a 20 per cent. general Tariff 
‘on barbed wire at £40 per ton came to £8, 
and under the present Tariff the duty 
amounts to £5 5s. I intend to support the 

~ amendment moved by the honorable mem- 
_ ber for Dampier (Mr. Gregory), because I 
think all these duties are too high. If 
_ the honorable member for Hunter (Mr. 
_ Charlton) says that we who advocate 
these lighter duties might-as well become 
_ Free Traders outright, I fgel inclined to 
retort thaf members of his party might 
as well become Prohibitionists. It seems 
to me, in assuming that these duties re- 
_ present an increase on the old Tariff, the 
arguments of honorable members have 
_ gone astray somewhat. Let us see what 
the position. would be with barbed wire 
at £30 a ton, and I do not think it will 
go much lower than that. At that price 
the British duty under this Tariff would 
be £3 8s., as against £3 under the old 

__- rate, representing an increase of 8s.; but 
_ the duty on American wire at the old rate 
would have been £6, and under the pre- 
sent Tariff it. will be £5 5s. It would 
appear, therefore, that with barbed wire 
back to £30 a ton we shall increase the 


the duty on American wire by 15s. 
= Where does the scientific protection come 


A eb i i 
ha bdeve : 
ae ¥ ‘ 


(9 Tone, 1921.] 


duty on British wire. by 8s., and reduce 


Diy py is te 
gore’ ray 


ie 


in? Evidently there is something radi- — 
cally wrong, and I am sorry that at the — 
moment the Minister is not in the cham- — 
ber to explain the position. He 


Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [9.24] 

I listened with very sympathetic i 
terest to the story related by the hono: 
able member for Darwin (Mr. .Bell) 
regard to the unfortunate position of the | 
men who, after being thirty years on the 
land, were, as he put it, driven off on 
account of the rabbits. But I remind — 
him that prior to 1914 wire netting was — 
on the free list, and if those men who had — 
been on the land for thirty or forty years 
were starved off by the rabbits, I am won- 

_ dering why:they did not make use of 
their opportunities to import wire net<_ 
ting prior to the imposition of the duty. — 
Mr. Gisson.—So they did, as far as 
they could. A aa 
Mr. FENTON.—That excuse will not 
do. I am interested in land in a small — 
way, and I have been in the market re- 
cently for barbed wire and wire netting, 
and I want some more. I could do with 
a few miles of wire netting if I could een. 
it, but I do not intend to oppose these 
duties, as I realize that we are going to 
manutacture the material in this country. 
Twelve months ago I bought barbed wire — 
at from 52s. to 62s. per cwt. pai 


Mr. Brtu.—You got it cheaply. 415 

Mr, FENTON.—Did I? Well, 1: 
‘paid the market price for it, and although — 
this Tariff had been in operation for fif- — 
teen months, instead of the price for 
barbed wire going up, I find I can get it — 
at 14s. per cwt. cheaper than twelve 
months ago. Honorable members oppo- 
site have been talking about imported 
wire. I have here the fortnightly price 
list of the Victorian Producers’ Co-opera- 
tive Company Limited, with whom I deal, — 
and I find that imported galvanized wire, - 
12-gauge, is quoted at 40s. per cwt. 


~ Mr. Grsson.—That gauge is not used 
for fencing. : te 
Mr. FENTON.—In some cases it is. 
I am talking about good imported wire — 
of the same gauge side by side with our — 
galvanized and barbed wire, and I find it 
is 2s. per cwt. dearer. : 


Mr. Berxu.—I am sorry to contradict : 
you, but I am sure that you are wrong. — 


° gets, 


8966" 

Mr.. FENTON. — Well, here is the 
-printed price-list. The honorable mem- 
ber may, if he likes, go down to the com- 
“pany’s place in Collins-street to-morrow 
morning and buy this wire by the ewt. 
or by the ton at the catalogued price. 
I know that we are manufacturing barbed 
wire in Australia, and the price, instead 
of rising because of the Tariff, is 14s. per 
ewt. less than it was prior to the imposi- 
tion of this duty. 


Mr, Wrennorr—Does the honorable 
member say that the Tariff has reduced 
the price of barbed wire? 


Mr. FENTON.—The imposition of a 
duty and the creation of a thriving local 
industry have often reduced the price of 
an article. 

Mr. Greson.—The most unfair thing 
done in this Tariff was the imposition of 
an additional duty on 14-gauge wire. 

Mr. FENTON.—I was very glad to 
hear the Minister absolutely demolish the 
arguments advanced by members of the 
Country party. I,believe in helping the 
producer, and I voted with the honorable 
member for Indi (Mr. Robert Cook) in 
placing a duty of £6 per ton on onions. 
I supported the honorable member for 
Ialley (Mr. Mackay) im increasing the 

‘duty on bananas. I voted with honorable 

members in the corner when they asked 
for a higher duty on millet. The honor- 
able member for Corangamite (Mr. Gib- 
son) advocated absolute prohibition of 
the importation of oats. 


Mr.. Grsson.—_Not oats, but hay, and 
for the same reason I would prohibit the 
importation of small-pox. Imported hay 
brings with it weeds, the eradication of 
which may cost thousands of pounds. 


Mr. FENTON. — Members of the 
Country party are willing to go as near 
as possible to prohibition of the importa- 
tion of things which the farmer produces, 
but they are unwilling to give a small 
modicum of protection to other indus- 
tries. 
factories secondary industries. The men 
who manufacture barbed wire or agri- 
eultural implements are as much en- 
titled to the term “producers,” and 
are as valuable to the country, as are 


Tariff. 


the men who till the land and reap so. 


many bushels of wheat per acre. Let the 
one producer show some sympathy with 
the other. The rural producer has had, 


(REPRESENTATIVES } 


IT do not believe in calling manu-. 


made it impossible to produce stock p: 
fitably. In making that statement I a: 


__ Parig. 


and still hee ihe ipa of the reas 
party. We will stand by him and protect 
him against foreign competitors; but do 
let us “have a little reciprocity. 
able members in the corner forget the 
foreign Combines who fleeced them under 
Free Trade. Sometimes honorable mem- _ 
bers from this side are in the position of 
protecting the farmers against their own 
representatives. Unless the factories are 
filled with vigorous workmen, supporting 
large families, there will be no local — 
market for the farmers’ produce. The - 
honorable member for Angas (Mr. Gabb) 
inquired, by interjection, how many i. 
pounds of butter, loaves of bread, hun- 
dredweights of meat, and bags of potatocs | | 2 
and onions will be consumed by the 600 — 
men engaged in the manufacture of nails — 
and wire and their families, The workers 
in that and similar industries provide a fe 
home market for the produce of the land. 
I am confident that the Committee will | 
support this duty, which is fair to the 
man on the land as well as the man of. 
i land. 


FOLEY (Kalgoorlie) [9. 35) 
Hee members who have opposed ~ 
the amendment have contended for con- ay 
tinuity of employment for a certain num- 
ber of men engaged in the manufacture — 
of barbed wire. On the other hand, those 
who have advocated a reduction of the 
duties have spoken in the interest of those 
workers who are employed upon the land ~ 
in various avocations. I say in all seri- 
ousness to the honorable member for 
Hunter (Mr. Charlton) and the hono: 
able member for Maribyrnong (Mr. Fen 
ton) that 1 would sooner that the pa 
toralists and farmers were able to get the’ 

material for the protection of their hold- 
ings against dingoes, even if it meant the. 
non-employment during the next two 
years of the men engaged in the wire-- 
making industry. It is all very well for 
honorable members who have lived in the 
city all their lives to say, even jokingly 
that the dingo pest means nothing t 
Australia. It is one of the Common 
wealth’s greatest curses. In certain parts: 
of the north-west and central portions 0 
Western Australia men have been drivei 
off their homes because the dingoes ha 


not drawing the long-bow. TI ean- ne m ” 


eir E hedings Be 
) with the raven- 
ous. pale ge that wer estroying their 
stock. This menace is felt, not only by the 
_ sheep-owners, but also by the cattle-raisers. 
There is a great area of country in the 
more remote portions of the Common- 
wealth that could be carrying sheep but 
for the dingo menace. These pests can 
be held in cheek. only if the settlers are 
able to procure fencing material cheaply. 
The necessity for getting rid of these wild 
dogs is so great that any benefit that 

ti tight acerue to the Commonwealth from 


ture of wire and wire netting will be nulli- 
fied by the harm done to the pastoral 
industry if the cost of this material is in- 


He _ ereased. On the fringe of the Nullarbor 


sv 


bers that it is almost impossible for men 
. take up land south of the transconti- 
nental railway. The same condition of 
affairs exists from 100 miles north of the 
line to the Canning stock route, south of 
the Kimberleys, where there is excellent 
: _ grazing land. During the good seasons in’ 
the last twelve years the dingoes have . 
“multiplied so much that settlement is im- 
practicable until means of fighting the 
“pest are provided. There is no more effec- 
tive means than cheap fencing. 


Mr. Cuartron. —What do the dingoes 
live on in that desert? — 


Mr. FOLEY. The country of ae 
mM. n speaking 1 is not desert, , but good pas- 


orable conditions. One of those con- 
lions is an adequate supply of wire 
ting and - ene wire at reasonable 


material were titted fae: af P aut 
hat the dingo pest might be brought 
nto subjection, than. ipa, high duty were 
nposed to continue in employment a few 
one men in n the ee sees 


ebay of men as I have hened this - 
eta to some honorable 


of the people on the land, very foun bt 


ye employment of- ‘men in the manufac-> 


Plains, dingoes are present in such num to tight rolling. 


~ will do. 


ic. returns, a find — that. -invari- 
men onnected | with the : land ‘fo 


always uae that the immigrants ie 
be placed on the land. If the new arrivals 
were to read Hansard, and believe the 
oes made by some honorable mem 


The ho Bs 


them would leave the cities. 


has proposed to brit 
preferential duty on barbed wire from 


68s. to 40s. Apparently the honorable 
member is willing to inflict on © 
farmers the burden of that — 


Australian-made wire netting is worth 
from £5 to £6 per mile more to the farmer 
than the foreign-made product, for ~ : 
reason that the latter has been subjected oe, 
This injures the ga 
vanized covering and opens the way 
rust. ‘There is a considerable difference 
in the life of the Australian-made netting 
and of the foreign manufacture: It seen 
to me that overseas makers have a wror 
idea of the Australian market. They 
still seem to think that this is a black 
‘man’s country, and that any old rubbish 
I hate to listen to the dreadful 
tales spun by country members in this 
House. The worst part of a country mem- 
ber’s responsibilities is having to open 
letters from his constituents in which they 
plead with him to get jobs for their sons on 
the city tramways or in the Police For : 


Cee think that, ebnouel. their own w 


eye a ne in. the pa Fe is. 
work; much: of it is pure pleasure. aa 
- beautiful open air. The farmer doe 


ee Let. him start a wire-netting enterprise. 
The amount of money he makes out of it 
after meeting all calls from every source, 
is an absolute moiety. There is more 
pay-out than get-back, and a lot more risk 
than gain. I appeal to country members 
o stop drawing these harrowing pictures 
of « out-back misery. This country cannot 
| gtosner if everybody wants to make easy 
‘money on the land. We should encourage 
_ the people who are willing to risk their 
wealth in industries. 


_ Mr. Austin Cpeae —Work in ee 
- tories is much easier than the work of 
» the man on the land. 


. Mr. WEST.— What OM Those 
ae Cgental with the manufacture of wire 
netting have informed me that the pre- 
sent duties are inadequate to protect them 
from the competition of English and 
- American makers. America is dumping 
_ her goods in the world’s markets as she 
has never done before. For a hundred 
years her statesmen devoted themselves 


_to making their country self-contained, 
and its. progress should be an object lesson : 
It is foolish to think that our | 
people benefit by buying cheaply on the 


to us. 


other side of the world. Our farmers 
get better value when they buy Australian- 
made wire netting and wire than when 
_ they buy imported material. As the ship- 
Lee companies charge for transport by 


measurement and not by weight, the wire 


| Ghat is sent here is packed so tightly 
that it cannot be as good as the Austra- 
tian. made wire. The honorable member 
; ye Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) has 
o pointed out that it is only when the 
Tariff is being discussed that we 
hear of the misery suffered by those on 
the land. 


badly off. We should not be pessimistic 
in our utterances. We should encourage 


as did the pioneers, who thought nothing 
f having to go a mile for water, and who 
vs “humped their blueys” to get to places 
- to which their successors are now carried 
in trains. It cannot be said of me that 


at te have not tried to do all I can to make 


is a i Waiferent ore with the patente si < 
man who sinks his money in a factory. — 


when barbed wire was importe 


’ with the dingoes ? 


This outpouring of sympathy 
for the farmers and graziers can be over-— 
done, like an electioneering cry. I do not 
believe that our country population is so 


_ reasonable protection of the 


our people to make light of their burdens, - unelatly high prices 


ee for Lie” and “the 


Australia. piaeperene and. its people happy. i 


Won xe 


The honorable member "he 


party would like to increase. the 
wheat to 10s. and even 158, s 
He should be ‘prepared to. At he 


‘Mr, LAZZARINI (Werriwa) [a 
—I hope that the Committee 


duty. The burden of the ong \e 
the honorable 
(Mr. Foley) was that during | 
twelve years dingoes have so 1 
in number that if people a 


them very soon. If that be so, 
ask what people on the land we 


the «war, and when they had to 
Probably the 


why dingoes have increased in nur 


ae advantage of che dis D sat 
trade and 2a Be put on eee r 


the ied r 
mite desire that the «x ‘man ot 


porting rings in this count and 
bines abroad? If so, a y ar 
enemies and not the friends rot 


the proanetoale in- this ‘county 


requires. If local mr rs de 


eet the ‘Anse consum 
If the arguments used by the hon 


war AY 


Pe a Hi shillings per’ Me ott but fo the 

free importation of this article. To be 
consistent they 
_ should be pee Sir free. One honorable 
“member of the Country party, I 
think the honorable member for Robert- 
son (Mr. Fleming), said that this 
= duty should be reduced even if it meant 
‘the destruction of the local industry. 
If that course were followed, all the 
barbed wire in Australia would be im- 
ported, and the duty would then be a 
purely revenue duty, which the farmer 
would be called upon to pay. There are 
some articles which I do not think should 
be liable to duty, but this is an article 
which can be manufactured in Australia, 
and its manufacture here should be pro- 
tected. I support the duties as introduced 


Ss a ee 


by the Minister for Trade and Customs 


(Mr. Greene), and I hope the amendment 
will be defeated. TI rose to justify the 
vote I intend to give, and as one who 
- claims to have as many primary producers 
in his electorate as can be claimed by any 
other honorable member of the Commit- 
tee, | am prepared to stand by the vote 
T intend to give. 


Mr. GIBSON (Corangamite) [10-16 | 
_ We are confronted by an anomalous posi- 
tion in this Tariff. T ean scarcely under- 

stand what can be the. desire of the Min- 

_ ister for Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene). 

After we impose duties this afternoon 
of 25 per cent., 30 per eent., and. 35 
per cent. on 14- -gauge wire, the “Minister, 
by his proposal, makgs impossible the 
“manufacture of barbed wire from 14- 
gauge wire for which there is quite 

as big a sale in Australia as there 

is for 12-gauge wire. The man who 

@yanufactures barbed wire from 12-gauge 

wire is called upon to pay duties of 68s., 

5s., and 105s, per ton, whilst a man who 
manufactures barbed wire from 14-gauge 
vire is actually called upon to pay £10, 

3, and £14 per ton duty on his wire. 

Phat oe is untenable. I know that 

| is used that those who 


th a small plant will find it impossible 
carry on when he has to pay up to 
| ar ton aes for his wire. I ask 


should demand that it: 


{ he country Mee ouritis barbed wire | 


the Minister to recommit the item cover- 
ing 14-gauge wire. It was passed through 
rather hurriedly, and honorable members 
had not a chance to consider it. 


Mr. Greene. care on inquiry, we find 
that we have included wires required for 
these other purposes, I shall recommit 
the item referred to. It was not our in a, 
tention to include those wires. I admi 
that the honorable niember’s contentio on. 
is quite correct,.if we did mola de hea in 
the item referred to. 


Mr. GIBSON.—I should: like to see. 
some consideration given to the small 
manufacturer. ° Te the duties n0} 
proposed, he will be wiped out completely 


Mr. Grrenre.—I repeat that if we in- 
cluded the wires of which the honorabl 
member is speaking in the amendment EF 
moved, I shall take action to remove. 
them. “We did not intend. that they 
should be included. 


Mr. GIBSON.—The position is that. 
12, 18, and 14 gauge wires are chiefly 
‘used for the manufacture of barbed wire, 
and the 14-2auge wire is used to just as 
great an extent as the 12-gauge wire. The 
man who is not drawing his own wire, 
but has a small plant for the manufacture 
of barbed wire, will be wiped out 0 
existence if the present proposal is Bde 
to. 

Mr. Greenu.—tl assure the honoree 
member that if we have done that it was — 
not our intention to do it, and I will 
agree to recommit the item. 


Amendment negatived. 


Item agreed to. 


Item 158— 


Wire netting, per ton, British, 68s.; 
mediate, 85s.; general, 105s. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [10.21] pay, 
did not press for a division upon the last 
amendment, because I realized that & ma- 
jority. of the Committee were opposed to 
it, and because the item did not amount 
_to a very great deal. But I now ask 
that wire netting from the United King- 
dom shall be admitted free, and that the 
duty under the intermediate and general 
Tariff shall be 10 per cent. The Govern- 
ment should make good with a bounty. — 

Mr. Greenze.—The honorable member 
has the Inter-State Commission against 
him, } 


inter 


: The 


50 ‘Tittle notice of the recommend 
tions of that body that it is strange 
should ‘now make a ocala of 1] 


at. ‘the following words Ba, hae to tRey 
“And | on and | after an aes ree 
itish, 
cent; gener ral, 10 per “cent.” 


ask the ‘Minister to consent to fener 


airman Mi Gommitiees The Honsrable John Moore Chanter 
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3 Fleming, William Mont- Robertson (N.S. ag Riley, Edward .. . South ele ee 
gomerie (N.S; W.) 
9 Foley, Georce James. .. Kal: soorlie (W.A.) | Rodgers, Hon. Arthur Stan- Wannon (V. Ne 5 
Foster, Hon. Richard. Wakefield (Sears | islaus — hae 
Witty | Ryan, Hon. Thomas West Sydney ~ 
PS ther Hon, » James) Perth (W.A.) : Joseph, K.C. (N.S. We) © 
Mackinnon -— | |. Ryrie, Sir Granville’ de North Sydney ~~ 
Francis, Frederick Henry Henty (V.) Laune, K.C.M.G., C.B. (N.S. W. 
Gabb, Joel Moses Angas (S.A.) Smith, Hon. William Denison (T.) ee 
Gibson, William Gerrand Corangamite (V.) Henry Laird fn e aeaee 
Greene, Hon). Walter: Richmond (N.S. W. ) Stewart, Percy Gerald) .. Wimmera (V.). 7” 
Massy Story, William Harrison .. Boothby (S. Ase e e 
Gregory, Hon. Heats Dampier (W.A.) Tudor, Hon. Frank Gwynne Yarra (V.) 
Groom, Hon, Littletor Basic Downs (Q. ) 3 Watkins, Hon. David’ .. Newcastle (N.S. W.) 
Ernest + Watt, Richt Hon, William Balaclava (CE fe 
Hay, Alexander . New England © — Alexander: BO. Bagh: 
(N.S. W.) West, John Edward - East gon! 
Higgs, Hon. William ay Capricornia (Q.) (N. SW. 
Hill, William Caldwell -. . Echuca CV ee ~ Wienholt; Arnold “Moreton (Q.) : 
: . Wise, Hon. Georg? Henry. Gippsland (V.) 


1, Sworn 27th February, 1920.-——2. Sworn 3rd March, 1920, 
-_ 4th March, 19?0.--—-+. Made affirmation, 5th March, 1920. 

fF sworn 11th May, 1920.+— 6. Elected 10th July, 192. Sworn 2Ist Fully, 1920 
Chairman of Committees, 18th May, 1920.——8. Expelled and seat declared vacant. 12th November, 1920.—— 

9. Elected 18th December, 1920. Sworn 6th April, 1921.—\10. Decease reported, 3rd Jute, 1921, 


3. Appointed ‘Temporary Chairman of Committees, — 
5. Eleetion declared void, 2nd June, 1920.———= 
ad ‘Appointed Temporary — 


Heaps of DEPARTMENTS. 


Senate—G. H. Monahan. | 
- House of Representatives—-W. A. Gale, C.M.G. 
Parliamentary Reporting Staff—B. H. Friend, 1.8.0. 
| Library. —A, Wadsworth. 
“ } Joint: House Committee. —F U’Ren. 


 .The heli ines of Patitameniacy Debates are. applied | ie A 
for use in Public Libraries, and also in Schools of Arts, Mechanics’ 


the Honorable the President or the Honorable the Speaker. . ge E ee sts 
: Subscriptions should be sent to the Government Printer, Lake 


@ 
3 : -- B. HARRY FRIEND, | 
tes ke rie ? Principal ni Reporter atid 


eee 


COMMITTEES, . i “a 


Sua - ¢ §ENATR, 


DISPUTED RETURNS AND QUALIFICATIONS.—Senator Fairbairn, Senator Gardiner, Senior ‘Sir . 
_ T. W, Glasgow, Senator Keating, Senator Lynch, Senator Pratten, and Senator Senior. Asa 


Spinvine OrpErS.—The President, the Chairman of Committees, Senator Crawford,* * ‘Senator 
“de Largie, Senator Duncan, Senator Earle, Senator ts Senator — Fall, a 
Gardiner, and Senator Lynch. at Mei 


LipRARY.—The President, Senator Benny, Senator Bolton, Seria tor de Large, Se 
j Gardiner, Senator Keating, and Senator Pratten. | f | 


Hoven. —The President, the Chairman of Committees, Senator aracoee Senator . rf F. 
Guthrie, Senator ‘Rowell, Senator Thomas, and Senator Wilson. 


PRINTING.—Senator Adamson, Senator Cox, Senator J. D. Millen, Senator. Newland, Senator 
Plain, Senator ‘Reid, and Senator Senior. _ 


PupLic AccouNTS COMMITTEE (JOINT).—Senator Bolton; Senator Buzacott, auth Senator 
Millen. ; 


PUELIC Worxks.— (Jomnr).—Senator Foll, Senator Newland, and Senator Plain, 


ake OFFICIALS: SELECT COMMITTEE.—Senator de Largie, Senator Drake- Brockman, 
Duncan, Senator Earle, Senator Elliott, Senator Reid, and Senator Rey tars 3 
report Ereetatet 12th May, 1921. 


* Appointed 14th eae 1921. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, a 


STANDING ORDERS —Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister, the Chairman of Committees, © 
Atkinson, Mr. Charlton, Mr. Fowler, and Mr. Tudor. 


Liprary.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Anstey, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Fowler, Mr. Higgs, Mr. ee 
gers? Mackay, Dr. Maloney, Mr. Maxwell, and Mr. MeDonald. ae ee 


“Hovse. —Mr. Speaker, Mr. Foster, Mr. Gregory, Mr. Livingston, Mr, Mathews, a, Tame . 
ES Page, Mr. Rodgers, and Mr. Watkins. ‘ae 


PrRintTIne.—Mr. Bamford, Mr. Bowden, Mr. Corser, Mr Fenton, Mr, McWilliams, M 
and Mr. West. 


Puptic Accounts (Jorn) — Mr, Bayley, Mr. Charlton, Mr. Fenton, Mr. 
Fowler, Mr. Prowse, and Mr. West. 


we | 
Pomc Works (Jornt).—Mr. Atkinson*, Mr. ‘Bamford, my Gregory, 2 nol Tack ont M 
Mackay, Mr. Mathews, and Mr. “Parker Moloney. _ ‘ . 


Sea Carrtacr Setecr Commrrrer.—Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Burchell, Mr. Corser, Mr. Foster 
. Mahony, Mr. Oe as and Mr. Workias: Final report resented Ba 
Bites hi 1? Js 3 My 


Ph ie 


* Resigned 12th May, 1021. >) > Appointed 19th May, 1921. 

i a it ; ee 
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